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By JIM MACKIE

The railway ststion at Taunton in Somerset (8 really
gl very lafge. nor wes | p:ﬂrlituh;rl'p Crowedad  Of
the atiermascn 6l Juns 13 when my wils and | siepped
down {rom tha train thet had -carried us there from
Landon’s Paddingion Siatkon, howseser, we were sl
canoernnd that we ‘migat not be abla 1o racognize
the lady we had come to sen

| was In Taunton-to interview. the Honourabla Mea.
Batly Clay, youngest deoghtar of the Founder. Lord
Beden-Powall, ‘and GiEve Lady B-P, We had nsvar
me!l belore end the arrangemsante Tor (he milervise
nEd Been made, on my betall, by Jack Qlden, Fublic-
ity Managel of The Scoul Assoocialion, When | made
the request, | had no |dea that the Clays lived some
2% howrs by Imin, west of London, Gut Mre. and Mrs:
Clay, recognizing thal the Irip to and from Londan,
along with the Interview, eould not be done domior-
ably in one day, very Kindly Tnvited’ us o atay over-
night.

We aoon ound thal our warfiss regarding retognl
tion were quile unnecessang. As 3 child, Beftty Baden-
Powell had besn describagd sa hoving “black halr,
fair ekin and resembiing her mothar. Lady B-B "
bBath lagks-and tempesament.’” This Is stlll 8 very apt
descrigtion and it ahght wers mot sultieient, when s
Gove US-a warm welcome and strong handshpke, ahe
proved  most cgrfalnly thal she was, Indeed, hai
mothar's daoghter. Thair vaices ara ramarkably - allke
and thiz-fact was contirmad on my ndtum home wihen
| compared the tape made with Miz Clay and one
other made lour years 2ailier when | interviewed Lady
B-F. In her aperiment af “dmce and Favaur™ af
Hamplon Court Palace

Gervis and Botly (Ciay now [lva in a dalightiul 17th=
crnfury country home in rurab Somersst. Located . off
the main road, the hodse |& surrounded by & laige
dand oeaufiiul gardsn,

Bitar dinnsr, we sstiad down in helr comfarable
lilrg  room, which  @omladng many souvenirs  pnd
trasmyres. and looked through a number of fhe SCrap-
booke thal Betty Clay has kepl, on a yearly bagis
‘Bircn shd wis a vary youhg gifl. The bosks. wondarful
mamoriea of an sxciting and worthwhile life, contain
lamlly phoiographe; pogtcarde, many fiom her moshes
and falher, soswwenlr menud and lefters

Later. we recordad 1w lollowing IErdaw  and
asked Mra. Chlay 1a tall us something ol Ber life &l
home with her porenis- end, |ater, her 30-vear stay
in At-jta where Mr. Ciay was a2 member af tho British
Codonlal Service in Mortharn Rhodesia,

JEM: W yod fell wg something about your fife Al
hame with your Mather and Father?

BC: Well, | was viry lucky becauss | had |ust aboud
iz happlest childhood that anybody cauld heave We
hed = wvery heppy home 0 the country — Pax. Hill,
Hampshire — and | remember parieutardy tha walks
and fdes with my parente., My father was uary keon
ihal we should have ponies 1o ride and, at a wvery
parly Haga, hi insistad thai we look ai

== Felves- s meant ending to-the harsess and groom-

infg and earing o the horses, Ths Eleaning aut of

tho Siablas was ffso o |arge part of owr lives, And
then, of course, ha taught us to rice, oo BN enoarmoos
norea, abbul esvantean kands, that he had baon givan
alter the Boser War

