Berrow Parish Council
The Minutes of the meeting of Berrow Parish Council held at Berrow and Pendock Village Hall at 7pm on Wednesday 18th September, 2024.

Present: Cllrs Ruth Coates RC (Chair).  Philip Thomson PT (Vice-Chair) John Dudfield JD.  Ian Macleod IM. Janice Kennedy JK. 
In attendance: District Cllr Jennie Watkins, The Parish Council Clerk and 2 members of the public.
Apologies: Cllr Caroline Samsonoff.
2. Declaration of interest: All Councillors are reminded of their duty to keep their register of interest updated and were asked to declare any personal interests in items on the agenda. 
3. Minutes: The minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting held on 15th May, 2024 were approved and signed by the Chair.
4. Progress reports: 
a. Parish Council Vacancy. There is still a vacancy for a Parish Councillor in Berrow but so far no-one has shown an interest. There were four applications for the two vacancies in Pendock PC. Cllr RC thought it may be worth enquiring if perhaps one of the two that were not successful may be interested in applying for the Berrow vacancy. The Clerk will contact them to find out if they may be interested in the position.
b. Village Hall. Cllr JD (VHC Chair) gave a short report on the Village Hall renovations. The work is now almost complete apart from the replacement front door. The planned Pumpkin festival on the 28th September is on track and the VHC will meet on Monday to finalise the last-minute arrangements to make sure it is a success. Volunteers are needed to help especially with the set up on the Friday before. The VHC have filled the vacancy for the PPC representative with Cllr Steph Whitmore who has recently been elected as a Cllr for PPC. 
5. Action reports: The action tracker was reviewed and updated and is attached to these minutes.
6. Finance report: The Clerk reported on the financial transaction since the last meeting, this was approved and signed by the Chair. District Cllr JW has sent an email to the Clerk with a form to complete this will enable the BPC to receive £200 from Cllr JW’s allowances towards any future de-fib costs.
7. Correspondence: 
a. Jack’s Place. The planning application as follows:
Proposal: Change of use of land and associated buildings to a mixed use including a day care centre for adults with learning disabilities in addition to the pre-existing agricultural and equine uses (retrospective). Alterations and extension to existing barns, proposed new buildings and SuDS/wildlife pond.
Location: Jacks Place, Berrow, Malvern, WR13 6AT has been approved unanimously by The Southern area planning committee on 18th September 2024. With conditions.
The gallops which have been constructed on the site went to appeal and was dismissed and will be dealt with accordingly. The funding which was given by MHDC is to provide a log burner, planting and bio-diversity scheme is still an ongoing project.
b. Three Counties Caravan Park sewerage system. This has now been installed and working and all done before the June deadline set by MHDC planning dept.
c. Pendock School crowd funding. District Cllr JW discussed this with the Council during her report item 10 on the agenda. 
d. Atlas Tower Group. This was also discussed during the District Councillors report item 10 on the agenda.
8. Coronation community orchard scheme/Queens platinum jubilee/King Charles coronation: This item has been put on the backburner for now.
9. Berrow Charities update: The annual accounting figures have now been updated on the Charity Commission website. The Berrow Charities Trustees will be happy to donate to the school funding scheme, if necessary, the decision will be delayed until it is known how much is still left to raise and then the Trustees will decide if to donate and how much to give. 
10. District/County Cllrs report:
Pendock C of E Primary school crowd funding scheme. This is a scheme proposed to the school by MHDC who will match 50% of the funds the school can raise currently set at £20,000. They are asking local businesses, individuals and parents for support in this. The funding is to upgrade the existing early years area in to an enclosed building as at the moment it is fully exposed to the elements and cannot be used for most of the winter. District Cllr Jennie Watkins who is a parent Governor at the school is a driving force behind this and is asking for local support, anyone who can pledge any amount of money no matter how small, will be gratefully received. To do this you can contact Jennie at (Jennie.watkins@malvernhillsdc.net) or Pendock school directly.
Atlas Tower Group. This company is working along side MHDC to improve Broadband services to local communities. They are currently looking for areas to site masts to allow for this. Cllr JK offered to liaise on this as she has a communications background.
Defibrillators. Heartstart is set up by the West midland ambulance services to train individuals to be first responders in and around rural areas, where time is precious when someone is experiencing a heart attack. They will be called upon via an app connected to the emergency services to attend the patient with a de-fib and will be able to start resuscitation a lot sooner until the ambulance arrives at the scene. This will help to save more lives due to the quick response.  The app which is associated with this scheme is still waiting to be signed off. More information regarding this will be available shortly when it becomes live.
There are spare de-fibs at Pendock school and Eldersfield which can be available to be used elsewhere. Possible sites could be The Village Hall in Berrow or Sledge Green by the Caravan Park, who have quite a few elderly residents who would benefit from this. Funding is available for this through MHDC to relocate de-fibs or to purchase new ones.
The proposed development of 2500 new homes in Redmarley. This may have been approved by the Forest of Dean planning dept. This has yet to be confirmed officially.
The District Cllr has been made aware that there are still some political signs left over from the election in place around Berrow, namely by Jack’s Place and on the main road to Rye Cross, JW will contact MHDC regarding this.
11. Cllrs reports and items for future agenda: The area around the Village Hall could do with a grit bin, this will be put on the agenda at the next meeting for discussion.
12. Date of next meeting: The Berrow Parish Council will meet again om 4th December 2024 at 6.30pm. (NB This has now been re-arranged to be on the 27th November 2024.)
Meeting closed at 8.35pm.
 




