DNSTART
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS JUNE 2008
1. Why do dentists and their teams need to know about DNSTART?
Dentists as team leaders are responsible for ensuring that their trainee dental nurses have the appropriate induction, vaccinations and enrolment on to a GDC-approved training programme.
It may be that any new nurse who starts to work in your practice is not ready immediately to start on such a course.
It may be that there is not a place available for them on a suitable training course at a time to suit you both.
In order for you to fulfil the GDC’s requirements of making sure that your trainee nurses are ‘in training’ you will need to prove that they have a proper induction programme which includes health and safety and confidentiality.
You will need to make sure a log of this training is kept.

2. So how can DNSTART help with this?
DNSTART is a CD learning programme designed to help new recruits to dental nursing with an induction to dentistry and the role of dental nursing. It has been developed by KSS Deanery with the University of Kent on behalf of COPDEND, and produced by Smile-on. It will deliver the basic knowledge required by the GDC to satisfy the knowledge component of an induction programme allowing a trainee nurse to work in dental practice prior to taking up the place on a course at the accredited training institution for which they have enrolled.

3. What subject matter does it cover?
1. Health and Safety 


5.   Working within the Dental Team 

2. Medical Emergencies     

6.   Record Keeping  

3. Infection Control 


7.   Surgery Routine.

4. Radiography
4. What evidence will you be able to show of the induction training?
The programme provides a certificate of enrolment, and students take assessments after each module, and on successful completion of each module, certificates can be generated which show the dental nurse’s progress and, as required by the GDC, log the training received in the practice.
5.
What is the cost of this programme?

DNSTART has been priced at £69 for an individual or practice to purchase, for each new dental nurse, and there is up to 25% discount for various groups to bulk purchase.

5. What else do I need to know?
The programme is NOT a full training course, but can be used with the National Examining Board for Dental Nurses “Record of Experience”, and an NVQ Portfolio of Evidence. An Induction programme is by its very nature short, and provision has been made that this programme should not normally last for more than 6 months; by which time the new dental nurse should have commenced a full training course. DNSTART is designed to be linked in to many training programmes, especially DNNET, and also goes well with the Teamwork 7 Training Companion for Dental Nurses available from the Faculty of General Dental Practice (UK).   
6. Where can I find out more about DNSTART?
More information can be obtained by contacting Smile-on Ltd 020 74008989 The programme will be available from August. Each Deanery will have some copies available.
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