LNG PIPELINE FACTS

In December 1999, a low pressure gas underground gas pipeline owned by National Grid/Transco exploded in Scotland killing 4 people, National Grid were fined £15 million (a UK record) by a High Court following an inquiry. National Grid breached Health & Safety regulations. The explosion was believed to have been caused by gas leaking from a rotting main. A year later National Grid/Transco were accused of making "misleading claims over its record on safety improvements". A report reveals that Transco failed to reach the Ofgem targets for replacing cast iron pipelines in 2000, even though Transco claimed to have met them. Commenting on the report David Davidson, the Tory spokesman on finance and oil and gas said. "This is a surprising development. When you are working in such a dangerous industry, you must have clarity in the information you provide on your activities”.

