KILTEARN PARISH

THE SETTING
[image: image1.jpg]



Archaeological Sites 


p2
Geology 



p10

Place Names 



p12

Land Use 



p16

Listed Buildings 


p29

Valuation Rolls 


p32
Reference Sources 


p34

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES AND FINDS
in and near Kiltearn Parish

Site
OS Map Ref.
Ref. No.
  Roy Comm. No.

Cnoc nan Each
NHc526 649
NH 56 SW
74
A group of about 30 small cairns 700m NW of Balnacrae Chambered cairn. Remains of a probable mutilated hut-circle are visible at the South end.

Balnacrae
NH 533 646
NH 67 NW 3
3
Dingwall/Kiltearn parish boundary. Strath Sgitheach/Clare.

Orkney-Cromarty Cairn. Formerly measured 15.8m by about 4.3m and entered through the NE by an entrance passage at least 5.8m long. The original diameter was probably over 23m.

All that remains are the massive slabs of the chamber.

Scheduled Monument.

A Celtic glass bead was found in Strath Sgitheach (Skiach) during the formation of a grouse-shooting butt. Strath Sgitheach, which is in Dingwall parish, contains many hut circles and cup-marked stones, indicating considerable ancient habitation of this deserted strath.

Dunruadh, Clare
NH 54 65
NH 56 NW

There is no specific information concerning this old stronghold, 'a red mound'.

Bogandurie (Strath Sgitheach)
NH 547 636
NH 56 SW
3
Remains of a T-Plan Deserted Farm of dry-stone, measuring 20m by 15m.

Fluchlady
NH c554 614
NH 56 SE 7
128
Several Cup-Marked Stones were recorded around Fluchlady in 1923 but they cannot now be located.

Cnoc Ravoch 1 NH 557 610 NH 56 SE 15 46 What may be 2 Cairns are situated 600m NW of Mountrich. One measuring 3,1m stands at the centre and the other measuring 7.7m on the NE of the remains of a tree ring. Possibly a Cremation Cemetery.

Flint arrowheads were found here in abundance.

A cup-shaped Steatite Lamp was found on nearby Uplands, Dingwall Parish, and is in the National Museum of Scotland.

Scheduled monument.

Cnoc Ravoch 2
NH 557 612
NH 56 SE 8
47
This Cairn, which was probably a chambered cairn, has been reduced to a low stony mound. There is what may be a kerb-stone on the W, and on the S there are 3 stone slabs which may be parts of four cists recorded in 1791. Flint arrowheads were found here in abundance.

Cnoc Ravoch
NH 557 613
NH 56 SE 14

A circular Stone Enclosure N of the stone circle. The trench is considered too slight an regular to be an unfinished fort but too substantial to be a palisade trench.

Cille a' Choan, Mountrich
NH 562 604
NH 56 SE 5
228
This Church was dedicated to St Comgan who was active around 700 to 750 AD. This was one of the earliest churches in Mid/Easter Ross. The church and burial-ground were in use until the nineteenth century and were destroyed during the construction of the Highland Railway in 1862-3. Traces of the West wall were visible in the 1920s.

Mountrich 1
NHc560 602
NH 56 SE 6
349
A Kitchen-Midden on an old sea beach was recorded in 1923 but nothing now remains.

Mountrich 2
NHc562 606
NH 56 SE 13
350
A Shell-Midden with whelks, cockles and oysters was recorded in 1923 but nothing now remains.

Mountrich 3
NHc562 606
NH 56 SE 9
351
A Flint Scatter was recorded in the field above the kitchen-midden in 1923.

Clachan Biorach
NH 562 617
NH 56 SE 3
6
Probably an Orkney-Cromarty Cairn, possibly for burial.

On a small cultivated knoll.

No remains visible.

(Roderick Maclean in 1889 wrote "The pointed stones, These stones have evidently been erected as a Druidical place of worship, There are twelve of them disposed into the form of two ovals joined to each other, of equal areas, measuring 13 feet from east to west in their longer axis, and 10 feet from north to south in their shorter axis, In the west end is a stone 8 feet above the ground and the others are from 4 to 5 feet, About 5 feet from the eastern oval is a circular hollow, said to have been of considerable depth, now filled up, It is 8 feet diameter at the top, 4round these ovals are the remains of three consecutive circles - the first 35 paces, the second SO paces, and the third 80 paces in circumference,"

Cille Bhrea
NH 576 614
NH 56 SE 3
214 Scheduled Monument.

The remains of the Church of the Pre-Reformation Parish of Lemlair stand on the edge of the Cromarty Firth. Known locally as Cille Bhrea, or St.Brig's Chapel or St.Mary's. The church was probably dedicated to St Brigh, one of the holy maidens of the Brigit who died in 525, and was consecrated in 1198 (mentioned in Pluscardine Charters). Continued in use to 1620s. Tombstones, a fragment of door-jamb or communion table may be located amid the growth. The chapel measures 10.8m by 4.4m. It is being steadily eroded by the sea.

The centre of a sandstone, self-standing cross, bearing concentric circles on either side, (probably Early Mediaeval), some human bones and 3 square-headed, iron coffin nails are in the Inverness Museum collection. Dr Woodham has found many shallow graves and suggests they may be of cholera victims. He conducted a ceremonial reburial of a dozen boxes of bones. 2 Gravestones, I. M. 174? and R. M. 1744, both with Munro Eagles, have since 1966 disappeared from the east end which had been converted into a mausoleum. They were probably those of Robert Munro of Killichoan, tenant of Clare, who was up for fornication in 1711 and 1724 (Mary Bain, Strathskea alleged he was the father of her child); and Major John, who was at Invergordon in 1734, son of Andrew, portioner of Lemlair. (History of the Munros, pp 408 and 545).

A Font, which Dr Woodham suggests may have been broken at The Reformation, has been removed to Dingwall Museum (1993), which also has a plan of the church.

Dr Woodham has some small items, including a small stone disk, also photographs.

Cup Marked Stone, Lemlair
NH 5764 6217
NH 56 SE 12
130 This Stone Slab (0.9 * 0.2 * 1.3 m) is the centre piece of a rockery 30m SSW of Lemlair House. It bears some 20 Cup-Marks and a single cup-and-ring mark.

Black Hill 1
NH 573 637
NH 56 SE 10
125 This large rock bears over 40 Cup-Marks, two of which are joined by a groove and a cup-and-ring mark.

The outline of 2 Hut Circles (?) can be discerned just NE of this rock.

Black Hill 2
NH 573 637
NH 56 SE 10
126 About 15 Cup-Marks are visible on this irregular boulder, which lies 60m NNE of Black Hill 1.

Cnoc an Teampuill
NH 5877 6367
NH 56 SE 11
233 Some large slab-like stones remain. There is some doubt as to its classification. The field is named the Churchyard field.

Foulis Castle
NH 588 639
NH 56 SE
345 A mound, probably a garden mount, situated 200m S of Foulis castle, may be the 6fortalicel mentioned by Bain as existing at Foulis in the 11th century.

Foulis Castle was built in 1754, the courtyard and buildings in 1792. The previous castle had been destroyed by fire, maybe by the Mackenzies in the 1745 Rebellion

Foulis

An Urn found here is with the Royal Museum of Scotland.

A fragment of a Cup-marked stone found by Hector Munro in a dyke of the 'Cracker's Road' ('Cawkers') is at the Castle.

Several axe heads and flint arrow-heads, found on the Estate, are in the Munro room.

A Kitchen Midden, with shells, cockles, oyster shells etc was destroyed in 1979/80 when a new road was constructed to Foulis Station as part of the A9 improvements.

St Colman's Well
behind Foulis Was once as much visited as that at Avoch.

Corriefoulis
NH 577 648
NH 56 SE 1
47 Cairn removed in 1860. 150 cartloads of stones.

Human remains were found here.

No trace.

Knocknancurin
NH 582 652
NH 56 NE 17

A Cup-Marked Slab with 30 Cup-Marks and Dumb-Bell marks has been moved to the NE of a field gate.

The Aonach, Drummond
NHc591 652
NH 56 NE 4
86 In 1888 two Cists were found 22m apart in a morainic mound on the farm of Drummond. One "was covered by a slab somewhat oval in shape", the other "by several slabs"(Rev Wm Watson). Each contained an inhumation and one was accompanied by a food vessel and a fragment of bronze. "The body had been laid on its right side. The head was bent down to the chest, and the knees as far up as possible. The palm of the right hand seems to have been placed under the cheek. The head of the skeleton was in the SE corner of the grave and the face looking towards the east. The position of the skeleton in the firs grave was the same". (Rev. Wm Watson).

The Urn measured 6 inches high, the diameter at the mouth 6 inches. "If it contained food it may have been placed as we found it, so as to be near the mouth of the dead person as possible."(Wm Watson)

Drummond
NH 66 NW 12

A polished Axe of reddish sandstone was found in this area (PSAS, 1898)

Drummond
NH 60 65
NH 66 NW 16

A bowl-shaped tree-grown mound, 25m in diameter, may be a barrow.