Ome thing | particularly remember abodl odr fides
was the sort of assignments he would glve U8, He
woubd zend us out |0 lonl and aay, "How, ploase
iell me how many sheep there are betwesn hera and
lsingicn ML We would then have fo charge off o
our posies; court the shsep, rish bRok, - sa8lutd and
report, salute agaln, and Lhen whoBver was ool
recelvad A priza Tlor BEING 0 good reporter. Very myth
fhe iyp= af H‘Iil'll] e put inlo Scouling — obsatation
deduction dnd correct repaorling,
JFM: Wes ne & sfial fgthar?
BE: Very, of wery, but not with e hend, with the
ayn. He had only 16 ook ot ugand, myoward, he pul
such an =xpression |ple his lase, you Sidnt do Ehat
again In @ hdrry,
JEM: What are yoor fiesl memer’ee of Scouling and
Oericling 7
BC: Mainly the visiiors o Pax Hill, 1 ihink Thare was
# eonatant atream ol Soout and  Galde ViBIRGMG am
all over fhe worlde | remember the 1529 Afiowe Pars
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Jamboree very weall and. the many peopie who al-
{endad from abeoad pnd, aftar, came-tn siay af Pok
HIB: -0 many in fact thal my bBrother and sister (Pele
and Heathar) ang | were etrung out in pents on the
tawn bacauze there wasn't room foe o8 0 the houss
| remember one mEn i parhoolar because we all
anid ha dide't wash while ha was thers, A1 ine end
ol Wi sy, his jowsl wias sl folded exasily &8 | heo
pik |1 lm i poam belore his arrival

Then | remambar sleafly 1be yearly party Teld by
my parenls for the entice staft of the Scoul and Gukda
headguartsrs, Thay used fo frevel down the 30 friles
in coaches and # was alwiyve 8 wonderldl day in
ELATIMET
JEM L What: wasdthe Kret mrilor Soouling ©f Guiding
evand [hal pou fook parf in?
BC: | ghould think thal the first tme 1 was rea|ly, . G
i-ware-on porads, wae sbout-1832 whan my parents
inok & on 8 tour of Switeeifand, Belglum and Haliana
and ‘wa hed o b= on our best behdviow and |5 ouf
baat wrirldrma
JFM: As a child, wera youl impressed with e adara-
fign tial must bave bean coming hrovgh for poli
parentsy

8C: Mo, | don't-think 8o,
JFEM: You don'l ramember that at alf?
BC: Mo, | didn'l svan nolicao i1 mean, they wers just
Mum and Dad to mo. The ool that thay had fo go
gbowt and do these Guide and Scoul things, wall that
wa3 |ust: part ol life
JEM: Fhen you waren'! awars thel yolr falher wias
e Foundar of the wo Movemenis?
B Mol 6 the laast s, 1 didot sort of Impinge &t
ot In fdEl ina way |tk 1tis o goos thing Hat a
child fakes Wis paments-for gram=d bal then, ina way,
I11= & sad thing, | realized 1| when | was grown Lp
Eesmuss | aian't ARl | desEnbe i fiE At s feed
prgugh, and 1 was only alter | had left boms, and
had gona awmy from Rim and didn't have the op-
portumdty. arymore af Iqarnn.'n_'g frem him snd . dr inking
In alt hie wisdom, that | realized |ust how' wisa and
wondartul ke was. But then i owas 100 |ate really, and
O, kN B oway as o ahild | Threw away  meny goldaen
opporiurites

In fact, | can teH you Eboul one ling Incideny that
nae always stock In omy misd. He hod ust wriltan a
bosid And  Mum gave it oo me to read. | don't re=
membar which bogk it was. bu | suppess | found it
ton Redvy, tog dittisult | must Rave besn shout eleven
and can memamber saying o Moum, 0 some disep-
pointment, “Why dossa't ha write 8 storyhook™™ |
didivt Bpbréciatée. how immenssly valuable hia book
wiad ol tha Ume bhacapis | wad (60 yoing
JFM: What's vour most wvid mamory 6f vour Faiher?
BC: Oh, hiz-eense of fun, | think, He was always Pull
al fun |tkes and goéod humour. He enjoyed iife encr-
mcigly -and abways found g joxs i L
JFEN: When did el .'1|':Iﬂ.il'l fo travel willl vour parents
fo world Scoufing evenis?
BC: | should think that the 1929 Jombores was [he
first, bud Pater hed. sltended Wemrbley in 10824, ha sisg
went to Jamboress In Hungary and Denmars
JERE roue feal wiald lo Oapeda waz o 18357
BC: Yer, Ihal was our Tirst, seally blg. sdveriire My
flsidy ang | had -both trained  as - saerefardes  so
Heather wonl  along. 85 Dad's secretary and | did
Mum's work: We tool off on [hes word jour in T
and wenil To Bn AustraliEan Jdeamboren  wia I}ﬂylwll
Malays and. whal 18 now Indonesia From Australla;
wi wenl [p New Zedland and then it was scroes- the
Pacilic o Canade where we spani aboul two months
iravelling from coast o coast
JEM: How lang wers you aciually swsy from homa®
B Dhf must heve basn 88y &r feven monihs and
it was Scouting amd Guiding all the wav, Theay wors.
eotn ot them, hasd al it — sonnahes maatings: tallies
difnners — e whiala ey
JEM: Ang wou and yolr sigier worked @l the way?
BC: Wa wors vary mbloh the working gbrls; bashing
away om oar lepewrifers garly in the morming 1o keep
up with the mall. Boin parents were malioulow at mak-
iAp Blana oalorahand and thankiog people afierwnrde
TI|:'_|' were &0 Twll ol admiralion and pralse ol the
plana thel paonlé made Tar them and wintag 1o maks
aure people knew how much they sppracisied. their
glinrs
|'ﬂ-l'|||| el tn page J-II;
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JFM: Tell ys samelfing abowt your own family — thal
ia, e Clay family, pour early life in Qhodesis, pour
childreh and grandofwidren,

