 For NACE Members: 

Recent Issue in G&T – an Update from Sue Mordecai, President of NACE 

The White Paper June 2009  ‘Your child, your schools, our future: building a 21st century schools system’ 

The White Paper starts with the laudable but highly aspirational aim that ‘We want every child to succeed, and we will never give up on any child’. 

‘Our challenge…is to create a world- leading school system….which develops every child and young person’s potential and talents’ 

21st century school Pupil Guarantee and a Parent Guarantee including: 

- ‘every parent knows how their child is being ….stretched to develop their talents’ 

- ‘The school system that will achieve this is one that is ever more tailored to the needs, talents and aptitudes of each pupil – and where every child experiences the orderly, structured environment in which they can learn best. This is a system that creates opportunities for every child to find and develop their talents and stretches them to make the best of themselves.’ 

In particular the new Pupil Guarantee will ensure: 

- that the curriculum is tailored to every child’s needs 

- that every 11-14 year old enjoys relevant and challenging learning in all subjects 

- increased opportunities to progress to higher education 

- a more stretching science curriculum 

- ‘that every pupil identified as gifted and talented receives written confirmation by their school of the extra challenge and support they will receive, by September 2010 

The new Parent Guarantee will ensure: 

- all parents understand their child’s individual learning and development priorities and their child’s particular needs 

- parents receive written confirmation of the extra challenge and support their child will receive if they are identified as gifted and talented and a clear understanding of what they should do to help them 

(The full text of the White Paper is available:

http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/21stcenturyschoolsystem  ) 

Key questions: 

· Is this deliverable? 

· Will it get through the Statute book before the next election? 

· What is the Conservative stance on this? (NACE is pursuing this) 

The New Ofsted Framework for the Inspection of maintained schools in England from September 2009. Specific mention of gifted and talented is made in the Ofsted Evaluation Schedule: 

Inspectors should evaluate: 

- how well pupils make progress relative to their starting points, using contextual value added and other value added measures, including whether there is any significant variation between groups of pupils (for example, minority ethnic groups, groups with different prior attainment, gender, able, gifted and talented groups, pupils speaking English as an additional language), making clear whether there is any underachievement generally or among particular groups who could be doing better 

- how effectively the school actively promotes equality of opportunity and tackles discrimination e.g. the degree to which the school makes best use of the differing skills and talents of individual pupils 

- in the Sixth Form Inspectors should take account of the extent to which monitoring, evaluating and planning …lead to improved outcomes for different groups of students for example….gifted and talented students… 

(The Ofsted Framework and Evaluation Schedule are available http://www.ofsted.gov.uk  ) 

NB: this is going to happen so this is the ‘real’ accountability compared with the White Paper 

The New Self Evaluation Form (SEF) – 13 July 2009 

The only direct reference to gifted and talented in the new SEF is in B2.11 where schools are asked to record the number of gifted and talented learners they have as identified in the most recent school census for KS2 / KS3 / KS4 / Sixth Form. Notice that KS1 is not included. (Available http://www.ofsted,gov.uk  ) 

A School Report Card: Prospectus – June 2009 

This document has been produced jointly by the DCSF and Ofsted and is expected to be introduced from 2011. It sets out the early decisions on the overall shape of the School Report Card and how it will be taken forward as part of the school accountability system. Pilots will be taking place over the next two years starting from September 2009. The Report card is linked in with the new Ofsted Framework. 

There are no actual references to gifted and talented but the following proposed indicators for reporting are of interest: 

- the percentage of pupils at KS2 achieving Level 5 in both English and mathematics – ‘an indicator of excellence which recognises a school’s work with more able children’ 

- The percentage of pupils achieving three or more GCSEs (or equivalent) at grades A*-A – ‘an indicator of excellence which recognises a school’s work with the most able children 

- The pilots will look at ways of indicating ‘sufficient stretch for high attaining pupils’ 

This is a pilot and a lot can change before the implementation in 2011 (Available http://www.dcsf.gov.uk  ) 

A word about terminology: 

The White Paper uses ‘gifted and talented’, the Ofsted Framework uses ‘able, gifted and talented’, the Report Card uses ‘more able, most able’ 

Sue Mordecai, President of NACE  July 2009 
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