Ruighe Fhearchair
NH527 721

Refarquhar. Roy's Map of 1750 refers to Biavacky. Extensive remains of a large building on the planted slope below Meall an Tuirc, overlooking Culzie. It measures c20m by 5m and the walls in 1991 stand 5 to 7 feet high. The top end is divided and there is a semi-circular enclosure to the SW. Frank Maclennan recounts that the famous strongman of the Munros, Rob Mor Rearchar, was tenant here in the 18th century before moving to Boginturie.

A few hundred yards to the North, also hidden in the plantation, are the ruins of 2 further holdings.

Eilean na Faoileig
NH 532 704

An artificial island 17.1m by 12.9 made of a heap of stones at the S end of Loch Glass. A building is mentioned here in 1792. It is stated that the laird of Foulis had a summer house built around 1810-20 to serve as protection for water-fowl.

Tighiomhair
NH535 702

House of Iver. 8 Unroofed Buildings, enclosures and field walls are situated on the SE corner of Loch Glass. The largest is 26m by 5.5m, the smallest 5.0m by 2.5m. This is in the area referred to as Kinloch, meaning Loch-head and so marked on Roy's Map c1750.

Cnocan Corrach
NH 537 702

5 Unroofed buildings and enclosures, the largest of which is 22m by 5m, walls 2m, ESE of Tighiomhair. This is in the area referred to as Kinloch, meaning Loch-head and so marked on Roy's Map c1750.

Eileanach
NH 540 686
NH 56 NW 1
287
Roy's Map of 1750 refers to Putty Garvie. The Kiltearn Registers of 1744 refer to Badagarvie. Remains of 7 Buildings with field walls, enclosures and sheep fold. The largest, a Long House with 4 compartments, is 31.6m by 4m, A Corn Drying Kiln lies to the NW. It may date from the late Medieval Clearance period.

Eileanach Lodge
NH 550 681
NH 56 NE 13
153
A mutilated Hut-Circle, llm in diameter, stands on the N of a group of small cairns.

Cnocan
NH 586 686
NH 56 NE 009

A legend of a battle is attached to this place, but there is no further information.

Cnoc a’ Mhargadaidh
NH 557669
NH 56 NE 1
148
A Cairnfield covers about 3 hectares on the afforested South flank. There are two hut-circles and the remains of a probable third. Nothing can now be seen of a 'formed roadway' and other remains recorded uphill in 1884 (1970). Charcoal was found at a depth of 0.4m, suggesting that though no remains of a fort could be found, it was a beacon hill communicating with Knockfarrel, Craig Phadrig etc.

"Markets were held at this hill. Remains of stone and turf walls enclosed an area of over 30 acres, subdivided into stances by internal walls, and conspicuous in one place are the sorting fanks of circular form and other 4-sided enclosures. Within the same general enclosure are 5 hut circles -undoubtedly ancient - two of them Joined by a passage...Around the N of the hut circles are a great number of tumuli, apparently grave-mounds."(1884)

Cnoc a’ Mhargadaidh
NH 5576 677
NH 56 NE 14
95
About 1965 what may have been a Beaker was found during the construction of a forestry road. It crumbled.

Swordale 1
NH 574 656
NH 56 NE 3
134
A Slab (4 1 3 feet) decorated with 'Cup Marks and other artificial hollows and channels' was recorded in the stackyard at Swordale in 1880 but is now lost.

Swordale 2
NH 576 659
NH 56 SE
135 24 Cup-Markings are visible on the exposed face of this slab, which is now built into a field wall. The slab measures 0.8m by 0.5m and the cup-markings measure up to 70mm in diameter, by 20 cm in depth.

Swordale3   NH 578 661 NH 56 NE 8 136

There are a number of Cup-Marks on a rock outcrop about 20m to the west of the chambered cairn.
Swordale
NH 578 661
NH 56 NE 8
25 Orkney-Cromarty Cairn.

The only remains are three slabs that formed part of the chamber and an arc of stones on edge, which may be kerb-stones.

Druim Mor, Swordale, Settlement
NH 578 661
NH 56 NE
324 An extensive area of deserted settlement covers the Druim Mor summit, just NW of chambered cairn no.25, from which much of the building material was probably derived. What may be a domestic building measuring 10m by 6m, of dry-stone construction, stands among numerous enclosures.

Drumore Farm
NH 56 NE 10

A polished Axe-head of whinstone and measuring 14.5cm by 23cm was found here and is now with the Royal Museum of Scotland.

A further axe-head was found amongst the tatties in 1991 and sent to Dingwall Museum.

Upper Park, Carn Liath
NH 589 665
NH 56 NE 6
26 Orkney-Cromarty Chambered Cairn measuring 24m in diameter and standing up to 1.8m high. Within the cairn there are remains of an unusually large chamber measuring 3.3m by 4.5m. Much robbed and disturbed. It has possibly been enlarged by field-gathered stones on the S side. A large slab, 3.6m, to the West, appears to be the N member of a pair of portal stones. The most prominent slab on the S side measures 1.7m by 1.4m.

Scheduled Monument.

Redburn
NH 575
NH 56 NE 15
57 Probably a Burial Cairn.

A turf-covered mound measuring 15m from NW to SE by 13.5m transversely, standing lm high.

A number of kerb-stones are visible, one of which bears at least 16 cup-marks.

Recently part bull-dozed.

Cladh Thuradain
NH 585 673
NH 56 NE 2
215 A small, 28m square, Burial-Ground, traditionally dedicated to St Curitan or Curadon. Stated to have contained stones with inscriptions and carvings. Inadvertently planted, then cleared by Novar Estate. Probably the 'Chapel of Fyrish'

Assynt, Glen Glass
NH 59 67
NH 56 NE 7
145
2 Stone Circles were report in 1923 as standing within a few yards of each other and may have been hut circles; they have not been subsequently located.

A cairn and cist nearby was destroyed in 1824 but an urn and jet ornaments were also found within are preserved at the National Museum. They "very closely correspond in appearance to the description of the Renfrewshire relics. They include a necklace of irregular oval jet beads, which appear to have been strung together like a common, modern string of beads, and are sufficiently rude to correspond with the works of a very primitive era... The other ornaments are curiously studded with gold spots ...and the whole are perforated with holes."

The Priest's Sepulchre
NHc60 66
NH 66 NW 9
19
In 1791 a 'grave of oblong form' measuring 2. 1m by 0.9m and 1. 07m deep was recorded near Teandallon. It may have been the chamber or passage of a chambered cairn. It is referred to in the OSA <1790s) as Teampuil an Sagairt

Balconie Church
NH 61 65
NH 66 NW 10 & 15
205
The ruins of this church, which was dedicated to St Ninian, were recorded at 'Balcony' in 1909.

St Monan's Chapel, Balconie
NH 66 NW 15

There is reference to the Chaplaincy of St Monan on the lands of Balconie in 1551, also to the chaplainry or bursary of Balconie named Tomless in 1623. No site has been identified.

Kiltearn
NH 61 65
NH 66 NW 10 A reddish brown Whetstone was found in this area.

Dalgheal
NH 61 67
NH 66 NW 11 A Polished Axe of greenstone was found here <PSAS, 1898).

Drummond
NH 66 NW 12

A polished Axe of reddish sandstone was found in this area (PSAS, 1898)

Drummond
NH 60 65
NH 66 NW 16

A bowl-shaped tree-grown mound, 25m in diameter, may be a barrow.

Evanton
NH 66 NW 13

2 small Stone Arrowheads, triangular shaped with round bases and 3 small arrowheads were found around Evanton in 1890 and are at the National Museum of Antiquities of Scotland.

Balconie
NH 61 65
NH 66 NW 14

A reddish brown Whetstone was found in this area in 1890 and is at the National Museum of Antiquities of Scotland.

Wester Teaninich
NH 625 675
NH 66 NW 19
114
A Cist was discovered during excavation in 1963. It contained fragments of bone and part of the rim of a Food Vessel, which is at the Hunterian Museum, Glasgow.

Novar House Tumulus
NH 619 680
NH 66 NW 18
56
A bowl-chaped mound, measuring 25m in diameter, standing 4m high. It may be a Burial Cairn.

Scheduled Monument.

Novar House
NH 614 679
NH 66 NW 20

Stone Balls, one with 80 knobs and one with 6 prominent knobs were found near Novar House and sent to the British Museum.

Fyrish
NH 618 689
NH 66 NW 5
103
Two Cists were found before 1865; one contained an inhumation, an N4 Beaker and a bracer, both are in the National Museum of Antiquities, Scotland.

Fyrish Monument
NH 608 696

A folly built c 1783, incorporates 9 massive circular columns of mortared rubble of which 4 of the 5 centre ones are joined. The outer four are offset and incomplete. A smaller, shorter column sits beneath the centre arch. Originally painted white.