BC: Well, | mat Garvas Clay an board ship in 1936,
when | was returning to England with my parenls
aiter-an African tour, Of course. wou sea, all the. best
people meel thekr loved anes on a ship; my Father

and Molher did and, Hke hein, Gervias snd | slso
shard 0 bifin  date. Strangely. onodgh. my  brother
Peter and his wife Canne also shared the same birth
date.

Gervas was in the Britich-Colonial Service and was
coming  nome on a lour-month leave. &0 1 jolly well
had 1o make ug my mind in fodr moning. YWe wars
married he day before he wos dug 1o retuen to
Morthern Rhodegia, where hp was slaliched and
wherg wa lived for the next Ahirky YEirs,

JFM: What abowt your e in ARodeala?

BEC:Wall, it was & wonderful life in those days: Gervas
wasg Dlstrict Commissloner of &n Grea aboul tha siza
of Wales ar Switeeriand and i owas really ks runnlnu
8 vas eslate, He was. ; , wall, the Africans wsad to
say 1o us, “YWaou are our fathir sang mather,” and that
aboul sums Il wp, He was their aduiscy, counsslior,
frignd, poatmasier, 18x collector, veleringry surgson,
doctar and, well, &verything. We had seventean dii-
ferenl homes during our stay and all through tha war,
in particular, odr naargst white nelghBouss wers 30
tx 40 miles away. But, of course, we wére 1Réne Far
the benatit of the Afrlcans, so whal need of whito
peaple?

Ciur Towr ehildran, a girl and threg bBoys, warg all
born out therg and Somatimes it was a bil REif-raisisg,
from the heslih poiot of view, We were miles from
the nedrest doctor end did heve a few bad moments
but we ware foriunete and gol over them

Waturally, ali four children were involved in Scoul-
g end- Guiding and slthough, &t the moment, Home
of them Are aoctve (thay are sll involvad n growing
families), they bave served as leaders.

JEM: Mr. Clay has been javoived o Scouling zince
his returm to England

BC: Yee, that's true; since he retited, He didn’t gat
the apportunity re A boy of during his Oolonial dayva
bul, since aur tefuin to England, he has ssrved as
coenty Basretary gnd counly. commissoner — Somes-
set, and i, p-.rl:!.l‘:l‘ll;lp_ chalrman of the caunly Scout
couneil,

JEM: And woedr gresant invelvomani?

BC: | &m, presently, president o Southwest Englamnd
Guides and cheirman of varlous gommittees. | am

Mo involved In the youih committes of the County
[y 015 o ||

JFM: D you lrvgd on Seball af Eu‘ll:l'.lﬂg"?

BC: Yau. auite a bit Eimply beoausa poopla gof ta
know me when | was doing ‘8 bigger fob then at
pragent (until recently Wra Clay wos Depuly Chial
Commissioner [Quides] for Englend). and then they
viry slten say, ! Mother cen’l come, could |7

JFM: Which feads e opatursly te Lagy B-P. How is
sha?

