MINUTES OF MEETING

 

CAWDOR & WEST NAIRN COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Wednesday, 7th March, 2007

 

 

PRESENT: Fred Treadgold(Chairman), Meg Robertson(Treasurer), Lynne Larby (Secretary), Ted D’Arcy, Doug Piggott, Susan Robertson, John Glenday, Monica Alderton, Angus Williamson, Rev Jan Mathieson, Angus McNicol,(Cawdor Estate), Sid Leitch, Sandy Park (Provost), Laurie Fraser (Councillor.),Douglas Fraser, C. Willox, C. Muir.

 

 APOLOGIES:  Fiona Lewthwaite, Charles Bell

 

The chairman welcomed everyone and opened the meeting.

 

MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 

These were read and the following amendments made and approved by Ted D’Arcy.

We were told that the name of the new Police Sergeant is David Bushell and not Bishop as stated in the minutes and this was changed with apologies.

 

MATTERS ARISING

The chairman has written to Mr Ian Wallace (Local Roads Manager) with the concerns regarding the upkeep of the dykes and who is held responsible.  He has received a letter from Mr Wallace stating that walls or fences of properties adjoining public roads are the concern of the landowner and therefore is the responsibility of the landowner to keep them safe.  As this letter had only just been received, Mr Treadgold had not had time to discuss this with Mr McNicol of Cawdor Estate, but Mr McNicol told the meeting that he would contact Mr Wallace to discuss this ongoing problem.

 

Another ongoing problem is the car parking outside the Cawdor church, but we were told that further development was waiting until the new school and speed limits had been completed.

 

Sue Robertson asked if the speed limit at Cawdor is to be reviewed or is it final.  We were told that 20 mph as final down Bog Rd to the school while the B9090 within the village is to have a 40mph limit.  It was suggested that maybe it should be 30 mph as 40mph is considered too fast. Rev Mathieson stated that 40 mph through the village was good, but that 30 mph would be better and restrictions should be stricter.  

Mr Sandy Park said that he would talk with Mr Ian Wallace, but there is need for others to write.  The Chairman said he would also contact Mr Wallace, giving Community Council support to a 30mph limit.

 

VILLAGE MAINTENANCE & FOUNTAIN

 

The Chairman told the meeting that Mr Victor Laidlaw (Cawdor Estate Clerk of Works) had set up a steering group for the fountain, but as he was not present, this would have to be discussed with him at a later date.  This has been ongoing for some years now and Mr Angus McNicol said that it depended on Cawdor Estate’s Capital Budgets Programme and that the buildings behind need to be developed before the fountain can be started. We were told that the designs for both are almost completed and Mr Sandy Park suggested that the Community Council should work with the Estate on this project to make sure that both are done together. 

There was a suggestion of turning the fountain into an Information Display and Angus McNicol suggested that the Community Council might contribute towards the budget for this conversion. The chairman agreed to a meeting with the Estate to discuss this.

 

Angus McNicol told the meeting that the grass on the vacant plots at Piperhill is to be cut and tidied by the Estate.

 

With reference to the donations made by the Community Council, Ted D’Arcy has spoken with the Bowling Club and they are to be putting in an application for funds towards a set of junior bowls. 

There were discussions about the condition of lamp posts in the Village as these really need to be repainted and there is a light bulb which has gone at the Memorial.  The Community Council has spoken to the Local Council about this on numerous occasions and Sandy Park will now speak with them.

 

A96 CORRIDOR

 

Mr Sandy Park told the meeting that there is a 30year project and nothing will be done until dual carriageway is completed in about 5-6 years. Water and infrastructure has to be done before any spades are put into the ground at Tornagrain, which will possibly be about 20 years before it starts.

 

Rev Mathieson said that there were a significant amount of residents around Tornagrain who were concerned about the number of extra people in 20-30 years and who were concerned that planning permission had not yet been given.  A lot of people had thought that it was all signed and sealed so it no use putting in objections.  

The discussions continued and Mrs Mhari Stewart said that people had come over here for peace and quiet and this development would spoil the area.  Rev Mathieson then told the meeting that residents should be encouraged to write to the Highland Council with objections

 

It is now too late to object, but letters can still go to the Director of Planning - Mr John Rennilson.

 

TREASURER’S REPORT

 

Mrs Meg Robertson read her report and told the meeting that we now have a healthy balance.

Funds have been disbursed to local youth groups and more bulbs have been planted in the area.  She asked if anyone knew of any ideas to which the Community Council could contribute towards for the young in the area, and it was suggested that we wait until the school is completed with a view to perhaps enhancing the grounds. Mr Alan Mackenzie was thanked for once again auditing the accounts.

 

The chairman proposed this report and was seconded by Ted D’Arcy.

 

A.O.C.B.

Plans for Raitloan had been displayed on the wall and much discussion ensued.  Mr Sandy Park and Mr Laurie Fraser declined taking part in any of these discussions as their role on the Planning Committee put them out of this area.

Dr Bryce Stewart stated that the plans didn’t show the varying widths of the road and there was a great need to have the roads sorted before any development was started. 

 

There was thought that the building plans were excessive for the area and with all the extra cars, there would be an accident waiting to happen.  Mrs Stewart also said that there would be a “rush hour” morning and afternoon for school runs and that the road is used as a short cut to Nairn.  The joining of the road to the B9090 is a dangerous one, as viewing is often obstructed towards Cawdor in the summer months.  There was a suggestion that the road was kept narrow to deter Lorries etc.

 

There was a suggestion that Rait Castle should be developed and maybe Historic Scotland contacted.

Mrs Rosie Cowie said that building would snowball if the Rait Steadings went ahead and it was suggested that the Community Council should write to the planners to put forward the viewpoint of the locals. This was agreed. There was concern over the drainage and effluent into the Geddes burn as all houses would be on septic tanks and soak away.

 

We were also told that planning would change after the elections, due to new wards.

 

Mr Sandy Park told the meeting that this was his last meeting before the elections and thanked all the support given to him.  He added that if there were any issues to do with the Cawdor area in the future, he would be more than happy to come at any time and address them.

 

The chairman questioned Angus McNicol about the metal tags on some of the trees in Newton Road and was told that this was part of a survey and not a proposal to fell them.

 

Ted D’Arcy nominated Mr Sid Leitch as a co-opted member of the Community Council and this was seconded by Lynne Larby.

Mrs Monica Alderton questioned whether the meetings could be 8 weeks apart, but we were told that this would depend of whether the hall could be obtained. It was agreed that this proposal would be discussed by members of the Council.

 

The chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting.

 

The date of the next meeting will be June 6th at 7.30 p.m. in the Cawdor Hall.

 

