SKYE SAILING CLUB ---9th JUNE 2011
Dear Members and Parents of Members,

It is the start of what we hope will be a great summer of sailing.
SAFETY AND ASSISTANCE AND EVENING SESSIONS

For the parents of children attending sailing we want your child’s sailing experience to be a safe and enjoyable one and we need your help in ensuring this when they arrive at the boathouse at 6.30pm.   Please ensure they are kitted out properly and if you have any questions ask one of the adult volunteers who should be present.     Particularly on Wednesday evenings we require help from parents at the start and end of the session.   Please assist where you can—this involves helping to get the dinghies onto and off the water.  The more help we have the faster the children can get onto the water and at the end of the session get home.   We normally finish about 8.30 to 8.45.    Please come back to the boathouse to collect your children and encourage them to help with the clear up.    We require to operate safety boats; the crew for these are all volunteers who have been trained by the club. We normally operate 2 safety boats with a crew of 2 each.     Please instill in your children the need to be careful and considerate with the club’s equipment---sails and boats are very expensive to repair and replace---replacement sails for the larger dinghies are in the region of £500.

Sailing sessions for the summer are as follows: -

Tuesday evenings - for adults 18yrs and over--beginners and experienced.

Wednesday evenings - for less experienced children (cadets).

Thursday evenings – for experienced children (cadets).

We will advise you which session your child may attend.     

For those children attending the Wednesday sessions please ensure that a parent or a responsible adult accompanies your child to the boathouse and remains until we confirm that sailing is to take place.   Please ensure you have completed a membership form and paid the annual cadet fee of £20—if your child is not a member they will not be covered by the Club’s insurance and will therefor not be allowed to sail.   Annual family membership is £50 and adults pay £40.

Membership forms may be found on the club website www.skyesc.org.uk   Look in the left hand margin of the site under File Library.

FUNDRAISING

The club is currently running at a loss and has had to recently replace one of the safety boat outboards at a cost of £6000.   Fuel costs for the safety boats are up by 40% compared with last year and the Club now has to pay rent for the boathouse at £2000 annually.      Therefore we have to embark on a concerted fundraising program for which we will need your help or the club will no longer be able to operate.

After much discussion and some reluctance in a time of recession we have decided to increase the evening session subscriptions by £1 and this may have to go up further if the fundraising is not successful.   Cadets will from now on pay £4 and adults £6 per session.

We will advise you soon of details of fundraising events—bag packing at the Co-op, funding applications as well as other ideas that are currently being discussed in committee and with the children. HOWEVER WE NEED YOUR HELP.   If any of you have funding ideas or know ANYONE whom we could approach or if you are willing to assist in any way, financially or in kind, please let us know.   If we do not fundraise we will have to raise subscriptions further or worse still eventually close down the club if we cannot fund the increasing cost of replacing aging and very well used equipment.      Please watch the website and our Facebook page to find out about forthcoming events and how you can help

Thank you to all those parents and other volunteers who have assisted so far and we hope to meet more of you and get you involved in the continued running of the sailing club.    If any parents would like to learn to sail then please ask about Tuesday evening adult sessions, get yourself a wetsuit and come along !

John MacDonald-Commodore

Lesley Kirkwood-Secretary

John Wright-Treasurer

David Liley-sailing instructor

