Cawdor and West Nairnshire Community Council

Minutes of Meeting

Thursday 3rd June 2010
In Attendance:   Margaret Robertson: Chair, Fred Treadgold: Treasurer, 
Community Councillors: David Vaughan, Doug Piggot, Derek Hamilton.

Residents:  Jenifer Walker, Douglas Fraser, Hugh Robertson, Lynne Larby, 
Thomas Fraser, Victor Laidlaw.

Non-residents: Councillors Roddy Balfour, Bob Wynd, 
John Dolan (Nairnshire Telegraph)

Apologies: Fiona Lewthwaite, Cllrs John Ford, Glynis Sinclair, Rev Jan Mathieson

The chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting.  On behalf of the Community Council the chairman wished Lynne Larby all the best with her new life in Australia and presented her with flowers.  
Minutes from previous meeting were circulated and asked to be read.  These were then proposed as a true and accurate record by Derek Hamilton and seconded by Douglas Fraser.

Matters Arising:

The BMX track update was given by Derek Hamilton who advised he had spoken to Highland Council, not overly enthusiastic due to other failures within the Highlands.  Stumbling blocks are whoever takes it over, whether the Community Council or not, will be responsible for public liability insurance, around £660 per annum.  Gentleman from HC was fairly negative but if we do have enough interest with the local youth, ultimately the responsibility would go down to the parents and if we take this forward we will need to form a committee to run it as a club and be able to do fundraising if necessary for the money for the insurance.  The Estate are still very happy to provide the land for a peppercorn rent, so the outcome is we have to put this to the floor or the parents who still have an interest in a downhill mountain bike track and a BMX track.  There will be a cost in setting up the BMX track but with local labour volunteers, costs could be kept to an absolute minimum.  

In conclusion, aware Brodie Walker and other youngsters are very interested but suggest with Community Council backing that we try and arrange for the youth to get together with their parents to see what the support is. Steve Connolly is willing to help out but not to be one of the front men.  MR asked Councillors if there would be any funding towards the insurance. Councillor Wynd advised to make an application to the discretionary budget fund detailing the project costs involved along with some details.  A separate group of people needs to be formed if interest still there, parents and youth to sit round the table, Derek to explain and show them the site, form some kind of steering group/committee to take this forward– possibly a small advert in Nairnshire and through schools and word and mouth  – date decided – Wednesday 16 June- 7.00pm. MR to publicise in primary and secondary schools and in press.
Police Matters

Very little over the last three months- currently carrying out speed checks after complaints especially at Brackla- biggest problem at moment is bicycle thefts moreso in the town itself.  Bicycles are being security marked in town itself with no charge.  No further issues reported.  Councillor Balfour brought up the stealing of traffic signs in the East part of Ardersier.

Hall/Highland Development Plan

Doug Piggot advised not much had changed. The new Highland Wide Development plan for Cawdor includes all the hall area.  The response to the MIR which is out now  contains 64 pages, but from what he could see very little has changed.  There were around 310 official responses for the whole of the Highland area, possibly due to the Council only printing 1500 copies, therefore not many people have seen it.  It’s been put together basically saying exactly what was in the MIR, what they are going to do, improve sport, do green things etc.  Quite frankly it’s the MIR again and from his point of view it’s not a pleasant pastime reading it, and will change the complete area. The draft vision covers the whole of the Highland Council area and the individual local plans are going to come out. The number of these is to be reduced to three – we are in the Inner Moray Firth area so the local development plan will cover that. The problem is a lack of money and that will be the case at least until 2020 by the time they get the Forth Road Bridge up.  The outcome/plan has now stretched to 50 years. Looks as if it will need to be fought but the big danger is they may use this as a way of statutory guidance and things will pass.  Tornagrain and Cawdor developments are there, further development of all the original plans put forward such as Croy. The whole of the planning system has changed and, irrespective of what Scottish Government say in terms of trying to open out the whole thing towards people, so everyone feels they have some sort of input, it’s actually reduced considerably.  
Very much a developers’ charter. 
MR asked how it affected this area.  
DP said it concludes the preferred option was to identify the potential for growth of smaller villages in the A96 corridor area as set out in the A96 framework and to identify the appropriate scale of  development maybe expected in these areas – the position statement is the Council will support the development of long term expansion sites identified within Inverness and Nairn local  plans as part of a long term housing land supply of Inverness & Nairn areas- These expansion areas must be brought forward by masterplans which involves significant community consultation and will be adopted as supplementary guidance to the local development at appropriate time.  DP commented from the document: One new expansion site has been identified at Cawdor Village and the special strategy growth over the plan as detailed.  Further development opportunities may be identified through the area local development plans.  Cawdor is considered a settlement where there is a demand for housing and spare capacity for important infrastructure including wastewater treatment and Cawdor Primary School.  Land at Cawdor is to be allocated to enable the sustainable growth of the settlement to a master planning process with significant community input.  A masterplan for Cawdor will create a framework for sustainable development of the village for a mix of homes, jobs, community services and facilities.  Any development in Cawdor will reflect the distinctive character and unique identity of the existing village.  Key outcomes of the masterplan should be at the village green and village centre creating a focal point for the village. A re-configured B9090 to create a safer environment and linkages with wider greener framework in the A96 corridor to help improve habitats for native wildlife and well designed development which will take inspiration from the rich surroundings. 

