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	Background to the topic

Educators are increasingly being encouraged to engage in research in the implementation of government strategies intended to improve education. The form of research being encouraged is predominately that of the traditional social sciences.  However, a number of writers, such as Pring (2000), Whitty (2005) and Whitehead (2008), have distinguished between education and educational research and raised questions about the contribution these different forms of research make to improving educational practice.  

Bruce Ferguson (2008), Adler-Colins (2008) and Laidlaw (2008) identify that developing appropriate forms of research by educators seeking to improve inclusive educational practice, is an international and cross-cultural concern, and is of profound importance for improving education and the development of an inclusive society. 

Educational research, which draws on inclusional logic as well as the dominant forms of logic of the Western Academy (Whitehead, 2008), offers a way of integrating these insights to enable researchers to develop transformational forms of educational research.

This paper is focused on how I have come to know and improve my contribution to the knowledge-base of educators and policy makers, which promotes inclusive educational values, expressed in the Every Child Matters agenda, by developing my inclusional (Rayner, 2004) living theory research.

Analytical and theoretical frame

A living theory methodology (Whitehead, 2008) is used in generating explanations for my educational influence in my own learning, in the learning of others and in the learning of social formations. 

My analysis will include an explication of my values, emerging through my research, as explanatory principles and living standards of judgement. I will also describe and explain educational influences in learning that include the following:

· My living theory research methodology and ‘living TASC’ as a research method;

· Forms of representing educational practice, influence and improvement;

· Inclusive and inclusional gifted and talented educational theory and practice.

Which, held in a dynamic, generative, transformational and evolutionary relationship, can help the learner to emancipate themselves in their own lives and learning, enhancing their wellbeing and wellbecoming and the contribution they make to that of others. The robustness of the theoretical frameworks of living educational theories can be judged from their genesis (Whitehead, 1989) to their global spread in processes of valid and legitimated enquiry (Whitehead and McNiff 2006).
Research question and foci of enquiry

My question and enquiry is in the context of my work as a senior educational psychologist responsible for developing and coordinating an inclusive programme for children and young people developing their talents, and educators leading in improving inclusive gifted and talented educational theory and practice. 

The foci of my enquiry are:

· Contributing to the knowledge base which can be shown to inform educational practice;

· Enhancing the voice of the learner in their own learning (Rudduck and McIntyre, 2007);

· The development of new living standards of judgement, rooted in educational values, which   contribute to improving educational practice (Adler-Collins, 2007).

My research question is:

How do I describe, explain and improve my educational influence in my own learning, the learning of others and the learning of the organisations in which I work?

Research findings and contribution to knowledge.

The significance of the paper is in the contribution it makes to the development of a new epistemology (Schön, 1995) and to an inclusive and inclusional educational knowledge base of practice, theory and systemic influence.

Research methods

The living theory methodology I develop draws insights from a range of methods including a form of action research, which follows the model of Thinking Actively in a Social Context (TASC), developed by Wallace (2006). 

It includes a multi-media narrative to explicate the meanings of the energy flowing values and understandings that constitute the explanatory principles of educational influences in the thesis.  Rigour is enhanced using the methods advocated by Winter (1989) and social validity is enhanced using the principles advocated by Habermas (1976).
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