CENTRE PIECE

WHY GO TO CHURCH ?

AS in the parable of the Great Supper told by our Lord, people today find it very easy "with one consent to make excuse" why they do not come to Church regularly Sunday by Sunday or even at all. Those who take the challenge of the Church to them are very familiar with the reasons they give. "I have no rest in the week. I want it on Sundays," say very many. Others bring out the old excuses "I had too much of it when I was a child" or suggest that difficulties over transport make it impossible for them to come. Others say: "I can worship God just as well outside," while yet more plead "I am just as good as those who go," often adding "if not better!" And, of course, they can always fall back for a final plea on "I don't like this or that about your services." We need an answer to these people, for we meet them wherever we go. There are three main reasons why we should go to Church regularly.

Firstly, we ought to go to Church for our own sake. No man can be efficient unless he trains himself and constantly learns more about his work. For example, an electrician cannot rest content with the knowledge he first acquired; he must keep himself thoroughly abreast with the latest developments in his trade. Still more important is the business of living the good life. Our moral and spiritual efficiency depends upon our being in continual touch with the great truths about God and His good​ness. The best way of keeping in touch with "whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are of good report" is by attending regularly the public worship of the Church. There we shall meet with noble thoughts of faith and duty, of holiness, reverence and beauty. There, in our prayers we are given guidance in the problems, hopes, disappointments and failures of our daily lives. There, especially in the Holy Communion, we are given the grace and power by God to combat our temptations, to be forgiven our sins and to gain influence for good. There too, in company with the congregation, we gain that strength and encouragement which come to us from fellowship with others who are seeking the same things. Unquestionably the happiest family life is found where husband, mother and children worship together in God's House Sunday by Sunday. Remembrance of the Holy House in which they have met hallows everything done in the home to which they return. By ourselves — or even by turning on the wireless to listen to a service — we cannot obtain all these benefits which the common worship of the Church alone can give.

Secondly, we ought to go to Church for our neighbours' sake Most of the great advances made by humanity have been mad possible because people with a common cause have grouped themselves together. That is also true in religion. Every real benefit which has come to humanity through the Christian Fait] has come by organised religion, that is by the Church. Thos outside the Church have shared in the softening of manners, the higher standards of life, the brotherhood of man achieved b: those whose continuous prayer and worship and service have led to practical results. The Church is a kind of power-house for the outside world. If that power-house ever ran down (though that would be impossible), the results would be fatal to civilisation Because so few people are linked with that power-house today moral standards have dropped to a very low level and, it seem clear, will drop yet further. Of twenty-six senior boys and girl in a Government school in this country, only one was found to have been in Church the previous Sunday, although all of then described themselves as "Anglicans". The result of this decline in public worship can only result in a disastrous lowering o standards and open the doors to sin and degradation. So a person who habitually refuses on any pretext to attend common worship in Church on Sundays is injuring the life of the whole community. It does not matter how good a man may be in hi own personal life or how correct his morals may be, his refusal to take part in the Church's worship makes a direct contribution to the corruption of the community in which he lives and o mankind as a whole. That is particularly true in a country Iike Northern Rhodesia where our neighbours include people of three different races, all looking at the other two sometimes with imitative eyes.

But chiefly we ought to go to Church on Sundays for God' sake. The Church is not a man-made invention, but was founded by our Lord Himself, to be the Christian family obeying God' commandments and expressing its love of the Father in this way. God Himself claims our worship in His Church. He is n1 proud, vain-glorious King Who demands constant flattery from his cringing subjects, although that is the view of worship hell by many. God is our Father, the fountain of all goodness and truth, to Whom we owe all that we have and all that we arc In Church we meet in His presence as members of a family united to Him and to one another. It is wrong to forget Him on the day on which he asks us especially to come together to praise Him for His glory and to thank Him for His blessings. The greatest sin of the world today is forgetting God; forgetful​ness of God and neglect of Churchgoing always go together.

There is then, no real excuse for not coming regularly to Church unless it is one we can make in a clear conscience to God Himself. We owe it to ourselves and to our neighbours and especially to God Himself to come to Church every Sunday. We must not expect to have it all our own way in Church. That would be bad for truth and bad for ourselves. Sometimes we shall feel rebuked by the message delivered. We must not expect to have it all our own way in the services. There may be some things we don't understand or like in the music, the ceremonies or the rites, but we can learn about them easily and, if we enter into their spirit, then we shall find them helpful. Let us not be among those who "with one consent began to make excuse", but let us say with the Psalmist "My soul hath a desire and longing to enter into the courts of the Lord" and never fail Sunday by Sunday to worship God in His Church.

AQUILA.