Built under General Sir Hector Munro of Novar to represent an Indian gateway, possibly of Negapatam, which city he stormed and captured in 1781. Mortar was transported by horses in buckets.

Smaller Monuments with straight sides are found on the summit of Meann Cnoc (NH 598 685) and Creag Ruadh (NH 596 695). There are other follies near Novar House.

AC
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(Refs: National Monuments Record of Scotland; Royal Commission 1985; Highland Region Archeological Service; Regional Archeological Maps; PSAS = Proceedings of the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland; Dr. A. Woodham; Hector Munro; and site visits)
EVANTON ORAL HISTORY PROJECT
GEOLOGY
"The Cromarty Firth is a product of the glacial action of the Pleistocene era. During the later Valley Glacier period the 100 foot beach was formed. Following this period, the sea level changed several times, resulting in a 50 foot beach, a period when the beach levels were lower than today; then beach levels to 25 and 15 feet during the early Neolithic period," (University of Aberdeen, 1972)

"At Alness the succession is given as: yellow sandstones, green and red shales, green shales with nodular limestone, overlying more red and yellow sandstones with pebbly bands and conglomerates, below these formations, shales and flagstones continue down to the basement rock" (Middle Old Red Sandstone.) (Univ.of Aberdeen).

A fault line runs down the centre of the Cromarty Firth.

"The principal rocks of the district round Novar are various crystalline schists, which form the higher parts of the parishes of Alness and Kiltearn. These are succeeded, to the south east, by conglomerates of Old Red Sandstone age. The low grounds are underlaid chiefly by sandstones. The superficial accumulations of the district consist in the hilly ground principally of a gravelly and sandy till. The ground below a level of 90 feet is chiefly gravelly and sandy, or alluvial. These deposits appear to be relics of three old raised beaches - at 90 feet, 50 feet and 25 feet above the present sea-level. Along the margins of the stream alluvial flats occur." (Professor James Geikie, 1899)

At the delta of the Allt Graad, which is about 400 yards wide, there is a saltings or marshy area.

Geological Survey Sheet no 93 indicates a band of Pelitic Gneiss and Schist running from SW of Loch Glass to Loch Morie bounded on either side by Siliceous Schists and Quartz-biotite-granutites. Both are of the Moine series of the Metamorphic era. Morainic drift (from glaciers) covers Upper and Lower levels of the 2 lochs and much of the area to the coast.

There is a narrow band of Sandstone Conglomerates running NE from Cioch Mor, above Strath Sgitheach, via Eileanach, Ben Dealt and Meal an Leathaid. Sandstones cover the whole area of the coastal side of this band, combined with conglomerates, shales, pebbly sandstone etc.

In the 1790s Rev. Harry Robertson referred to the excellent clay marl at Boginturie and a supply of shell marl near Kiltearn Church, 200 yards from the sea. He also referred to finds of coal in the western part of the parish and the discovery of some deep veins which were not then considered worth exploiting.

He mentioned lead ore on the banks of the Alit nan Caorach (Stream of the Sheep). In the 1750s a Charles Smith mined and smelted some ore which produced good lead.

In 1876 Roderick Maclean described the parish of Kiltearn as "beautifully diversified by hill and dale, wood and water, arable and moorlands - the hills rising in successive altitudes to the crowning point at Wyvis (3429 feet)"

The Allt Grad (ugly burn) or Black Rock Gorge is 80 to 120 feet deep and. only 16 feet wide at one point. A smuggler, chased by excise men, is supposed to have leapt the gorge in the eighteenth century. In the late nineteenth century David 'Grove' MacDonald of Evanton, a noted athlete and cattle dealer, leapt across the gorge for a wager of a sovereign.

AC March 1992
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PLACE NAMES of KILTEARN PARISH and Nearby

Sources

@ = Place Names of Ross & Cromarty, Professor Watson * = Ferindonald papers, Frank Maclennan

$ = Roderick Maclean

# = Taobh Sear Ross (Peadar Morgan)

Fearann Dòmhnaill = Donald's Land (Donald Munro, an Irish prince, died c 1053) includes parishes of Kiltearn and Alness, and parts of Dingwall and Kincardine.

Possibly 'Lord's Kirk' or Kirk of St Ternan; Watson prefers Kirk of Tighearnach (as Kiltierny, Ireland)

Inhabitant of the Roe or peninsula (4172 Mbunro) or Monadh Rotha = moorland district/peninsula

Evan's township (named after son of Alexander Fraser of Inchcoulter)

Baile Eoghainn was also known as Am Baile Ur = New Town $

(Between Balconie Steading and Allt Grad). Alan na Circe = Bog of the Hen *

Strong place @

The Residence (after Balcomhnuidh) $

Innis a' Chultair, Coulter mead. Alternative name for Balconie, in use in 18th and 19th centuries.

S. side of Skiach water. In 1889 there existed a ruined tower $

Behind the cairn

Possibly named after W.Indies plantation with which Alexander Fraser had dealings. * Ditto

Ditto (Common as a house name in Barbados)

House of Swingle-trees/plough yokes @ Shrub hill@; Hill of the Race $

Large ridge

Dale of the sward (Norse) @/ grassy dale Market Hill (markets were held here)

Named after Fanny Bisset, wife of John Dearg Munro in 1859. Formerly Bogreach/Bog Riabach = greyish bog $

d) Foulis & West

Skiach
Sgitheach = Hawthorn @

Drummond
Low ridge $; Ridge, drum @

Muillin Fhuaran/Mulinouran 
 Mill Well*. Glenskiach Distillery sited nearby
Teanord (Teanaird)

 Tigh an aird = House of the height *
Ord-house? Height/hammer (D Murray
Katewell    
(variously Catuell in 1369; Ketwal, Cathwall, Ketwell, Katwall, Catewall)
Uncertain. (First town - ceud bhaile;
Milking place?)

Creag na Caillich
Rock of the Old Woman, on River Skiach *

Knockancuirn
Rowan/mountain ash knoll

Corriefoulis
The hollow of Foulis

Achleach
Half field @

Ballachladoch
Shore town @

Foulis
? Streamlet @ (Fo = lesser; Glais = stream); Beneath the Fort $

or possibly from Loch Foyle, N. Ireland

Cnoc an Teampuill
Temple Hill

Culnaskiach
Nook of the Skiach/hawthorn @

Ardullie
(Ard= High place)

The Hawker's Road
(To Blackhill, Culnaskeath). An Cadh Ceaird = The Tinker's Steep Path *

Strongarve
Rough nose or point @

Yellow Wells
Fuaran Bhuidhe= The Yellow Spring

Kilday (Kilday's Wood)
Cill Dea = God's Chapel?*

Lemlair
The mare's leap $

Culbin
Behind the hill $

Cnoc Vabin/Mhábairn
A personal name ? @ The good hill $

Pelaig
Name of a water sprite (P)? @

Woodlands
Named after place in Dorset. Old name Claon Uachdarach, Upper Clyne

Mountgerald
So named by Mackenzie in mid 18th century. Formerly Clyne (Claon = a slope)

Clachan Biorach
Pointed or standing stones @

Mountrich
Recent name. Was Kilchoan.

Kilchoan
St Comgan' Chapel Fluchlady

/Fliuch Leathadaidh
Wet hill-side @ $

Bogandurie/Bogantury
Gloomy bog Bog an dùbhraidh @; Bog of the tower (Bog-an-Tùr) $

Teachatt
Cat-house @

Clare
An Clar = A flat place @

Knockgurmain
The indigo hill $

Teandore
House of the thicket

Waterloo
After Battle of Waterloo; house was an inn.

	
	

	
	

	e)Glen Glass
	Grey Glen

	Allt-granda/Grad Ballavoulin
	Black Rock Gorge; The ugly burn

	Ballavoulin
	Mill town (Milton) 

	Lagvoulin
	Valley of the mill

	Assynt
	Rocky Ridge End (Norse)? @ 

	Poll Ookitch/'Plookage'
	(Pool below Black Rock Gorge).

	
	Pool of the Swallows from Poll an-t'Slugaid

	Cladh Churadain
	St Curitan's Graveyard 

	Redburn
	Allt Dearg 

	Uig
	Bay, Creek, Hollow, Nook

	Sockach
	The snouted hill @

	Lariebhuidhe       or Lorgbuie 
	Yellow Footprint

	or Lorgbuie
	Yellow track @

	Lynechorc
	(Corn.... )

	Knockmartin
	Cnoc a'Mhargadaidh = Market hill *)

	
	Hill of the black market $

	Ridorach 
	The dark slope $

	Conas/Coneis
	Waterfall of the dogs

	
	Combination of falls @

	Allt nan Caorach 
	The burn of the sheep $

	Achnagaul
	Valley of the Gael

	or Achnagoul
	Field of the Fork @ 

	Balnarge/ Balnard 
	Town of the height @

	Tighnacraig
	House on the rock

	Loch a' Chaplaich
	Horse Loch (haunt of a water horse) *

	Eileanach
	Place of islands @

	Meall an Tuirc
	Boar's Hill

	Bendeallt
	Dealt = drizzle

	Refarquhar
	Rhuige Fhearchair= Farquhar's Slope ?

