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Children start learning from the moment they’re born. ……And almost all this learning is entirely voluntary, for the sheer pleasure of doing it……On the whole, children want to learn, and parents and other primary care-givers are pretty good at gauging what can be expected of them…….learning develops out of their interests.

And then they start school.

P198

In large classes…a single teacher isn’t usually in a position to take the developmental level of individual children into account.   P199

Nevertheless, society needs schools to help create citizens who keep the contemporary cultural show on the road, and primary education has the task of laying the foundations for lifelong learning. This means developing the children’s motivation to learn, their ability to work, both independently and with others, and – very importantly their skills in the Three R’s .  p199

One unfortunate result of government involvement in education is mushrooming bureaucracy. Each year sees more systems, regulations and targets imposed, and more requests for records, statistics and test results spawning a mountain of paperwork. The more teachers are preoccupied with tending to this bureaucracy, the less time and energy they have for teaching, and the less children’s individual needs can be taken into account.  p200

Another problem is politicians’ need for quick results to impress the voters and statistical evidence of improvement. This has led schools into a tests-and-targets culture with a fierce focus on standards of achievement. P200

Another ill-effect of a narrow, standards-driven agenda is the proliferation of tests. Schools must, of course, be accountable and occasional national tests are essential to keep tabs on children’s progress, but if testing assumes too much importance it becomes an end in itself. P206

The more emphasis we put on tests in primary school, the more we ratchet up the stress on young children. Indeed, when serious testing starts as young as six or seven, even the ‘winners’ may suffer. P207

To produce citizens who can cope with whatever life throws at them, primary schools must be places where children aren’t afraid to try – where, like every successful scientist and entrepreneur, they can discover that failure is a necessary staging point on the route to success.  P207

High- stakes testing can also blind teachers, parents and children to the importance of a wide and balanced curriculum. When schools are judged almost exclusively on their test results.. they inevitably begin to focus on the narrow range of skills to be tested in end-of-year exams. ‘Teaching to the Test’ becomes the order of the day, and creativity, and the development of enquiring minds fall to the bottom of the educational priority list. 

 P208

It is in the interests of parents, teachers and society as a whole to work for a primary education system that prepares all children for successful citizenship.. …and to ensure it isn’t derailed by educational fads and fashions, time wasting bureaucracy or misguided political tinkering. P218

‘Sometimes it seems that what we’re trying to teach the children in school is at odds with everything they’re learning outside.’  (quoting a teacher in Spain) It seemed to her that honesty, conscientiousness, hard work and concern for others were no longer valued in the world beyond school, and children defined their worth not by any moral standards, but by what they owned, and the social kudos with their peers. P240
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