Basically that is the stand the Council are adopting, he said.   

People who intend developing things have to comply with various requirements – there is going to be access for people to be involved and make statements.  Whether they are listened to or heard is another matter. The main MIR response is due out in August and at that point it may be possible to see if there is anything different.

Councillor R Balfour asked about the ownership of the hall, no title, no ownership, it’s as simple as that, he said - if no-one can produce a title it simply does not exist.  MR advised nothing has been produced from Trustees. RB said we could ask for a search by a search company but would cost a fortune.  Would not imagine would be successful in a court action unless you can produce a piece of paper about the disposition from the late Lord Cawdor – it’s a matter of proof.  In terms of the Cawdor masterplan at that particular time, and the masterplan is accepted, for that they have to produce proof. If they intend to develop on that site they must provide ownership- all feudal title - everything works from a register now- so it’s doubly difficult – would love to help you and if I can I will, it’s more difficult than it seems.

HR advised he understood it was a gift to the community. RB advised he agreed but where is the deed of gift, the gift would apply the gift of the land- cannot be given a gift of land unless you have a title with it – all land was held by the Crown – what we are saying is Cawdor gave the hall as a gift but not the land – what I suspect is they said you can have this land but did not give a title, now a 130 years on – gift recorded in valuation roles, but this does not give the title of ownership.
Windfarm

David Vaughan- Last communication was meeting early June but not seen anything since - question of negotiating on how they develop – will chase up and find out –will pursue this.

Notice Board/Goal Posts
No timescale for notice board, three to four community councils have asked for one.  Goal posts in Jimmy Glennie’s yard, well made and waiting to be painted.
Footpaths/Dyke/Picnic Tables/Road Signs

MR advised the various letters and emails she wrote about the lack of footpath along the B9090.   Neil Gillies (Director of Tec Services) replied to say he has discussed options with footpath with Lisa McKellaig, Safer Routes to School representative and she has agreed to go back to the school to review the travel plan this may provide opportunities - financial limits and a £30K sum of money available so he will review options once Lisa and her staff have concluded the work with the school.  It was felt there was an opportunity at moment with removal of part of hedge near village shop. 
MR contacted John Orr regarding the footpath from Cawdor to Nairn but had no reply. DH – speaking with John Orr couple of weeks ago and believe the Estate have applied for funding for assistance from Highland Council but have not managed to get a hold of John to see what progress has been made with regard to the core path.  Concern as it is getting overgrown at moment.  MR also contacted Tec Services about the dyke at the graveyard- have been assured this will be repaired.  She said the redundant road signs have been removed.  Chairman also contacted Angus McNicol – Cawdor Estate about various other points which were raised at the last meeting, including the BMX cycle track which Derek has gone over, the idea for redecorating the bus shelter (see Matters Arising below). She also brought up eating or picnic tables in an area of trees near the church but  apparently  Health & Safety issues of trees would mean we would not be able to locate tables in the area described, however Estate looking at an alternative and will come back on this.  

Matters Arising

Bus Shelter – Angus McNicol has agreed that the community take this forward, the Estate will supply the materials.