	Culzie
	Caolaisidh = Narrows # 

	Wyvis
	Uamhais = Dreadful

	
	Fuathais = Den or dismal place $

	
	Uais = Noble/high # 

	Corravachie/Cille-bhacie
	Corrie of the peat bogs $

	Lochan nan Amhaichean
	Lochan of the Necks @ 

	Lochan Goblach
	Forked lochan @ 

	Feur Lochan
	Grassy lochan @

	Lochan Bealach Cùilaidh 
	

	Lochan nan Druidean
	Lochan of the Starlings  @ 

	Loch Mhiosaraidh
	Loch of dairy produce @

	Beallach Collaidh/
	

	/ Beallach nam Bròg
	Gap of the Brogues. Between Correvachie and Inchbae; site of battle between Munros and Mackenzies, when Munros protected their chests with their shoes


g)Boath Road 

Boath

 


Booth or hut @
Boathmore 



Places of booths or huts @

Contullich



Congeries of hillocks @
Moultavie 



Place of wedders @
Baddans



The little copses @ 
Ardoch 



The high place @
Lealty 



Half burn @

Glaick 



Hollow

Acharn 



Field of the cairn @
Loanroidge 



Bog Myrtle Marsh

Balmeanoch 



Middle town (Middleton)
Knocklea/cnoclea 


Grey hill @
Ballavoulen 



Mill town

Boathvic 




Ballone 



Town of the loan/wet meadow @

Balnagrotchen 


Croft township @
Kildermorie



Cille Mhoire = St Mary's Chapel 

Averon



Abharan = Little river (Old Irish)@






M'ath bhron = My second sorrow ? @
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LAND USE

200 Years Ago

Harry Robertson, minister in Kiltearn, writing in the 1790s gives a vivid contemporary portrait of the parish. Land under cultivation is about 2250 acres and "about 2 miles broad from the sea-shore to the foot of the hilly ground on the north." There are "grazings" and "Highland possessions" up to 15 miles from the sea.

About two thirds of the land in the parish belongs to Sir Hugh Munro, Foulis.

Clare "a considerable strath" is "pleasantly situated in an inclined plain, upon the banks of the River Skiach, containing about 200 acres arable land and meadow ground." The plain of Bognahavin opposite is about 30 acres. Nearby at Boginturie is an abundance of clay marl, excellent for farming.

The houses in the above area are in general "very mean". On each side of the river, however, is one house "built in style superior to the generality of farm-houses in the parish." These are the goat-whey quarters of the minister and of Mr. Munro, the sheriff-substitute of Lewis. Each house offers comfortable accommodation to the "weary traveller or the fatigued sportsman" and they are "in perfect contrast to the miserable huts, called Shealings, which the hardy Highlanders inhabit while they tend their flocks and herds, and live on the produce of the dairy." The minister notes that whole trees have been found in peat moss diggings and have proved ideal for building and fires.

The soil in the higher areas is unsuited for ploughing "for though corn may grow, yet, through cold and moisture it never ripens for as to make good bread."

The lowlands offer "a very rich and beautiful prospect" with "well cultivated fields, inclosed either with stone-walls or with thorn-hedges and belts of planting." The black, spongy soil has been improved by means of drains. The clay soil of the western part produces excellent crops. The "natural beauty of the country" has "been of late years so much improved by art" which attests to the "good taste and opulence of the proprietors."

"The spirited, active farmer, who sows early, reaps an early harvest and the best corn." The "unaccountable prejudices" of some farmers result in "the inconveniences of a late harvest.""The gentleman's houses are large and commodious, and their gardens well stored with fruit-trees." Early in the century there were few forest trees "except some natural elders and willows on the banks of the rivers and a few ashes, elms and limes surrounding gentlemen's gardens."

"Now there are extensive plantations of pines or firs, several miles in circumference, besides many thousand oaks and other hard woods.... The several proprietors seem to vie with each other in raising the finest plantations of timber." Foulis and Swordale hills are both covered with fir plantations "which cannot fail to please the eye." In January 1791, however, high winds tear down 6000 fine firs on the Foulis Estate.

Knockmartin (Cnoc a Mhargadaidh) and the hills beyond are covered with heather. Ben Uaish (Wyvis) is apparently "always covered with snow" and its heather and coarse grass provides "excellent pasture for cattle". It has a forest which "is well stocked with (red) deer and a variety of moor game." Loch Glass and other small lochans have "an abundance of fine trout."

Livestock

There are about 1000 Black Cattle, which the principal farmers "have been at great pains to improve" through buying in from Fife and Moray. Most cattle are of "an inferior size."

Sheep numbers are "very inconsiderable", around 600, and mostly "of a very inferior quality", small and unproductive. Only two or three farmers "manage their sheep properly and one of their sheep is worth two of any other farmer's." Sheep rearing has recently been discouraged because of their damage to young timber plantations. The Common breed of sheep is the Aboriginal Black Sheep - "it fares better than the Cheviot on hill grazing."

Prejudice against 'swine's flesh' has largely disappeared by this time and "every housekeeper rears annually one or two pigs, some half a dozen." They fetch 20 to 30 shillings at neighbouring markets.
Gentlemen farmers are using Galloway horses in ploughing and carting, of which there are about 60, valued from £10 to £25. Most use Highland Garrons, and there are over 300, valued at £3 to £5. Only two tenants keep Goats.

Farming Practices

Crop acreage in Kiltearn parish is: Oats - 1000; Barley - 500 ; Peas -120; Clover and Rye Grass - 300; Potatoes - 140 ; plus some leas, wheat, turnip, beans, flax , rye. Average returns are "very inconsiderable", the barley yielding about 5 returns, the oats 4 and there is normally little left for the market. Flax and wheat manufacture is handicapped by the lack of mills.

All the gentlemen's farms are managed "either by natives of the South of Scotland, or by persons bred to farming there." Most farmers employ "wretched management" practices, do not sow grass seed and they have "scanty returns." "Many among us have the name of farmers who ought more properly to be day labourers," and many suffer "extreme poverty." Tenants still have to provide peats to the landlord and some to perform other services.

Cottars or 'mailers', who are often "artificers, mechanics or day-labourers" "rear better crops on their small lots than do the poor tenants on larger possessions." There are 61 skilled craftsmen and 36 apprentices in the parish.

Ploughing at this time is done both with horses and oxen, sometimes in conjunction. Oxen are no longer harnessed at the neck but in the same manner as horses. "The prevailing opinion seems to be in favour of labouring with oxen rather than horses, which are liable to so many accidents." There are about 100 ploughs, "many of them light and trifling." There are 10 ox wagons and horse-drawn 30 box carts and about 300 small rung-carts or 'Kellachys', which have solid wooden wheels and are used for carrying peats and corn.

A "good number" of salmon are caught on the sea-coast, sometimes by "still fishing "using nets and cobbles but "chiefly by means of yaires, or small inclosures built in a curve near the shore," of which there are normally four or five. "Flounders, herring-fry or sprats are frequently taken in these yaires."

There is no seaweed suitable for kelp production. Wild ducks and 'rood geese' occasionally land and are "esteemed good eating." Beehives have recently considerably reduced in number.

Conditions

Rents vary from 10 shillings to 20 shillings per acre. Only two tenants are paying £80 rent, eleven from £20 to £40, nine £10 to £20 and 56 are paying £3 to £10.

Ploughmen and carters generally receive 6 bolls of meal instead of board and £3 Sterling annually. Some receive up to 10 bolls and up to £6. A boll of oats or barley averages at 16s. A cow fetches about £3. Male Day labourers receive 7d. per day, female 6d., but prefer a piece rate. Female servants generally receive £1 4 shillings to £1 10 shillings annually.

"In no country, perhaps, are the gentlemen better lodged, and the tenants worse accommodated, than in this parish...among 385 houses there are not 40, in which a person accustomed to decent accommodation, would choose to lodge a single night." "The greatest number are built of earth and are usually razed to the ground once in 5 or 7 years, when they are usefully added to the dunghill."

During the hard years of 1782 and 1783 the work provided by the "gentlemen of the parish" saved many families "from perishing from want of bread." In 1796 a crowd marches from Dingwall to Foulis Ferry to prevent export of grain.

There is a small village at Drummond, "as yet in its infancy", with a public house, 2 shop-keepers, a wool dyer with a scouring-mill, and a few other mechanics. Two markets are held annually; one early in June, the other in the first week in December (the 'Goose Market'), where black cattle and other commodities are sold. The parish school is attended by 60 to 80 children, often many more.

