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This paper analyses the responses of 6 educators who are addressing discursively the tensions, challenges and creative possibilities offered by the national policy on 'Gifted and Talented Education', in their masters and doctoral degree programmes. The responses include their work and research with cultural expectations of egalitarianism and democracy in a regime dominated by high stakes testing and conflicting demands. 

The analysis exposes contradictions between educational values of respect for individuals who are able to contribute to their own learning and well being and that of others, and the imposition of present policy on practice through the exercise of systemic power relations.  The analysis includes an account of my educational influence in living my educational principles of supporting young persons' understandings of themselves as creators of knowledge and in developing the living values that give meaning and purpose to their lives. 

The presentation includes multimedia narratives and other art forms as metaphors in the explication of the meanings of embodied expressions of educational responsibility in forming and responding through cultures in resistance. It draws on research into my own practice as a senior educational psychologist leading in inclusive gifted and talented education in a local authority.