BC: She iz reasonably well. She went 108 nursing
home last winter becpuse Hampton Coor Wwas so Bi-
terly cold and haz now degided lo stay. on parmanant-
Iy and ‘has givan up har apartmant of Grace &nd
Favour, ‘She s comloriable, wall looked alisf and
vary peaceful, She testes rather tired, noturally; dhs
has pean wearing hersell out for years

JFM: Recenily you fed an African lour cefled o the
Foolzteos of B.-F"

BC: ¥as, tha tour was aupgested by e famous
Thomas Cook's Waild Travel Savies and glanned by
iha Boowt and Guide Aassboialliors of Soulh Alrigs
Thera ware twerty-four of us — a resl conglomera-
fion of-people. warying In age from Hie twenbies o
nEEfy sevenly, 8 good mictdreof men and wamen,
alrrogl all af them kesn Scowlers and Quiders o ex-
leadars . . . people Trom &I over Britaln,

We took off from Londen i March, 3974, snd spent
18 days travalliog around Soulh &lica. Sverywhens
we want, wa warg met and anarlained DY Seout smd
Guide people. We also had Ball Hillcourd with . wihe
wrote the famous blography of my Father, Two Livas
af & Hera The taur WaE, In & way, basad on thal book.
| falf it was imporant thal the people should know
what Dad had got fram Africa; which fater: became
gart ol Scouting,

We saw the positive contribution Scouting  and
Guiding s making towarde keaping Rarmony in that
frousled cooniry, Bnd wa were all mast impressed
Many il the parly, whose prior impresskons of South
Africa were bassd on ne@wspaeper repors of spartheld
werg Tlabberpasied 1o ses Europesn, African and
Indian Scouters and Gulders mesiing, talking, =ating
and laughing togethar
JEM: Had vou wisited Maleking before?

BC: O yes) dorsans ol Hmes We had o go 1hr|;|u-ph
sy Hine we werd on leave and came Sack,
JFM- is fhere anithing left from the timea of the sisga?
BC: Oh, wery much sal The sisge, =ler all, made
Mafeking famous, &0 lots of (Kings wers SEved,
Among oftr sites, we toured Cannon Koppe  which
waS & malor obesrvation cutpost, and the rock lorma-
frona and little tunnels and wall arg still thare. Whan
somathing falls: down, [T & repaired.

JFM Wes. Walaking the hightight of the folr?

BE: Well, you know, it seema fo me the whale fhing
was a highlight, elthoogh every member of fha toor
sepmed o remember & gliflerent highllght, Mafeking
was exciling bol our Tnal slog was really e most
thrilling amsd emaotional. Wa want o Nyarl, Honys
where my Father llwed for the last lwo years of hisg
lite. \We went to see his houss, Paxtu, which still con-
imins many o! His ornginal painlkngs and perssnal
posspsiions and than to lhe Udle aherchyand ol 8L
Patar's whiora he 18 buried. AfFoan Soouls and Guldes
toined w= therm lor a charming ceremony, Thal was
perheps the most wonderdul moment Tor everybody;
becapss thay really feit nasr him.

JEM: When did wow lasi wisll with pour Father?



BC: Wa visitad him three Hmes, on leaves Trom Meorkhs
arn Rhodesia. It was wartime and ‘'wa werg réally not
gllovwed to be away from our post for gy Iangth of
timz, natl too frequantly. Then in Wovember, 1940,
whan the news was so terribly bad for England, | get
B mesgngo Irom Mum, asking i rmy cousin Christian,
wha was slaying with us, eould eome o MWyerl gnd
help- her lake cere-of Dad. She was gfill deing a lal
of public work &nd sometimes hed (o go off for he
day and wanted someons. with him.

The only way to .get thers was owverdend, by road,
B wie gal inlo odr car and drove the 1200 miles. Whan
we gof there, he was vary sulpriscd 1o s8o us, Whan
we walked in, he couldn’t believe it and it was. B
wondariul moment. He was still quite, well and able
lo go walking in the garden and on the local golf
cotirss. He was- zlza sl peinfing ang | remember
one day he was dolng & ploture of an antelope and
gaid, “Now, do you gde. Bet? MNow look when ¥ou arg
painting an animaf's aye, It hea a gpot of FHght In It
and you have to- leeve jusi a uny il of whita whan
you paint the aye. ™ And there he was, 81 B3 years,
-painting: the animal's gye with -an gbaclutely sufe
hend. He wes silll 6o Intergated in sverything and,
af course, sdill did his own Chrigtmas cards. Thai was
the |ast liree | saw him, (During ocur visit we saw A
number of B.-P./s originel paistings, ineluding . three
that bung in owr badricom,)

SFM: Her Canadian friends would ba inferssted in
haarimg about your sialer Heafher.

