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Evanton Village
At the start of the nineteenth century Drummond was the only village in the parish. It was "situated on a level field contiguous to the river Skiack." Harry Robertson, the minister, remarked, "the village is yet in its infancy; but as the situation of it is centrical and agreeable, being on the post-road between Dingwall and Novar Inn, there is every reason to believe that it will increase in a few years."

"At present there is a public house, 2 shop-keepers, a dyer of woolen stuffs, who keeps a press and scouring-mill; a few other mechanics. Two fairs or markets are held here annually; the one early in June, the other the first week in December (the 'Goose Market'), where black cattle and other commodities are sold
 Adjoining to the village is the parish school, which is commonly attended by 60 to 80 children, and often by a much greater number." (1st Statistical Account)

In the 1790s Artificers and Mechanics in the parish included:

3 Blacksmiths; 8 Taylors; 14 Masons and Slaters; 9 Shoemakers; 8 Joiners & Coopers; 3 Millers; 4 Cart-wrights; 4 Shopkeepers ; 6 Weavers; 1 Dyer; 1 Bleacher and 36 Apprentices(1st Stat. Acc).

Evanton itself was laid out and built between around 1805 and 1810 beside the old Drummond ferm-toun. (The first references to Evanton in the Old Parish Records of Births appear in 1812). The land was part of Balconie/Inchcoulter estate, owned by Alexander Fraser and he named the village after his son, Evan Bailie, born in 1806.

It was a planned village, neatly laid out, with single-storey thatched cottages such as 'Bulawayo', Livera Street, built in 1815, thatched till 1875. Feus were set at £1. One of the first houses in Evanton, 11 Balconie Street, was built by the MacCallies, on ground held under lease or tack, dated 21 November 1812, entered into between Alexander Fraser Esq of Inchcoulter and John Munro, cartwright, Evanton.

Three of the streets, Camden, Livera and Hermitage, are reputedly named after West Indies plantations, where Alexander Fraser is supposed to have made his fortune through government supply contracts. In Barbados, with which there were many Ross-shire connections, the name Hermitage was and remains a fairly popular name for houses. The chief archivist in Barbados suggests that it may also have been a plantation name. The names 'Camden' and 'Livera' are not in use in Barbados.

Pigot's Directory of 1837 refers to Alexander Fraser, laird of Inchcoulter - "Evanton was part of that Estate". The New Statistical Account of the following year refers to E. Fraser of Inchcoulter, his son, Evan.

Rev. Munro described "the late Mr (Alexander) Fraser of Inchcoulter, (as) a gentleman of great taste, (who) expended large sums in the improvement of his property. (NSA)

(Frank MacLennan in the 'Ferindonald Papers' mentions a Town in USA called Evanstown, possibly named after the same Evan. This turns out not to be the case. Evanston Illinois was named after Dr John Evans in the late 1850s, having been previously called Ridgeville. Evanston, Wyoming, was named after James A Evans, civil engineer for the Union Pacific Railroad, in 1868.)

Prof. Watson Fives its Gaelic equivalent as Baile Eoghainn and Roderick Maclean in 1889 reported that older folk then referred to it as Am Baile Ur, (New Town.)

Tradition has it that soil used as ballast in boats from Holland, was transferred to the new village plots or feus. It is said that Evanton itself built on waste land.

In 1837 Evanton was described as "a rural village..., sheltered by a row of trees, which defend it from the sea breeze. The church is about a mile distant, and there is a handsome chapel in the village for a congregation of Seceders. About two miles to the westward is Foulis ferry, used for loading grain, timber and cattle...There are two fairs annually held in Evanton, on the second Tuesday of June and the second Tuesday of December, both new style." (Pigot's Directory)

The lands of Evanton, Assent and much of Swordale were sold by the Frasers of Inchcoulter to Hugh Munro of Novar in 1838 and 1839. Novar Estate has been the feudal superior of Evanton since that time. They reserve the right to all minerals, fossils and clay etc marl on private land and retain restrictions regarding building extensions and the sale of liquor, and stipulations concerning and tidiness and insurance.

3 Schools were noted in 1838:

Evanton Parochial School, John McLennon the master. Glenglass School (below [Jig), Duncan Black the teacher. 

An Unendowed school at Evantown

(2nd Stat. Acc) (See also 'Schooling in Kiltearn')

The Old Church at Kiltearn was rebuilt in 1791 to fit 700 at a cost of £700. The Manse was built in 1762 and enlarged in 1806 (See'Churches')

The Population of Kiltearn Parish in:

1791 = 1,616

1801  = 1,525
  decrease due to Enlistment in the 42nd under Sir Hector Munro
1821
   1,454  decrease due to Clearances

1831   1,605
1839   1,800
(Dr. Robertson - Statistical Register)
The Population of Evanton village 1839 was approx   500

1861 was
584
1871
526
1881
436
1891
493
(Ordnance Survey Gazeteer of Scotland - 1903)

No significant Manufacture was carried on in 1838. A Bleachfield was in operation at Culcairn. (NSA)

Early Inhabitants of Evanton included:

· A Baker, Alexander McKay

· A Blacksmith, William Urquhart, who died in 1831. His wife Catherine kept business going by employing smiths. Their son James took over,

· A Shoemaker, Alexander McLean.

· Ironmongers and Grocers, Allan and Mackenzie; Mary McLenon; John Sutherland; William Ross; Donald Ross

· A Tailor Alexander Munro

· Joiners George Aitcheson; Andrew Munro in Hermitage St; and John Munro, who built one of first houses at Balconie St. He became a cartwright, Frank Maclennan wrote in the 1970s that "the business continues today on the same site under a great-grandson" (FP), (Sadly this is no longer the case although the workshop has been left undisturbed and brightly painted) 

· A Tinplate worker, Roderick Mackenzie

· A Nurseryman David Ross

· Several weavers, Hugh Urquhart, Breabadair Bodhar (deaf weaver), at Balavallich (Assynt Farm)

· The 'Phoenix' Bar was run by Donald Munro

· Coopers included Munros at Park since at least 1787

· An early Postmaster was Donald Ross.

· There was also a linen-draper and many carters.

(Ferindonald Papers and Pigot's Directory 1837)

A Mail Coach ran daily north and south from 1819. Two carriers also operated between Invergordon and Dingwall twice weekly.

Evanton Wood was planted around 1834. William Munro, Clashnabuiac, relates that it had been common grazing land from which the people were squeezed by the Frasers, Inchcoulter/Balconie.

In November 1835 Evanton Nursery advertised for sale Forest and Fruit Trees: Ash, elm, alders, beech, oak, mountain ash, larch, Scots fir, northern spruce, lime, laburnum, thorn, 1 million Scotch firs plus apples, pears, plums, cherries, apricots, gooseberries, raspberries, currents and ornamental trees and shrubs, roses, herbaceous plants etc.

By 1838 there were 100 houses and 63 people were in receipt of parochial aid for the poor.

An impure dialect of Gaelic was generally spoken, wrote the minister in 1838, "but is rapidly losing ground." He also referred to the people as "very temperate" and "extremely hospitable".

Mills

In 1838 there were 9 Water-Driven Thrashing Mills in the parish.

The First Flour Mill was erected in 1821 by Mr. Sim of Drummond and driven by the water of the River Skiach.

There were also one Meal Mill, one Sawmill and 2 Barley Mills on the Skiach; and a Meal Mill, Barley Mill and Carding Mill on the

Aultgraad. (NSA)

Gentleman Farmers in 1838 included:

William Sim of Drummond; Hugh Munro of Assynt, grandson of Ian Mar of Knockancuirn; William Munro of Newton; John Dears. Munro at Lemlair (belonging to Mackenzies of Mountgerald ex Clyne); he bought it in 1859 as well as Swordale and Clare from Sir Charles Munro and leased Ardullie until 1863.

The Free Church and Manse were built at Drummond immediately after the Disruption of 1843.

In 1847 people 69 people were reduced to living on turnips and Evanton inhabitants would have taken part in the march on Foulis ferry to prevent the export of grain.

Novar Station was opened in 1863, when the Highland Railway Dingwall to Invergordon line was completed. The station was located outside the village because the owner of Balconie did not wish it on her land.

A Literary Association was formed by Rev. William Watson, soon after his arrival in 1875. In January 1878 John Maclennan, was the first local gentleman honoured with lecturing, choosing as his subject "The Improvement of the Mind." Watson himself lectured on astronomy and Yule and Baal worship.

The Evanton Sabbath School now held Annual Soirees, attracting up to 250 people in the Chapel. In 1882 the chapel was decorated with a Christmas tree provided by Captain Munro, Foulis. There was also a Musical Association of the Free Church, which put on programmes of sacred music.

In 1880 a Library was established by Mrs Turnbull, Assynt. By 1892, 250 books were out in the year (compare 2500 to adults in 1990).

A Mutual Improvement Association was formed in December 1880 for lay gentlemen. MacVicar, the schoolmaster, was president, John Maclennan vice-president and Colin Munro (jnr) secretary. In 1881 the Association entertained the ladies of Kiltearn to tea and a concert/soiree.

Concerts were occasionally held to benefit the poor. There was also a Total Abstinence Society in the village, possibly related to the Evanton Temperance Society, which held a Magic Lantern Entertainment in December 188:3.

The Railway Station burnt down in 1884 and was replaced with a stone structure.

A Cricket Club was formed at Novar in 1884 and 140 attended their Ball the following year. Athletic Games were also held at Culcairn.

In November 1885 Munro-Ferguson, Novar, MP, laid the foundation stone of the New Water and Sewage System. By 1886 this had brought "a plentiful supply of excellent water to every street and lane in the village". There were two or three cast iron pumps on each street.

In 1888 the Hope of Evanton Lodge of the Good Templars was in a flourishing state, presided by Chief Templar 'brother' John Maclennan.

In October 1889 the return of Munro-Ferguson with his newly wed wife, Lady Helen Blackwood, was the cause for celebrations in Evanton. A triumphal arch was erected in the village centre by a local committee (See Photo).

With the formation of the County Council in 1889 Special Kiltearn Sub Committees were formed for Scavenging and for Water and Drainage. A Scavenger and Water and Drainage Officer were employed. One long time scavenging officer was Willie John Urquhart, crofter.

Streets were lit by oil lamps. Duff, the registrar, looked after these for some years.

In 1894 a Public Reading Room with a Draughts Club was established by Munro-Ferguson, Assynt in Valentine Memorial Cottage, below 'the Coulags',

Amateur Concerts were held to raise funds for Village Lighting, which was initially by oil lamps,

The Hogg Memorial Hall was built around this time. In September 1894 Mrs. Munro-Ferguson, Novar, exhibited her drawings and paintings to raise funds for the heating apparatus of this hail.

