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Kiltearn

The Church of Kiltearn is thought to have been dedicated to St Tighernach, son of an Irish Prince of Leinster, who died in 506 or 548 (W.J. Watson). A less likely derivation is from Thighearn, the Lord's Church - whether Lord temporal or spiritual is debatable. After the formation of the Bishopric of Ross by King David 1124 it became a prebend (stipend) of Paisley Abbey.

Lemlair was a separate parish, a prebend of the Cathedral of Fortrose until after 1618. The church, on the edge of the Firth, (now Waterloo) was consecrated in 1198 and is mentioned in the Pluscardine Charters. It fell into disuse early in the 17th century. Latterly dedicated to St Mary, there had been an earlier dedication to St Bride, alternatively (Watson) St Brigh and is known as Cille Bhrea or Cladh Mo-Bhrigh. St.Brigh, Brendan's sister, and Tighernach were contemporaries. It has been suggested that Brendan may have built the church and called it after his sister, while sailing down the coast from Orkney.

It is said that Lemlair was the first place in the North where Presbyterian doctrines were taught, this by Donald Munro, the first Presbyterian Commissioner for Ross (see below).

The site was partially excavated in 1966. The central part of a self-standing sandstone Cross is held at Inverness Museum. It bears concentric circles front and back and has been dated from its type as post Pictish/ Early Medieval (10th-l1th century). The ruins of the church stand on the bank overlooking the Firth. A font, possibly broken at the Reformation (suggests Dr. A. Woodham), is visible inside, so too a door jamb or part of a communion table. Two gravestones with Munro eagles have been removed in recent years.

Between Lemlair and Dingwall, in the cutting by Mountrich, is the destroyed site of Cill Chomhghain/Kilchoan (St Comgan's Chapel), named after the brother of Kentigerna of the 8th century, daughter of Cellach Cualann of Leinster. This is one of the earliest Christian sites in Mid/Easter Ross, dating from around the time the Celtic Church became the Culdee Church.
This was the time of oratories and hermits and 30 such sites have been identified around the Cromarty Firth, which were to disappear at the time of the Reformation (Macrae). Rev.Archibald Campbell (1920-59) was able to point out various such sites still visible at Balconie.

Macrae refers to a Papal note c1450 complaining that such a large town as Dingwall had no parish church. He suggests that Kilchoan may have acted as the parish church, as the River Peffery had long since been bridged by Robert de Munro of Fowlis. Why else, he asks, should there have been a burial site here so close to Dingwall and with another nearby at Lemlair?

Two chapels are reputed to have stood at Balconie, one dedicated to St Monan, probably Moinenn, who was Bishop of Brendan's Monastery at Clonfert and died in 572, the other to Nonekill or St Ninian. Ruins were recorded in 1909 but none remain. One recent minister suggested that the name Balconie derives from Ninian's bay (bagh), rather than the alternatives 'A Residence' or 'A strong place'.

Two further chapels are said to have existed at Culnaskeath and Wester Foulis, maybe Cnoc an Teampuill and Kilday (Cill Dia = God's Chapel?) respectively.
Above Assynt, in the parish of Alness, in a tree-covered mound is the site of Cladh Thuradain, a small burial-ground dedicated to St Curitan/Curaton who lived in the 8th century and is reputed to have died at Rosemarkie. He was also known as St.Boniface, a convert to Rome, not to be confused with Boniface of Canterbury or of Germany. This was probably the site of the 'Chapel of Fyrish'. Norman Macrae suggests that he founded the church.

Early Clergy

Kiltearn

The earliest recorded pastor is one Andrew in 1227. In 1296 a William Kingholm swore fealty to King Edward 1 of England. A Thomas Patterson was vicar in 1487 and was succeeded by Sir John Auchinleck, who was convicted of certain treasonable plots and of being "art and part in the slaughter" of Cardinal Beaton of St Andrews and of holding the castle.

He was succeeded as vicar by John Saidserf. In 1549 Queen Mary presented James Hamilton. John Sandilands, the parson, died in 1585. Angus Neilson was a reader in 1568 and Farquhar Munro in 1573; both were paid an annual stipend of £20.

Archibald Moncrieff, M.A., was presented by King James VI to the parsonage and vicarage on 30th November 1585. Another source states that a Robert Montgomerie was presented to the vicarage in 1587/8, on the death of John Sandilands. A John Munro, M.A., was presented to both posts in 1594/5 also on the death of John Sandilands; so too was one Robert Munro in 1605! (A. Mackenzie).

The Reformation
In 1563 Donald Munro who was a son of Alexander Munro, laird of Kiltearn, was appointed commissioner to plant kirks in Ross. This was the same arch​deacon of the pre-Reformation Diocese of the Isles and author of the celebrated "Description of the Western Isles of Scotland, called Hybrides". Around 1574 Lemlair was added to his charge and tradition has it that he crossed over by boat from his new home at Castlecraig, former seat of the Bishops of Ross, to preach on successive Sundays at Kiltearn, Lemlair and Alness. He died unmarried about 1589 and was buried at Kiltearn.

Alexander Mackenzie informs us that Lemlair Church had a Henry Kincaid as parson at the time of the Reformation (1560), until at least 1607 and states that there is no evidence that he conformed to Protestantism. He is thought to have been the last incumbent. There was also a George Munro (II of Pitlundie and Bearcrofts) who in 1586 was granted the Chaplainry of Clyne (now Mountgerald) by King James VI.

In 1697 the Presbytery of Ross met at Clyne and noted the bad condition of the Church. The heritors "promised to look to the reparation." The graveyard continued to be used by some families into the 1790s.

In 1859, when the Estate of Lemlair was up for Sale, the advertisement mentioned that "the Ecclesiastical Buildings are in good repair".

At St Monan’s Chapel, Balconie a John Munro was chaplain in 1546, dying in 1550. There is reference to him letting the Church lands of Fowlis and brew-house and croft for a yearly payment of 5 marks 2s 8d (£1 = two thirds mark), a dozen capons and 4s increased rental. Sir William Munro was presented as chaplain in 1550 and in 1573 the chaplaincy was granted by James VI to Donald Munro's son, Alexander, at a value of £8 Scots for 7 years.

At the Reformation Kiltearn was let to the laird of Fowlis, Robert Munro, for £96 13s 4d per annum. It was in those parishes most directly under Foulis' control that the Reformation took earliest root around the Cromarty Firth (Ashe). In 1638 the Covenant met with little welcome in the North except in the parishes of Kiltearn and Alness. (Wm Mackay) The parishioners of Kiltearn refused to pay the old vicar's stipend until "ordour be put into the kirk."

With the formation of the Protestant Episcopacy by King James V1, the patronage of the parishes, which in Roman Catholic times had belonged to the Chapter, now came to the Protestant Bishop. "The Lands and Priories were erected into Lordships or baronies and the Right of Patronage passed to the lay holders of these. When the lands were sold or alienated the right of presentation might pass with the lands or be reserved to the ancient holders as Superior. Thus arose at a very early date the difficulty of Patronage which finally resulted in the Disruption." (Norman Macrae). 0, -

In March 1649 the Kiltearn Kirk Session interrogated the minister, Robert Monro, as to whether "he did entertaine Malignantes in his house before the day of Balvenie" (6 May 1649). (The elders present were Hector Dowglass of Balconie, Ferqhair Monro of Teahnaird, John Monro of Swairdell, Hew Monro, Fowles and Hew Monro, Teanerchies = Teaninich). He answered that his grandson and a surgeon, Donald Baine, who were themselves 'Malignants' (supporters of the royalist cause led by Montrose and Hamilton) had frequented his house but that he had tried to divert them from their course. Some had broken his barn, struck his servant and taken meat and drink. The Kirk Session required him to be more "pain full in catechising" and to hold the sacrament of communion, which he had not done since his entry, on account of the troubles. The heritors agreed to pay him 500 merks and 3 chalders of victual, which was evidently less than his predecessor, David Munro.

In 1649 the Presbytery of Dingwall also considered the Plantation of Schools as required by Act of Parliament and required the following heritors to meet the cost: Hector Douglas of Balkenny; Andrew Monro, portioner of Culcairn; Donald Finlaysone, portioner of Culcairn; Andrew Monro in Tenuar (Novar); Hew Munro in Keatwell; John Monro in Newtowne: John Monro of Swardill and Hew Monro of Teaninich.

At the same Presbytery Meeting of September 1649 John Monro in Culnaskeah confessed that he was a Lieutenant in the "unlaw ingadgement against England". David Munro in Keatwell and John Monro of Ardully likewise confessed "access to the late rebellion.”

Also pleading guilty were the following residents of Kiltearn Parish: John Munro of Lemlair (see below) and his son Robert, Captain Andrew Monro, David Monro, Robert Monro, Hutcheon Monro, Andrew Logan, Donald Monro, William McAllan, Donald McNicoll, Wm Smith and son, Andrew Logan, Donald Bayne, John Mcranald, John Dow, cordiner, John miller, Donald Gardiner, Donald McJaspart and Hector Frankman, Alex Mcean vic George, Hector Mcreacan, George McConill Monro, Wm Mcean vic Gillimichael, John Bayne in Dargon, John Mcalister Roy, Donald Finlay vic Alister Powy, Lister Roy McCay, Hector Monro, Wm Urquhart, Wm McWilliam vic Cay, David McAlister.

William Mackay, in his foreword to the Inverness and Dingwall Presbytery Records (1643 - 1687), points out that the Presbytery became less zealous in its persecution of the 'Malignants' after Cromwell's Plantation had reached Scotland.

In June 1652, however, Robert Monro, lost his post, so too the ministers of Dingwall and Fodderty. In September Andrew Monro, the "Expectant" minister, preached at Alness and was acceptable to the heritors of Kiltearn apart from Sir Robert Munro of Fowlis. Sir Robert refused to "voice his acceptance to ony minister but such as wer approven be ye godlie in ye west cuntry", referring to the ardent Covenanters of the South West of Scotland.

In March the following year the parishioners of Kiltearn "regretting the sad condition of sin abounding and no discipline" request a monthly visit by other ministers from the Presbytery. Hector Monro, Kincardine, was detailed in the same month to be "supplied by the heritors, except Fowles and Lemlair."

In December 1653 the parish commissioners asked John Munro to travel to Sutherland to invite Mr. Thomas Hogg, student of divinitie. The parishioners were unanimously satisfied in February but the Earl of Sutherland protested against his removal and it was not until October, after he had delivered a popular sermon in English and Irish (Gaelic) that he was lawfully admitted.

Thomas Hogg

Thomas Hogg/Hog, M.A., the best known of Kiltearn's historic ministers was born in Tain 1628 and died at Kiltearn in 1692. "Backed by a sympathetic patron, Hogg set about the total spiritual reform of the parish." (Ash, 'Noble Harbour')

He had his problems, however, with at least one local laird. John Munro of Lemlair had commanded a 4000 strong Covenanting Army and subsequently twice changed allegiances. (His daughter, Christian, who married Neil Macleod of Assynt, is linked by some to the turning over of Montrose to his executioners.) When Hogg became minister he spoke against the sin of murder. Lemlair took this personally and complained to Sir Robert Munro, "Sir, you have brought a stranger, one of the new lights among us, and he has slighted several gentlemen who might have been useful in his session, and brought in a company of websters and tailors into it; besides every day almost he rails and abuses us from the pulpit and on one day in particular he charged me with bloodshed and murder.... It is true that I was in the army and such things as these cannot be avoided."

Hogg, however, would not submit and addressed Sir Robert. "Sir, this gentleman has come to affront me and the Session. I knew before I came that this was a stiff and untoward people, and I told you so much; but I had God's call and your promise and hand to assist me in bearing down sin, maintaining discipline and vindicating the authority of the Session. I declare I had not in my eye this gentleman, who has come in this insolent manner to abuse me, nor, till he has now owned it did I know that he was guilty of bloodshed. And now I require you, under the pain of perjury to God and breach of promise to me, to take a course with this insolence and as Sherriff to punish this affront."

Sir Robert and Hogg required Colonel Munro to submit to public rebuke in the church. This he appears to have done, for he went on to become "an eminent and most useful Christian" (A. Mackenzie).

In 1657, at the age of 29, Hogg was chosen as Moderator of the Presbytery to replace John Macrae, whom he and his friend John MacKillican in Fodderty, subsequently opposed. They rebuked him for controlling Presbytery appointments, for his "litigousness, needless contention and untractableness....wearing tediousness, misapplication of scriptures, want of edification" and for maintaining that "the main and principal qualification of a minister was knowledge." The Presbytery meeting of January 1658 admonished Macrae for these failings. The minutes of this meeting were later crossed out in red with a reference to "lying records". There were no further meetings until 1663, by which time Hogg had been removed.

Episcopacy returned with King Charles 11 and Hogg joined the Protestors. Hogg, in common with seven others in Moray and Ross, was reluctantly deposed by the Presbytery in 1662, after their refusal to disown the Protestors against Prelacy. The then Moderator of the Presbytery, one Murdoch Mackenzie, is described as quailing before this vigorous 6 foot man, whose "glance of truth and majesty had subdued the haughty colonel and the rude tinker" (Stevenson). The same Mackenzie justified the stand of the accused and condemned his own actions (M. Macdonald, Covenanters in Moray and Ross).

The protestors were elected from their homes and prohibited from taking up residence within twenty miles of their churches. Hogg moved the following year to Inschoch Castle, the residence of his wifes's brother, John Hay, and later to Knockoudie farmhouse at Auldearn. He continued to preach and administer sacraments and a ravine at Auldearn is known as ‘Hogg's Strype’,

His role as religious leader in Kiltearn was taken by local crofter, John Munro ('John Caird', the Tinker 1) and William Ross (' William Gow, the Blacksmith), the earliest of 'The Men' of Ross-shire. (When put to trial, Major General Munro of Culrain, the Judge, urged his colleagues to dismiss the case - "who ever heard of tinkers and blacksmiths contending for religion - we are insulted by the clergy bringing such characters before us?"). Meanwhile Sir Robert Munro of Foulis continued to pay Hogg's dividend until ordered to stop doing so by the courts.

(* The same John Caird had twice been refused baptism by Hogg. "The Lord's time is the best time. When you are fitter to receive that privilege I shall be more willing to grant it." Caird had taken this to heart and soon asked 'Mr Thomas' to "turn your prayer to praises on my account, for this day salvation has come by my soul.")

The newly imposed (1664) episcopal minister, John Gordon had an uneasy ride. Sir John Munro of Fowlis refused to pay his stipend until compelled to do so by law.

