White Paper TIm Dracup, Narrowing the Gaps Division, DCSF:
'It does not contain details of the wider reforms of gifted and talented education, as set out in John Stannard's speech of 11 June. However, we will be posting that speech on the Department's website and using our regular communications with local authorities and schools to draw attention to it.

The White Paper does contain detail of new entitlements or guarantees for every pupil and parent - and both of these include specific provisions for gifted and talented.

The parents' guarantee provides that:

'Parents receive written confirmation of the extra challenge and support their child will receive if they are identified as gifted and talented - and a clear understanding of what they should do to help them'

The pupil guarantee provides:

'For every identified gifted and talented learner to have confirmed by their school the personalised development and support they will receive in the classroom and outside school hours'
We intend that these entitlements will be voluntary in academic year 2009/10 but will become binding from September 2010. Taken together, they provide the lynchpin for a stronger, clearer accountability framework for schools in respect of gifted and talented education.

They will ensure that:

*  all parents/carers are informed when their children have been identified as G&T- it will no longer be possible for schools to withold this information
*  there is clarity about the challenge and support the school will provide as a consequence - covering normal classroom activity as well as out-of hours provision and
*  the parent/carer and the school establish together how the parent/carer can support this.

The White Paper says that:
'if parents feel their children are not receiving the guarantee, they must be able to act to address this in ways which do not involve recourse to the courts or complex legal processes. As currently provided by statute, in the first instance, parents will be able to raise their concerns with their child's teachers, the head, the school's governing body or their local authority. Normally, this should see their concerns being met, but if there are difficulties with this, in the future they will be able to ask the Local Government Ombudsman to investigate.'
It also confirms that there will be further consultation about the Pupil Guarantee and its delivery.'