The small agricultural 'lots' at Knockrash, established in 1894, were among the first in the country under the Smallholdings Act, There were 25 takers, with between 1 and 6 acres. (See 'Land Use')

In 1895 a Committee was set up to erect a Striking Clock for £50 and another one for Lighting the Village via Culcairn Mills (see 1907), Concerts were held frequently to raise funds for lighting the village. In 1895 there was a Police Constable based in Evanton and a Mathew Urquhart, carter, was fined 20 shillings for challenging him to a fight.

Glenskiach Distillery was founded as Glenskiach Distillery Company (by the Ross family) at the end of 1896, to remain in operation for only 30 years. (See 'Distilling')

Kiltearn Crofter's Club held its first annual show in Evanton in 1897. (See 'Land Use')

The foundation stone of the Diamond Jubilee Hall was laid by Miss Annie Jackson on the last day of 1897. It was opened in November the following year and Major Jackson provided a gramophone performance.

There was a spate of building in the 1890s. Many of the 2 storey, stone houses were built at this time (some by the Maclean brothers, ex Glen Glass, who emigrated to Canada). Few thatched houses remained by the end of the century. Some new houses had no sanitation and people used dry toilets.

350 Seaforth Highlanders were hosted in the Jubilee Hall in August 1899.

In December 1900 a 'Riot' took place outside the Jubilee Hall when a small number of people in favour of the Unification of the Free Church and United Presbyterian Church attempted to meet. (See 'Church')

From 1900 to 1904 the Water Committee repeatedly refused Christopher Campbell a pipe to his new house, Kimberley, on the grounds of cost benefit. The Mid Ross Committee encouraged them to come to a compromise. Novar contributed.

In 1901 building on Shoolbred of Wyvis' Stables commenced. The contractor, Kenneth Mackenzie, who had recently set up his blacksmith business, was fined for tapping into the main pipe.

A Public Convenience was put up in May 1902.

In 1903 Evanton presented: "a neat and regular appearance better than most other villages in the North; it has a Post Office with money order, savings' bank and telegraph departments, an inn and fairs on the first Tuesday of June and December." (Ordnance Survey Gazeteer of Scotland)

In 1905 the Parish Council took over the running of the Kiltearn Churchyard.

In 1907 a Special Lighting District for Evanton was formed, poles and wires erected and the line joined to Culcairn Mills run by William Walker. Evanton was thus one of the first villages in Ross-shire to get electric street lighting. Lights went out at 10 pm except when there were special occasions in the Jubilee Hall.

In 1912 the Motor Car Act speed restrictions were extended to Evanton.

During the War the village was actively involved in raising funds for the welfare of the troops. (See 'Military Connections')

Public Lighting was prohibited by the Military Authorities from winter 1914, probably till the end of the War.

The New Free Church Manse was built in 1914.

Kenneth Mackenzie, who had come from Scoraig in 1896, developed the smithy and established a garage, becoming the main local employer.

(See 'Mackenzies')

In 1920 Knockrash was considered as one of two possible sites for the Hospital for Infectious Diseases. Invergordon was chosen instead.

A Tennis Club was formed in the 20s and funds raised to build a court. Earlier there had been a sawmill on the site. Don MacMaster, postman from 1919 to 1959, and Janette Maclennan were founder members.

Don MacMaster, scoutmaster, in 1924 travelled with the scouts to the international jamboree at Wembley. He also ran Major Munro-Ferguson's Boy's Club. He was one of 4 walking postmen; Duncan 'Park' Mackenzie and Duncan Fraser were others. After a while they persuaded the authorities to allow them to use their own bicycles.

The public phone moved in the 1930s from the Post Office (17 Balconie Street) into a Red kiosk outside the building.

The RAF Camp was built in 1937 and 'Novar' Station changed to 'Evanton' Station to suit the airmen.

Novar Crescent was mainly built in 1938.

In 1939 the Electricity lines were reconstructed to allow for the increased wartime loads.

Janette Maclennan recollects:

"Well to me Evanton was a busy place. But I remember the first car that was in Evanton - it was Jim Watt, he had a garage there. We were never accustomed to hearing anything but horses and when we would hear the car we would run to the end of the house to see Jim Watt's yellow car - oh he was there for years and years."

What were the roads like then?

“Very good. This road (Balconie Street) it wouldn't have been much narrower than it is now, because the wall there up the brae - that was just a continuation and that was a field - all fields across the road were cultivated by Balconie Farm. We could see cars coming along the top of the Black Isle. The Circus used to come across here for water. I suppose some of the pipes that were in Evanton would be the ones that have been in since generations. There would be about 4 or 5 pumps - it's an awful pity they took away the last one not awfully long ago."

Were there many travelling people?

"The German Gypsies - everything passed through here. Wasn't it along at the Novar) Toil that they were turned? The first time I bought anything from any of those travelling ones, it's not so long ago - about 40 years ago. This man came to the door and told me all about it "Oh" I thought "those are very nice cups that you have, yes I'll take them". The payment for them was 6d a week - I'd never heard of that before. I said "Right".

The next day they arrived and my mother was up in Brora with Frank and I was so proud of the things when she came back. She said "Alright, very good, very nice" but we never discussed any of that or mentioned it again -the idea that you must not be in debt. She thought that that 6d a week was debt! So maybe that's why whenever an account comes here I pay it at once in case."

Ian MacDonald recollects the Depression. "If you weren't a farm worker there was no other work at all. My father, having come through and fought in the 1914-18 war (he'd volunteered as a seventeen year old - added a year to his age), like many others was thrown on the scrap heap during the depression years. This was a very hard time and we were brought up in that situation although we were never aware of any hardship - it is only now that I realize how many sacrifices were made by my father and mother - speaking to my mother now I can understand how difficult it must have been."

Ellen Cassie recollects:

"Everybody knew everybody else and if there was any help needed in any way at all it was a case of turning to your neighbour. It's quite different now. The neighbourliness doesn't seem to be there - no definitely not." 

Harry Cassie says:

"It was far happier when the place was small. You're a stranger when you go into the village. Ach no, it used to be a happy-go-lucky sort of place"
Isabella Rosie recollects the large black range with a two-handled pot that was never off, and the diet of tattle soup, broth, brose and porridge, also oatcakes/girdle scones. They grew their own vegetables and the farmers, for whom they worked, always told them to help themselves to turnips and tatties. They would often share these with neighbours.
Lela Fraser remembers: 
"You hardly saw a car, it was horses and carts were going about then. We had no money, a penny or a sixpence was great for us. We just had our school clothes and that was just about it."
"There was always enough food. We were never without food, always enough eggs and milk and porridge, soup. The Shoolbreds of Wyvis Estate - after they had had guests - the venison would all come down to the Church, the Hogg Memorial Hall. When we'd be coming home from school the Minister Campbell would be calling us to give a bit of venison to this old person and the next one.....and then they would have a hare or a rabbit drive and there'd be hampers of rabbits and you'd be going round to neighbours and that and they'd be saying "I only want one" - 2 rabbits was too much for an old person living alone. There was no refrigerators or deep-freezers.
Were there parties in the village?
Oh there were always dances. There was a tennis club and a rifle club. There was plenty of entertainment but I wasn't one for dancing - I don't think I was allowed really. The electricity was generated at the mill and the street lights went off at 10 O'Clock. When it was getting near time for the dance to stop the lights would flicker. They would leave the lights on sometimes till 1 O'Clock. Very few people had electricity when it was the mill that ran the generator. We had a big brass lamp and little lamps for going to bed and for the outhouses you had a lantern."
You've seen many changes
Everyone has a car now. And they're building on all the lots, the empty spaces are nearly all filled up. Everybody worked in their gardens. There were cows in the big shed and a couple of calves. We had to go up to Lower Park with them, that's where the croft was and another bit up Swordale Road not so far. After my uncle died that was the end of that but it would be no use now having a croft, it wouldn't pay. The shoemaker had a croft and the postman had a croft apart from their work. Big day when they were at the dipping and clipping of the sheep. They all ganged up and did it all together."
"I have no desire to go anywhere. I'm too happy at home."
Ian MacDonald remembers the change in people's attitudes after the war:

"They expected so much, they thought the world owed them a living after winning the war...In the pre-war days people were extremely disciplined, my mother would go shopping in Dingwall and never dream of locking her doors -there was a completely different outlook on life - the old style Highland Sunday for example, the Sabbath is no longer what it was when I was a boy.”

“We tend to think 'The Good Old Days' were the best but I don't think that is so. I think the life nowadays is much better - more money, more opportunities - I would like to be starting all over again right now. There are tremendous opportunities for the youth today if they will take them."

POST WAR

In 1944 the RAF left the camp to the Fleet Air Arm.

In 1947 the Air Base was temporarily closed during the energy crisis,

Fyrish Crescent was built in 1950.

The Football Pitch was made at Culcairn in the late 50s. The first club​house was the old Guard Room from the RAF camp.

The New Free Church was opened in 1952.

The Assynt Water Supply and Filter Station was completed in 1956.

Evanton Station closed to passengers in 1960, the sidings continuing in use for a further 4 years. Foulis Station had closed many years earlier.

Evanton Admiralty was bought back by Novar in the late 50s.

Mackenzie's Garage was run by liquidators in the early 60s and taken on by Bill Jack of James Ferries and Go. as 'Evanton Engineering'.

The County Council established Evanton Industrial Estate in 1961,

Swordale Mansion-house was demolished in 1963.

The New Kiltearn School was opened in 1964.

Balconie Castle/mansion-house was demolished in 1965.

Glenglass private housing estate commenced in 1965,

Teandallon and Teandallon Place were built for the Council in 1968.

A new Telephone Exchange was installed in the early 70s to take the place of the UAX 12, A small automatic analogue 'Strowger' it is due for replacement in 1994. At installation there were around 200 customers; in 1992 there are 700.

Ashhill private housing estate was started in 1973.

In 1975 Evanton Youth Club, the old Officer's Mess, was destroyed by fire.

The Balconie Sewage Treatment plant opened in 1976.

Motherwell Bridge bought Evanton Engineering in 1975.

In 1979 the headmaster was dismissed following local protest at his refusal to allow a Christmas tree and concert at the school.

Cromarty Bridge was opened in 1979.

Blackrock Camping & Caravan Site was established by Bill and Janet Donald in 1983. The site was awarded 'Best caravan park in Scotland' award in 1987.

The A9 Evanton Bypass was opened in 1984.

Highland Deephaven was built in mid 1984,

Motherwell Bridge was taken over by Evanton Garage in 1983,

The Fyrish Trust, a Charity, was set up in Balconie Street in 1983.

Balconie Estate was built by Dengar Properties in 1983-4,

In 1991 the School Board decided to limit religious assembly to the school chaplain.