In 1667 Gordon complained that his ministry was hindered by his people attending conventicler held by Hogg and McKillican in several parts of the parish. In 1678 he reported that James Urquhart, another deposed minister, was keeping conventicles at Fowlis and that he had baptised the children of Fowlis, also of Hector Munro of Drummond, John Beaton in Culnaskea, Alex Munro, smith in Fowlis, and Hector Sutherland, milne knave (servant). Walter Denune was reported to be holding conventicles in Culbin and Katewell and John McKillican in Katewell.

In 1684 John Gordon sued one Jean Bayne for defamation in accusing him of fathering her child. He further accused her midwife, Kath Munro, of slander. Jean Bayne herself, then withdrew the accusation but, when interviewed simply as a witness, she repeated it "with all imaginable confidence." Mr Gordon had meanwhile refused to permit the testimony of various witnesses on the grounds of sex, age, marital status, criminal or loose behaviour. Gordon maintained that the slander had been got up by the laird of Foulis, who had reportedly promised to pay 500 merks to those prepared to affirm it. (The same Sir John Munro, 'the Presbyterian mortar-piece' suffered fines and imprisonment in Inverness, his son Robert in Tain, for their beliefs). John Beaton, Culnaskea, undertook to prove against Mr Gordon. In March the following year the bishop summoned Jean Bayne and it is reported that she refused to submit to the Synod's sentence. It is not clear if the matter was ever resolved.

In 1686 a Mr John McCallich in Kiltearn was accused of suffering two children to die without baptism. He admitted to the Presbytery that he was a Conventicler.

Hogg meanwhile, now Moderator of the improvised Presbytery, continued, between bouts of imprisonment, to hold conventicles - even after being denounced as a rebel and inter-communed (socially excommunicated) in 1667, in danger of imminent capture and despite of severe illness. In 1677, however, he surrendered to the Earl of Moray, possibly to spare the burden of fines on his followers. For two years he was imprisoned on Bass Rock, where he was joined by his friend John McKillican and James Fraser of Brea. (McKillican had famously escaped detection near Alness, while giving Holy Communion in the house of the Dowager Lady of Fowlis at Obsdale. He hid in the military cloak of the Falstaffian Sir John Munro of Fowlis, only to be arrested soon after in the house of Hugh Anderson in Cromarty).

Hogg survived a dangerous disease during confinement in the dungeon at Bass. (Archbishop Sharp, who was most responsible for Hogg's severe treatment, was soon to have his body and skull crushed by a group of Covenanting horsemen.) Again in 1684 Hogg was imprisoned, this time at the behest of Sir George Mackenzie of Rosehaugh - "the Bluidhe Mackenzie".

He was sent into exile. This took him for a year to the no-man's-land of Berwick-on-Tweed and on to London, from where he intended to sail for Carolina. He was apprehended on suspicion of involvement in the Duke of Monmouth's Rebellion and on his release he fled to Holland, where he became chaplain to Prince William of Orange.

Now very infirm, he returned to Scotland in early 1688, shortly before the 'Glorious Revolution', which brought William of Orange to the throne. In 1690 he took part as Minister of Kiltearn in the General Assembly which initiated the reconstruction of the Presbyterian Church of Scotland. He was only a few weeks in Kiltearn before being appointed one of the king's chaplains, a post he was not in a fit state to take up. He died at Kiltearn after a lengthy illness on 4th January 1692. "Pity me 0 my friends" he said "Do not pray for my life. Allow me to go to my eternal rest." His Lord had assured him "a hundred times that I shall be with him for ever. "

It is said that Thomas Hogg was no narrow-minded fanatic but one who adopted a high spiritual tone. His eager follower, Mrs Campbell of Tomich, says he was gifted with "the tongue of the learned to speak a word in season to the weary."

In 1690 an Act of the Scottish Parliament had conferred patronage on the heritors and elders of the parish, enabling them to approve and disapprove ministers. Fearing abuse of such powers, Hogg left instructions for his body to be buried in the doorway of the church, where his gravestone by the door of the old church still reads "THIS STONE SHALL BEAR WITNESS AGAINST THE PARISHIONERS OF KILMARN, IF THEY SHALL BRING ANE UNGODLY MINISTER IN HERE."

A memorial in St Duthus Church, Tain gives a glowing tribute to "that great and almost apostolical servant of Christ, wandering, intercommuned, imprisoned, exiled, he ceased not to preach Jesus Christ."

Hogg's Successors

Hogg's immediate successor, recommended by the great man himself, was one William Stewart/Stuart, who in 1704 was threatened, while in the pulpit at Dingwall, with loaded pistols by followers of the Earl of Seaforth from Kintail. Mr Stuart was called to Inverness in 1707, having reserved a spot of ground (16 foot square) at Kiltearn for his burial place. He returned to Kiltearn within 20 years to resume the position of minister.

The Kiltearn Kirk Session Minutes (Booklet 7) for the period 1697 to 1728 give a detailed account of the concerns of the day. The principal roles of Kirk Session were to administer Poor Relief, maintain Church Discipline, ensure the maintainance of the Fabric of the Church Buildings and supervise Education. In 1703 they also took on the role in 1703 of registering baptisms and later marriages and deaths.
During this period they also spent much energy in seeking suitable "ministers of the gospel" for the paroch (parish). In November 1708 Mr Stuart, visiting from Inverness, expressed his concern to see the parish in "so desolate circumstances". He proposed Hugh Campbell as a suitable minister and the full Session, including the heritors (landowners), agreed.

Mr Campbell left in 1721 for Wester Kilmuir and the Session strived for five years to find a replacement. Three candidates were in turn unanimously agreed upon but are not released from their existing duties. (In the process Captain Andrew Munro of Westertown stirred a potential hornet's nest in protesting against voting powers being given to any Heritor "not paying stipend or tyend bolls (of corn) to the minister". Eventually they were successful in their repeated call for the return of William Stuart.

Poor Relief, the burden of the Kirk Session until 1872, is covered separately under 'The Parish Poor'.

Parish Schools remained Kirk Session responsibility until transferred to School Boards in 1872 (see section on 'Schooling'). The minutes point to a rapid turn-over of School-masters in this early period.
Catechists too came and went. There appear to have normally been two, one for each end of the parish. In April 1728 the Session authorised 10 shillings to be given to each of the Catechists but there were no funds to pay them immediately. In September William Morrison, catechist for the Easter Division, received £6, John Ross, for the Wester Division, only £3. Small Payments were also made to the Synod Bursar and the Presbytery Bursar. The Kirk Session Clerk was paid £20 per annum, often considerably in arrears.

In 1727 £2:05 shillings was paid towards Divinity and Philosophy bursars.

Money from the funds for the poor was advanced to the Collector of stipends, John Feast "in friendly borrowing for building the School-house." In 1728 he was reported to the Sherriff by David Bathune, the clerk, and within 6 months had been bound to repay the Session their advance. The prosecution costs were enormous £12 Sterling (£144 Scots) and probably a direct loss to the poor of the parish.

Officers sometimes held back payments made directly to them as a guarantee against stipends due to them and this caused some discussion and concern within the Session. In 1703 some parishioners took offence at the Kirk Officer selling Ale in his house to supplement his income. The Session found no offence in this practice but did, however, recommend that he "forebear brewing",

The Session was responsible for maintaining the Church Buildings in repair and passing the expense on to the heritors. In 1691 thatching of the church cost £210 and a contribution was levied at £6.16 per 100 Pounds rental. Repairs to the Manse in 1696 cost £80 and the corresponding contribution was £2.12. The following year heritors were called on to furnish straw and ropes for thatching part of the manse.

In 1706 Sir Robert Munro of Foulis reported his "care and diligence anent (concerning) the chapell (church), the timber was prepared" and suggests that the work undertaken "would save the chapell were it not for the violent frost," The Session requested the laird of Foulis in 1706 to follow up John Montgomery regarding the thatching of the chappell and to finish the rest of the work of the work, including securing doors and windows. In July 1707 each oxgate (area ploughed by one team of oxen per year) in the parish was appointed to carry a load of heather and other items, alternatively to pay 10 shillings Scots.

In 1708 the work in putting up the loft "with a timber stair leading thereto" was behind schedule and Joseph Montgomery was threatened with being taken off the job. Two years later, however, he was still being pursued to complete it before Michaelmas.

In 1725 the Collector of stipends, John Feam, was exhorted to cause the tradesmen working on the Manse to "expede" the matter "at his perile." Heritors were expected to provide heather in 1726 and to furnish John Munro, alias Breck in Teanaird, 5 firlots of victual (2 pecks from each davoch) for thatching the kirk. The following year a John Brebeder (weaver) was paid £3 in advance by the Session for thatching the kirk but had to be pursued by Sir Robert Munro a year later to finish the job.

A communal coffin was made by John Munro in 1698 for £4 and a grave-digging spade by Alex Munro for 12 shillings. A Sand Glass was fixed with an iron frame in 1725. In 1727 James Bremner was paid the £3 for removing and repairing the Church seats. Soon after the Kirk Officer or Beadle reported the theft of some forms and a table leaf and the Session authorised replacement for £6 Scots. Captain George Munro of Culcairn donated two large trees in 1728 for making the Communion Table and Sir Robert Munro a large plank. The cost of the joinery was £4.13s.04 pence. 9 Ells of linen (c.9 yards) for the Communion Table were purchased in September for £4 10s.

In 1697 the Kirk Session levied contributions for repairs to the Bridge of Skeach and Culcairne, for which John Munro, mason, was paid £20 Scots and 2 bolls of oatmeal.

Sacraments at this time, as today, were rare and the parish sometimes lent out its silver cups to other parishes. The clerk in August 1726 was instructed to write to Mr.Bethune, minister in Rosskeen, to recover them. The cups may date to 1689 when the silver communion cup, made in Inveness and still in use today, was presented by the Lady of Balconie (Duncan Murray).
Maintenance of the Moral Discipline of the Parish was a continuing theme throughout this period. Norman Macrae wrote in 1923 that the Session records show the side of life more properly belonging to a police court. Rarely did the Session sit without considering breaches of the Seventh Commandment, 'fornication', 'antenuptial fornication', adultery or hearing a report on the progress of punishments. Fornicators were obliged to confess publicly in front of the congregation. Some were treated more sternly than others, possibly where a child had resulted. A young mother, Christian Munro, and John Munro of Culcairn, appeared weekly for 6 months and needed to convince the minister and the congregation of their repentance for "their great wickedness and sin of adultery" before they were absolved. An Anna nine Rob was obliged to "continue to stand until such time as greater signs of repentance appear in her."

One married couple was ordered to confess publicly to having engaged in antenuptial (premarital) fornication. Several couples denied anything worse than lying in the barn and "discoursing" together. Some were threatened with the oath of purgation (purification) and many were referred to the Presbytery. A Margaret Doun was appointed to wear sackcloth and "stand in the Jaggs at the Kirk door til the second and third bell". A Roderick Cuach in Fowlis, refused to do the same.

In June 1708 the Session took a dim view of "the scandalous carriage" of maid servants sharing the same room as her master or unmarried women lodging communally and determined to censure offenders.

Various other offences come to light from drunkenness and swearing and to breach of the Sabbath by "striving with ane another" or even baking, drawing water, collecting a cow, bearing a load and gathering kail. An Anna Nickownie in Newtowne was summoned in 1698 for "breaking ane stalk of corn on the Sabbath Day" but failed to appear. John Maigillichallim in Teanrivane was charged with "the frequent custom of beating his wife and particularly on the Sabbath Day."

The people of Killichoan were threatened with censure for "the godless practice" of failing "to attend the ordinances on the Sabbath day", others for leaving church during the service. In 1711 two people were appointed to go through various parts of the parish to observe "such as stay home upon the Sabbath from divine service." Andrew Munro of Bridgend of Culcairn was accused of passing a scandalous report about the minister. Christian Murray in June 1701 was ordered to be rebuked by the minister for leaving the sermon in order to be with her soldier husband, who was due to leave the country the following day. The Session considered that "her subjection to her husband ought to be in the Lord."

In 1696 Donald Maicanvig in Culcairne and Alex Taylor in Culbin were appointed "Inspectors for a month to see none depart from church without relevant excuse until the Sermon be ended." In February 1710 the Session appointed informers from the respective quarters of the parish, 2 each in Balcony, Culcairn, Clair, Swordale, Wester Fowlis, Clyne, and Killichoan; one each in Teanaird, Lemlair and Stroinchary (Strongarve?).

Fornicators and other 'delinquents' provided a potential source of funds to the Session. In 1726 ten couples (or one member thereof) were fined a total of £58 Scots, several of them for relapses. There were often difficulties, however, in getting them to pay their fines.

Church seating was a source of some controversy. In August 1712 David McLennan and his daughter were called for making a row about a seat and scolding one of the elders, Alex Munro, calling him a villain and his daughter a slut. In 1727 some of the heritors were in dispute about their pews. William Munro of Teanaird petitioned for return of his seat by John Munro, tacksman at Foulis, Inchcoulter petitioned for a larger one, Mountgerald said he had none. The matter was left to the heritors to arrange the matter between themselves.

In 1728 new Elders and Deacons were appointed "until after a due tryal ...such may be legallie chosen": Duncan Reid and William Balloch in Clare; Rory Ross in Knockmartin; John McAllie in Swordell; Lauchlane McPherson in Parks; George Robertson in Balcony; Robert McRol in Fowlis; Andrew McCay in Culniskea; John Caird Munro in Catewell; Donald Balloch in Limlair; James Robertson in Polloch; John Grant in Ardullie.

Andrew Robertson, son of Hugh Robertson, Balconie, was minister from 1731 to his death in 1769. It is said that during his time religion revived to such an extent that Kiltearn became known as the 'Holy Land' but this term may in fact have been coined earlier in Hogg's tine.

A Manse and offices were built in 1762.

In 1770 George Watson, the first minister presented to Kiltearn by the Crown, was the first minister to wear a pulpit gown (gifted by his brother-in-law Sir Hector Munro of Novar). This was one of the causes of the unpopularity that supposedly obliged him to leave within five years.

In 1773 the Kirk Session had the minister "strongly recommend to the heads of families to receive no stranger into their service" except those with "certificates of their moral character."

In 1776 Harry Robertson, Doctor of Divinity, was translated from Clyne to Kiltearn. (He is the author of the excellent chapter on Kiltearn in the First Statistical Account.)

In the 1790s the minister's stipend was 68 bolls of oatmeal, 68 bolls of barley, £32 sterling, with a Glebe of 4 acres arable ground, without any grass.

The Kirk was rebuilt in 1791 at a cost of £700. It was built to seat 700 and included a Gallery for the Foulis Family. George Hay in "The Architecture of Scottish Post-Reformation Churches 1560 - 1843, writes that "Its east gable incorporates 2 medieval buttresses and a drip mould. Other features of note are the southward projection of the roof and the considerable roof span."