Other Commentators

Sinclair, in his General View of the Agriculture of the Northern Counties and Islands of Scotland of 1795, describes Kiltearn as having " a deep loam fit to yield weighty crops of wheat. The lands are partly occupied by gentlemen and partly by respectable farmers. But by far the greater proportion is occupied by small tenants and cottagers, known as 'mealers'."

"The gentlemen are very spirited in the improvements they carry on and follow every species of good husbandry practised in the South. The better sort of farmers are beginning to imitate their example but the smaller tenants are behind indeed, keeping their land perpetually under corn and never thinking of varying their system of husbandry."

Experiments are underway to rear high-bred horses at Novar. Bakewell rams have proved unsuccessful, Linton have fared better but produce little wool. Cheviots, however, produce a valuable fleece and excellent carcass. Highland cattle have much improved.

The farms of the gentlemen and some respectable tenants are inclosed but the country in general lies open. Sinclair notes that the enclosures have as yet had "but a trifling effect" on the population.

The Hours of Labour have been restricted to 6 to 6. This restriction, recommends Sinclair, "ought to be discouraged". In the winter the hours are from light to light,

Regarding Roads  "No set of gentlemen in Scotland are more attentive."

As for Woods "The gentlemen of Ross of late years are indefatigable in carrying on plantations”, in particular including General Sir Hector Munro.

Sinclair notes the following obstacles to improvement in Ross:

The smallness of farms; payment of rent in kind; personal services; thirlage (grain to the miller); a shortage of leases; the Corn Laws (resulting in the low price of corn).

Sir George Steuart Mackenzie in his General Survey of the Counties of Ross & Cromarty 1810 states that "All our native farmers, with the exception of a very few, have proved themselves to be totally unfit for occupying the land
ere long the arable lands of the counties will be possessed by farmers from the improved districts of the kingdom." "The native farmers have a great aversion to inclosures as they prevent their cattle from ranging at large after the crops are brought home." "When a Highlander must work, he exerts himself nobly." He asks, "Is it not, therefore, sound policy to place the Highlands in a situation wherin they will be compelled to work?"

Sir George describes Novar in the following terms:

"The improvements of the late Sir Hector Munro, although the money which they cost was not always well applied, were executed in a style, and on a scale beyond any which people in this remote corner could have imagined. The soil about Novar is exceedingly bad but wood thrives well on it, and, by dint of cash, it has been forced to yield corn and grass. During Sir Hector's lifetime, he expended upwards of £120,000 on the place of Novar, which I believe does not return a quarter per cent. The place is pretty though much spoiled by innumerable rows of gate pillars, besides a number of fantastic statues and buildings stuck upon every eminence. The imitation of a village has been erected on the top of an almost inaccessible hill, and it has been painted white in order to contrast it with the sombre firs that surround it. The view from the house is exceedingly fine; it was opened by removing a pretty extensive rising ground, which interrupted the view of Cromarty. From one or two points Novar looks beautiful, and on the whole may be called a fine place."

Mid 19th Century

By 1838 the acreage in Kiltearn under cultivation is about 3000 and it was considered that very little more could be added profitably. There is a Common between Foulis and Inchcoulter (Balconie). Crops include wheat, barley, oats, peas and latterly, turnips. Much of the fir plantations have been cut for ship-building. Water-driven Thrashing mills are working on many of the farms, the first flour-mill having gone up in 1821. The usual duration of leases is 19 years.

Writing in 1838, Thomas Munro, minister in Kiltearn, describes the system of agriculture as "very superior
 turnip husbandry has of late received a great deal of attention; as the general adoption of bone marrow enables farmers to sow a great quantity, which are used in winter for feeding hogs or for fattening stock for the south county markets. Draining and inclosing have been carried on very extensively, and in some cases very judiciously. Large embankments were made, some years ago, at Newton and at Balconie, and a considerable tract of land, formerly quite unprofitable, was thus redeemed from the sea and rendered fit for the purposes of agriculture. The principal improvements which have been made, were usually at the expense of the tenants, without the prospect of any remuneration from the

proprietors
The late Mr. Fraser of Inchcoulter, a gentleman of great taste, expended large sums in the improvement of his property. He divided it into moderately sized farms, well fenced and enclosed. On all these farms he erected steadings which are highly ornamental to the country, and very convenient for the tenantry." (2nd Statistical Account)

In 1847 the Poor are reduced to living on turnips. 69 inhabitants of Evanton sign a memorandum to this effect. Meal Riots are "precipitated by reports of actual starvation on the West Coast, coupled with the beginning of a steep rise in local food prices...partly due to some local farmers holding crops back in the hope of getting high famine prices later" ('This Noble Harbour', M. Ash)

On 19th and 20th January a Mob at Evanton attempts to prevent a local farmer from moving his grain wagons to Invergordon for shipment. Shipments are also prevented at Foulis Point and other points around the Firth. Eventually in March soldiers arrive from Edinburgh to allow shipments to continue. A confrontation takes place at Balintraid, and at Foulis Point grain is adulterated with coal and lime.

"Despite local fears amongst landlords and farmers about the consequences of the Abolition of the Corn Laws and the growth of Free Trade, agriculture grew to a new prosperity in the 1850s and remained in a thriving state for over two decades." ('Noble Harbour')

Rabbits are introduced to Ross-shire in the mid 19th century, Myxomatosis from France a century later (1953).

Ploughmen

Ploughing matches in Kiltearn commence in 1867. At the 12th Annual Match, held at Teandallon, Novar Estate, in March 1878, there are 31 ploughs of which 20 common and 11 high cutters. "The fine display of horses was much admired, those from Newton, Drummond, Ardullie, Culbin, Lemlair, Assynt, Ballavoulin, Drumore, Katewell and Culcairn particularly worthy of note."(RJ)

Among the spectators are observed: Mr. Munro of Swordale; Rev. Mr Watson and Miss Watson; Messrs Fleming, Ardullie; Turnbull, Assynt; Munro, Knockancurin (sec),Hossack, merchant; Munro, ditto; Kemp, Evanton; Walker, Mountrich; Walker, Fyrish; Walker, Novar; Shivas, Culbin; Leslie, Culcairn; Ross, Drumore; Paterson, Fowlis; Ross, Teachatt; Gibson, Contullich; Sutter, Balconie; Brown, Novar; Maculloch, Drummond; Cameron, Dingwall, Ford, Evanton; Stewart, manager, Wyvis; Munro, late Novar Mains; Young, Drummond Arms; MacNab, Fowlis; Munro, governor of prison, Dingwall
"The very superior ploughing of Murdo Ross, Drumore, John Fraser, Balconie and Donald Campbell, Lemlair in common ploughs and Alex. MacDonald, Woodlands and W. Rose, Ardullie, in high cutters, left little to be desired."(RJ)

 Prize List

Common Ploughs 1 Murdo Ross, Drumore; 2 John Fraser, Balconie; 3 Donald Campbell, Lemlair; 4 John Macrae, Knockancurin; 5 Alex, MacDonald, Katewell; 6 Donald Ross, Knockancurin; 7 James Maclennan, Knockancurin; 8 James Rose, Balconie

Best finish Murdo Ross

Neatest Ends John Mackenzie, Balconie

High Cutters 1 Alex MacDonald, Woodlands ; 2 Wm Rose, Ardullie; 3 Charles Elder, Knockrash; 4 Andrew Manson, Drummond; 5 John Chisholm, Culbin

Best Ferreing Alex MacDonald Best Finish Alex MacDonald

Grooming 1 Donald Menzies, Newton; 2 W Hill, Woodlands; 3 Murdo Ross; 4 Alex MacDonald; 5 Donald Ross, Knockancurin; 6 James Stewart, Newton; Andrew Munro, Balavoulin; 7 Wm Hill, Newton; 8 Alex Campbell, Culcairn Best kept harnesses 1 Wm Rose; 2 John Chisholm; 3 Alex Shaw, Culbin; 4 James Aird, Drummond; 5 Alex MacDonald; 6 Andrew Munro; 7 Wm Hill; 8 Donald Menzies, Newton,

Best kept old harness Alex Campbell - still in use after 24 years.

The Ross-shire Ploughmen's Union on 8th January 1897 gives a platform to Munro-Ferguson, Novar. Mr. Campbell, Clashnabuiac, welcomes him as their friend. Novar, he says, is "the representative of the labour party (a Liberal) in the House of Commons and he did his work well." (Applause). Novar says he has "supported the Union because I look upon it as the best working union for farm servants with which I have been in contact. Upon principle I regard Unions as essential to the well-being of the working man
If right is to be done, it must be done between Capital and Labour and by the construction and maintenance of a strong Union. The experience of men much more capable of judging than I am has brought me to believe that you can get as much done in a nine hour day as you can get in a longer day. Any idea that these Unions are political associations is a foolish one."

A resolution is carried for: Shorter Hours; Money Wages; Saturday half holidays; Periodical full Holidays; Better House accommodation with garden attached.