In 1991 Kiltearn Community Council initiated an Oral History Project.

* * * * *

STREET by STREET

DRUMMOND ROAD

Church Cottage

Campbell, the minister who led his flock out of the Established Church into the newly formed Free Church, was living at Drummond Cottage (maybe the same) in 1844, while the manse was under construction,

Old Free Church

This was built in 1844 by common effort on land provided by the laird of Foulis. In 1953 the church moved to the centre of Evanton. The old church is now 2 houses, Dumgoyne and An Creagan.

Police Station

Was built on site of 2 old, white, farm cottages.

Old Glenskiach Distillery houses

Built at turn of century as office and houses for Glenskiach Distillery workers. (See Section on 'Distilling in Kiltearn')

Kiltearn School

New buildings replaced the old school and master's house in 1964. The new Primary School was opened by Mrs E.M.Gascoigne of Foulis Castle. (See Section on Schools)

Old Manse

Built in the years following the formation of the Free Church (1843). It is a Listed Building.

An upstairs window was blocked up for many years after the suicide of the minister in 1912. The schoolchildren say it is haunted. (See 'Church Notes') The Sports Centre was built in 1981.

War Memorial

Built circa 1930 on land owned by Sir Hector Munro, Foulis. George W Rogers, local merchant, was the moving spirit. The school children attend the opening ceremony.

Drummond Cottage

Previous house had its gable end to the road.

Drummond Arms

Drummond Arms Hotel was built around 1875 on the Foulis estate. Harry Munro, who died in 1896, was an early publican. Macintosh was the last publican, pre World War 1, when it was taken over by Cromarty Firth State Control. (A story is told of one landlord, Bisset. He questioned a young girl who had been sent by the midwife for a third minchickie (miniature) of whisky. When told it was for her jam, he exclaimed "Tha mi creid thu!" - I believe you). A Wing Commander Hill was there in WW2. It was bought as part of Drummond by Alan Moore in 1953.

Shed


Built by Sim Watt as a Garage with part of the £3000 he won on the Irish Sweepstake. He ran a Taxi and car hire and a coal business. He was earlier the groom, then chauffeur at Foulis and had one of first cars in Evanton, a Yellow Austin, and then a Studebaker. The garage closed during WW2.

Hill Terrace

Various MacDonalds were from last century to pre WW2. Gilles had a Sweet Shop in one house on 'the Hill.'

BALCONIE STREET

Winter's Transport (now Camden Square)
This is the site of 'Pretoria', which burnt down in the early i920. It was the house of John MacDonald, who had 6 sons, 4 of whom became livestock dealers and 2 emigrated.

The Shed was build by Mackenzie's for storage of his turnip-cutters etc. Arthur Winter moved his transport company here in 1983, taking over the premises from PCT Blackhawk (Oil Industry supplier).
(Vennel)

7 Mrs Fraser ("The Queen"/"Charabang") was here pre WW2 with a large family, She kept a cow at Glenskiach and a croft at Knockrash and would be up at t am. One son, Duncan Fraser, was a local Postie for many years. Currently: Mary Macleod, since 1950s,

7a 

Ali's Shop and House is said to have once been a work-house, but this is unlikely. Several paupers are, however, listed in Balconie Street at or near this address in the 1891 census,

8. Jubilee House

The wife of Don 'Doc' Mackenzie, a joiner, ran a grocery shop here. 'Doc', who was very deaf, kept a horse near Teandallon and built his own coffin 15 years before his death. Their daughter, Hannah, married Strachan, the Tain baker. The Cameron Sisters, also grocers, followed on. ( "The taller of the two was the more generous").

Maclean the Tailor then moved in from 12 Balconie St.

Currently: James & Maureen Marshall

8 - Paint Shop

David Birnie's Paint Shop since 1971; there were offices and a flat there before. It was part of Jubilee House.

9 - Butchers

The Shop was Mackenzie's Smiddy, Urquharts° before him. There were great steel rings for making wooden wheels. Kenneth Mackenzie lived here. It became the office for the garage and was sold by the liquidators. Bob Reid set up his butcher's business here in 1960, having worked previously for Ken MacDonald. George Ritchie, Dingwall butcher, bought it in 1991.

Glenskiach Hotel

This was 'Ivybank', a Draper's/Lady's Shop, run by Mr Munro and his daughters Bella 'Dovach'
Chrissie Munro, who was a milliner. They were a Milton of Katewell family. "Auntie Nellie"?

It passed via Torquil to Sandy Mutch ('Mutchy'), the rabbit trapper in the late 60s. It changed to restaurant, then bar, then hotel.

The Grahams took it on in 1989 from John Miller.

11

The land was leased in 1812 from Alexander Fraser of Inchcoulter by John Munro, cartwright (died 1868). His son John 'the Bailie' inherited the business and had a pony and cart and had a hand-operated sawmill. A daughter Christina married James Maclennan, who died in England. Their son, John, was brought up by the MacCallies in Evanton. He took on the joinery shoo and was a cartwright and the local undertaker. He married Georgina Munro, who became Glen Glass school teacher. 4 children: Frank (b 1897), John Munro (b 1900), Janette (b 1902), Ron (1905).

The shop and house were built in 1880. Ron, who had a wooden leg, continued the joinery business. There was a short-lived butcher's run by George/Geordie Munro, in Ronnie's time, when he was away.

(The above information is principally from Frank Maclennan's 'Story of a Highland Family' and from Janette Maclennan, who retired here after her teaching career - See Interview)
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Laurence the Grocer, who had been groom for the Jacksons of Swordale, was here in 1920's. He was followed by Maclean the Tailor, who went to Jubilee House. George 'Pop' Munro, Baker from Blackhills, moved here from the old bakery. He was followed by Duff the Baker then Alex Reid, from Avoch, who built a new bakery and ran the business from 1955-72. He employed Keith and Patience (now Alness bakery). Now empty. (See Interview)

Royal Bank of Scotland branch office closed 1991.

Spar Shop

Duncan MacDonald ('The Torrin') had a General Store here in the pre WW2. It included a billiard room. Torrin was a taxidermist, who came to Evanton as keeper on Balconie Estate with the Bankes. He was reputedly "a great man" and made beautiful ice cream. He married Bella Jane Rogers. A son, Ken 'the Torrin' had less success with the business.

Eddie Gordon was here 1962 - 4, followed by Davy Macrae. In 1981 Bill Donald took it on and, having expanded it, sold it in 1991 to Watson and Phillip.

16- Newsagents

John Sutherland, master baker, was here in 1891. George 'Pop' Munro ('Geordie the Baker') was here in the 1920s to 1940s. He was a keen horticulturalist and had a strip up at the 'Coulags'. Duff the Baker followed him. The old oven is still in the old bake-house.

Mrs Munro and her daughter Margaret Paterson moved the Post Office the premises from no.17 c 1941 and moved the Newsagents and iron-monger’s side after the war. In 1968 they sold the newsagents to Jim Hoseason, who was followed in turn by Vic and Ruby Cuthbert, and Angus and Elisabeth Craik, who sold in 1988 to the current owners Alan and Margaret Alcock.

Hairdressers

The Bank of Scotland had a branch here from the 1920s. Prior to that it was run from no. 11. Bannermans of Tain bought the property. Several hairdressing businesses have since been run from there, 'Scizzors' under Carol Bruce since 1989.
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'The Old Post Office'. Kenneth Hossack, merchant, was here in 1891. There followed Cunningham, who emigrated to USA; White; Kilpatrick, who owned one of first cars in village, W. G. Knox, whose son Marshall became chartered accountant. In 1932 Munros set up as General Merchants and the business continued under daughter, Margaret, and Ronald Paterson until 1970. It included the Post Office and dole until 1941, The building was bought by Bannermans of Tain. A radio shop was here in the 1970s. 'Fyrish Trust' was established here in 198:3 as a charitable organisation, involved in youth training, music and arts. Became Fyrish Community Enterprises and Fyrish Training Ltd., the latter being sold to staff in 1991.

Novar Arms Hotel

Established 1856. George and Margaret Munro were there in 1891 and up to WWI. They had a large family. It was run by Cromarty Firth State Control from World War 1 the early 50s and used to be packed out by forces personnel in WW2. It was bought by Mackay, Dingwall and the first manager under renewed private ownership was Mrs Sanderson from Caithness. John S. Omand, from Caithness, bought from James Paterson in 1990.
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Charlotte 'Chatty' Maclennan, whose father Jack Maclennan bought the place, is there today.

20aLibrary

Was a Sweet Shop, with groceries and paraffin, run by Miss Ellen Macleod, ("Ellachaid"?), who died after WW2. A Sunday teacher, she would sell sweets on Sunday but not take any money till the Monday. Youngsters used her Hogo pogo eyes (sweets) as billiards.

Munro House

The house was named after Major Munro-Ferguson of Assynt. John Urquhart, shoe-maker from Melvaig, West Coast ran his business here. He trained Finlay MacGregor from Shieldaig, who married his widow Alexanderina (née Junor) and took on his business. Finlay died in 1945 and business closed. Daughter Jessica Gordon is still at 'Melvaig'. The Red Cross Room used a room in Munro House between the Wars. Currently; JRR (Ian) MacDonald. (See Interview)
22-Athole Cottage

This is one of the earliest houses in Evanton that is still standing. It was built by Novar Estate house and had a Stance rent. The Novar Clerk of Works, McBain lived here, so too John Hood & Son, Coal merchant. Currently: John Macrae
23-Castle Needle

So named after an early tailor occupant.

There were 3 tenants at one time, including a Cameron. Don McMaster bought it for £60. (See Interview)

Currently: Muirden Munro (son of Hugh Munro the blacksmith)

24-Clyne

Doctor Donald Allan was here at the end of last century, in 1891 with his servant, Helen Mackenzie. It was said he received fresh corpses from the local body snatcher!

Currently: Rodney Trotter

The Cottage

George Ross, retired gamekeeper was here in 1881, with 4 children.

Grant Bros. Stores in 30s, 40s, 50s, until Hugh went to Canada and Colin to Delmore House. They ran 2 vans which did lot of business on West Coast. "Nothing was ever too much trouble for them - they went out in all weathers." Their sister, Grace Jenkins, came back to live here. The property was sold in 1990 to Scott Eaglesham.

Campsite

Was a favourite picnic spot by the weir. The Tennis Court was built in the 20's by the Club. A Sawmill was here for a while and Circuses were sometimes held there. Novar ran a small camping field.

Blackrock Camping & Caravan Site

Established by Bill and Janet Donald in 1983; they later bought the land from Novar. The site was awarded 'best caravan park in Scotland' Calor Gas award in 1987. In 1992 it accommodates 45 tourers, 10 tents and 6 static caravans, The tennis club had dissolved and the court deteriorated. It was repaired by the Donalds.