In 1816 many in the parish objected to the call to Thomas Munro, MA, an ex Alness schoolmaster and he was only admitted after an appeal to the General Assembly. This was possibly the major cause for large scale secession from the parish church. The United Secession Church put up the money for an alternative minister and the Chapel was built in the new village of Evanton.

At the January 1830 Kirk Session, attended by 3 Ministers (Thomas Munro, Kiltearn, Alex Flyter, Alness and John MacDonald, Urquhart), the heritors, represented by the factors of Fowlis and Mountgerald, complained that the Minister was not entitled to claim "the Element money for the year that he neglected to dispense the Sacrament (of Communion) but that it ought to be paid to the poor." The heritors claimed that the minister had not administered the Sacrament "more than 4 or 5 times over a period of 16 years." The Session decided to retain £1 8s 2 1/2d, half of the sum in question.

By 1839 as many as 172 people were regularly attending the Secessionist's Chapel, a number which the parish minister says was considerably less than the building's 400 capacity. Of these only a few families, he claimed, were "real Seceders". The Minister himself informed the Presbytery of Dingwall in March 1838 that "there would have been no secession but for the arrival of 5 Secession families from the South."

In "Easter Ross, the Double Frontier", Mowat writes that:"Kiltearn is considered to have maintained stricter standard of puritanism than most of its neighbours" and was "comparable with the approach of the Ayrshire church against whom Burns wrote." However "even in parishes like Kiltearn the nineteenth century brought an element of moderation into the proceedings of the Kirk session." In the meantime, however, most of the church's followers, in protest against Church patronage, were to leave for the ranks of the Free Church at the Disruption in 1843. The Kirk Minister, himself, Duncan Campbell, "came out" promptly, after only one year in post. He took most of his congregation with him and remained Free Church minister for 31 years.

The church at Kiltearn struggled on, first under James Munn (1843-1845), then Alexander Maclean (1846-1874), who found time to be father to 15 children, one of whom became an inspector-general of the Royal Navy, another a Surgeon Rear-Admiral. It was not until William Watson's time that church numbers began again to increase.
Ministers:

Thomas Hogg from 1654 - 1663, 1690 - 1692

John Gordon 1664 - 1689 William Stuart 1693 - 1705 Hugh Campbell 1708 - 1721 William Stuart 1726 - 1729 Andrew Robertson 1731 - 1769 George Watson 1770 -1775

Harry Robertson, D. D., from May 1776 - 1815

Thomas Munro, M.A., 1816 - 1841 (died)

Duncan Campbell 1842 - 1843, joined Free Church <1843 - 1874)

James Munn 1843 - 1845 (died) Alexander Maclean 1846 - 1874 William Watson 1875 – 1914
William Watson, M. A. son of a minister of Uig, was assistant to a mathematics professor at Edinburgh University. Kiltearn was his first and his only charge, remaining till his death aged 71 in 1914. Frank Maclennan writes that "when he came to Kiltearn a scant half-dozen families attended his church. (14 Communicants and 24 Professed Adherents). He suffered rebuffs and trials during the first 20 years or so of his ministry; for the froth and fury of the Disruption lingered in the hearts of some, who were still able to look on a minister of the established Church as one deserving only to be spoken ill of. Mr Watson bore it all with a firm patience." (Ferindonald Papers)

One anonymous Member of the School Board was so incensed by Watson's behaviour that he wrote to the Ross-shire Journal: "Since his advent to the dark regions of the North he has instituted a Literacy Association in his parish and has electrified the citizens of Evanton and the rural families of Kiltearn, by lectures on astronomy and other kindred topics, which to his learned mind, seemed a more congenial task than to teach them the Shorter Catechism ...Mr Watson is too young a divine to criticise the Shorter Catechism.... Very obviously he does not believe in prayer..." Watson replied that he felt "sorry for children who do not understand the Shorter Catechism and are compelled to commit it to memory."

Rev Wallace Brown, of Alness, a fellow music lover, said of him: He "came to Kiltearn with the reputation of a great scholar and an able preacher of the Gospel.... he knew his position as parish minister - that all parishioners had a claim upon his services although they may belong to another communion
He was an interesting and popular preacher; his imagination and Celtic fire lit up the story he had to tell. Science kept her spell over him and as a popular lecturer he was in great demand all over the Highlands. In spite of his three score years and ten he died a young man."

It was during his time that the Thomas Hogg Memorial Hall was built in the village in 1894. The commemoration plaque which had been erected in 1881 was transferred to the new hall, where it sits in the SE wall, a plaque to William Watson himself opposite.

Frank Maclennan writes in 'Story of a Highland Family' that one Sunday during the service a timber of Kiltearn Church cracked. "There was a certain amount of confused and hurried evacuation. The then laird retained his seat and his dignity. On being afterwards complimented on his calm behaviour, he is reported to have said "When the beam cracked I just looked at John Munro (the carpenter). I saw he was not moving, so I knew I could safely keep my seat."

Rev Watson complained at the state of the Church in the late 1890s and said the congregation would not use it in its current state. The heritors complained that they had paid £400 twenty years previously and had just recently spent £2000 on the new manse.

The Old Manse, which had been built in 1762 and enlarged in 1806, was taken down in the late nineteenth century (part of one wall remains dividing the Steading and the cemetery) . The New Manse was built nearby in the late 1890s at cost of £2000. Rev Watson reportedly said it was the finest in Ross-shire. He did not always live here himself. In 1896 a "gentleman", James Allan, was in residence at the manse. Later Lord Chatfield, Admiral of the Fleet, rented the manse when the Fleet was at Invergordon. (A grand​daughter, Sarah/Alpha, is married to Hector Munro of Foulis).

The Kirk Session continued to consider cases of breach of moral discipline among its members. In 1883 Donald Macrae, Clare, was rebuked for fornication but immediately absolved.

In 1896 all but one member of the congregation were in favour of Instrumental Music and organs were purchased for the Church and the Hall at £48 and 12 shillings. Lila Sutherland was appointed organist at £5 per annum.

Further Ministers

Alexander Forbes Black, M. A., B. D. , 1915 - 1920

Archibald Campbell M.A., 1920 - 1959

Born at Kildonan, Eigg, retired 1959, died in 1964 aged 81, Mr.Campbell was evidently highly regarded and much loved. A glass eye, following an accident with barbed wire, was the source of comment. 'The Wheeler' wished to know if he saw as well out of it as the other one.

The Hogg Memorial Hall was dedicated as a Church in 1950.

He once preached a strong sermon against farming on the Sunday, with reference particularly to Alan Moore (d 1991), maybe the first to do so and ironically one who went on to farm the Glebe itself.

Campbell is commemorated by the font in the Church.

John McKendry, 1960 - 1965

Charles Roberston, 1965 - 1978 Aged 25 on arrival

Anthony Livesley, 1979 ‑

Trained at Glasgow Bible College.

The Church of Scotland Today

The Church of Scotland in 1992 has 100 communicant members, 50 adherents, about 40 attendees not on the roll and about 50 involved in Sunday School and Youth Work. Church attendance has doubled in Livesley's time although numbers on the roll have declined. He reckons that only around 25 per cent of people in the parish have an interest in any Church.

Mr. Livesley had heard about the Evanton Christmas Tree episode (Christmas 1977) in the New Zealand papers. He considers that it "still is an issue in the parish" in 1991, as to whether the community should indeed have forced the (Free Presbyterian) head teacher out, after his refusal to allow a Christmas tree in the school. Today, he feels, "Kiltearn is not particularly different as a parish from any other." There are 7 Elders, all men - "women have been reticent about coming forward."
Old Kiltearn Church is now a problem for the church as it is a listed building and requires maintenance. The roof was removed around 1940. The building, the minister feels, is of interest historically rather than architecturally.

The Old Manse was vacated c 1975, given the prohibitive expense of heating and upkeep. It was sold to Mr Jack after planning permission had been refused to a Security Firm willing to pay a lot more. It is now a Children's Home run by a Christian Trust. There was criticism when the new manse was built up at Ash Hill as going from one extremity of the parish to the other.

Much of the Glebe has been sold to the Highland Region for the graveyard. The Saltings are part of the Glebe and the shore between low and high water. Part of the Glebe is rented by Drummond Farm. Sir Hector Munro of Foulis gifted the foreshore to the Church. This did not include the fishing rights. Sir Charles Munro had earlier instructed the minister to desist from taking seaweed from the shore.

The Steading remained derelict for many years before being sold in the late 70s to the Kennedys. They had some difficulty in getting planning permission but have sympathetically converted it. It is a listed building.

Historical Items include the Bell used by Thomas Hogg, which is kept at the manse, and a Silver Communion Cup, one of two made in Inverness and presented by the Lady of Balconie in 1689.

The New Hall, completed in 1989, cost £41,000, half of which came from investments; and of the other half most from direct giving, some from fund​raising.

Relations with other churches

See below

EVANTON FREE CHURCH

Ministers

Duncan Campbell, 1843 - 1873

Born at Glenlyon in 1796 and studied at University of Edinburgh. In 1842 he came as parish minister and within a year, at the Disruption, had "come out" or "gone over" (depending on one's point of view), along with almost his entire congregation, to the Free Church, where he remained minister until his death in 1873. For 19 successive years he went to preach on the Island of Mull.

The Church on Drummond Road, which is now 2 houses, was built immediately after the Disruption. The Manse too was built in 1843, the architect Alexander Messer. It is a Schedule C listed building, part of the Community Centre since 1970s.

In 1848 there were 40 church members.

Dugald Matheson, 1874 - 1882

Born at Snizort, Isle of Skye, in 1836, he studied at the University and Free Church College, Glasgow. In 1882 he was translated to Dundee, Albert Square and died in 1900. He was, according to reputation, "of wider outlook than his successor. His family made the manse a happy centre for friends."(FP)

Murdo Macqueen, 1884 - 1912.

Born in 1848, the son of Rev. Macqueen, Daviot, he studied at the University and New College, Edinburgh and was ordained at Tarbert in 1876. He came to Kiltearn in 1884 aged 36 and was there till his untimely death in 1912, aged 64. He was one of the 27 ministers who continued the Free Church after the Union of 1900 (see below). He was Moderator of the General Assembly in 1904 - "a well -deserved tribute to his gifts"(FP). He was a man of "determination, forcefulness, leadership, a stubborn, unyielding adherence to first principles."

Janette Maclennan and her brother Frank describe how their parents left the Free Church on account of Macqueen's strictness regarding public singing, in which their mother engaged. It was said that "if we want to see our minister we have to go to Novar Station", Macqueen often being away from the parish "giving lectures and talks all over the place.”(JM)

Donald Munro/Donny Cronkan, the bone-setter from Knockancurin, wrote in his diary on 10th January 1887. "At Church, Macqueen preached, and said that if Enoch was where he stood he would have raised his voice against the Dancing Ball that the Moderates had had in the School, and his people had not the manliness to say they would not go. And a lot of bash like that. The Free Church Treasurer, J. Ross, and one of the six Free Church Office-bearers Danie Knockan, were the leaders..." (FP)

In 1900 there were 89 Church members.

THE CHURCH RIOT, 1900

The Evanton Church ‘Riot’ 27th November 1900 arose from the successful nation-wide movement to unify the Free Church and the United Presbyterian Church. This was opposed by Macqueen and most Highland Free Church Ministers. (Refs: Ferindonald Papers and Ross-shire Journal)

At the Dingwall Presbytery Mr Macqueen gave notice that he would move the disapproval of the overture by the General Assembly for unification. He spoke of the Union movement being "largely political" and said that "jealousy of a sister church was at the root of that movement." "There was something worse than to be a fool,, there was something worse than to break up a congregation. It was infinitely worse to be unfaithful to the principles one had solemnly sworn to defend." Mr Munro, Alness, seconded the motion. "I cannot approve of Union with another body at the cost of great division among ourselves." Acrimonious debate followed; voted for Union - 2; against - 8.

October 1900 witnessed the Union of the vast majority of the Free Church and the unanimous body of the United Presbyterian Church of Scotland. "Out of these two large bodies representing a great proportion of Presbyterian Scotland has arisen a new Church to be known hereafter as the United Free Church of Scotland. The Union Movement has been under consideration since 1894...The movement has been closely associated with the name of Principal Rainy. The dissentients of the Free Church as represented by a small body of their ministers, (all but a few of those in the Highlands), have decided that the Union is not a Union in which the Free Church is involved otherwise than by a huge Secession Movement."(Ross-shire Journal)

The Evanton congregation elected to remain in the Free Church and to have nothing to do with the United Free Church. Commentators wondered whether the United Free Church would make any effort to evict them.

A small group of locals were interested in pursuing the idea of unification and advertised a Public Meeting for 27 November 1900 to take place in the Jubilee Hall. The speakers were to be 2 clergymen of the United Free Church, invited by Robert Macintyre, Newton farmer, and ex-Provost Mackay, invited by Meiklejohn, Novar factor.

The Ross-shire Journal reporter was on the scene: "A Crowd gathered and started shouting out their objections
constables Mackenzie, Evanton and Paul, Alness, attempted to pacify a crowd far too large for them to control...two hundred persons...a constable sent a telegraph to Dingwall for assistance.... the response was prompt...but the meeting had terminated early...there was a rush on the part of the crowd...Me Meiklejohn was hit by a clod of mud on the jaw...Dr Allan came in for some rough handling...Mr. Macqueen met with the crowd at the post Office and dissuaded them from further demonstration. In the morning there was much evidence of lumps of mud, divots and rotten eggs, the porch of the hall suggested a mud shower, the windows of the Board room were smashed."

"Evanton forgot itself on Tuesday night... (but) at no time was the temper of the crowd savage and at no time was anyone in danger of great bodily harm...the police are to be congratulated on the promptness with which they handled the affair."

On December 7 1900 Rev Murdo Macqueen preached following "The Intrusion". Over 500 persons were reported by the Ross-shire Journal to have been present at the English service. Macqueen took as his text "I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith." "Rainy (the Free Church Moderator) and his majority have gone over to the United Church...He (Rainy) mocked the Highlanders and said they were only playing at the Free Church. He may be playing at it and doing what he can to destroy the Church... The United Church ministers had the impudence to come into this beautiful countryside these last few days to set up agitation. They were not wanted by me nor by this congregation but by one or two individuals who were connected with another church. These graceless men were at the bottom of this and tried to do all the mischief they could; and backed by the Presbytery of Dingwall, their object was to try and take this church from us....I wish to expose the hypocrisy of these traitor ministers...Rainy has been found out and the Highlands are waking up as one man, and will have nothing to do with him and his United Church."

