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EF Schumacher: Cameron's choice

Robert McCrum, (The Observer, Sunday 27 March 2011)

"Our task is to look at the world and see it whole." (Schumacher)

“EF Schumacher, the humane socialist economist known for his 1973 bestseller Small Is Beautiful, championed 'economics as if people mattered'. Forty years on, he's enjoying a revival, thanks, oddly enough, to David Cameron…”

http://www.guardian.co.uk/politics/2011/mar/27/schumacher-david-cameron-small-beautiful 

http://tinyurl.com/6zwso5b  
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Man's task as twofold, first "to fully develop oneself" and second, "to form one's relationship to other people – family, groups, one's countrymen, mankind – sensibly, ethically, or expressed quite simply, with joy." (Schumacher, 1948)

"We can, each of us," (Schumacher) writes, "work to put our inner house in order." The guidance for this task, he concluded, should not come from the state, or from science and technology, but from humanity itself, "the traditional wisdom of mankind".

Celebrating the concept of "enoughness", Silva (Rohan Silva, senior policy adviser to the prime minister) claimed that "the three pillars of the 'big society' are all consistent with Schumacher". These pillars are, 

first, the decentralisation of power; 

second, 
public service reform; and 

third, social community reform helping people to come together to work responsibly for the common good. 

We have, said Silva, "an urgent sense of needing to embrace enoughness".

"Our task is to look at the world and see it whole." (Schumacher)

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/E._F._Schumacher 