Balconie Street (South Side)
Church of Scotland

Was Thomas Hogg Memorial Hall (Minister at Kiltearn, died 1692), built in 1880s. Church consecrated in 1950 by Presbytery of Chanonry and Dingwall.
Dengar Properties

Built in 1983-4 on old Balconie Estate.
Garage

Built by Kenneth W Mackenzie, Engineering Works and Garage. He started in 1896 with £100 from Sir Hector Munro. Took over Smiddy from Urquhart. Assembled and sold Blackrock Bicycle, patented mobile turnip-cutter, sold tractors etc. He built engineering shop in 1940. It was the largest engineering concern in the Highlands. Liquidated under his sons in 1957. (See Section on Mackenzies)
James Ferries & Co took over and ran as Evanton Engineering, selling to Motherwell Bridge in 1975. Marti Dunn took over Garage in 1983; kiosk since 1984.

Car Showroom, Ian Aitken since 1987.

Kitchener's Kitchenware since 1981.

Hangar: CJE Products, run by Ronald Munro Ferguson, manufacturing engraved Plastic Ware since 1990.

Field

The field by the River Skiach, on the Balconie side, was provided by the estate for use as a playfield, for sports and for circuses etc.

CHAPEL ROAD

Cottage, now rear of Spar

Swaggie Sutherland had a Sweet Shop between the Wars. A son Ian was a chemist, daughter Eadie a clerkess at Glenskiach Distillery.

Free Church

Built in 1952 under Rev-John MacDonald to replace Church at Drummond.

Diamond Jubilee Hall

Foundation stone Dec. 31 1897. Victoria's Jubilee. Architect Maitland, Tain. Mason William Maclean (originally Glen Glass), who with 4 brothers emigrated to Canada. Carpenter, Mackenzie, Evanton; plumber Mackenzie & Son, Dingwall; painter, Mackenzie; slater, Maclean, Dingwall.

Large portrait of Major Jackson of Swordale, village benefactor who chaired the fund-raising committee. (See 'Gentry')

Rosslyn

Current owner: Lela Fraser, daughter of John Urquhart, stonemason; niece of

Alec "the Gillie" Ross. (See Interview)

Wee House

Corner of Assynt Street and Chapel. This was a curious half-house, in which the last occupants were Mrs Morrison and her daughter.

The Chapel

Built by United Secession Church in 1824. Capable of holding 400, 170 attended regularly in 1839. The congregation faded away. Miss Cath Munro of Balconie set up a school for girls/young ladies. The Schoolmaster lived above. Kiltearn school used the premises for some years at end of century during re-building. Bought by Free Church as a meeting-place; also used by other groups e.g. Good Templars, Girl's Club.

Calum MacKinnon, who lived there, died falling off the steeple in 1880. The Mackenzies ("Coursters") lived here. Murdo went to Canada, where a son became a professor; Johnny 'Tatt' died from silicosis working on the early Hydro Electric Tunnels.

The Frasers ("Balams") lived in other part. Son Donnie Fraser, "The Troichan" (wee mannie). Kate Strone lived there in 50s. The Council Library was here for a while until it moved to Camden Street (current site),

It became derelict and the Ross & Cromarty Heritage Society had plans early 1980s to convert to a museum. They bought it from the Free Church and raised £20,000, but meanwhile the contract price had gone up considerably. The District Council took it on, converted it as 2 houses and put up the Clock on the Tower.

Florida Place

Built by Hugh Campbell, who had been in USA. Was let out in rooms; 3 families to a house. Eppie, whose ghost is at Teandallon, lived here.

"The Chip Shop"

Alexander Ross established a grocery here in 1879 and was known as

'Sandack the Bantam'. His son Willie Ross was killed in WW1 and his son-in-​law George W Rogers, married to Christina, took on the business, which included coal. It closed in 1959 a few years before his death. Son Alistair is at 'Broomfield'.

Mrs Marshall's son had a craft and wood-turning shop here in early 80s. Cuthberts bought it and ran an ironmongery from here, while newsagents, They set up the chip shop in the 80s; sold in 1991 to Mr. Singh.

James Fraser, Knockancurin and his son Donny Cronken, ran a small butchers in the gable end extension in the 1920s and 30s.

Post Office

Simon Campbell had a butcher's in the present-day Post Office. He moved when Ross gave up the Post Office, which was in present-day Newsagents. Murdo Macrae set up current PO in early 50s. His wife Catherine Macrae continued and was joined by her daughter Mary Macleod.
SWORDALE ROAD

Teandallon

'Patagonia' Urquhart had the farm. He used to give out pennies to the kids. It was a Dairy Farm, which passed from Dingwalls to Henry, Mackay and then Moodie.

There are stories Eppie the ghost in Tighandallan House. Youngsters used to run past the gate because of the ghost. Dick 'Java' Munro once told his son to "let the old girl pass".

Alan Moore's sister , who went to Canada, sold to Murdoch, the sheriff, who sold it to Duncan Murray. Duncan Murray took down the steading, because it was being vandalised.

Part of land was bought by Council for the housing scheme, built in 1968. Weir put up 52 timber framed houses at Teandallon Place, which he sold to Scottish Homes in 1975. The remaining land is farmed by Drummond.

Bankview

Built by Munro the draper for his parents. Currently Marie Gartshore.

Kildonan

Built by Kenneth Mackenzie for his parents from Scoraig. Currently the Bowles family.

Inschoch House

Was Kargphur, named by ex Indian Railway owner. The single storey building in the garden is the only building marked on this side of the Swordale road on the 1875 map.

CAMDEN STREET (Some houses)

7 - Caberfeidh

Feu owned in 1887 by Alexander Munro, labourer, and Donald Munro, sawmiller. They probably put up the small house, since demolished, where current garage stands, in which Rev. Watson occasionally stayed when letting out the Manse. The feu to the south at that time belonged to Finlay Dingwall, shoemaker; to the north, to Robert Munro, carter.

Caberfeidh itself was built in 1898 by John MacDonald, successful cattle dealer, (Some costs: Carpenter £94. 11. 11; Plasterer £22; Plumber £8; Slater £8.8; Surrounding wall: £6.4.20, He died aged 40 and his son Todd was baptised on his coffin. He and other brothers and cousins were cattle dealers. Sisters were teachers. Todd, who used to slit sterk's throats in the garden for home consumption, died in 1986. He left his fortune of nearly £lmillion to various charities (See Characters).

Clarks bought in 1987.

11 - Crombah

Current owner: Margaret 'Bunty' MacDonald, ex Glenglass  (See Interview). Belonged to her maternal grandparents. Was 2 flats before. There was a family of 12 upstairs!

13 - Ceannloch

Site of last village croft belonging to John MacDonald's wife, whose father Willie John Urquhart was a crofter and official 'scavenger', with pony and cart. Kept up to 6 cows, 2 horses, hens, turkeys. An earlier house had burnt down. It was sold in 1968. House built by Lindsays; followed by Megsons.
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This was 'Alberta', built by Alexander Ross, who had been in USA and set up the grocery business round the corner.

Khargpur

Was a small agricultural lot. The name was transferred from current Inschoch House by the owner, who had worked on the Indian Railways.

39 - Cairnmhor

Marked as Valentine Memorial Cottage mentioned on 1905 Map.

Provided by Major Munro Ferguson of Assynt as a Library and Young Men's Club.. Don MacMaster, the postie/scoutmaster ran the club, to which there was a small admission charge. Librarian was Jeanie Duff. The place was sold in 1947 to Dr Ellen Ross Campbell, who extended it.

Currently Hugh Maclean, (See Interview), who bought it from Mackays in 1988.

Travelling people, Williamsons, the ‘Shamachans’, had a wooden, tarred shed where Glendale' is today. They had a stove and a stable. They travelled around with a round tent and repaired pots and so on. "Danny the Shamachan was a nice man - he used to help with the steam thrashing mill", remembers Mary Urquhart.

The Coulags

Built post WW2, George 'Pop' Munro had a lovely garden and fruit shed here,

STATION ROAD

The Stables and Redcroft

Coach house for Walter Schoolbred of Wyvis and Kildermorie. In 1901 Kenneth Mackenzie, as the contractor, was charged £1 for tapping into the mains water supply. The building was not completed until c 1905. The coachman used to live here (one was MacGregor). He was followed by the chauffeur (one was Wenman). There were at least 2 coaches, an open and a covered one. In World War 2 Seaforth Highlanders were billetted here.

Shoolbreds sold Wyvis to Captain and Lady Abbey; the Stables were sold off earlier from the estate. A Dr. Ross lived here (maybe renting from Robertsons, The Grove) and was followed by the Lows, he a retired lecturer at St. Andrews University, to which his widow left the building. Tom Maclver, Further Education Officer for the county, bought it in 1959, he received MBE for services to the community and politics (Liberal Party) c 1988. He converted 2 stable boys rooms into a flat and changed name back from 'Redcroft' to' The Stables'. He sold in 1986 to Macleod, who divided it up for sale sold in 1991/2.

Kinnaird

Mrs Ross, a banker's daughter married to a builder, was here. Currently: Eaglesham.

Cracroft

This was built by McGillivray, keeper at Eileanach, who died aged around 100. His daughter, a Sunday School teacher, lived there till the 1960s.

Kilkerran

Built for RAF personnel in the 1930s. Currently: Roy and Hilda Applegate.

Hollybank

Built at turn of the century for £1000. Object of a family feud between MacDonalds. Munro Macken's daughter, Cash, was here, then her widowed sister, whose daughters Curty, a doctor, married Andrew Ross and Vida married Tuach and emigrated to Jamaica.

Firthview

Built by Seex, an exciseman.

The Grove

Dave 'The Grove' MacDonald, a noted athlete who jumped the Black Rock Gorge for a wager, was here.
The Station

Station opened in 1863 and was burnt down and replaced some years later. Station master lived in the station house. The station and large shed were demolished after the station's closure to freight c 1964.

Kildare

Was on Mill land. Built by Ken Munro, master builder, whose father's mother was Irish with a Curragh of Kildare connection . He also built the Evanton Free Church Manse and son Stanley's house next door. As a young man he played for Ross County. He died in 1991. Isabel Munro, his widow was District Nurse during the war. (See Interview).

Greenacres

Built by the Marshalls, market gardeners.

Mill bank

Probably the oldest inhabited house in Evanton, said to be eighteenth century. This was the Mill house. The bleaching green was below and a comfortable house was built in the 1780s for the manager, William Tait. This may be it. Millbank became the Dower House for Wyvis. Campbells, Drumore, were here before building Morven, next door. They were followed by Rosses and Forsyths, the current owners.

Culcairn Mill

See Mills

INDUSTRIAL ESTATES

Novar bought the land and buildings from the Admiralty in late 50s.