A correspondent in the Inverness Courier remarked: "Some persons have called the action of the parties who opposed the proposed meeting a "riot", Surely some persons have yet to learn the meaning of a plain english term. The Kiltearn affair was not a riot but a somewhat lively commotion on the part of individuals who believed that the factor and the big farmer had taken too much upon themselves in coming to Kiltearn to provoke opposition in the historic congregation of Kiltearn, whose deeds of valour in the days of Hogg, and in the days of the march of the soldiers to evict the poor crofters of Sutherlandshire, are famous in the annals of our beloved Highlands." ('Onlooker')

The following Sunday Rev. John Mackay, late of Cromarty, of the United Free Church, conducted services in the Jubilee Hall. "Although no unseemly attempt was made to prevent the meeting being held, yet the villagers did not entirely conceal their antipathy to the 'intrusion.'...Groups of men assembled at various coigns of vantage to watch those who entered the hall. The women too, who seem to feel the position more keenly than the men, congregated on the street and with arms akimbo, vehemently denounced what they considered an attempt to break up the congregation."(RJ)

The congregation in the hall was small, only 14 in all, including 4 children and 2 press representatives. (Dr Allan and Miss Turnbull, Assynt, were present). Rev Mackay said that "they were all very sorry that any of the inhabitants of that beautiful parish should think that they had anything in view but the interest of the cause of Christ.— Some people said that they were wishing to dispossess the good minister (Macqueen) of the Free Church and the manse. Nothing could be farther from the truth than that... The truth was that it was the Free Church that was pursuing them." "He said he would be very sorry if anybody would be punished for what they did."

On January 11th 1901 4 persons accused of taking part in the disturbances in Evanton were brought to Trial in Dingwall. The Ross-shire Journal refers to them all as 'better-to-do workers': Thomas Macnair, carter, Balconie St.; Kenneth Campbell, labourer, Assynt St.; Amelia or Emily Dingwall, spinster, Camden St.; Hugh Munro, labourer, Hermitage St.

The Rev John Mackay, John Meiklejohn, Dr Allen and Dr and Catherine Turnbull gave evidence, so too Mr Macintyre, who said that his ears were so blocked up with mud that they had to be syringed by a druggist. Catherine Finlayson, domestic servant, said she had been struck by mud and stones.

The Procurator Fiscal said that it was perfectly clear that these persons "were banded together in concert for an unlawful purpose to prevent or obstruct the holding of this legitimate meeting," The Sheriff found Hugh Munro Not Guilty; the other three he found guilty of mobbing and rioting. The charge of assault against Macnair was found not proven; but Campbell was found guilty on the evidence of the police. Each guilty party was fined £3 with the alternative of 30 days' imprisonment. The fines were paid on the spot.

On January 18th 1901 the Gaelic and English services at Kiltearn on Sunday were well attended. "The congregation", says the Ross-shire Journal reporter, "is very numerous and a better-to-do or more intelligent working class congregation is probably not to be found in the Ross-shire Highlands. The people continue to be devoted to the cause of the Free Church and loyal to Rev. Murdo Macqueen, their minister."

"It is true", continues the reporter, "that his somewhat brusque and stinging characterizations of opponents have considerably discredited him among his opponents - in the pulpit he has very considerable power...he showed himself to be a distinctly evangelical preacher; practical and convincing. "

In 1901 Lord Low dismissed the Petition by the Free Church of Scotland to the declaration of their entitlement to the funds and properties of the Free Church. At the Appeal in 1904, however, the House of Lords found that the " United Free Church had no right, title or interest in any part of the lands, properties or monies of the Free Church as at 30th October 1900. The Lords took the view nevertheless that the Free Church was not in a position to administer all its trusts." A Royal Commission of Enquiry led to the Churches (Scotland) Act of 1905 which provided for the appointment of a Commission to allocate the property between the two churches, "giving the benefit to the Free Church, where out of those who were members or adherents on 30th October 1900 and were still in 1905 resident in the district, at least one third were members of the Free Church. ('Tarbat, Easter Ross'). In 1929 the United Church and the Church of Scotland were united.

Shortly after midnight on 2nd January 1912 Macqueen took his own life. Neither the manner of nor the reason for his death received any mention in the many tributes and memorials. This God-fearing and upright man of the cloth had discovered that, at the age of 64, he had made a girl pregnant. The registrar noted that he died by "a self-inflicted razor wounds on his throat". His suicide is common knowledge among older residents of the village, so too that he killed himself in an even more horrible way than that stated (charitably?) by the doctor. Despite his having ended his own life, Macqueen was buried on hallowed ground.

Macqueen's funeral was the largest one for a long time. It was attended by Rev Principal Maculloch from Glasgow and three local ministers. He was buried beside Kiltearn Church, and a tall red marble pillar subsequently erected by his grave by his brother and sister. His sister had shared the manse with him and acted as his house-keeper.

The Ross-shire Journal paid tribute to his preaching as "scriptural and evangelical with much experimental doctrine." He was a "forcible, eloquent, public speaker." He "opposed departures from sound doctrine and purity of worship" and had advocated the destruction of church organs. Rev Andrew McQueen (no relation), Aberdeen Free Church said of him "This russet haired man had a well-formed head with protruding eyes....No man in the Dining Hall appeared to have made up his mind on the rightness of the Establishment principles and the wrongness of Voluntaryism than this impulsive Highlander.."

"A man cannot be devoid of real worth who can kindle the imagination of his fellow-countrymen as the Free Church Minister of Kiltearn has done."

The Obituary in the Ross-shire Journal said that "but for the Union movement Mr McQueen would have been little known outside the Highland line. He had been looked upon as a staunch adherent to the Constitutional party and a safe doctrinal preacher whose Calvinism was robust and whose pulpit ministrations, whether in Gaelic or in English, were highly acceptable to the people. The Union movement, however, wakened dormant instincts. The strength of his convictions led him inevitably into the thicket of the fray
 His power of invective was conspicuous. In short, crisp phrases, ridicule poured forth from his lips. The full sting of his invective was frequently relieved by the saving grace of humour.... Mr Macqueen, of course, was rigorously opposed to innovation and hymns and instrumental music were alike abiding aversions".

"Mr Macqueens's own congregation was large and singularly attached to him." "In private life Mr Macqueen was a mild mannered, genial, unobstrusive man, with that rare native courtesy which is the traditional possession of the typical Highlander."

(The register of births indicates that illegitimate daughters were born to two domestic servants resident in the parish in June and July 1912. The window of the room in which Macqueen took his life was boarded up for many years. Even today Kiltearn schoolchildren say the place is haunted).

Further Ministers

Donald Smith, 1914 - 1926

A native of Stornoway he was, says Rev. J. MacDonald, "a very able preacher" A New Manse was built during his time. He was translated to Govanhill, Glasgow.

The Church was then without a resident minister for 6 years.

John MacDonald, Kiltearn 1932 - 1965

(See interview (1991))

Born in 1897 in North Uist, educated in Canada and Edinburgh, a missionary in South Africa 1927-9, he was 3 years in Helmsdale before coming to Kiltearn in 1932. "My call was signed by 318 people and I had services in Evanton, in Swordale School, in Glen Glass School, also in the school in the Foulis area (Lemlair). 3 services each Sunday, 2 in Swanton and 1 in those outlying places. They were all well attended. In the Church in the morning I would have 200, in the evening 100. I've seen as many as 60 people in the Glen Glass school, the Swordale School was full and there'd be about 20 in the Foulis School. I also had a splendid bible class in the Chapel aged from 16 to 30 from the two Kiltearn congregations in the village and it was very successful."

"Then war came and changed everything. It was a tremendous change - we lost the young men and women and it was never the same after....Some of those that came back didn't get much work and had to leave so the result was we lost quite a number of regular attenders. And there seemed to be a different spirit abroad after the war."

You started off in Drummond. How was that to preach in?

"There was a huge gallery and a very small pulpit at the side and it was quite easy to preach to but the pews had straight backs and they weren't very comfortable and I felt that we should have a place of worship where the bulk of the people lived. So we started to collect money for a new

church and eventually we got enough to proceed with the building of the church. There was a contractor in the congregation, Kenneth Munro & Son, and it was he who built the church.

It was opened in 1952 free of debt. The people were very liberal and we had no difficulty in paying our way."

John MacDonald was Moderator of the General Assembly in 1952.

John Mackenzie, 1965 - 1983

Ordained and inducted to Wick in 1951, translated to Lochbroom 1955, then Kiltearn.

Denys MacNair,1984 to

Kiltearn is his first charge. In 1991 there are 24 members of the church and about 40 people attending morning service. The current manse is for sale and another one is to be built.

Some Current Inter—Church Issues

Joint Worship

The Church of Scotland "works side by side with the Free Church rather than together." Joint events are severely restricted, according to Rev Livesley, by the "Free Church refusal to admit hymns or organ music." There have been Joint bible study and other meetings but only one joint service in 12 years, when Fergus MacDonald of the Bible Society (son of Rev. John MacDonald) came to speak.

The Church of Scotland maintains good relations with the Episcopal and Baptist Churches.

Mr. MacNair says that Joint worship is handicapped by the "unscriptural" willingness of the Church of Scotland to admit women elders and by the problems over purity of worship i.e. the use of hymns and organ.

Kiltearn School Controversy

The Church of Scotland and Free Church have both customarily come to the school month about to take assembly. The parents of Roman Catholic pupils, who reportedly outnumber those of the Free Church, approached the head teacher to have a Catholic priest attend on the same basis. Mr. Livesley had no objections.

Mr. MacNair, having established what operated elsewhere, made known his objections to the School Board. It is reported that he said he would no longer come if the priest attended and that Free Church children would be withdrawn from such assemblies. He would have no objection to the priest coming to see his own Catholic pupils. He personally has "good relations with many Catholics", but he is "prevented by his ordination vows" from working with the Roman Catholic Church. The School Board eventually decided on a Judicious compromise, to continue only with visits by Livesley in his capacity as school chaplain. Macnair is not happy with this decision as it denies him the customary right to address the assembly. He also questions the definition of 'parish minister'. He recognises, however, that the School Board's decision may have been influenced by the desire not to cause a fuss of similar proportions to that of the Christmas Tree episode of 1978.

THE CHAPEL

The chapel was Built in 1824 by the United Secession Church, which had been formed in 1733. It was known as St Bernard's Chapel. Thomas Munro, the parish minister, wrote in 1839 that it was capable of holding 400 but "only 170 attended regularly" and "of these only two or three families are really Seceders." "The Minister is one of 3 paid by that body for preaching in Highland districts, and receives a salary of £80".

The congregation was absorbed into the Free Church after the Disruption in 1843. It became a school for girls/young ladies. Kiltearn school used it for some years at end of century during re-building. It was then bought by the Free Church as a meeting-place and also used by other groups e.g. Good Templars, Girl's Club

A young boy Calum MacKinnon, who lived downstairs, was killed in 1880 when he fell off steeple, while looking for bird's eggs.

There were plans in the 1970s to develop it as a museum but these fell through. The District Council was given it by the Ross and Cromarty Heritage Society and then converted into 2 flats. A clock was placed on the bell tower.
*  *  *  *  *
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EVANTON ORAL HISTORY PROJECT
SCHOOLING in KILTEARN
In 1646 an Act of Privy Council requires heritors to provide schools in their parishes. In 1649 the Presbytery of Dingwall, agrees to contribute towards a school in Alness and requires the following heritors to meet the cost: Hector Douglas of Balconie; Andrew Monro, portioner of Culcairn; Donald Finlaysone, portioner of Culcairn; Andrew Monro in Tenuar (Novar); Hew Munro in Keatwell; John Monro in Newtowne: John Monro of Swardill and Hew Monro of Teaninich.

The minutes of the Kiltearn Kirk Session (1705 to 1728) point to a rapid turn-over of School-masters in this period. In June 1705 a testimony is to be given to John Bethune the ex-school-master. In January 1709 Walter Ross is unanimously chosen as school-master but by November 1709 the Session deplores the lack of a school-master for the parish. Unable to find "any young man for teaching the school in their bounds" the Session asks the Minister to recruit one from Inverness. In January 1710, the session instructs a "placard to be set up..., in order to invite young men to compeat for the same."

Later that year the session and the heritors, unable to agree where to build the school-house, refer the matter to the Presbytery who unanimously settle on Drummond as the "most central and convenient place for the children and being near the inspection of the Minister of the Paroch."

The new school-master John Mathew is advanced £20 Scots by the Session to enable him to attend College over the winter but within a few months he is found guilty of fornication with Anna Balgach and is "debarred from being precentor or schoolmaster". William Gordon, a young man out of the shire of Sutherland, is appointed in 1711 and in 1717 Robert Robertson, student in philosophie. The heritors are expected to erect a new school-house that same year at Tachilaik. In 1723 the Session agree to pay £4 to Alex Shaw, late (ex) schoolmaster.

In 1726 Mr Bathune, (probably David Bethune, Culnaskea) demits his charge as school-master as it is "too great a burthen for him to teach and precent" and the children are again "at a loss to instruct them." Later that year a well qualified school-master Gilbert Robertson is in post but soon the school-house at Drummond is falling apart, the rain pouring in on all sides and "not only the scholars but their master are in hazard to be lost."

The new School-house at Drummond is 36 feet by 10 feet and has a hewn door, 3 hewn windows and a hewn chimney for the school-master's chamber. The total cost if £69 of which nearly a half for "rood mason work and pioneers", £15 for hewn work. The 3 windows cost £5 and the lock for the school-master's chamber 18 shillings. The Session are well pleased with the work but the school-master is only around for another few months. From Martinmas 1726 to July 1728 Gilbert Robertson is paid £157 for his various services. William Douglas briefly serves in 1728 and in December that year the Moderator reports that he has fixed upon William McBean, son of the convener, Inverness, as a proper person and the Session are satisfied with his choice.

In 1726 the Kirk Session agrees that "means should be used by their minister to get a charity school at Clynes".

In 1730 the Kiltearn Schoolmaster is examined in Latin by the Dingwall Town Council and accepted as schoolmaster there.

In 1792 Rev. Harry Robertson writes of the parish school "adjoining to the village of Drummond, which is commonly attended by 60 to 80 children and often by a greater number".

The Schoolmaster's salary at this time is a chalder of barley and his emoluments as Precentor and Session Clerk £4. He also receives quarterly fees paid by pupils (English ls, Writing is 6d, Arithmetic 2s, Latin 2s 6d.) Other subjects at the time include Science, Literature, Geography, Geometry, Book-keeping and Practical Mathematics. In the opinion of Harry Robertson, "the education of youth is at present conducted at the school upon the approved plan, and with correspondent success."