The Kiltearn Crofter's Club is initiated in 1896 by Major Randle Jackson. It is initially open to crofters paying £20 or less rental, by 1902 this had changed to £50. Within a few years crofters from Alness are free to join.

The August 1900 Prize list:

Draught horses in harness; 1 Donald Campbell, Foulis; 2 Wm Fraser, Boath; 3 John Ross, Glenglass

Without harness 1 D Maclean, Lynechork; 2 Peter Campbell, Foulis

Cobs I5 hands and under; 1 R Munro, Evanton; 2 John Munro, Dalreach; 3 Jas Munro, Boath

2 Year old colts; 1 Alex, Mackintosh, Glenglass; 2 Peter Campbell, Glen of Foulis

One year old colts, 1 Mr. Campbell, Strongarve; 2 John Munro, Dalreach; D Maclean, Lynechork

Poll cows in milk; 1 L Munro, Evanton; 2 D Mackenzie, contractor, Evanton Cross cows in milk; 1 Mr. Bisset, Drummond Arms; 2 D Maclean, Lynechork; 3 Lachlan Munro, Evanton

Ayrshire cows in milk; 1 John Mackenzie, 'Park', Evanton; George Munro, The Inn

Calves, 1 William Ross, Ardoch; 2 R Munro, Evanton

Stirks 1 and 2 - John Macdonald, Evanton; 3 Kenneth Mackenzie 
Best 2 ewes, 1 and 2 - John Munro, Evanton

Minorca cock and hem 1 John Mackenzie, Assynt Street

Plymouth Rock cock and hag 1 James Hay, Fyrish; 2 0 Mackenzie, Hermitage St
Hamburg Silver Spangled cock and hem 1 Alex, Mackenzie, Flower Cottage; 2

Mackenzie, Hermitage St

Dogs (collie); 1 Wm Macleod, Alness; 2 Wm Cunningham, Evanton; 3 A Munro, Evanton

Rabbits, 1 Margaret Beta Sutherland, Evanton; 2 George Duff, Evanton Driving 1 David MacDonald, Evanton; 2 John Munro, Dalreach; 3 Wm Cunningham, Evanton

Trotting 1 D Macdonald, Evanton; 2 George Macdonald; 3 John Munro Leaping (open); 1 JR Sutherland; 2 D MacDonald, Evanton

Hurdles 1 JR Sutherland; 2 JG Robertson, Dingwall; 3 D MacDonald, Evanton Driving competition 1 JG Robertson; 2 John Matheson, Glen of Foulis; 3 George MacDonald, Evanton

Flat race; 1 Geo MacDonald; 2 J6 Robertson; 3 John MacDonald

In September 1901 the judges express themselves rather disappointed with the numbers of beasts. The Show is opened by Mr. Dyson Perrins, Ardross, music provided by the Alness Pipe Band.

Among the winners are; Draught horse in harness - Donald Campbell, Strongarve; without harness- D. Maclean, Lynechork; Cobs - A Mackintosh, Glenglass; Ponies - J. Munro, Knockbain; Mares at foal - J. Ross; Poll cows in milk - Peter Campbell, Corriefoulis; Cross Cows in milk - D, Maclean, Lynechork; Ayrshire Cows - J, Ross; Calves- Jack Lealtie; Stirks - Munro, Evanton; Highland Cattle - R, Munro; Cheviot Ewes - Ross, Evanton; Kids - H. Kemp, Evanton; Goats in milk - A Kemp, Evanton; Driving Competition - A. Craik jnr,; Driving Competition- J. Munro, Dalreach; Ladies Driving- Mrs. A Mackenzie, Evanton; Trotting Competition - Alex. Mackenzie, Evanton; best turn-out- J.S.Robertson; Leaping- 6,MacDonald, Evanton; 2nd - D. Mackenzie, Evanton

The 1902 show is opened by Lt.General Sir Archibald Hunter, commander of the Scottish Forces. Sept 2 1898, ex commander of the Egyptian Army in Soudan with Kitchener and recently returned from the South African War.

The standard is " most commendable for a local show" especially in the horses and cow sections. The open events are well contested. The afternoon is brought to a close by a goat race, causing great amusement. The show is reported to be a financial success.

Knockrash Smallholdings

In May 1894 Kiltearn is reportedly the first place in Scotland to take advantage of the Small Holdings Act. After the visit by District Committee visit four years later, the Ross-shire Journal reports that "there were difficulties at first - pecuniary difficulties. Not all the holders were able to meet the initial cost of the negotiations. But by the liberality of a gentleman (Jackson) whose interest in the crofting classes has again and again been manifested sufficient numbers came forward to take up the ground acquired by the County Council. The Kiltearn experiment has been crowned with success."

The land was purchased for £1175; of this £100 fell to Major Jackson as the heritable creditor, which he generously handed back.

Of the 25 smallholders one paid the full price the others paid one fifth and were bonded to pay the remainder over 50 years by a half yearly annuities.

The Ross-shire Journal reports that the lots are generally in excellent order. "The acquiring of the holding had been a most satisfactory piece of work" states Sir Kenneth Mackenzie, Lord Lieutenant. The plots remain important to villagers until the 1940s, when the advent of milk rounds and tractors does away with the need for family cows and horses.

Ian MacDonald recounts having occasionally had to collect the rents for the Council in the 30s. On the first occasion, he was surprised that, having concluded the payment business, the small-holders continued to hang around. "Oh Johnny Lachie always repairs with us to the Novar Arms", they exclaimed and it was with difficulty that Ian MacDonald persuaded them he personally was under age.) Several of these holdings are now part of Lower Park Farm; legal action being required to unravel the strict conditions of sale.

In September 1898 Kiltearn School teaches Agriculture to the boys and Domestic Science to the girls for the first time.

On 1st September 1899 the Hover Horticultural Society meets in the Diamond Jubilee Hall. It is opened by Andrew Carnegie of Skibo and a welcoming speech made by Hector Munro-Ferguson, Assynt.

The principal prize takers are: Professional: Dalmore, Foulis, Novar, Assynt; Amateur, Mr. Meiklejohn, Mrs. Turnbull - Assynt, Mr. Walker - Contullich, Mr. K.A Munro and Mr. D Mackenzie - Evanton, Cotters, Miss Jessie Munro, Mr. Donald Duff, Mr. Dan Ross, Evanton; Mrs. Mackenzie - Fern Cottage; Mrs. MacDonald - Balconie St, Mrs. Mack - Camden Street.
Tattie Holidays

In July 1900 Major Jackson proposes that the "this being a rural parish.... that the yearly six weeks' holidays be divided into two parts -one month at harvest, a fortnight at potato lifting". Mr. Macintyre, Newton, seconds the motion. Mr. Main the headmaster is not in favour. Mr. Paterson and Lady Munro oppose the idea and Lady Munro uses her casting vote as chairman to vote down the motion. School absenteeism during potato harvesting continues until holidays are introduced after WW1.

There is an Agricultural Show in Evanton c 1925, remembers Duncan Fraser, Knockancurin. He recollects having Angorra rabbits there. (He also recollects Don MacDonald of Yellow Wells laying somebody out at the Show!)

Slater's Directory of 1911 mentions that the main exports from Foulis Ferry are Grain, Timber and Cattle.

Markets and Travelling People

Dingwall has long been the main market for livestock. Willie Munro, Clashnabuiach, recollects that "There were markets, in Alness and Evanton. I think the Evanton one was in Camden Street. They were finished by the time I was fit to go. A certain amount of local produce was sold. The 1st War finished a lot of that."

"There were a tremendous number of people travelled the roads in the summer-time. Some came from the Continent too. German Gypsies came from the Continent. There was one year when they were very suspicious that they were spies and there was a German officer amongst them - whether that is right or not I don't know. They were travelling along the road and the authorities wouldn't let them take the road where it branches off to Alness and Invergordon. And they camped in the field at the roadside. I think there was a disturbance. There were men with bears, dancing bears and men with monkeys and barrel-organs."

Mary Urquhart, Teachatt, recollects a lot of salesmen in turbans.

Crops

Willie Munro recollects that in the early 20th century "Some farms grew barley. Oats, potatoes and barley. Occasionally some farms had adopted for hay for silage in the villages. A lot of the hotels kept a horse or two for their clients' use, a horse taxi business. Another interesting thing was the number of cows in the village. There was no distribution of milk at an early stage. If you had a little piece of land you would have a cow on it. It was a status symbol having a cow I think. Then if maybe you had a surplus of milk you would sell some to a neighbour. Children used to go for it at nights or the mornings. The pails would hang out for them and they collected them"

"Oatmeal was very important in the community. A sign of that was that meal mills were so frequent and near the centres of population. Before the 1st War it was terrific the amount of meal that was used. You fed your meal, your oatcake - you had porridge. Then you fed the dog with oatmeal, maybe you fed the young chickens with oatmeal."