The County Council set up Evanton Industrial Estate in 1971. The earliest occupants included Scottish, English and Welsh Wool Growers; Mackay and Macleod (in a Nissen hut); NVRH, roller hire, who left for Aberdeen; Unit Inspection, (Non Destructive Testing); SGB Scaffolding.

The old RAF site was zoned for Oil related development but the market took a downturn and Nigg and Ardesier were steps ahead.

Highland Deephaven bought land and developed the pier in early 80s; opened 1984. They are part of the Highland group, a US company, Texas based.

The Pipe Welding plant at Deephaven was established by Santa Fe. They sold to Stenna Offshore, local HQ in Aberdeen, a Danish company that runs ferry services. They own the pipe-laying vessel 'Apache', which travels the North Sea, S. North Sea, Dutch, Danish and Norwegian sectors, as well as Brazil, Canada and Australia. Stenna weld single pipes to kilometre lengths, from 2" diameter to 16".

The cedar-wood huts were bought by Gordonstoun School and have since housed a number of pupils from the parish.

EVANTON ORAL HISTORY PROJECT

DISTILLING in KILTEARN

In the 1790s, within the area of the village of Evanton today, on the farm of Upper Balcony stood a licensed distillery for 'aquavitae' or whisky, which then paid £30 tax and consumed about 180 bolls of barley yearly. This distillery had disappeared by 1830 at the latest,

Reverend Harry Robertson, writing in the 1790s, deplores the "great Quantity of spirits, beside the whole produce of this distillery" which is consumed within the parish. Besides the licensed ale-houses at Drummond and Wester Foulis, he speaks of a number of "blind whisky houses" in "obscure corners "that are "much frequented by tipplers and dram-drinkers, who sometimes sit up whole nights at their debauch." He deplores the unscrupulous character of the "keepers of these corrupting haunts," "It is a great pity", he says, "that the gentlemen of the district who are justices of the peace, and are remarkably temperate themselves, have not made greater exertions to suppress this growing evil."

Few people today would know of the whereabouts of the old illicit stills in Glen Glass area but stories and about hidden whisky continue. Frank Maclennan refers to a still being destroyed by the gaugers behind Glenglass in the 1870s. Lela Fraser's father, Alick, nearly fell into an old whisky-making cave, still with equipment, in the Loch Morie area.

A story of the 'Black Bothy of Wyvis' features the 'the little people' of Whitewells, Donald Fraser, his friend Wyvis John, a ptarmigan and Auld Nick.

John Dearg Munro, the tenant, then owner of Lemlair, Swordale and Clare in the mid 19th Century, had a sideline in Whisky Smuggling. Swordale was evidently the centre of his operation. Frank Maclennan recounts the highly amusing story of the visit of the gaugers and the covering of the kegs with a 'dead' body, also of the times John Dearg slipped his consignment into Inverness by a hearse or disguised as a poor man of the hills.

GLENSKIACH DISTILLERY

Glenskiach Distillery Company Ltd. (company no.50146) was registered on 10th September 1896. The agreement was between William Stevens, London Wine Merchant and John McGilchrist Ross, Katewell, "to acquire and take over certain lands in the Parish of Kiltearn...to erect a Distillery." The other subscribers included John and RS Barrow, wine merchants at 26 Old Bond Street, London; William Paterson, Gowanfield, Dingwall, a corn merchant, and Robert McIntyre, Newton, Evanton.

It was established with a nominal capital of £18,000 divided into 3,600 shares at £5. The Registered office was at Glenskiach. By 1898 all shares had been taken up, very much the majority share-holder being John Barrow with 2040 shares, around 500 of which he subsequently sold on. Ross Henry, Glasgow, owned 300 shares, Robert Barrow 200, John Munro, Lemlair 100, James Fletcher, Rosehaugh 100,

The original smaller shareholders included a gentleman at Kiltearn Manse, James Allan; a distiller from Polio, James Ross; a brewer from Ferintosh Distillery, William Cameron; a coal master from Fife, Charles Rattray; a newspaper reporter from Glasgow, Hugh Younnie; a retired excise collector from Paisley, William Sellar; a solicitor's wife from Dingwall, Margaret Macrae; a whisky merchant from Aberdeen, James Catto; also Robert Barr, bonded store-keeper; Robert Stansfield Barrow; James MacDonald, Edinburgh, John Mackay, commercial traveller, Walter Reid, chartered accountant, Aberdeen, Donald Scott, stockbroker, London, John Younnie, Glasgow, James Boyne, Glasgow, John Collier, civil servant, Alex Skinner, merchant, Inverness plus William Stevens and Robert Macintyre. John Ross, himself, was not a shareholder initially, eventually he had 170 shares.

The original Directors were John Barrow, William Sellar, William Stevens and William Paterson. John Ross was company secretary and the manager.

In October 1896 contracts were awarded as follows: Mason work
Tuach
Co, Muir of Ord
Carpenter
Wm MacDonald, Dingwall
Slater
James Gray & Son, Inverness
Plaster and Cement
Scott & Sellar, Aberdeen
Plumber
Tolmie and Mackenzie, Dingwall
Painter/Glazier
HA Ross, Dingwall
Houses
Wm Maclennan, Dingwall
It is said that stone was brought from a Quarry at Craig na Caillich. The contractor says Frank Maclennan, was Big John Cameron, who employed an Evanton man, Donald Ross. (FP)

In 1903 the Old Bond Street wine merchants become Corney and Barrow. French wine growers, Pol Roger, bought 100 shares that same year. In 1906 the annual report was proposed by Robert Barrow, chairman of the board, and seconded by Provost Macrae. Mr Stevens was re-elected a director. No dividend was declared.

The earliest available accounts of 1908 show a bank overdraft of £6698, and the previous year's profit of £794 turned into a £275 loss. Lands and buildings were then valued at £15,466, stocks of whisky at £8,496, debtors at £2060. A £5000 loan was taken in 1909 and a profit recorded of £342. 1910 saw the last recorded loss of £307, The second decade saw profits ranging between £89 and £2525, the highest profit recorded in 1920 of £4720. Dividends were now declared annually, over £100 unclaimed between 1920 and 1922. A 10 per cent dividend was declared in 1923. John Barrow died in 1919 and was replaced as director by Herbert Ross, Glasgow.

Profits in the twenties were £3057 in 1921; £2121 in 1922; £2339 in 1923; £2949 in 1924; and £1852 in 1925.

In May 1926 a Special Resolution was passed to wind up the company voluntarily. The final winding up meeting was in November 1932. It is said locally that one reason was that the distillery was not big enough. Possibly the returns on capital invested, were too low and bleak days may have been predicted with the Depression looming. There is no suggestion in the annual returns as to why it was wound up.

John Ross was manager to the last. He lived in Milton of Katewell house. His father, Andrew, was also a distiller at Balblair, marrying Emma, the daughter of Finlay Munro of Lealty. Emma's brother, James, had the distillery at Polio.

A Liquidation document signed by John Ross refers to the Company as the owner of Katewell, which comprised 16 acres and 551 parts, a Corn Mill, Lade and Tail Race, a Dynamo and an Electric cable to the Distillery, running under the field.

The exciseman, Mr Jeffreys, lived in the main house at Glenskiach. Jessie Finlayson (née Ross) recollects playing with Frances Jeffreys inside the Distillery. She also remembers the "wee man", Mr Skinner, who worked at the Distillery (see photo). He lived on Chapel Road (above today's chippie).

The house with the clock outside (now Granville's) was the Distillery Office. It was bought by Mr. Fraser, manager at Foulis. The cottages were for the brewer and other personnel. Donald Ross bought the cottages.

Mary Urquhart (née Munro), Teachatt, recollects helping her father, the brewer, to clean the pipes and steel plates.

"The distillery had around 20 employees. Grain came up from boats at Drummond. The distillery started up after midnight on Sunday, and was busiest on Monday and Tuesday. There was a warehouse and a cooper. Villagers would come to collect used barley for their hens."

Duncan Fraser recollects the boats landing near Drummond with barley, coals and peats for distillery.

"They grinded the stuff with yeast and fermented it. Now they don't do that, they get the malt. You see all the farmers from around used to grow a field of barley for the Distillery. You just sent it down and we got the draught for the cows - 2 cars down every week for draft for the cattle. And it was a good distillery, I don't know why they knocked it down. It was a better built distillery than either Teaninich or Dalmore. It was a slack time that."

"The wash, we used to drink. We never got onto the whisky. There would be about 6 or 8 of us going home from school. My father used to get the whisky from there in demi-johns. I don't know did he buy it or get it for nothing. You could get Glen Skiach whisky to buy."

"Whisky ran like water in those days", remembers Mary Urquhart.

Alex Campbell, ex Braegowan, recalls:

"The burnt ale used to get into the Skiach raw. The fish is only coming back now - all them years. I think they go right up now because there's nothing to stop them. There was a big sluice where the water came off the Skiach into the meal-mill at Katewell. I think they blew that. It was a well-built distillery. The warehouse was about an acre."

"When the Distillery was operating... the Skiach would be flowing with a white foam (they called it a wash) - the ducks used to get quite frisky with it. Donald McKenzie used to cart the barrels to Mover Station two or three times a day. All the houses at Glenskiach belonged to the distillery but were ultimately sold to the occupants."

"There were two meal mills, one at Culcairn and the one at Katewell. The one at Katewell was owned by Mr John Ross, who stayed in Katewell House. He also ran the distillery. He had one son (Jacky)."

The distillery was demolished in 1933. Some of the stones went to make the New Bridge over the River Averon on the Struie road. They were moved by Willie Logan - it was one of his first big jobs. The steeple had been taken down earlier by an Irish steeplejack, and the whole village turned out to witness the event.

"There was a fellow in Evanton, Willie Ross, 'Swift' they called him - he was chauffeur to Major Munro-Ferguson for years - he was a great photographer and I remember he got the snap of stack coming down. I remember it coming down in two parts." (Duncan Fraser)

Some of scrap went to Alan Moore, Drummond, including the current farm​house verandah.

There have been no reported finds of any interest but Janet Parkin (brewer's cottage) says that the kitchen smelt strongly of whisky in the 1970s!
KENNETH MCKENZIE'S, EVANTON 
and some related businesses

Kenneth McKenzie, Evanton's most renowned entrepreneur, was from Scoraig and became apprentice to the Evanton blacksmith, Urquhart. The Urquharts had long been at the Evanton smithy. After the death of William Urquhart in 1831, his widow Catherine employed smiths to keep the business going. In 1841 there were 3 blacksmiths in the Evanton vicinity and 2 further within the parish boundary.