 DH said he would like to see if there are any other projects as a community we could  do with family groups or just adults to try and pull together, get fresh air and make a day of it, have a barbeque, weather permitting.  He proposed to go round with someone from the Estate to point a few things out, or individuals who need a helping hand, possibly a bit of fencing for the garden or whatever it may be but just try to smarten up the village and get this community working together, as at the moment there is not a lot of sign of that.  He said he’d happily take forward a group of  volunteers who wish to help with the bus shelter .  When you come into the village it’s a bit of an eyesore, it’s disgusting inside and we should all take more pride in it.    F Treadgold asked who owns the shelter – Estate do- why do they not look after it, he asked? DH said the community make a mess of it therefore why should the Estate clean it up?  
Jenifer Walker spoke about the community event coming up in October, which is proposed to be a night event, also looking for community spirit, plenty of people willing to help, school looking to do a series of workshops before the event, hoping to start to do something annually, but as Derek says we cannot sit back and wait for people to make an effort. DH added Cawdor Estate are making an effort as they are backing the whole coming event. JW added she has support from local councillors.  MR asked how the community council could help- DH added  he would come back to Comm Council after speaking with Angus McNicol and Victor Laidlaw and point out some things which need done and take it from there.   He said “I have no reason to support Cawdor Estate as I was made redundant but I don’t see why they should have to foot the bill for the damage some of the youth have done – look at the old school, broken windows and bus shelter covered in graffiti, why should Cawdor always be the ones, if they can come up with material costs the community should get their act together and work together.  On a positive note there are less incidents, the bus shelter was one over a year ago where the school is last 3 months”.  General discussion took place on the youth undertaking an annual event to take part to freshen up the village. A clean up which took place last year resulted in bags of rubbish but unfortunately the problem does seem to be as bad.  DH commented that the village is like a ghost town.  Tourists use the bus shelter and it looks bad.   

MR advised various items of correspondence on the table to see – specifically planning – Corsee, Nairn -  proposal to demolish part of the extension to Corsee house plus an application for bungalows in the grounds – also letter from Scottish Government with information on Sainsbury’s.  National Health Service update and a letter from the Post Office to say the current postal services here will cease on 24th June and will start in new village store on 28th June- Hours 12.00- 1.30 (Monday)- 9.30 –11.00 (Thursday).  The digital T.V switchover is happening in two stages – 6 October and 20th October.  

MR had been attending Joint Community Council meetings in Nairn which have been looking at various proposals including a 20mph speed limit in Nairn urban areas.  Prior to last meeting, a discussion between members of Cawdor Community Council  resulted in decision we could not support the proposal but would prefer to see traffic calming measures if they were thought to be necessary, rather than an enforceable 20 mph limit. Other issues included budget consultation with Highland Council and there were various publications available regarding this. 

Denise MacArthur- District Commissioner for Girl Guiding addressed the meeting - it’s the 100th year of celebrations for Girl Guiding.  “We are hoping to get a piece of land in the school car park area to plant a cherry tree and 100 bulbs to commemorate and want to put up a plaque – we haven’t anything set in stone yet or permissions about the ground.  We know the plaques are quite expensive and would the community council be willing to donate something towards the plaque?”  
MR advised we would look at finances and get back to Denise.  

AOCB

Question raised on the speed limit at Brackla - could the speed limit be raised to 40 mph- the number of houses is the determining factor.

Issue raised on the trees on the road going up to the castle, now with busy season approaching the trees are growing onto the road – can these be cut back?  Many tourists walk on road -  MR to raise this with TEC services regarding the trees and the possibility of extending the proposed footpath.

Doug Fraser advised he had discussion with Angus McNicol about proposal of a new house at Mill Cottage/Telephone Exchange, Newton Road - going to be a new footpath there which very commendable, part of an ongoing plan to put a house in there where numerous cars park going to Cawdor burn and river. He  didn’t think the Estate have considered what is going to happen to that car park and the cars concerned- No way they can park on the road – Representation to the Estate that they should provide alternative parking if they are going to put a house there.  Is the plot going to take up the whole space?  Yes, right to the path.  
This will be considered in terms of response to planning application.

October event is going to be in community centre on 30th October.
MR thanked everyone for coming  

Date of next meeting Thursday 2nd September 2010 at 7.30 in Cawdor Community Centre.

Culloden & Arderseir Ward
Community Care Plan Consultation

How we support adults who need extra help to live their daily lives.
Croy Village Hall

Thurs 26th August, 2010 at 7.30pm

All members of public invited.

(inserted by Cawdor & W Nairnshire Community Council)