Game supplemented the larder. Prior to the 1886 Crofting Act poaching was liable to lead to removal. It became acceptable to shoot deer and other 'vermin' that were trespassing. Willie Urquhart remembers killing the deer and "putting him in a big barrel of salt and water. We would have venison 7 days a week all winter." Bunty MacDonald recalls shooting deer at

Auchnagaul. Rabbits were a very common part of the diet on crofts and farms alike. "They kept us living for a long time", remembers Willie Urquhart.

As youngsters the crofters would take part in the grouse 'beats'. "We got paid 7/6d a day and we thought it a fortune." (WU)

Agricultural Conditions

"Perquisites of a farm workers were 8 bolls of meal (140 lbs to the boll), 3 tons of potatoes and something like 300 yards of autumn potatoes that they could lift before the potato crop was ready. Then they got 2 pints of milk, 3 ton of coal and a load or two of firewood. I just wonder - the 8 bolls of meal would give you 3 or 4 lbs of meal - That's quite a lot when you cook it."(Wm.Munro)

Mrs. Eleanor Munro, Foulis, recollects that "labourers' perquisites pre WW2 included M gallon of milk, 1 ton of potatoes, 3 tons of coal, firewood, 10 bolls (100 stone) of oatmeal (9 shillings per boll before the war)."

Henry Cassie remembers "You got no holidays then. The only holiday you'd get were a day at New Year and the two fast days in the year. The farm Servant's Union took on the holidays and we started getting a week's holidays."

Fred Rose recalls that shepherds received more oatmeal to feed the dogs. Oatmeal was sometimes sold on to the butcher for making mealie puddings. Perks were phased out in the early to mid 50s and many felt worse off as a result. Housing was generally poor on the farms before the war. Labourers moved around to better themselves. This they were not allowed to do during the war - they have to "Stand Still" unless approved to move by a Special Tribunal.

The Depression Years

Willie Munro sold potatoes for 18 shillings a Ton. "You'd fairly pay that for a stone today. There was unemployment in the villages a lot."

But people still had to eat?

"I suppose they weren't eating enough. And maybe they were coming in from abroad cheaper - I think that might be the trouble. You see these Eastern Europeans would do anything to get cash."

When did things start picking up again?

"About 1938/1939. Then of course the war-time changed things a lot. There were so many ships coming in with food. And I suppose the men in the army would be getting more food than they were ever used to in civil life. 1945 to 50 there wasn't much change. 1950 to '55 tractors were in pretty well and most of the horses were gone."

Were you sorry to see the end of that or glad to have things a little easier with mechanisation?

"Well both ways. Sentimentally yes I was sorry to see the horses go; on the other hand you had to move with the times."

Did that mean laying off some of the labourers?

"Well, yes it did to a certain extent - when the Combines came in but not until then.

One of the great changes I saw was the delivery of milk at our doorsteps and the milking of the cows - that was a drudgery. You were tied there -you couldn't get away. That was a great change. I used to do it. I was going to do it for a week or two, then I found myself doing it for 10 years. I wasn't a good milker - a slow milker."

What does it take to be a good milker?

"I don't know: Some women are very good. I don't know whether you could get anybody who could milk a cow nowadays - by hand."

Machinery

"Drummond Farm was the first in the parish to have a tractor; a Fowler steam engine. There were very few tractors in the parish before the 2nd World War. Farms booked Government tractors in the 40s for ploughing, sowing, harvesting, binding. There were very few combines in the early 50s; by the 506 most farms had one."

Ian MacDonald remembers how agricultural workers seemed to come and go.

" The 28th May it started about One O’clock in the morning, the flitting -by horse and cart, by lorry, by any means. It would be going on all day changing from one farm to another. And every May and November, the term periods, we had a complete change of class more or less - it was always changing, there was never a settled class. There was a Feein Market in Dingwall and all the farm workers were allowed the day off to go this market and all the farmers attended and if they were looking for a man who was a good stacker or driller they picked out their men and offered him terms. If his cottage that he offered was a bitty more attractive to the wife they moved on - or if there was some other attraction, nearer to the school or whatever. But my goodness, they were an itinerant lot - they moved around a lot - that's what I recall."

Hugh Maclean remembers what it was like returning from the War.

"Well there were too many people looking for a job. Even on the farms then "look here Donnie, you didn't do that right" and sack you like that. You not only lost your Job, you lost your house. And the next farmer rang up "What like is that Donnie Gallie (for example)?", "He's no use" - your name was put all over. The times were tough and the wages were nil."

"You mind Macauley that was in Assynt - he was a union man - they threw him out. If you were in a union and the farmer got to know about it you were thrown out. Of course they were all agitators of course but you couldn't get a worse wage - they were really poor. Woodlands was one of the poorest places - Macallum. Jimmy Fletcher he was one of the poorest - he was killed in the 'ton"

Willie John Urquhart recalls the farming practices at Dalreoch:

"The plough was what was called a high-cutter, the coulter on a wheel on it - the wheel was really to keep it going too deep or too shallow:" 

Did you have an ox or horses?

"Just the two horses and a plough. We hadn't big horses, what we called Highland Garrons, really a Highland Pony. We had Clydesdales later. In the early days they were always saying "Willing to work", they never refused. Hardy animals."

What other implements did you have?

"I used to sow the corn to begin with my hand and a box, and the grass-seeds too."

Harrows?

"Aye harrows on the plough and a grabber for breaking up the ground. We used to cut the corn with a reaper and bind the sheaves."

How about potatoes - did you have any specialised equipment?

"No - we got a digger latterly - but to begin with it was always the grape we lifted them with, and it such a frosty place we used to clip all the turnips and store them. If we didn't get them stored by 1st November we lost them with the frost. It was a terrible frosty place Dalreoch." What are the main changes you've seen?

"Oh mechanisation is the biggest. There's certainly been an improvement in stock too and the places keep a lot more than they used to with all the fertiliser. The stock used to be thinner on the ground and maybe healthier than at the present time. But I think one of the most advantageous things was the power-lift on the tractor, it saved an awful lot of lifting for a man."

Forestry

Lord Novar and Lord Lovat were the main champions of the cause of forestry in the area. After the massive harvesting during the Second World War, an expansive policy was required. In 1947 there were 14,300 ha (55 sq m) in the county; in 1954, 19,186 ha (74 sq m); and by 1983 42,195 ha (162 sq m) of which 40,695 conifer; 1500 broadwood. (Ross & Cromarty Book) (See 'Novar Estate')

Crofts

In 1960 there were 3 Crofts in Kiltearn, 6 in Alness

In 1970 there were 2 Crofts in Kiltearn, 7 in Alness, 639 in East Ross

In 1980 there were 0 Crofts in Kiltearn, 2 in Alness, 578 in East Ross

In 1990 there were 0 Crofts in Kiltearn, 1 in Alness, 554 in East Ross

(Source: Crofter's Commission)

See Chapter on Glen Glass concerning Crofting Life.

See Also Interviews

Donald Gallie: Balconie, Drummond

Duncan Fraser: Knockancurin, Swordale

Ken Humphreys & Muir Macallum: Lemlair, Woodlands, Pelaig, Culbin, Stan Armstrong: Novar

Nancy & John Campbell: Drumore, Culcairn Mill

Ellen & Henry Cassie: Culnaskeath, Assynt, Woodlands

Bunty MacDonald: Auchnagaul Croft, Glen Glass

Mhairi Mackenzie: Ardullie

Kenny Maclennan: Assynt, Moultavie, Culcairn

Capt. Patrick Munro: Foulis Alan Moore: Drummond

Alistair Munro: Balconie 

Ivy Munro: Assynt, Uig Willie Munro: Clashnabuiac Fred Rose: Arabella, Novar 

R Munro-Ferguson: Novar

Archie Ross: Kildermorie, Wyvis Ann Elisabeth Sutherland: Swordale

Catherine Swancott: Boath Mary Urquhart: Teachatt Willie Urquhart: Dalreoch

Wilf Wright: Novar game-keeper

KILTEARN’S LISTED BUILDINGS

Ardullie Lodge                                 Category B (Map ref 585 623)

Earlier/mid 18th century, possibly incorporating earlier work, 2-storey and attic, irregular 5 bays in S elevation, windows paired except in right outer bay; contemporary centre rear wing flanked by near contemporary wider gabled extensions forming triple gabled rear elevation; further continuous lower 2-storey 6-bay wing extends N. Centre door masked by modern porch incorporating overmantel dated 1688 (Hector and Florence Munro, Kiltearn). Rear door has similar re-used mantel dated 1669. Mainly 12-pane glazing; 3 modern swept dormers in front; crow steps and cavetto skew putts; corniced end stacks; slate roof.

Overmantels each bear Munro eagle and initials HM RM for Munro of Foulis and Ardullie. 1946 date stone in W elevation records marriage of Patrick Munro and Eleanor Mary French.

Former Free Church Manse
Category C(S) Built at the Disruption in 1843.

Designed by Alexander Messer.