In November 1837 school-master John Maclennan is recommended for dismissal by the Presbytery of Dingwall following reports of his intoxication and misbehaviour at church in Kiltearn and Alness.

Other teachers in Evanton at this time include Donald MacGregor and John Sutherland.

Around 1850 the master is MacDiarmid, known as 'Bodach Miliinfhuaran', He is followed by George Mackintosh

In 1857 a Specification is drawn up of a School and Schoolmaster's House attached "to be at Drummond". The School room 36 feet by 18 feet is described by the Commissioners in 1865 as "new and commodious", At this time 57 are on the roll and 46 attending.

Mackintosh's retirement allowance of £35 pa is met as follows: Foulis (Rental £1272) = 14s; Lemlair (Rental £372) = 4s

Donald MacVicar becomes school-master in 1871.

Gaelic Schools

The Society for the Support of Gaelic Schools opens a school in June 1815 at Leudchruthaith (Leidchruich). In their 1819 report this is incorrectly given as being in the parish as Kiltearn, correctly reverting to Dingwall the following year.

Their reports make no other mention of Gaelic schools in Kiltearn. Rev. Thomas Munro in 1838, however, attributes the greatly increased intelligence of the people of Kiltearn partly to them "having been taught to read Gaelic as well as English, in the school established by that Society."

Munro suggests in 1838 the paradox that the "Gaelic School Society, by establishing schools throughout the country, have done much to eradicate the language...Those children that had learned to read Gaelic found no difficulty in mastering the English; and they had a strong inducement to do so" (NSA)

SPCK SCHOOLS (Society for the Propagation of Christian Knowledge)

	The SPCK,
formed in 1709,
reports annually:

Schools of the 1st Patent
	
	

	Date
	Parish
	Station
	Teacher
	Salary
	Pupils

	1784
	Kiltearn
	Cubbin
	
	£10
	43

	1785
	
	Culbain
	Alex Campbell
	
	58

	1787
	
	
	
	
	73

	1777
	Alness
	Boath
	John Forbes
	£9
	41

	1780
	
	
	John McIntosh
	
	49

	1793
	
	
	
	
	53

	1810
	
	
	Mrs Aird
	£4
	

	1818
	
	
	Walter Aird
	£15
	46

	1820
	
	
	Donald Ross
	£15
	5:3

	1823
	
	
	
	£15
	71

	1825
	
	
	Donald Ross
	£15
	63

	1837
	
	
	
	£18
	46

	1847
	
	
	
	£18
	

	1850
	
	
	
	
	No Mention


Schools of the Second Patent (Schools for Spinning, Sewing and other branches of Female Industry):

Date
Parish
Station
Teacher
Salary
Pupils
1814
Kiltearn
Mulenuaran* Jean Smith
£4
22
1819
JS
£4
22
1822
£4
27
1823
£4
26
1837
£4
6
1847
No
Further Mention
(* On the right bank of the River Skiach, whereabouts Glenskiach Distillery was later built - {FM). Muilinnfhuaran = Millwell)

From 1822 there is also a school at Glen Glass, probably SPCK financed until 1843, when the Free Church take over its running until 1861 (See below),

There is also mention of an SPCK school at Clashnabuiac, Alness parish.

* * * * *

Miss Munro's School

After the congregation of the United Secession Church is absorbed into the Free Church after 1843, Evanton Chapel becomes a school for Young Ladies. Miss Munro, a natural daughter of Hugh Munro of Teaninich is the founder. In 1865 there are 59 on the roll, 45 attending with 1 (female) teacher. (Commissioner's report)

Mr Hobbs is teacher in 1871, followed by a Mr Davidson. On his departure in 1876 Miss Munro's school closes down. The building is used by the pupils of the Public School, while the new school is under construction in 1876-7.

* * * * *

Lemlair School

In the nineteenth century Lemlair has the only school in the parish run by the Society for the Education of the Poor.

In its 5th Annual Report in 1823, Rev. Thomas Munro, Kiltearn Manse reports: "I have much pleasure in reporting to the Education Society that I have examined their school at Lumlair on Tuesday last and that the master and scholars gave great satisfaction to the visitors. 43 children were present and 2 absent who were reading Gaelic, were examined in that language and read several portions with facility and correctness. They repeated so far as they committed to memory of the Assembly's Shorter Catechism distinctly and answered several easy questions from Scripture history and the doctrines of the Christian religion. I can confidently say, that the school has already proved a blessing to the wester district of the parish and that the people cherish a sense of gratitude to the society for planting a school among them."

In 1859, when the Estate of Lemlair is for sale by Foulis, the advertisement mentions that "a New School and a Schoolmaster's house were built very recently."

* * * * *

Free Church School

The Commissioners Report of 1865 mentions a Free Church School in an old, converted dwelling-house, describing it as too small and not well ventilated. The School roll is 95 with 83 attending.

* * * * *

The Commissioner's Report of 1865 mentions only 3 schools in Kiltearn:

	
	Teachers
	Roll
	Attending

	Parochial School
	1
	57
	46

	Free Church School
	1
	95
	83

	Miss Munro's School
	1
	59
	45

	Total
	3
	211
	174


Kiltearn Central School

The 1872 Education Act makes schooling compulsory for all children from 5 to 13. The running of schools is entrusted to school boards, composed initially of prominent men in the District and soon some prominent ladies. The Board is then elected by rate payers, but the same faces tend to dominate. The School Board in 1900 is made up of 4 gentlemen farmers, one estate factor, one mill owner and Lady Munro, Foulis. In that year it is "hoped there would be no contest" and indeed, after pressure is placed on the prospective candidates, there is not.

Within the School Board there is often controversy. Alex Paterson, farmer at Ardullie, opposes Major Jackson's proposal to establish a school at Swordale and advises him to improve the path from Swordale to Katewell instead, He also opposes Jackson's proposal for a tattie-picking holiday.

Donald Macvicar schoolmaster from shortly before the Act ,"a strict disciplinarian and excellent teacher" (FP), is earning £229 in 1889; his assistant Miss Hannah Fraser £55. He resigns his post in 1894 after a disagreement with the Board. He then sues the Board but with limited success.

In 1897 under Mr Robb the school receives the maximum government grant. The services of the compulsory officer are dispensed with. Agriculture for boys and Domestic Science for girls are introduced.

In 1898 "Repetition" in the Infant room is "excellent" and middle and higher divisions repeat the catechism questions and psalms "with great accuracy."

The Inspector's Report indicates in "The school is making good progress under the new teacher (Mr Main). The infant department is conducted with brightness, skill and praiseworthy efficiency
Kindergarten work and musical drill receive very successful attention...Class subjects have been taught with good results...A map of Scotland is urgently required."

The register of 1st June 1900 indicates 196 pupils, with an average attendance of 171. The Clerk submits a budget estimating the expenditure for the year at £549 18s, income £324. The Board agree to requisition the Parish Council for £220.

The headmaster writes to say that "owing to extensive and radical change in the new code - almost revolutionary in their nature - it is now necessary to choose between two schemes of education for the parish, one a purely elementary scheme; the other elementary with an advanced department." The Board agree to consult the Inspector on the matter.

Lady Munro presents the school with a piano in 1900.

In July 1900 Major Jackson proposes that the "this being a rural

parish.,., that the yearly six weeks' holidays be divided into two parts - one month at harvest, a fortnight at potato lifting", Mr Macintyre, Newton, seconds the motion. Mr Main , the headmaster, is not in favour and Mr Paterson and Lady Munro opposed the idea. Lady Munro used her casting vote as chairman to vote down the motion. Absenteeism continues during this period with 48 reported absent in November 1900.

At the turn of the century there is controversy over the decision by the School Board to establish a Soup Kitchen over the winter months to provide for those coming from afar. The kitchen is, however, a success and continues, with some breaks, into the 40s. Provisions are supplied by local landowners. (See Soup Kitchen Controversy))

The School Board agree in June 1901 to appoint another pupil teacher at £7 per annum. Miss Helen Mill is contracted for £12, rising to £14 lOs in the second year; Miss Katie Ann MacDonald for £7 10s, rising annually by £2 lOs pa. The salary for the cleaner is increased from £6 a year to £7,

The School Log 1903-1939 (See Excerpts) indicates that snowstorms and disease resulted often in weeks being lost each year. Whooping cough and measles are common causes of absenteeism, influenza and diphtheria are particularly dangerous some years and require the school to be occasionally disinfected.

Discipline is sometimes a problem in the higher grades at the turn of the century. The use of the strap is mentioned in cases of truancy and appears to have been used with some gusto by the infant teacher.

A photographer comes in 1908; the occulist and dentist in 1913.

In 1910 the young wife of Mr. Forsyth, the schoolmaster, dies and he resigns soon after. The Board advertise for a successor at £150 pa, rising to £160. Miss K. S. Munro is new on the staff.

Kiltearn Prize Winners in July 1910 are

Senior Supplentary
1-Johan Manson
Senior
1-Annabella Macleod
II (upper)
1-Elizabeth MacTavish
II
1=Jeanine MacGregor; Thomas Primrose
I
1-Ina Mackenzie
Junior IIb (Girls)
1-Georgina Maciver and Anna Finlayson
(Boys)
1-Wm Mackenzie
Ib (Girls)
1-Gretta Gardiner
(Boys)
1-David Urquhart
Mental Arithmetic
John MacDonald
Progress
Donald Fraser
Special
Helen Fraser
Agricultural Continuation Classes are introduced after the 1st War, Duncan Fraser remembers learning more in the evening classes under Henderson than he did when at school,

Kiltearn appears to be slower than its neighbouring parishes in taking a break for Christmas. In 1919 Dingwall, Fodderty and Maryburgh are all breaking up before Christmas, Kiltearn on 29th December. In 1923 a half day is introduced at Christmas and by 1931 the WRI are organising children's party on Christmas eve.

By 1926 the school has a Full Advanced Division in operation, with a bias towards Rural Science. Christine Moir receives her Higher National certificate in 1929.

In 1939 the Cleaner's salary is £25 pa.

In 1943 the average school roll is only 86, with an 84% attendance rate.

There is much dissatisfaction expressed with the heating and the state of the playground and it is agreed to install Central Heating and pave the playground in 1946.

Parents in 1946 object to the threatened closure of the School Canteen,

The dyke is repaired in 1948 at a cost of £87.

In 1952 the roll is rising and an additional part-time teacher employed.

In 1954 the Education Authority consider the inadequate accommodation for a Secondary instruction. It is agreed that substantial improvements are necessary even for its approval as a Primary School. Secondary instruction continues on a 2 year course under provisional approval by the Scottish Education Department.

In 1955 the Council Committee recommend that Kiltearn School be developed as a Junior Secondary School at a cost of £24,000 (as against £10,000 as a primary School).

In 1956 there are classes of 46 and 44.

In 1956 the headmaster, Mr. Macpherson, is told off by the local authority for giving 'misleading' information to the Aberdeen Press 81 Journal (4.9.56),

In March 1958 there is no new enrolment for infants due to lack of room.

In April 1958 a hut is purchased for Woodwork instruction.

The state of the school is now deemed to be unsatisfactory.

In 1960 Kiltearn loses its status as a Junior Secondary School despite strong local objections.

One ex pupil recollects the effect of the agricultural work:

"Every May and November, the term periods, we had a complete change of class more or less - it was always changing, there was never a settled class. There was a Feein Market in Dingwall and all the farm workers were allowed the day off to go this market... they were an itinerant lot... that's what I recall." (JR MacDonald)

Lela Fraser recollects:

"The schoolmaster he was a great lad for going round the farms and getting venison and hares and turnips. The school concert would pay for the old lady who made the soup and it was more or less voluntary. The country children got soup every day in the winter free. They all worked to school. The big girls had to go in and help the old lady with the enamel plates and the boys it was the enamel pails— the girls would serve the girls and the boys the boys, one from the bottom and one from the top."

Mhairi Mackenzie (pupil, 1945 - 51) remembers:

Miss Junor, teacher in P1 and 2, left to marry a local policeman, Sgt Mackenzie. She was followed by Miss Murray.

P3 and 4 was taught by Miss Margaret Maclean, from Muir of Ord area, an excellent teacher who taught everything, incl. Art and PE (latter consisting of very boring exercises on the uneven playground.) She also introduced National Savings and faithfully recorded our 1236d per week.

P5 was taken by Mrs Margo Menzies, also an excellent teacher. Her 'extras' included crafts - the boys made rugs. Occasion when she went out to get material from the large cardboard box where it was kept. Out jumped a rat! Mrs Menzies and girl pupils resorted quickly to tops of desks/table while boys charged enthusiastically round classroom after rat! Mrs Menzie's classroom was always decorated at Christmas-time with hand-made paper chains. During her absence the class was for a few weeks under the instruction of Miss Katie Ann MacDonald, who had taught generations of Kiltearn pupils. Kiltearn School Log reveals "Miss K. A. MacDonald late again. Usual reason: watch stopped." However, Miss MacDonald will be remembered by many for her ability to drum correct spelling into the dullest of brains!

P6 : Miss Nancy Finlayson (married Dr George Thomson, teaches Dingwall)

P7 : Mr Malcolm Macpherson, head teacher, a stern disciplinarian and very effective headmaster. "The only time I got the belt was from him, the 'crime' was running through 3 classrooms (inter-connected by door/sliding partition/corridor) during playtime. Ten years earlier my sister Georgie had received the same punishment from the same headmaster for the same misdemeanour!"

One visiting teacher was Miss Daisy Nicol, from Dingwall, who taught us singing and entered choirs for music festivals.

Sports days were mostly at football field at Culcairn but once at a field near Balconie Castle,

The School Buildings were traditional stone and slate. P1 and 2 had small cloakroom with infant-height washbasins (cold water). P3,4,5 and 7 had slightly larger cloakroom with coat pegs and more cold water washbasins. The boy's toilet was in corner of playground; cubicles were roofed but urinal area was (evidently) open to the elements. Girl's toilet was attached to the school; entry was via the playground.

A corrugated roofed building (old soup kitchen) and a shelter were in the playground. Adjacent was brick-built air-raid shelter (dark and smelly),

P6 Classroom was detached - a corrugated iron structure (walls and roof) with a miniscule area for coats, heated by iron stove. The main classrooms were heated by open fires until a new heating system was provided c 1947.

School seals were cooked in kitchen-cum-dining area, served on trestle tables, benches for seating. Presided over by Miss Bessie Fraser, assisted by Miss Cathie Gallie; it doubled as a classroom on the days when Miss Macrae (?) came to teach sewing. In late years a modern canteen was built on site of current school.

Food parcels from Australia were distributed post War - nothing more exciting than a jar of Horlicks as far as I can recall. (In 1948 gift parcels were received from Motamota Primary School, New Zealand, where the school gardener, James Gardiner, was an ex Kilt earn pupil.)