BC: Heather was always a great horgewoman B0
when har hushang retired from the Royal Air Force,
they bought a farm in Oxlordshirg wheng thay brosd
and i7ain horses, Thay run the farm without Helg, so
hiawe-a vary busy lfe. Thay had wo sons: the ofder
one, Micheal, waz the only ong of cuwr ghildeen who
inherited my Fathars gift for drawing and he becamea
En architest, . Unforonatoly, ha was digwned inoa
tragle leery sinking off the cosst of Grepce. which
was g tarrible olew for Haathar and Joht Ther seé-
ond son, Timothy, & maried aqnd pow has a liftle
daughizr, 60 Heainer, ke me, is &4 grandmother.
JFM: Ara you plenafng & fHp fe Norlh Americs in (he
rigar futiire?

BC: Wi would very muah lika to visit: Canada Bgam
Bt our ayes st josk chieily loward Africa becaosa

two of our gona and their familles ore there. Bul wa
do send our very best wishes 1o all cur frends jn-
wolved In Scouting ‘and Suiding In Canada.

When we linished taping the interview, | &sked
Gervas Cigy what it was like o ask B-P, for his
daughter's hand |n marriaga,

Mr. Clay, | baliawe, examplilies thal breed of Eng-
lishman wha davoied s e 19 he exlenslon of tha
British Empira o strange, new worlds and, in the
process, put up with many discomforls, probieme and
wmigus altuations.

in-anewering my guestion, he reminded me thal he
really dida't have maich tima fo warry about the pros-
pscts of facing the world-famoes geaneral and Foungear
of Seouting because he was due beck In Alrca in
lmzs than & month, He did, however. ramambar a re-
guast from his own father who asked him fo Se= i
ki prospachva father-in-law  owned & palr of fong
pants, or il the dress for the wedding party would
inGiude shorts! And a1 thatl polnl, | emamberad how
strange B,-F. akweys |ooked ta me 0 (R Tew phois-
graphs that | had ssen of him in a bosiness or dress
puit -anousiomed g8l was thassing him inehoris

Baden-Powell was 60 when his deughier E-H!:.' Was
barn, bul she never thought of him as being old, Mr
Clay told me of ona of thaeir few  marital  digsgres-
mmanis thal centred around & statement 'he made, guita
inneeanthy o0 “how old her Father wes,” end wias
tofd by his Bride, mono unsertain (erma, that he was
not efdf Actually, Bi-P, wi-nearly B0 years of age
at the tims!

Vary offten, the children of the famous dre Porced
fo ehare thelr paranta with the publiz, to the detrimenl
ol their own livea

Alfhough Lord and Lady B.-P. had dedicated their
Iives to Soouting and Gulding. tThey were detarmined
Humt their chikdren wounld ave a3 normal a8 childhood
g8 possible,. Trips. wore planned while the young
Baden-Powelle wara gway at saohool and, dufing the
holidays, the yowngsters ohten shared in their parents’
aiventures.

Fami:ly  evenls wées vaiy (mpoanant and at sich
tlmes other things ook & back seat, itis to the credit
of these remarknbla peopie ihat, to thelr childran,
“thay ware |51 Mum and Doad "

HOW TO's

A geries of ¥ 'howslo's’ on ¥arous Bapects of
camping ‘and the ouldoors. Each el in the
series has 20 to 29 BAW slides and soriph, at
& price that every Scout group can afford,

#1 Caaking Fires

#2 Tha Ang

#3 Pack It Eauy

4 Duldoee. Manness

&5 Gamp Stoves

#6 SEmes

#7 Wmtar. Clothing

#& Snowshoss

= Croas-Country  Skiing

Cost % 1.75 a8 st
E15.75 for the full series

THE B.-P. STORY

There % still me {o order “The B-P. Story”
for Scout-Guide Week '75; Use It 1o help your
Ecouts remember the Founder of Scoufing and
Giuiding,

® Fackape donlains
2 bBlack & white
slidan

& Slory {n cueheils

o Criginal messages
from B4R, reconds

# |denl far Scout-
Guida Woah

Cost $5.95

Drder fram: Communications Servige, PO, Box 8151, Siation F, Cttawa K2C 307
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