Now Evanton Sports/Community Centre on Drummond Road.

The original Free Church further down the road and was converted into two houses after the New Church was built on Chapel Road in 1952.

Former Secession Chapel
Category B

Early 19th century, style of James Smith, 2-storey, 5-bay. Almost square on plan, rubble with tooled ashlar dressings. Advanced centre bay with centre hoodmoulded Minister's entrance approached by flight of steps; centre bay rises as slender rectangular margined tower with 2 shaped stages and ashlar clock face, terminating in moulded corniced platform supporting pilastered (small rectangular columned) belicete with ogee cap and worn weathervane. Pair doors in outer bays with round headed windows above; similar round headed windows in inner centre bays, formerly rising full height from ground, later divided horizontally forming flat-headed windows in bays 2 and 4 of ground floor.

Later corniced tall wallhead stacks, rear windows and door; piended slate roof.

Church terminates the main street of the planned village.

There was strong tradition of church secession in Kiltearn Parish from 1770 to the Disruption of 1843 (See Church Notes, Book 2)

Foulis Castle
Category A Foulis has been the principal seat of the Clan Munro since Robert Munro first held Easter Foulis of the Earl of the Ross in the mid 14th Century. The present castle is dated 1754, 1777 and 1792, but incorporates parts of earlier buildings in the NE and SE ranges. It is built on site of earlier castle destroyed by fire by the Mackenzies in the '45. The rebuilding was commenced by Sir Harry Munro, whose portrait hangs in the dining-room. The semi-octagonal Tower built by Sir Harry resembles that of Poyntzfield. In 1777 a more fashionable formal range was created on the SW, again incorporating existing material. It has a pedimented centre-piece with double stairs. This range is in the style of John Adams, who pursued more traditional designs than his better known brothers. The whole forms E-Plan Mansion, harled with ashlar dressings and ashlar sandstone margins.

Large service courtyard, built in 1792, with low 2-storey ranges of offices, bakehouse etc, including 2 matching pavilions with vaulted ground floors and arched entrances.

Interior: elegant cantilevered staircase; stone newel stair in NE wing (possibly from earlier castle). Public rooms: dining room; large drawing room, formerly the ball-room, late 18th century 1% stories high. Multi-pane glazing throughout, some with thick mid 18th century astragals (mouldings shaped like beads).

Gun-loops of an 'inverted key-hole' type recently discovered in the stone vaulted basement of a building in the courtyard date to around 1500 and suggest this was a corner tower on the enclosure wall of the old castle.

Foulis Gate Piers
Category C(S) Late 19th Century Rustic style.

Foulis Mains
Category B Early 19th Century, 2-storey, 4-bay house, probably with earlier 3-bay cor. Single-storey, 3-bay wing to rear. All harled with tooled ashlar margins and dressings. Heavy bracketted, corniced door piece, flanked at left by cantedbay window, rising 2-storeys. 3 1st-floor windows and 2 in rear rise through wellhead into heavy finialled margined gablets; multi-pane glazing; exaggerated skewputts; coped end stacks; slate roof.

Foulis Paint Granary
Category A Termed the 'Old Rent House'. Used to store rents paid in kind (oats and barley), for shipment and local issue. c 1740. A 'Girnel'.

The ferryman lived in adjoining cottage, which is now a Restaurant. Two accounts on the wall dated 1795 refer to issues of grain to widows, schoolmaster (38 bolls c.380 stone).

In use well into 20th Century.

In the Meal Riot of 1796 a mob of about 100 marched behind a piper and members of the local volunteer militia from Dingwall to prevent shipment of meal at a time of food scarcity and rising food prices. ("This Noble Harbour').

In 1847 too, with reports of actual starvation on the West coast, and 69 inhabitants of Evanton claiming to be living entirely on turnips, inhabitants prevented the export of grain from Foulis Point and other places on the Cromarty Firth. Soldiers then arrived from Edinburgh castle to protect the shipments and there was a bayonet charge at Balintraid. The same night grain at Foulis Point was destroyed by being mixed with coal and lime.

Kiltearn Old Parish Church and Burial Ground
Category B Rebuilt as T-Plan 1790-91, incorporating some earlier walling and medieval details (see E gable). The aisle was first built in 1743 for the Munros of Foulis. The corniced and lugged-architraved door to the gallery is thought to date from the mid 18th century.

Symmetrical N facade with 2 long round-headed keystoned windows; round-headed windows in E and W gables. Double forestair on S gable leading to centre 1st floor corniced doorway with moulded jambs, leading to Foulis aisle. Bellcote at West gable apex.

Earlier angle buttresses at E gable and vestiges of hoodmould of blocked Gothic window.

Harled rubble (much now missing), ashlar margins.

Rubble walled Burial Ground surrounds Church. Pair of square ashlar gate piers. Burial enclosures of Munros of Foulis from 1588; various tombs from 17th Century onwards.

Old Manse Steading
Category B Early 19th century. Probably the new stable and byre referred to in 1834. Converted sympathetically in 1981.

Old Manse Barn
Category B Late 18th/early 19th century.

Lemlair House
Category B Probably designed by WC Joass around 1875, gabled 2-storey and attic Victorian villa, coursed rubble with tooled ashlar dressings. Roughly L-Plan with square tower. Canted bay windows rise to small terminal balcony beneath headed attic windows.

Cast iron balustraded balcony supported on cast iron columns.

Walled garden: WC Joass 1877.

Mountgerald
Category B Built around 1800 on earlier site, called Clyne, a Mackenzie Estate linked with Findon. 2-storey and attic house over raised basement, 3 wide bays. Corniced door piece framing round-headed, keystoned doorway; flight of steps oversailing raised basement; flanked by full height 3-windowed bowed bays with piended roofs.

Interior: Original decorative plaster cornices, panelled doors and moulded door cases. Symmetrical 3-bay flank (some windows blind).

Newton of Novar Built around 1830 




Category B
Novar West Gates Late 18th Century
    



Category B
Wyvis Lodge, Stables, Game Larders


    

Category A

Built in 1886 for Walter Shoolbred

AC Feb 92, Rev. Jan 94
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SOME VALUATION ROLLS
1756 Valuation

Estate
Parish
Valuation
Owner 
Foulis
Kiltearn

1025
Sir Harry Munro (13th in E. Ross)

Novar
Alness
616
George Munro
Inchcoulter
Alness
380
George Mackenzie
 Kiltearn
341
Mountgerald
Kiltearn
383
Heirs Colin Mackenzie

Culcairn
Kiltearn
203
Heirs Capt G Munro
 Alness
92
Kiltearn
Kiltearn
132
Alex Munro
1802 Valuation

Foulis
Kiltearn
2140
Sir Hugh Munro (7th in E. Ross)

Culcairn
Alness
893
Kiltearn
203
Rosskeen
289
Novar
Alness
796
Sir Hector Munro
Inchcoulter
Alness
380
Anne Mackenzie,
Kiltearn
341
Grieve
Mountgerald
Kiltearn
383
Colin Mackenzie
Kiltearn Total
£3068

Rental

Foulis
Scots £64

Novar
Scots £59

Inchcoulter
Scots £36

1855 Valuation (real values)

	Novar
	Alness
	3248
	Hugh AJ Munro

	
	Kiltearn
	889
	

	
	
	(4th in E. Ross)
	

	Foulis
	Kiltearn
	3057
	Sir Ch. Munro

	
	
	(8th in E. Ross)
	

	Mountgerald
	Kiltearn
	603
	Col.S F Mackenzie

	Swordale
	Kiltearn
	561
	John Munro

	Balcony
	Kiltearn
	350
	Mrs Cath. Munro

	Weavis
	Kiltearn
	300
	Frederick Ward

	Knockrash
	Kiltearn
	16
	Murdo Cameron


1892:

Clair, Rhidorrach, Drumore, Swordalemoor
£241

Swordale Main, Bogreach
£200

Wester Swordale (Milton)
£132

Total
£573
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Culcairn Camden


Livera Hermitage


c)Swordale etc Teandallan


Knockrash (Cnoc Rais) Drumore


Swordale


Cnoc a' Mhargadaich Fannyfield





The Aalan Balconie/Balkenny


Inchcoulter





b)Evanton





Munro





Kiltearn





a)General Ferindonald





	Acres	Acres





JR Sutherland	2,25	D Munro) carter	3,12


John Urquhart	4,20	Lachlan Munro, carter	3,15


Hector Macpherson, carter	3,36	AA Munro, flesher	2,75


John MacDonald, flesher	4,40	H Munro, labourer	1,68


A MacDonald, dealer	3,95	A Campbell, labourer	1,68


J Ross, carter	5,09	J Mackenzie	1,68


A Munro, Camden St	5,09	A Ross, labourer	1,68


D Kemp, carter	3,00	R Macleod, slater	1,68


R Cameron, labourer	6,00	John Munro, platelayer	5,00





J Munro, labourer	2,75











Total	83,41
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