Prize-giving was a feature prior to summer holidays (we always sang "Lord dismiss us with Thy blessing") and there were book prizes in my early years (sometimes presented by Mrs Gascoigne) and lack of finance bought this to an end and we had to be content with "certificates" of merit" signed by chairman of education committee. A native of Evanton, John MacDonald (relative of Katie Ann), who had emigrated to Australia, established a prize around 1950. School cleaner was Maggie Ross.

Charlie Macleod at Mackenzies did the school run in both directions.

(MM)

****************************************************************************

On 17th Sept. 1964 the New School is officially opened on the same premises by Mrs Gascoigne, Foulis Castle. Murdo Matheson MA, headmaster from 1963, raises the eyebrows of the Director of Education for criticising the excessive redeployment of his staff. (This had been going on for many years, due to Evanton's proximity to Dingwall. He says that if the rapid turn-over does not stop, the new school will be a 'white elephant'. He has 3 assistants and 130 pupils on the roll at the time.

The old school-house, in poor condition for some years, is demolished and a new school-house is built.

Murdo Matheson is succeeded by Ian MacDonald, a strict Free Presbyterian, who is remembered as a good teacher by some, but principally for refusing to allow parents to hold a Christmas Concert and put up a Christmas Tree in 1978. Initially finding in his favour, the Council then sack him and he sues successfully for wrongful dismissal.

MacDonald is succeeded in April 1979 by Mrs Swann, assistant principal at Coulhill Primary. In 1990 an additional wing is added on to the school to cope with increased numbers. The school roll in 1992 is over 200.

Lemlair Side School

On 5th February 1904 a Public School is opened at one end of the Lemlair's easterly street of ploughman's cottages, in a room provided rent free by Mr Wylie Hill, Lemlair, It is a Side School of Evanton (Central) School, with 8 pupils initially and around 20 on the roll in 20s and 30s.

The Inspector's Reports are consistently good. (See School Log extracts).

In 1905 the inspector reports on the ten little girls being "remarkably well taught," The headmaster from Kiltearn visits regularly and in 1909 makes a special visit to give a boy six strokes for disobedience. The school is periodically closed for the same succession of illnesses experienced at the Central School,

Education is to Primary IV, although some are reported to have continued further in the school. Each pupil has a slate and an ink well and are allowed to use ink from age 9. Education is largely by rote and at least one past pupil attests to having received a very good basic education.

There is an outdoor bucket chemical WC for pupils, which one ex pupil says she would never use. There is a separate one for the teacher in which she has an occasional fag. There are 2 open middens in opposite corners of the courtyard, also a rat-infested burn ran under the courtyard.

Miss Mackenzie, the teacher from the 30s to the school's closure, travels daily from Tain, cycling in from Foulis Station. She keeps a strap on her table. The school has a black range onto which the kettle is always put first thing.

In early 1940 an official comes to tape up the inside edge of the windows for some protection of the pupils from bomb blasts. Pupils carry gas masks to school daily and are instructed in their use. They bring waste paper and silver tops to school and help to sort it for the war effort.

Until 1945 children from Mountrich are obliged to attend Lemlair rather than the closer school across the parish boundary in Dingwall. In the 40s the Mountrich children come to school barefoot and often with shaven heads (against nits).

The School closes in Summer 1951 at which stage it has 14 pupils.

Swordale Side School

In November 1901 Major Jackson tells the Kiltearn School Board: "Owing to changes and the increase in the number of workmen employed here, the number of children under 10 and over 3 is at present twenty and only four have ever regularly attended, during summer, the Kiltearn School. I understand that two others did it for a short period but that their parents found that their health suffered from the long walk. The distance from Swordale House to the Board School is 2A miles and by footpath 2A miles
 I think it is scarcely fair that the education of twenty children of working men should be sacrificed."

In January 1902 the Education Department and HM Inspector see fit, according to the Ross-shire Journal, to differ from the views of Mr Paterson, Ardullie, on the educational requirements of Kiltearn and to support the proposals by Major Jackson.

Jackson dies a year before his proposed public school eventually opens.

In 1904 the teacher is Catherine Macleod, who is unqualified.

In 1907 Miss Matheson, teacher, informs the headmaster, in no uncertain terms, that she wishes to have nothing to do with the prize-giving.

In January 1908 15 out of the 16 pupils are incapacitated through illness.

The 1910 prize winners are:

Senior
1-Alick MacDonald
Special
Jessie Mackenzie
Junior I
1-Charles Smith
II
1-Mary Mackenzie

III
1-Lucy Mackenzie

Progress
Duncan Urquhart
Infants
1-John Alexander Mackenzie
Progress
Charlotte Mackenzie
In 1912 the Inspector reports that Swordale is "in a state of fair efficiency - the score of pupils .... receive quite a sound education. The general tone of the school and the manners and bearing of the children are exceedingly pleasing."

The following year he comments that the number of Catechism questions is perhaps excessive. The school made a "very good appearance at examination."

Elisabeth Sutherland recollects that, in the early 30s, the teacher was Miss Macintosh; there was a great fat stove which produced quite a fug, there were only 7 pupils and they received a lot of individual attention. They learnt to read early and there were no discipline problems.

The school roll in 1943 is 14, with a 90 per cent attendance rate.

In 1944 the Education sub-committee consider the problem of disposing with the contents of the Elsan lavatories. The previous cleaner, a man, dug a hole but the new cleaner, a woman, is unable to do so regularly. A local man is employed at £5 pa to do the same.

In 1952 the education sub-committee agree to continue Swordale school with no more than 8 pupils at any time, and to convey the older ones to Kiltearn Primary School.

In 1956 electric heating is installed at a cost of £45.

In December 1956 it is agreed to allow the school size to increase to 14,

Swordale School closes in c. 1960.  Miss Katie Munro, Blue House, Foulis, teacher for 33 years, moves to Kiltearn School. The Local Authority pay £20 in 1962 towards maintenance of the school.

(The Log Books for Swordale have not been located. Further information is available in Donald Menzie’s articles in the Ross-shire Journal on 'The Schoolie')

* * * * *

Wyvis Side School

A Side School of Kiltearn is in operation at Wyvis in MacVicar's time in the 1920s and 30s. In 1921 the School management Committee agreed to remunerate Mrs Sutherland for teaching her children and in 1925 the Kiltearn headmaster found her standard of teaching "satisfactory." In 1929 the teacher is Betty Macaulay.

* * * * *

Glen Glass Parish School

In March 1823 Rev.Flyter, Kiltearn Manse, reports on the School established the previous year:

"I was much gratified by examining the school at Glenglass... There are upwards of 60 scholars attending this school, the number was greater during the winter. It is not yet 12 months since the establishment of the school and some who began with the alphabet can now read the Bible. There is a class learning to read the Collections comprised of adults and boys of about 12 years of age.... There is a large class who read Gaelic with fluency and propriety and who repeated portions of the scriptures both in Gaelic and English."

The Church of Scotland/SPCK cease to provide teachers from the time of the Disruption 1843. The Free Church make provision from that date till Whitsunday 1861 in Glenglass and Whitsunday 1863 in Boath.

(The Free Church raise £52,000 to build schools throughout Scotland),

In 1865 the Commissioners report that there is no school in either Boath or Glen Glass, with populations of 230 and 150 respectively.

The new Public School is officially opened on 20 December 1875 by Rev. A.R. Munro, Alness, Chairman of the School Board. The school room is 30 feet by 17'6"; 14 feet high.

The first schoolmaster from 1875 - 1883 is Donald Reid, certificated 2nd class from Gartly F.C.School. He is followed 1884 - 1900 by William Campbell, Glasgow F. C. Training College, 2nd class, 1st class. His son, Alec Campbell, Braegowan, says that he found it hard-gong because the inspectors were very critical. The Inspector's reports, however, point to considerable improvements during his time. He is followed in October 1900 by Davina Urquhart. Georgina Maclennan (mother of Janette Maclennan, Evanton) is the school teacher from c 1905 to 1920.

The Sewing Mistresses are: 1877-Margaret Reid; 1879-Betsy Munro; 1881-Isabella Reid; 1884-Betsy Munro; 1887-Bella Ross; 1890-Annie Sutherland; 1893-Katie Urquhart; 1898-Jessie Maclean; 1899-Jessie Maclean; 1900-Mrs Campbell.

The School Rolls are: Jan 1876=38; Feb 1878=55 (33 boys, 22 girls); Jan 1880=53; Jan 1885=34; Jan 1888=45; Jan 1890=55; Jul 1894=54; Dec 1900=26; Oct 1904=15.

In June 1901 the Kiltearn School Board hears complaints about the lack of singing, writing, bible lesson and prayer in Glenglass School.

In 1952 parents petition against the threatened closure of the school and this the Local Authority agree. The school closes, on a temporary basis in 1956, and the school-house is let. Some years later the son of the house takes an axe to his mother and sets fire to the School-house.

EVANTON ORAL HISTORY PROJECT

HEALTH NOTES

Smallpox was the killer disease in the eighteenth century, killing around 80 children from 1777 to 1778. The Minister attributed the high mortality to the improper treatment of patients and the "neglect of innoculation, to which the people are still averse, in spite of the ernest persuasion and example of their superiors." (OSA)

The increase in Rheumatic complaints at the end of the century, the Minister attributed to "the substitution of linen for flannel shirts among the lower ranks."

The minister spoke highly of the healthful air and climate and cited several instances of longevity, including Katherine Mackenzie, who died at Foulis aged 117 and the factor John Brown, aged 107.

Possibly they drank from the chalybeate well near Foulis Ferry or made their wishes and tied their rags at St Colman's Well at Teileod, above Foulis.

Food shortage was a severe problem for many if not most families. 1782 and 1783 were particularly bad years and many were "preserved from perishing through want of bread" through the work provided in improvements and adornments on the estates. In 1796 a mob marched on Foulis Ferry from Dingwall to prevent shipment of grain and no doubt people from Kiltearn participated.

The absence of a properly trained midwife in the parish at this time "often proves fatal."

The standard of houses was generally very poor and most farmers were extremely poor.

War with France brought mixed fortunes. In 1802 many in the area were forced to eat see potatoes but agricultural expansion also meant more paid work for some. Agricultural improvements, however, caused many people to be "ejected", "deprived of all means of subsistence and driven to a foreign land for the shelter and protection they were denied in their

own."(T. Munro)

In May 1832 with Cholera raging in Inverness, and the population of Portmahomack dying like flies, the laird of Foulis, gave notice that boats from infected ports round about would not be permitted to moor or land any goods on the shores of Foulis. By 24th August cholera was reported to have reached Dingwall and to be in the neighbourhood of Cromarty.

Sir Hugh Munro, Foulis, sent information about the recommended cure comprising calomel, ginger, powdered rhubarb and castor oil in the first stage. The second stage included salt, carbonate of soda, and oxymurate of potash. Another published cure included laudanum, peppermint water and warm beef tea.
In 1838 the minister wrote of the poverty stricken proletariat on the new farms and ascribed the principal cause of the poverty to the enlargement of the farms. He also applauded the very temperate habits of the population, accounted partly by the fact that their twice yearly wage does not allow them any "improper indulgence."

The annual death rate in the parish rose from 12 to 15 on account of "the great mortality in 1834 and 1837" when 23 and 28 persons died. These were "chiefly old and sickly persons, cut off by influenza."(Thomas Munro)

The potato famine hit the Highlands in 1846. In 1847, 69 people in the parish were reduced to living on turnips. Local people Joined with those from Dingwall in attempting to stop grain export via Foulis Ferry.

In 1885 Dr Littlejohn reported on the cause of fever in the village. "The cause was not far to seek... the water supply consisting of shallow wells, in too close proximity to piggeries and highly manured land." He mentioned that "people had avoided Evanton as a residence - even drovers refused to frequent it."

The introduction of a New Water and Sewage System in 1886 was a direct response to this situation. Munro-Ferguson, Novar, footed the whole bill of £1100.

In October 1906 the Parish Council heard of 5 Vaccination defaulters.

The medical inspector begins to visit schools and dental and eye check-ups commence.

In the early decades of the twentieth century epidemics were common and the schools were frequently closed on account of influenza, diptheria, whooping cough, measles etc. One young girl from Culnaskeath died of diptheria in 1905; Kiltearn school was disinfected thoroughly then and on subsequent occasions.

Several people recollect the flu epidemic at the end of WW1, which killed Alec Campbell's (Braegowan) sister. Scarlet fever at the same period meant Janette Maclennan lost over a year at the University of Aberdeen.

Ian MacDonald recollects the Red Cross activities in the late 20s and 30s in a room of what later became his house:

"There were stretchers, bandages and all the accoutrements ...one of the leading lights was a lady, Cash Munro, who lived in Hollybank. They met fairly regularly here and they would be in the white uniform with red cross in front and the thing round their heads - there was a lot of ladies attached to the Red Cross. This was before each village had its own District Nurse. They would have acted as a fall-back for the Medical Service of the day. Fortunately there were no great epidemics then, although the awful scourge was Tuberculosis, which was then very much feared."

In 1938 there were 10 Kiltearn schoolchildren inn hospital with scarlet fever.

Isabel Munro, District Nurse throughout World War 2, recalls no particular epidemics. She treated some cases of paratyphoid among staff at Wyvis. She was on call at all times and very busy. She visited the 3 schools regularly and remembers that head lice were a problem. She feels that home-based care was considerably better in those days.

EVANTON ORAL HISTORY PROJECT

THE PARISH POOR

In 1697 there were 34 persons on the list of poor. In April that year a Robert Douglas of Culcairn was provided with one shilling sterling to buy 3 pounds of lead for the making of tokens with "Killtearne ingraved upon each of them" for distribution to the poor in order to distinguish them from the poor of other parishes.

In 1698 £39 10 shillings was distributed. An Alex Macainvig received £2 Scots for maintaining a poor orphan. Anna Bayne, who had a fatherless child, received 8 shillings in the same year. A William Watson in Balconie, received half a crown £1 10 Scots) having met with an accident, William Taylor in Fowlis received £1.09 to get cure for a dangerous fistula on one hand.

The Kirk Session agreed in August 1697 "That whereas the Word of the Lord requires our Collectione to be for the Sancts(pious?) and what is given in such extremitie helps them to praise and glorifie God and may have its own influence on the rest of the poor of the paroch (who ordinarlie are the scumm and refuse of the people) to be set upon a course of Reformatione" the collection "be (1) for the supply of such as truelie fear the Lord when reduced to Straits and Necessities and next (2) such as have endeavoured honestlie to seine a livelihood themselves but have been blasted upon by providence and failing them (3) of the poore of the paroch that beg from doore to doore; but with this provision that they get none of it but in a time of great extremity and dearth, to preserve their lives because their respective families of the paroch look to them other ways for their dayly provisione."