Young James Urquhart gradually learnt the trade and took over his father's business. Angus and John Urquhart were also in trade as blacksmiths at Evanton and Novar respectively in 1860. (In 1911 a William Ross was blacksmith at Novar. A Ross was also at Foulis smithy, which operated till the 2nd World War. Jess Finlayson remembers the big push-bellows and recollects the blacksmith singeing sheep's heads for 6d.)

Jamie the Smith on Balconie Street, who died in 1880, was noted for his outspokenness and Frank Maclennan relates an amusing story in the 'Ferindonald Papers'
His eldest son, William, became Evanton postmaster and Inspector of the Poor, and second son Roderick, took on the trade. Frank Maclennan relates that he emigrated to South Africa, having sold the business at the end of the century.

It would be Roderick then, from whom Kenneth McKenzie took over. McKenzie reputedly borrowed £100 off Sir Hector Munro, Foulis, to start up in business in 1897, and paying Urquhart off gradually. One informant states that he was first at Foulis Smithy, another that he had learnt his trade at Contin Smithy.

He lived in the 'Smithy House° on Balconie Street, where the Urquharts had been before. McKenzie set up another forge on the premises, and then a third, ran a mobile smithy and steadily expanded the business. He built an engineering shop at the back of the smithy and installed a 12 HP Amanco engine, which ran all the machinery. Within 30 years he had over 40 staff in the diverse parts of the business.

McKenzie soon developed and patented a special portable Turnip-Cutter. Several firms made the various parts: The cast iron, hopper, was made by Brentons, Cornwall, the gears at Grahamstown, Falkirk; blades by WA Tysack, Staffordshire, Gouge Disks by Spaffords, Sheffield. It was built onto a wooden frame. The turnip-cutter received a medal at the 1914 Ladybank Agricultural Show in Fife (in the possession of McKenzie’s son-in-law, Don MacMaster, ex Evanton postie).

Hugh Munro, was the first blacksmith journeyman and himself won various prizes for his skilled work. As a schoolboy, lain MacDonald walked by the smithy daily. "We got the smell of burning hooves when they were fitting the shoes - that wonderful smell; we used to go in and watch Hugh Munro shoeing the horses."

Hugh's three sons followed him into the business, George succeeding him as blacksmith, William Hugh joining the garage and Muirden becoming a salesman.

[image: image1.png]
George ('Geordie Blue') Munro recollects that his father made all the steel work, the frame, making it portable so it could be taken out to the fields. The wooden frame was made by local carpenters, Alec and Henry MacDonald (Evanton), It was powered by a Manco engine - water-cooled, then air-cooled. Later on they went on to electric engines.

The Blackrock Bicycle was also an important part of the business,

"The bicycles came in from different firms and they came in parts. We had to build them up, the spokes and the wheels and the frames, the complete bike." (George Munro), The bike had a modern, lightweight Cobra frame.

McKenzie bought a lot of boring machines and turning lathes from Invergordon after the First World War, It was then that he began to expand, "Before it was a country smithy. There was a lot of horses in the wood and that kind of work." (George Munro)

The Garage side started in the 20s with a car hire business and repairs. McKenzie bought Alec and Henry MacDonald's joinery shop and moved it from 10 Camden Street across the road. (Bankes of Balconie sold McKenzie the land on condition that he did not build a Free Church there, Bankes being a Catholic. The New Free Church was later built on land owned by McKenzie, who was a prominent Church elder).

In 1925 McKenzie was able to advertise, in addition to the above: Tractors for ploughing and hauling; oil and petrol engines; barn machinery; agricultural implements as well as the car and motorbike side, the smith work and engineering.

It was not until the mid 1950s that the engineering side moved from the Smithy side to the engineering shed built by Logan's, the civil engineers.

Willie McKenzie, one of the sons, was mainly involved on the agricultural side, Hector mainly in the garage side. His office stood where Kitchener's are today.

William Hugh remembers Kenneth McKenzie as " A very straight man, oh yes, a religious kind of man, an elder in the Free Church. He worked for 6 days and rested on the seventh day and he was ready for Monday morning. He worked from 6 O'Clock in the morning till 2 O'Clock next morning. There was nothing spared."

His own father was of the same mould. "Oh aye, same type - nothing but work. It was hard work anyway."

The working day at the smithy in 1915 was 7 to 5, at the garage 8 to 6.

George Munro recollects:

"We got an hour for dinner but no tea-breaks - he didn't believe in anything like that. Of course there were no unions in that day, You were lucky that you had a job at aid. There werenae much work going, except agriculture and the like of that - there were plenty on the farms,

What was your first wage?

10 bob a week, £2 a month. The old man, the blacksmith, his wage was £3 a week, £12 a month. He was a chargehand. That wasn't much for that day - up to the thirties. "

Was Kenneth McKenzie known no to pay good wages?

No he didn't pay - he should have given a rise to the men - he wasn't doing that.

Were there ever representations made to him?

I don't know - everybody had to fight for themselves. He didn't believe in unions or anything like that. He wouldn't have a union man in the place -No, no, no. If anybody came in and said "We are in the Union" that was it finished - out the door, oh aye.

Was anybody ever sacked for industrial organisation?

No. They were free to go if they wanted. There was plenty of others to take their place.....There were no unions in the North of Scotland at that time. I think the first union to come was the Ploughman's Union. They were very poor off too.

No it was interesting work man - that was your life.”

The Depression had limited impact on what was principally an agricultural business. The business prospered in World War Two, with government contracts. Bill Jack recalls that McKenzie’s had all the important Agricultural Agencies including International and their track machines were required in the building of airfields. lain MacDonald recalls: "He sold cars, he sold tractors, he sold ploughs - big business, the biggest agricultural engineer.... all the farmers would come with plough parts and the rest of it to be repaired."

Maybe they then tried to expand too quickly. They bought places in Wick and Inverness and Conon. William made the turnip-cutter in Inverness.

Kenneth McKenzie died in March 1954, his wife Jessie née Broadfoot having died in December 1951. Kenneth McKenzie is remembered as a man of very high principles. "He was a good man, good for the village - he employed a lot of men." (JRM). He built the house Kildonan, where his parents from Scoraig came to live.

His two sons, William and Hector, took over. The turnip-cutter continued as the main industry up to the end. They also made a lime-blower, some of which were sold to Wales and Ireland and Caithness. It is said that there was inadequate control of the business. McKenzie’s were not a Limited Company.

Charlie Macleod recalls that there were 35 staff when Kenneth McKenzie

died. " He was still making the bikes and the turnip-cutters. He had about 4 blacksmiths and turners and welders, tractor mechanics and motor mechanics. I started there in the garage on the bikes. The bikes used to come in crates, just the frame, and the wheels there were just the rims and you had to build the wheels and everything, put the axle in, the spokes and true it up..„ It was his design although he didn't make them there.

It was just a big, strong, working bike. Where Kitchener's have their kitchens used to be the show–room. It was full of bikes. And they used to hire bikes then - during the war the RAF and the Navy used to hire them. Sometimes you had to go out looking for the bikes - military people sometimes just couldn't care coming home late on Saturday night they just threw the bike over the wall.

I had a wee bit tie interest in mechanicking. I got taken on in the workshop then. I got 10 bob a week in my first job; in the garage it went up to 30 bob a week. Once I had a licence I had the job of running McKenzie around. When he got older he wasn't allowed to drive so I took him around.

He knew every person around from John 0' Groats to Inverness. He was born in the West and I think he knew everybody in the West - Dundonnell way. He would take a day off every so often and take a day visiting people in that area - Dundonnell. He was pally with a tailor that lived in the village, John Maclean, and they both used to take the day off and I was their chauffeur. It was an Austin 16, 1936. You were taken in with them to every house they went to - for your meal or whatever."

Allan Michael recalls that, when in 1953 he came back from Caithness, McKenzie’s were the biggest employers in the north of Scotland at that time. His friend Hector offered him a job. "He said that he had a lot of things that he'd like me to do. You see he had two or three millwrights there too, there were woodworkers, metalworkers and I work wood or metal it's all the same to me."

The company was liquidated in c 1958-1960 and run by the liquidators William Galbraith & Sons for several years. James Ferries and Co., the principal creditor and distributor for Triumph cars, of which McKenzie’s were an agent, put in an acceptable offer to the liquidator. Bill Jack came to manage the business as 'Evanton Engineering Co. Ltd.'

He recollects that as the business had been run down and it was difficult to get back old staff. There were 2 joiners, a millwright and a blacksmith remaining.

They built up the engineering side, erected an RAF Novar hangar (18 gauge iron), put in the new petrol pumps. They also developed the car side and were agents for Triumph and Citroen. They were also agents for David Brown tractors, Albion, Lister, Alfa Laval, Bamfords and Bentall. They sold grain dryers, combine harvesters and milking equipment. They did farm buildings and maintenance work on Dalmore Distillery, and some early work on Nigg. Meanwhile they also continued the turnip-cutter and improved the design.

Bill Jack considers that 'Evanton Engineering' faded because of the rationalisation of the car franchise; the rundown of the agricultural scene and the difficulty of meeting oil related wage bills whilst earning a revenue from agricultural repairs.

They sold locally to Motherwell Bridge in October 1975 and Evanton Engineering relocated in one of the oldest Ferries buildings on Ferries Road, now known as 'Farm & Household Stores.'

Bill Jack relates that he "enjoyed his time in Evanton very much and retains some old customers.” Martin Dunn, who bought the garage from Motherwell Bridge in 1983, was an apprentice of Evanton Engineering.

Adrian Clark 

March 1992

*  *  *  *

EVANTON ORAL HISTORY PROJECT
TRANSPORT
Early means of land transport was by foot and horse.

In 1770 a chaise was booked from Inverness to Ardullie to return the same day.

In 1777 the Aultgraad was bridged and "well finished", a credit to Mr Kyle, the architect. Prior to the river being bridged, the crossing was by ford further down-river. Roads at this time were maintained largely through statute labour.

In 1791 a new road was built by the laird of Foulis a quarter mile south of the one by the Castle.

By 1791 there were 10 Oxen Wains and 30 Box Carts on the farms.

At this time passenger boats left from the Firth fortnightly to Leith and London. In the 1850s the cost of a trip by steamer to London was £5.

In the 1790s boats of up to 100 tons were able to unload at the harbours of Ardullie, Foulis and Balconie.

The Parliamentary Road

"The majority of Ross-shire main roads were made into good public roads after 1813..Thomas Telford superintended the work of constructing the roads and the building of harbours." (William Munro)

The Dingwall to Easter Fearn Road of 24% miles was seen of great importance in forming part of the communication to the Northern counties. There were delays due to a difference of opinion respecting the precise line to be adopted. The new completion date was summer 1815. The 6th Report of Highland Roads and Bridges stated that the contractor's "mode of operation was rather irregular at first but they seem to have become more sensible of their error. The contract price is £10,400."

The Final Report of the same in 1821 stated: "The Fearn road from Dingwall was pronounced to be one of the most perfect lines in the Highlands. It is carried over a ridge of high ground in a very scientific manner and presents a difficulty of another kind at the Alness bridge, than which no better station can be found for viewing an example of the expedients successfully adopted in Highland Road making. Expense of repairing this road during the last 3 years amounted to £.302 averaging at £.43 per mile pa.

From 1819 a Mail Coach ran daily north and south. There were also private operators.

A Toll Gate Act came into effect in 1823. In 1848 the Novar Bar Toll was valued at £259 compared with £125 at Kessock, £363 at Conon Bridge (the highest in the District). In 1859 the Novar Bar Toll decreased in value to £200 p. a.

Tradition has it that soil used as ballast in boats from Holland was then transferred to Evanton's gardens.

The Ferry at Foulis Ferry dates from many centuries.

The 2nd Statistical Account (1838) reports that the ferry "is not much frequented and is incommodious at low water from the shallowness of the shore." At the same period advertisements for the sale of timber at Foulis speak of the good anchorage in the Firth nearby.

The Highland Railway branch linking Dingwall and Invergordon was opened in 1863, The Inverness and Ross-shire Railway wished to build their station at Evanton itself but the proprietor of Balconie (Catherine Munro) would not permit use of her property. "Culling her motto from Horace," Odi profanum vulgus, et arced' ("I hate the unitiated crowd, and keep them at a distance"), she refused to sell any ground, feeling that the property was desecrated enough by the railway crossing it. The laird of Novar was, fortunately, of a different mind and the station was planted on Novar estate; entailing a much longer walk from Evanton." (Maclennan, Ferindonald Papers)

The Railway Station burnt down in 1884 and a new one was built in wood and stone.

The name Novar Station was changed to Evanton Station so as not to confuse RAF personnel arriving at the RAF Evanton Camp after 1937.

Frances Munro describes the railway station in 1941 when she reported for duty there

"Well there was quite a few buildings, an office and a waiting room, ladies and gents toilet and a big building where they stored stuff that came off the trains, foodstuffs for the shops and any machinery for what is now a garage in the village. Then there was a big crane about the middle of the siding there which they lifted heavy goods out of the railway vans, so that the lorry man could take it down in his lorry and then there was the weigh​bridge down at the siding. Then there was a house Just down the end of the siding which the station masters lived in,"

How many staff where there altogether?
"When I arrived there was a station master, a booking clerk, two young porters and three signal-men, and one of the signal-men he would be here for about two years and then he was put away somewhere else, and my husband (Hugh) and I were left here together and did 12 hours duty both of us, from ten until ten, ten in the morning until ten at night. We did ten hours duty, turn-about, week-about,"

How many trains did you have during the day and night?

"Oh, we had a lot of trains during that time. There was always plenty work to do - there were sidings the full length of the railway and there were always vans and they had to be cleaned out or emptied or maybe loading. We bales of hay to different places and at that time they loaded wagons with wood from the woods round about. Lorries came in with wood and we had to give them a hand. And load potatoes from the farm to send them away. I used to swing a bag of potatoes quite easily but I'm afraid I couldn't do it now:"

A signalman would not normally be doing the loading today but you were expected to then?

"No, but the two young porters where there to do the work but we used to give them a hand."

How many passenger trains did you have during the day?

"There would be - about ten to a dozen - passenger trains, and they stopped here in Evanton to let the passengers off. They don't stop here now, I think it's four go north and four go south. "

It was much busier then?

"Oh, yes that was very busy, the R. A. F. and Naval camp was down there, and there were always R.A. F. and Naval boys and girls going to the village so the village was quite busy too. And then these people went to Inverness a lot of course - I've seen the platforms from one end to the other black with people, especially on a Saturday going to Inverness. They came home Saturday evening and there was one train it was called the local train From Inverness to Tain - it came in here about ten o'clock at night and then the next one came in Just after eleven, quarter past eleven, but the trains don't exist now, they don't run now."

What was your pay, do you remember?

"About ten pounds a week I had to start with."

Evanton Station closed to passengers in 1960. The sidings continued in use until 1964/5.

Foulis Station was mainly a loading place for sheep, cattle, wool, potatoes and rabbits. There was a station-master and a porter, plus a surface-man to the end of the 30s (brother of Camerons at Glen of Foulis). The Station​master, 'Foggy Hole', in the early century bathed in the Firth every day of the year. Foulis Station closed in the 50s.

Elisabeth Plummer (née MacDonald) did wartime service as a signal-woman at Foulis Station

"I got 2 weeks training - when you think of all the years that men get! -and all my cousins said they weren't going on the train in case I would de​rail it. Todd (her cousin) wouldn't."

Were you on your own?

"Yes, the station-master was down below - he never came near me. I had a box with a stove....all my friends used to come and visit me. We used to make tea - it was great fun. Mrs Gascoigne lived in Ardullie Lodge. I made Jam with her and she used to come up and have a cup of tea - it was their station you see. It was all automatic - you could put it off, fix it so that the trains would go through the night. That was one of the first in the Highlands."

How often would trains stop at Foulis?

"3 or 4 times, well a lot of freight trains stopped...I used to go up the engine for the shunting. They did quite a lot of work with the cattle. Of course a lot of the prisoner-of-war trains used to pass and I would stop them. And this sergeant says to me "Don't smile at any of those prisoners of-war!"- as if I'd bother smiling - There were Italians and Germans working the fields around me. The Italians would be singing all day but the Germans would be looking at me with daggers."

"It was quite good fun. I left because the men were coming back."

* * * * *
Seaforth Buses started up in the 1920s.

There were no buses on the top road Evanton to Dingwall. From Blackhills the children would walk to Ardullie Lodge via Campbells and MacNabs.

The first resident car in Evanton was driven by Jim Watt, who was the groom, then chauffeur at Foulis, and opened a small garage in the village. Janette Maclennan recollects: "We were never accustomed to hearing anything but horses and when we would hear the car we would run to the end of the house to see the yellow car."

Speed restrictions were introduced to Evanton in 1913.

Kenneth Mackenzie expanded into the garage business in the 1920s and became a dealer for Triumph cars.

Cromarty Bridge was built in 1979 and the A9 Evanton By-Pass completed in 1984.

Winter's of Evanton began country-wide goods transport in the 1980s.
Adrian Clark 
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SOME MILLS

In 1840 there were 9 thrashing mills in Kiltearn, of which 5 were water-driven. On The River Skiach there was a meal mill, two barley mills and three saw mills on the River Skiach. The first flour mill in the parish, according to Rev. Thomas Munro, was erected by Mr. Sim of Drummond on the Skiach in 1821, The Alltgraad also had meal, flour, barley and carding mills. (NSA)

Katewell Meal Mill

A William Munro, Katewell miller, died in April 1786 and was buried at Kilt earn.

The Mill provided electricity to the Glenskiach Distillery, which was built in 1896.

In 1910 the Ross-shire Journal reported a 'Peculiar Action' in the Court Session against Sir Hector Munro concerning 'Mill Services in Knaveships and Bannocks'. The pursuers claimed that Foulis was bound to pay the proprietors of the mills of Catwell and Drummond certain sums in victuals and money in lieu of the mill services, in knaveships and bannocks and other duties and casualties belonging to the millers together with £2 3s 4d in lieu of wood for maintenance and construction of mill wheels and £1 lls 9;6d in lieu of carriage.,.. the keeping of the mill lade and drawing of millstones
 in terms of the deed of 1850. They sought £44 is 546d. In 1909 Foulis had repudiated liability for any further payments. Lord Skerrington sustained the defender's plea, who maintained that he did not represent his grandfather, Sir Charles Munro.

The mill went on fire in the early 1900s, when Brodie, the last miller, was in place.

Culcairn Mill

In 1762 Bishop Robert Forbes wrote that Colonel Duncan, who had Culcairn and Newton, "produced the best of wheat and had erected a flour-miln for dressing it."

In 1751 John Munro of Culcairn established a Bleachfield (on the site of the Mill), which then was the only one in the county. Colonel Duncan Munro (3rd of Culcairn) built the new manager William Tait in 1779 a comfortable house (maybe 'Millbank'). In 1786 Tait was awarded £50 to erect a drying house. 2242 pieces were dyed in 1790 but the bleachfield declined after Tait's death. There was a windmill here at the time.

Rev, Munro indicates that a Carding Mill existed in 1838 on the Alit Graad. This would probably have been for preparing woolen fibres for spinning.

Sellars ran an iron foundry in the vicinity.

Culcairn Meal Mill is of relatively recent design, pre 1900, almost unique in design, stone-built with brick floors. The kiln had metal floor and plates, the roof steel baton and nails and there was also a top kiln. There was some wooden machinery.

Evanton became one of the first Ross-shire villages to have Electric street lighting when an agreement was reached in 1907 with 1,11.- Walker, the tenant miller regarding a turbine.

Alec Campbell, Drumore, purchased it in 1930 from Novar. He always had two employees. Donald Macleod, father to Maggie Macrae, had worked with the Previous miller and stayed on. George 'Dod' MacDonald worked there before a disagreement.' Sonny Dick' was there for a couple of years, so too Johnny Wood, brother of Mary Wood, who was at Mackenzie's Garage.

A Polish POW/displaced person, Walkozk, was there for some years and used to make vodka out of the tattie peelings.

The miller received £1 a week in 19:30, as compared with a farm worker's 15 shillings. Maclennan, Assynt, and Alan Moore, Drummond, complained that Campbell was raising the wages too high.

Free Meal was distributed to a number of houses after WW2, possibly as part of a government scheme.

Water ran between the 2 houses on the north side of the main building. It dropped about 20 feet, There was a sluice and controls above the bridge and 2 gates just below the Free Church manse and one at the top of the pony field. The gratings had to be kept clear of leaves. The weir has since disappeared.

When the bridge was being renovated and there was cement in the river salmon ran into the turbine pool, Nancy Campbell recollects” We got them out

by the cornsack-full! The village bobby used to get some! Rev. John MacDonald would ask for "one of the sacraments".

Meal was sent all over the Highlands by train until the mill ceased in 1950. Some equipment was taken to another mill and much was lifted, including the wheel. Ogilvie bought the mill in 1963 to turn it into a lorry garage but did not receive planning permission. Alpin MacDonald developed it as a dwelling.