The level of Poor Relief depended throughout this period on what the Church could afford, taking into account its various obligations to officers and creditors. The main source of income were the proceeds of the church collections which averaged around £1 Scots (8.5 p) in the early 18th century, higher on Fast and Thanksgiving days.

In 1706 a further source was made available by the will of John Munro of Tearivan (between Culcairn and Novar). The Session decided to invest his money. Of the 500 merks bequested "to be distributed to the poor" only 130 were distributed promptly, much of the rest being used to purchase mort​cloth from Holland, used in covering coffins. The standard charge for the hire of the superior velvet cloth was 5 merks (E3.6.08 Scots) to parishioners, 6 merks for those from outside. The standard charge for the coarse variety was 2 pecks of corn. The administration of the dues of these mort-cloths became something of a burden to the Session and there were repeated exhortations to the Collector to ensure prompt payment of the dues (a Mary Munro in 1727 simply refusing to pay) and occasional reminders to keep it in good condition, brushing it regularly.

At this time the number of "honest poor" was around 40 and the payments are sporadic and fluctuating, sometimes unremarked altogether. In August 1712 £20 was divided among the poor, in June 1623 a half merk (6 shillings Scots) was given to only the 20 most indigent. In July 1728 there were not sufficient funds to give "each of the poor anything worth of the while" until the Minister stepped in with a loan to enable a shilling to be given to all but a few. The Clerk and the Minister were authorised to make payments between meetings and the Session itself authorised special Payments e.g. in July 1727 to Catherine Buy in Katewell "who is in great agonie and distress." The tedious business of drawing up lists of the deserving poor was normally left to a committee.

In 1770 a second black mortcloth was purchased because of "the high expense of the velvet mortcloth to the poorest sort of people."

In the 1780s annual distributions to the poor ranged from £9 to £14 in total.

In 1790, Rev. Harry Robertson informs us, "there exists in Ross-shire no effective scheme for providing for the poor. They subsist mainly by begging from door-to-door all over the country."

"The weekly collections in the late eighteenth century never exceed £10 Sterling yearly. A further £8 Sterling stems from charitable mortifications, which after paying the session clerk and other officers leaves £10 Sterling for distribution among the most indigents persons.

There are usually above 100 persons on the Poor List.... There are 96 widows in the parish." (First Statistical Account)

In the early 1820s the annual distribution ranged from £13 to £20. In 1829 there were 52 on the Poor List.

In January 1830 the two heritors at the Kirk Session objected to paying the parish minister, Thomas Munro, the annual Element Money, on account of his failure to dispense Communion that year. The Inverness Journal reported that "After a long desultory conversation, in which every member of the Meeting took part, as also some of the parishioners who were present" the Session decided to take one half of the Element Money and put it towards the Poor. There was £16 14s 8d for distribution among 78 persons. 1st Class category received 7s, 2nd Class 4s 6d and 3rd Class 3s 6d.

In September 1832 parishioners raised a voluntary subscription for purchasing meal for the poor. Mr Munro of Novar, one of the heritors, subscribed £5. The Board divided 27 bolls of oatmeal "among upwards of 100 indigent persons."

By 1838 the average number in receipt of parochial aid was 63, the reduction explained partly "by the great mortality among the aged and the poor in 1837 and partly by a regulation adopted by the heritors and session in that same year, which had the effect of preventing all who can do anything for their own maintenance from applying for relief." <2nd Stat. Acc. )

The poor were divided into 3 classes: Those in the first class (14) receiving.8s. a year; the second class (13) receiving 6s; and the third class, containing chiefly those who can do something for their own support, ( 30) receiving 3s.

(2nd Stat. Account, Rev. Thomas Munro)

He added "The great evil which requires to be remedied in some way or other, is the fluctuating state of the population, in consequence of the arable land being in the possession of a few, - which, however much it may tend to the agricultural improvement of the parish, certainly is not calculated to improve the state of the population."

In 1847, 69 residents of Evanton claimed that they were reduced to living entirely on turnips.

The 1845 Poor Law Act continued the administration of Poor Relief by the Kirk Session and heritors in rural parishes. They were required to meet twice yearly and appoint an inspector. They were expected to raise money through assessment of all with means and substance above £30. Money disbursed to those from outwith the parish, 'stranger' poor, was to be recovered from the respective parish.

In 1855 the Inspector received £25 per annum, the Medical Officer £10 and the Collector £10. These amounts remained the same in 1880.

In 1856 £439 was taken in and £448 disbursed. In 1880 £693 was received and disbursed.

The Cash Book for 1855 to 1880 details all payments made. These include payments of school fees, clothing, fuel, groceries, house rental, repairs and thatching, medicine, coffins, mortcloth/grave-cloth dues and transport. Payments were made to nurses for helping the sickly poor and, on a regular basis, to 'Lunatic' Asylums in Musselburgh, Morningside and others for accommodating people from the parish. The Casual Poor were differentiated from paupers and widows.

In 1873 the Parish of Petty was 3 years in arrears of payments for their visiting poor; Duirnish too was in arrears.

In 1872 Care of the Poor transferred from the Kirk Session to the Parish Council, who levied a Poor Rate.

Lady Munro-Ferguson set up a Soup Kitchen for the people of Evanton, which was running in the 1880s. Lady Munro, Foulis, followed on some years later. By the turn of the century, the idea of a Soup Kitchen for the school had become a controversial issue. In the columns of the Ross-shire Journal (see excerpts) 'Native' deplored the 'pauperising tendency' of such activities. Its supporters won the day, however, and a School Soup Kitchen ran successfully each winter through to the 40s, supplies being provided by landowners, cash by some Evanton residents. Mrs Munro-Ferguson persuaded the School Board to levy a small charge for those that could afford it and thereafter everyone most people were expected to contribute in some way.

Fund–raising events for the poor were now in vogue. A concert was held at Kiltearn School in March 1880 "for the benefit of the poor." In 1894 the Kiltearn Clothing Club organised a sale for the poor. The Gentry also made occasional donations of foodstuffs, coal and money. Shoolbred, Wyvis, sent down stags to the minister for distribution to the poor.

In September 1896 there was controversy over the appointment of the Inspector of the Poor (at £30 pa). The village rate-payers insisted that he be someone resident in the village rather than a Mr GSM Mackintosh from Waterloo, appointed by the parish Council. They refused to be "over-ridden by a few big bugs". Mackintosh subsequently gave way to John Ross, Culcairn.

In October 1897 at a lively Parish Meeting, the rates were increased. There were now 42 paupers in the parish and the poor rate was fixed at Is 5d in the Pound. In 1910 it was down to 8d.

* * * * *
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EARLY INHABITANTS

Extracts of BAPTISMS from Old Parish Record

The selection is arbitrary, and is designed simply to indicate some of the family and Christian names, places of residence and occupations.

(Father alone is mentioned in most of the early entries)

	Date
	Father
	Description
	Child

	1702
	Donald Munro,
Drummond
	Tailor
	Robert

	
	(wife = Isobel,
Mulinearan)
	
	Anne
(1706)

	
	(Total
33)
	
	

	1703
	George Munro,
Lemlair
	
	Samuel

	
	Hugh Munro,
Teachat
	
	John

	
	Robert Munro,
Newtowne
	
	Angus

	
	William Callanark,
Foules
	
	Hugh

	
	John Brobiton,
Teanord
	
	Donald

	
	Robert Douglas,
Katewell
	
	Christian

	1704
	George Robertson,
Newtouns
	
	James

	
	Wm McKinley,
Katewell
	
	Donald

	
	Donald McCaill,
Balcony
	
	Anna

	
	Donald Fraser,
Clynes
	
	Thomas,
John

	
	John McPhillip,
Newtouns
	
	Effie

	
	Doctor? Lord,
Swardell
	
	Mary

	1724
	(Total
42)
	
	

	1725
	(Total
30)
	
	

	1726
	(Total
18)
	
	

	1727
	(Total
21)
	
	

	Oct
1729
	William Munro,
Balcony
	
	John

	1746
	Hector Munro,
Drummond
	Labourer
	Robert

	
	(wife = Anne)
	
	Christian
(1748)

	
	Donald Munro,
Balcony
	Weaver
	George

	
	Wm Mackenzie Culcairn
	Weaver
	George

	1747
	Donald Munro,
Clyne
	Miller
	Isobel

	
	Alex Munro,
Coryvacky
	
	Donald

	
	(Total
23)
	
	

	1748
	Duncan Reid,
Clair
	
	Helen

	
	John Ross,
Milntown
	Miller
	Donald

	
	William Reid,
Clair
	
	Christina

	
	Robert Douglas,
Balconie
	Tacksman
	William

	
	(Total
25)
	
	

	1749
	(Total
27)
	
	

	1750
	(Total
28)
	
	


1751
(Total 26)
1752
Hugh Ross, Foulis
Grieve
George
(Total 25)

1753
Alex Munro, Mullinuaran
Miller
Robert
Robert Munro, Lemblair
Tacksman
Robert
Donald Bain, Wester Foulis
Tacksman
William
John Munro, Clynes
Servant
William
Samuel Munro, Lemblair
Weaver
William
Roderick Ross, Knockmartin
Tacksman
Christian
John Munro, Badgarvie
Tacksman
Helen
Andrew Mackenzie, Drummond
Merchant
Margaret
Donald Mackenzie, Parks
Tacksman
Anne
Colin Robertson, Ardulzie
Tacksman
Donald
Wm Mackenzie, Culassie
Bowman
Alexander
Andrew Munro, Swordale
Smith
Isobel
Hector Munro, Bognahavie
Janet
Sir Harry Munro
Jean
Donald Munro, Clynes
Miller
Isobel
Francis Robert, Culbin
Tacksman
James
Donald Kemp, Culnaskia
Servant
Janet
1754
Robert Douglas, Balcony
Tacksman
Helen
Robert Robertson, Clair
Tacksman
Francis
Hugh Robertson, Balconie
Tacksman
Anne
John Gow, Ellanach
Weaver
David
Hugh Munro, Clare
Robert
Colin Mackenzie of Mountgerald at Clynes
Janet
Wm Reid, Fowlis
Coachman
John
Donald Bain, Wester Fowlis
Brewer
Donald
John Frazer, Ardulzie
Mailer
John
Wm Cosonach, Clair
Tenant
Isobel
1758
John Smith, Balcony
Blacksmith
Patrick
 Alex. Munro, Clare
Tenant
Alex.
1762
Donald Ross, Culcairn
Miller
Margaret
1765
Wm Law, Culcairn
Bleacher
Helen
 Alex, Munro alias McRory, Katewell
Isabella
 Wm Munro, Clair
Tenant
John
(by fornication)

1766
Alex. Morison, Drummond
Cooper
Katherine
1767
George Munro. Milnoran
Miller
 Donald Ross, Clyne
Miller
1770
Andrew Munro, Culnaskeah
Shoemaker
Andrew
1771
Alex. Ross, Culcairn
Weaver
Robert Samuel

1773
 William Lawson, Culcairn
Bleacher
George   (witness Duncan Douglas, tacksman of Katewell)

1783
Alex.Cameron, Balconie
Grieve
John
 Alex. Ross, Drummond
Merchant
Katherine
1784
Robert Findlater, Drummond
Dyer
William
John Graham, Foulis
Cartwright
Alex.Cameron, Balconie
Grieve
John
John Munro, Knockancurin
Mason
  wife Jane Simpson
Barbara
John Mackenzie, Park
Donald
  wife Jane
Alexander (1787)
Alexander Shaw acknowledged guilt in front of the Church Session that he "was father of the pregnancy" of Helen Mackenzie at Clyne. Both parties were ordered to serve Church discipline.

(Total 31)

1785
James Bain, Fowlis
Nurseryman
John
Donald Mackenzie, Bagpiper
Shoemaker
Ann Murdy?
John
Wm Munro, Drummond
Tailor
Mary Munro
Donald
(Total 34)

178
(Total 40)
1790
Alex. Fraser, Knockmartin
Tenant
Anne Forbes
George Munro, Inchcoulter
Servant
William
Donald Ross
Slater
 had a son 'born in fornication'
Roderick

Roderick Mackenzie, Milnouaran Tinker
Alex.
(Total 45)

1791
John Kemp, Catewell
Shoemaker
Alex.
David Cumming, Drummond
Grieve
John
Peter Brown, Newton
Overseer
Elspat
Alex McRory, Meikle Clynes
Janet
1792
Alex. Fraser, Swordale
Andrew
Wm Kemp, Milnouaran
Cooper
Hector
Andrew Munro
42nd Regiment
Hugh
1793
Alex. Fraser, Wester Foulis
Servant
Robert
John Munro, Swordale
Farmer
John Wm Munro, Teandromme ?

wife Henrietta Macrae
Flory
1795
David Watson, A.M., Drumond
Schoolmaster
Janet
(Man and Wife unless otherwise mentioned)

1797
Murdo Munro, Bognahaun
Isobel
Donald McGillivray, Balcony
Servant to Mr Barclay James
Donald Mackenzie
Ross-shire Fencibles Christian
James Urquhart, Mt.Gerald
Grieve
Elizabeth Mackenzie
Colin
John MacDonald, Corrivachie
Shepherd
 Janet Robertson
Harry
1798
Donald Munro, Blackhill
 Janet Frazer
Helen
Alex Stuart, Clare
Tenant
 Marrion
Helen
David Watson, AM, Drummond
Schoolmaster
 Barbara Tough
Janet Falconer
Alex Ross, Strongarve
Tenant
 Catherine Frazer
Andrew
Wm Munro, Fowlis
Ground Officer, Drummond
 Jean MacDonald
Hugh
Alex Gair, Fowlis
Blacksmith
 Katherine Munro
Alex.
Andrew Ross, Glen-of-Foulis
Wright
 Mary Ross
Mary
1799
Alex. Bain, Balconie
Gardener
Mary Anne

John Mackenzie
Ferryman
Isobel Holm
John Wm Mackenzie, Culnaskeah

Janet Munro

1802
Alex. Fraser, Swordale
Farmer

 Janet Ross
Alexander

Peter Smith, Priesthill
Mason

 Anne Sutherland
Anne

1806
John McDonald, Bogantury
 Biny Macrae
Isobell
1807
Ronald Bain, Knockgurman (Clare)
Jane
 Christy Macrae
Alex. (1809)
Alex. Munro, Clair
Tenant
 Janet
Mary
Donald Ross, Clair
Tenant
 Anne Munro
Gursy?
John MacDonald, Bognahaun
Tenant
 Isobel Mackenzie
Alicia
Donald Munro, Clair
Betsy
 Janet Macrae
Eliz. (1811)
Wm Mackay, Clair
Alex
 Jean Urquhart
James (1809)
David Wood, Ellanach
Shepherd
Margaret Broadfoot
James
1808
Roderick Munro, Clair
Tenant
Helen Ross
Grissel
1809
Wm Anderson, Swordale
Tenant
Janet McIntosh
Donald
John Munro
Janet
Fanny Bisset
Janet (1817)
Alex. Kerr, Woodlands
Grieve
Helen Stewart
John Donald McDonald, Bognahaun

Anne Dingwall
Roderick Donald Bain, Lait

Ann McDonald
Shila Donald Ross, Bogrioch

Ann Munro
Mary
1810
Colin McDonald, Boganturie Katherine Mackay

(Total in year = 39)
1811
John Bain, Clair
Tenant Isobel Munro
Wm Maclean, Clair
Weaver Margaret McDonald

Donald Munro, Clair
Farmer Janet Fraser

John McDonald, Clyne
Miller Jane Ross

Alex.Dingwall, Lemlair
Mealer Helen McIntosh

Harry Urquhart, Teandallon

Jane Ross

1812
Wm Munro, Fowlis
Factor
Jane?
Isobel
Wm Sim Esq, Drummond
Mary
Isabella Cobham

Elizabeth 1820 Robert Munro, Evanton
Shoemaker

Christy Munro
William
Robert Munro, Evanton
Shoemaker

L. MacDonald
Elizabeth
Donald Munro, Evanton
Mason
Ann Ross
Robert
1813
James Urquhart, Evanton
Tailor
Helen
Janet Fraser
Abigail (1815)
Alex. Maclennan, Evanton
Shoemaker
Mary Dingwall
Mary
Finlay? Urquhart, Evanton
Cooper
Alex.
Duncan Bain, Fluchlady
Ronald
Colin Fraser, Clair
Tenant
Christian Munro
Donald

1818
Roderick Mackenzie
Coppersmith
Margaret Morrison
Murdoch
1819
Wm Urquhart, Evanton
Blacksmith
Margaret Macleod
Christina
1823
David Kemp, Knockguriman (Clare)

Christie
John
John Taint, Balconie
Butler
Henrietta

  named their son after the heir to/owner of the Estate   Evan Bailie











 Fraser
	1824
Alex. Macleod, Balconie Margaret Sim Wm Munro, Boganturie

Johanna Urquhart

George Mackenzie, Evanton Janet Fraser John Munro, Fowlis

Cecilia Ross
	Coachman

Thatcher

Factor
	Margaret

Catherine

Mary

Ann


1825
Wm Munro, Evanton
Sawyer Jean Mackenzie

Andrew Elder, Balconie
Grieve Catherine Mackenzie

John Munro, Balconie
Gardener Janet Munro

Donald Mackenzie, Lemlair
Grieve Christy Mackenzie

1826
Peter MacGillivray , Evanton
Miller Isobel

John Anderson, Swordale
Cotter Mary Ross

Colin Fraser, Clair
Farmer Ann Munro

Donald Munro, Boganturie

Baby Urquhart

Roderick Cross, Ketwall
Miller Ann Rose

John Mackenzie, Evanton
Merchant Jane Allan

Hugh MacPherson, Evanton
Lawyer Margaret Robertson

1827
Wm Paterson, Clair
Tacksman/farmer

 Mary Munro

Kenneth Catherine (1831), Jannet (1833), Fanny (1835), Donald (1841)

Hugh Maclean , Rhidorrach
Shepherd
Mary Mackenzie
Jane then John, Hector, Donald, Kenneth, Barable, Isabella

	1828
Wm Dingwall, Drummond
Grieve

Mary Munro

John Mackenzie, Evanton
Merchant

Jane Allan

Wm Forbes , Culcairn
Servant Catherine McGregor
	Hugh

Ann

Donald




(later) Isabella, Catherine Alex. MacDonald, Waterloo

Catherine Stewart
Charles
Hugh Cant, Culcairn
Miller
Ellison Thom
Adam
1829
Andrew Munro
Carpenter
Isabella Baddo
Alexander
1830
Hugh Macpherson Evanton
Lawyer
Margaret Robertson
Donald
John Munro, Bogindurie
Cotter
Ann Davidson
Mary
Robert (1832)

1831
Archibald Dick Esq of Windsor Castle, St.David's, Jamaica and his wife Isabella Mackenzie now residing at Mountgerald had a son: Hugh Somerville and Colin 3.3.1832

John Mackenzie, Evanton
Merchant
Jean Allan


Hector
1833
Wm Macleod
Shoemaker
Mary McDonald
Margaret
Donald Mackenzie, Ardullie
Ferryman
Jennet McDonald
Jennet
1834
Wm Fraser, Evanton
Carter
Catherine Munro
Rachel
1835
Donald Munro, Evanton
Innkeeper
Jean Cameron
Andrew
Alex. Allan Esq., Evanton
Merchant
Eliz. Russell
Alex.
1836
Alexander Allan
Merchant
and Elizabeth Russel
Alexander
1837
Finlay Munro, Dingwall
Flesher
a child in fornication with Jennat McIntosh
Hugh Munro John Maclennan, Fluchlady

Helen Fraser
Donald
1839
Capt. Evan Bailie Fraser Esq of Balconie/Inchcoulter
Jane Christine Nicol
Alex. Thomas John James 1842 Elma 1843

1840
John Bain, Fluchlady
Carpenter

and Ann Fraser
Margaret
Wm Munro, Swordale
Tacksman
Catherine Munro
Margaret

Fanny Bisset 1842 (after the landowner's wife)

Donald Munro, Teandallon
Tacksman

Jean Cameron
Allan
1841
Kenneth Mackenzie, Waterloo, Mountgerald- Innkeeper
Mary Fraser
Sallie

John (1843)

1842
Andrew Ross, Evanton
Cooper
Katherine MacDonald
Duncan
Lauchlain Rop, Bogreach
Shoemaker
Ann Ross
Ann Wm McInnes, shepherd to Capt. Fraser of Balconie

Margaret Mackenzie
Margaret
John Mackay, Katewell
Thatcher
Helen Mackenzie
William
John. Mackenzie, Foulis
Ferryman
Mary Munro
Donald
Wm Urquhart
Grocer
Alexanderina Urquhart
William Jane (1854)

Duncan Ross
Nurseryman

Isabella Fraser
Hugh

Charles Munro
Slater

Catherine Sutherland
Magrate

	1844
Donald Wilson, Drummond

  Ann McKenzie

Wm Donald Munro, Drummore    

    Maragarate

            Alexander Maclennan, Mountrich 

               Jenat Cameron

1845
Walter Angus Bethune Esq   Charlotte Elisabeth

Alex. Maclean, 

   Margaret

1848        James Mackay, Clare

   Mary Ross

1848
James Mackay, Clare Mary Ross


	Manager

Dyker

Farm servant 

Balconie Castle

Kiltearn Minister


	Lidia

Maragarate

William

Walter Ross Munro

12 children

4 children

12 Children in Kiltearn. 15 Total




	INHABITANTS

Parish Population

	1755
	1570

	1801
	1525

	1811
	1532

	1821
	1454

	1831
	1605

	1841
	1436

	1851
	1538

	1881
	1182

	1891
	1301

	1901
	1257

	Alness
	

	1891
	1039

	1901
	 956

	Dingwall
	

	1891
	2756

	1901
	2751

	Valuation
	

	1900
	

	Kiltearn
	£9579

	Alness
	£7243

	Dingwall
	£4215


86 on Kiltearn Poor Roll in 1809

1820s

(Ref: Presbytery of Dingwall)

	Ross
	
	Kilt earn
	Alness
	3%

3%

14%

86%

42%

58%

70%

30%

5%

18%

81%

19%

0

84%

	Population 1821 Census
37398

Families
8490

Population
1824
(Society Returns)
42715

Families
9215

Families understanding English best 2437

                         Gaelic
6778

Population under 8 years

8 and above

8+ can read

8+ cannot read

8 - 20 can read

8 - 20 cannot read

English speaking Families not reading

Gaelic (ditto)
Families within 2 miles of school

2 - 5 miles

5+ miles

Families with bibles
	26%
	1454

327

1791

311

43

268

626

1165

594

571

264

407

3

84

235

62

14

236
	4%

4%

14%

86%

35%

657.

51%

49%

7%

31%

76%

20%

4%

76%
	1270

267

1123

287

41

246

263

860

605

255

218

37

2

44

232

55

0

240
	


1841 CENSUS Districts
1 Newton, Culcairn, Balconie, Kiltearn

2 Evanton, Teandallon, S. Park, Knockrash

3 N. Park, Swordale, Leakers, Drummond, Bogreach, Clare, Weavis, Rhedorach

4 Drummond, Drummond village, Katewell, Knockancurin, Teanord

5 Ardullie, Foulis, Lemlair

6 Mtgerald, Woodlands, Fluchlady, Boginturie, Lait, Teanirich, Mountrich

Districts

	Occupation
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	Total
	     

	Cartwright
	
	6
	
	
	
	
	6
	

	Carpenter
	
	3
	
	2
	
	4
	9
	5th

	Carpenter apprentice
	
	
	
	1
	
	
	1
	

	Cabinet maker
	
	
	
	1
	
	
	1
	

	Journeyman carpenter
	
	1
	
	
	
	
	1
	

	Surveyor
	
	1
	
	
	
	
	1
	

	Miller
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	

	Wheelwright
	
	3
	
	
	
	1
	4
	

	Millwright
	1
	2
	
	3
	
	1
	7
	

	Millwright
apprentice
	1
	
	
	1
	
	
	2
	

	Handloom weaver
	1
	3
	
	
	
	
	4
	

	Wool weaver
	
	
	
	1
	
	
	1
	

	Sawyer
	
	4
	
	
	
	2
	6
	

	Sawmiller
	
	
	
	1
	
	
	1
	

	Flourmiller
	
	
	
	1
	
	
	1
	

	Miller
	
	
	
	1
	
	
	1
	

	Cowper
	
	4
	
	
	
	
	4
	

	Tailor
	1
	6
	
	
	
	1
	8
	

	Plasterer
	
	1
	
	
	
	
	1
	

	Boat builder
	2
	
	
	
	
	
	2
	

	Shoemaker
	
	10
	1
	1
	
	1
	13
	4th

	Shoemaker apprentice
	
	1
	
	
	
	
	1
	

	Mason
	
	5
	1
	1
	
	
	7
	

	Blacksmith
	
	3
	
	1
	
	1
	5
	

	Blacksmith apprentice
	
	
	
	2
	
	
	2
	

	Carter
	
	4
	
	
	
	
	4
	

	Slater
	
	1
	
	
	1
	
	2
	

	Labourer
	4
	
	
	
	
	
	4
	

	Flesher
	
	1
	
	
	
	
	1
	

	Innkeeper
	
	1
	
	
	
	
	1
	

	Vintner
	
	
	
	1
	
	
	1
	

	Contractor
	
	2
	
	
	
	
	2
	

	Army
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	1
	

	Merchant Navy
	
	
	
	
	2
	
	2
	

	Minister
	
	1
	
	
	
	
	1
	

	Schoolmaster
	
	
	
	
	1
	
	1
	

	Governess
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	

	Midwife
	
	1
	
	
	
	
	1
	

	Merchant
	
	3
	
	
	
	
	3
	

	Independent
	2
	1
	
	1
	
	4
	8
	

	Farmer
	
	2
	11
	3
	2
	14
	32
	

	Tenant
	
	
	8
	
	
	
	8
	

	Factor
	
	
	
	
	1
	
	1
	

	Farm overseer
	
	
	
	1
	
	
	1
	

	Agric.Labourer
	19
	29
	43
	16
	25
	25
	167
	1st

	Farm servant
	12
	11
	13
	14
	11
	17
	78
•
	2nd


	Man servant
	
	4
	
	
	
	3
	7

	Shepherd
	
	1
	
	1
	
	
	2

	Gardener
	2
	1
	
	1
	
	
	4

	Cattle dealer
	
	
	
	
	1
	
	1

	Salmon fisher
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	1

	Spinster
	1
	
	
	5
	1
	
	7

	Pensioner
	
	3
	
	
	
	
	3

	Other
	1
	2
	
	
	
	2
	5

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	440

	Totals
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Male
	
	209
	117
	85
	67
	107
	

	Female
	
	271
	111
	94
	90
	122
	

	Total
	142
	480
	228
	180
	157
	229
	1436

	Families
	30
	118
	43
	40
	36
	54
	321

	Inhabited Houses
	28
	82
	43
	37
	36
	52
	278

	Uninhabited houses
	2
	1
	1
	
	
	1
	


EVANTON ORAL HISTORY PROJECT

1881 CENSUS

District 1: Evanton, Balconie, Culcairn, Newton

District 2: Kiltearn, Drummond, Katewell, Teachatt, Foulis, Ardullie, Ballachladich, Foulis ferry
District 3:Knockancurin, Corryfoulis, Lemlair, Palaig, Clyne,

  Woodlands,Fluchlady

District 4:Teandallon, Drumore, Swordale, Clair,
Wyvis

	District

                                   1
2
3
4
Total

	Male
	229
	141
	132
	55
557

	Female
	300
	141
	122
	62
625

	Total
	529
	282
	254
	117
1182

	Male as 7
	43%
	50%
	52%
	47%
47%

	Inhabited Houses
	158
	54
	57
	26
295

	Uninhabited houses
	3
	3
	5
	4
15

	Persons in Windowed houses
	497
	268
	240
	124
1129

	As %
	94%
	95%
	95%
	100%
96%

	Gaelic speakers
	283
	125
	172
	69
649

	As %
	54%
	44%
	68%
	59%
55%

	
	
	
	(cf Alness
	46%;
DWall 27%)

	
	
	
	
	


Some details
Balconie Estate: 21 people

Drummond Inn: Roderick Young and Johanna

Strongarve: Donald Maclennan

Yellow Wells: Farquhar Campbell (wife and 7 children)

Achlaich farm house: Duncan MacDonald

Achlaich cottage 1: MacDonald (wife plus 3)

2: Campbell (wife plus 4)

Lemlair Mansion House: John Munro 

Grocery shop, Lemlair: Donald Bain 

Teandallon House: Hugh Munro

Clair House: Alexander Morrison (wife plus 3)

Corrievachie Cottage: John Mackenzie (wife plus 5)

Fannyfield House: Donald Munro (wife plus 2)

(See excerpts of log-book 1875 - 1904 and 1934 - 1956)
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