AC
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SOME INHABITANTS 1860

(From Slaters Directory of Scotland 1860)

Post Office Baker

Blacksmiths

Boot and Shoe makers

Cooper

Grocers and Drapers

Grocer & Sundries Sundries

Tailors

Vintners

Wheelwrights Joiners/Wrights

Miller, Assynt Miller, Evanton

Parish Manse

Parish Schoolmaster

Free Church Schoolmaster

Balcony House

Fowlis

Woodlands, Lemlair Foulis Mains

Ardullie

Drummond Farm Mountgerald


Hugh Munro

Robert Sutherland Angus Urquhart

John Urquhart (Novar) Finlay Dingwall Alexander Mackenzie John Mackenzie George Paterson William Ross

William Urquhart John Mackenzie Alexander Munro Donald Ross

Hugh Munro

John Sutherland William Urquhart John Mackenzie John Mackenzie jnr Alexander Munro Harry Munro

Robert Mackenzie Andrew Munro

John Munro

William Ross

William McGillivray George Seller

Rev. Maclean

George Mackintosh John Ross

Miss Cath Munro Charles Munro jnr John Munro

John Munro

William Munro Alexander Allan McKenzie

Heads of Household on Camden Street 1881

Donald Munro

Sam Munro

Wm Ross

Mary Urquhart James Munro

Annie Mackenzie Ronald Dingwall John Stewart Lauchlin Munro Alexander Munro John Hood

Jeanie Munro

Mary Cameron Catherine Munro Donald Urquhart Alexander Ross Wm McDonald

Wm Urquhart Barbara Humphrey Margaret Munro Alexander Kemp Catherine Urquhart Robert McKenzie Robert Munro

Harry Munro Alexander Munro Finlay Dingwall Catherine Kemp Betty Ross


Tailor Mason

Master shoemaker

Field worker

Agric. Labourer

Retired domestic servant Plasterer

Agric. Lab.

Carter Tailor

Flour Miller

Pauper Pauper Pauper Cooper

Master shoemaker

Railway labourer

Cooper House-keeper

Retired Inn keeper

Ag. Lab.

Domestic servant

Jobbing carpenter

Ag. Lab.

Jobbing shoemaker Journeyman sawyer Jobbing shoemaker

Pauper

Field worker

	1891 CENSUS
	
	
	
	
	

	Inhabitants of Balconie Street
	
	
	
	
	

	Schedule no (Not House nos.)
	
	Age
	
	Occupation
	Additional

	1
	Mary McDonald
	69
	
	Widow. Pauper/Cleaner
	

	2
	John McDonald
	38
	
	Cattle dealer
	

	
	Helen = wife
	
	
	
	

	
	Catherine and Johan
	
	
	
	

	3
	Catherine Munro
	68
	
	
	

	4
	Alex Sellar
	65
	
	Meal miller (rtd)
	

	
	Jessie = wife
	
	
	
	

	5
	Ann Munro
	83
	
	Dressmaker
	

	
	Mary Munro
	60
	
	
	

	6
	John Cameron
	35
	
	Jobbing Quarryman
	

	
	Dinina Grant
	24
	
	Niece
	

	7
	John McDonald
	62
	
	Butcher/Gen,Merchant
	

	
	Catherine = wife
	
	
	
	

	
	Ann
	
	
	Shop Assistant
	

	
	David
	34
	
	Cattle dealer
	

	
	George
	16
	
	Cattle dealer
	

	8
	Annie Munro
	49
	
	Housekeeper
	

	
	Johanna = sister
	38
	
	Letter courier
	

	9
	Dolina graham
	
	
	Pauper
	

	
	Peter = brother
	32
	
	Labourer (sawmill)
	

	
	John
	13
	
	
	

	
	Hughina
	11
	
	
	

	10
	Katie Mackenzie
	80
	
	Pauper
	

	11
	Catherine Munro
	41
	
	Pauper
	

	12
	Catherine McLennan
	70
	
	Pauper
	

	13
	Donald Mackenzie
	47
	
	Jobbing carpenter
	

	
	Hannah = wife
	44
	
	
	

	
	Hannah
	11
	
	
	

	14
	John McLennan
	33
	
	Coachman
	d 1940

	
	Barbara = wife
	23
	
	
	parted company

	
	Christina
	1
	
	
	emig to NZ

	
	Donald
	(2 mths)
	
	
	emig to Aus

	15
	Donald McLeod
	57
	
	Agric.Labourer
	

	
	Jessie = wife
	
	
	Jobbing Dressmaker
	

	
	Annie & Rosey
	
	
	
	

	16
	Harry Munro
	75
	
	Jobbing bootmaker
	

	17
	Barbara Urquhart
	53
	
	Housekeeper
	

	
	William = son
	32
	
	Postmaster Evanton,Insp.Poor
	

	
	Roderick
	28
	
	Blacksmith (jobbing)
	

	
	Malcolm
	22
	
	Clerk, PO
	

	
	Margaret
	20
	
	
	

	
	Thomas
	19
	
	Clerk, Novar
	

	
	Catherine
	13
	
	
	

	18
	Hugh Munro
	72
	
	Gen. Merchant (rtd)
	

	
	Margaret = sister
	78
	
	private means
	

	
	Ann Thomson = niece
	
	
	
	

	19
	Jane Murdoch
	81
	
	
	

	20
	John Munro
	76
	
	Jobbing cartwright
	'The Baillie'

	
	Ann = sister
	70
	
	
	

	
	John Maclennan = nephew
	46
	
	Jobbing cartwright
	


NB John Munro's (20) daughter Christina = James MacLennan; their son John = Georgina Munro; their children: Frank (Ferindonald Papers etc) also John, Jannette (interviewed), Ron.
21
Robert Munro
58
Tailor and clothier
Johanna = wife
53

Margaret
20

Robina
20

Catherine Ann
14

Donald Alick
12

22
Grace Munro
50
Grocer
Katie
18
Student teacher
Berta
13

Dolly
11

23
Elizabeth Abell
16
Dressmaker apprentice
Donald McDonald
76
Gen, Labourer (rtd)
24
Ann McFarquhar
40
Gen Labourer's widow
John
18

David
12

Justin
6

John= bro-in-law
50
Jobbing shoemaker

25
Jessie Munro
57
Jobbing dressmaker
Alexander
25
Butler
Helen
Cook, unemployed

Georgina
Ass, teacher

26
Ann Ross
50

Elizabeth Ross
13

Christina
10

William
7

Ann Munro = mother
72
Pauper

27
Christina Campbell
72
Pauper

28
Kenneth McNair
57
Miller's Labourer

Elizabeth = wife
55

Martha
20
Agric. lab.

Hugh
17

Thomas
11

Annie
25

William J = grandson
3

Elizabeth = granddaughter

29
John Sutherland
45
Master Baker

Elizabeth
35

Lila
a

Ian
4

Beatrice

Ellen
14
Servant

30
Ann Sutherland
51
Jobbing Milliner

31
Angus Hossack
77
Gen. Lab.

Christina = wife
73

Kenneth
41
Gen. Merchant

32 Novar Arms Inn

George Munro
48
Inn Keeper

Margaret = wife
40
George -15, Archie-14, Mary-12, Willie-11, Helen-9, James-6

William
54
Retired crofter
Margaret Montgomery
19
Servant
33
James Duff
39
Grocer
Jane = wife
37
Jane-8, Bessie – 5, James – 3, Donald -1

34
Donald Ross
30
Railway pointsman
Lizzie = wife
21

Maggie
2

Lizzie
(8 months)

35
Hugh Sutherland
26
Lodger, Journeyman baker
36
George Munro
58
Journeyman baker
Elizabeth = wife
58

Robert
24
Jobbing blacksmith
Arthur
22
Apprentice blacksmith
Ellen
18
Domestic servant
37
Jessie Kemp
31
Carter's wife
Tomina
7

Andrew
2

38
John McPherson
31
Woodcutter

Margaret = wife
31

Sophina
5

39
Elizabeth Matheson
59
Rural post woman

40
Elizabeth McLeod
64
Mason's wife

Elizabeth Helen
27
Jobbing Dressmaker

Bella = granddaughter
8

41
Alexander McDonald
46
Railway pointsman

Bella = wife
55

Lexie
13

42
Samuel Grant
Lodger, Railway clerk

43
Alex Fraser
42
J. Mason

Ann = wife
34

Hugh-10, Catherine-7, Andrew-5, Lachlan-4, Margaret-2

44
William Ross
38
Farm servant
45
Donald Allan
56
Doctor of Medicine
Helen Mackenzie
22
Servant
46
The Cottage

George Ross
68
Head gamekeeper (rtd) Margaret-21, Bessie-19, George-16, Jane-10

The Chapel

Hector Mackenzie



59
General Labourer

Christina

Jeannie, Marion, Annie, Alexander 

David Mackenzie



65
Cattleman

Justin = wife

Georgina




19

David





18
General Labourer


Donald





16
General Labourer

William-13, Justin, Anfred-8

Some Other Inhabitants 1891
House

Balconie Lodge 

Balconie Castle Balconie Mains Culcairn House Culcairn Farm-house Culcairn Farm Houses

Novar Station House Newton House Grieve House Newton

Dalgheal Gamekeeper's house Bogpiper

Boghole

Free Church Manse

Katewell House Ardullie

Ardullie Lodge Foulis Station Foulis ferry Kiltearn

Strongarve

Auchleach Teandallon Knockrash Lower Park Upper Park Swordale House

Cottage


Name

Margaret Davidson Donald Mackay 

Robert Sutherland John Ross

George Elder 

Thomas Fraser Alexander Ross Roderick Maclean George Graham WJ Matheson John Ross

Donald McLean John Mackenzie John Ross

James Rattray James Hay

Duncan McRae Alex Gillies 

James Crombie Murdoch Macqueen Annie McLean 

James Gair

Alex. Paterson Marg. Violet Munro John Gordon 

Wm Mackenzie Alex McLennan Donald McLennan Ann = wife

John Fraser

Hugh Munro

John MacDonald Neil McIntosh Alex. Ross

Randle Jackson Emily = wife 

Annie Constance Henry Macallum

Jessie Russell Christina Muir Isabella Goudie Isabella Ross Hectorina McKenzie Mary Robertson Margaret Nicholson Alexander Cameron 
Peter Burns


Age Occupation  Gatekeeper

Gardener

Grieve

Corn merchant

Farmer

Farm servant

Farm servant Ploughman

Farm servant

Farmer Grieve Ploughman

Ploughman

Ploughman

Cattleman

Factor Gamekeeper

Sawmill contractor Carter

42

Servant Miller

29 Farmer Proprietor's wife

Crofter/farm manager Fisherman

68  Crofter/farmer

66

60   Farmer

43 Farmer 57 Farmer 56 Farmer 29 Farmer

51 Landlord, farmer

37

1

Organising Secretary-Political, (Visiting) Cook

Nursery maid

Lady's maid

Housemaid

Laundrymaid Kitchenmaid

Under housemaid Footman

Butler

SOME INHABITANTS 1911 (from Slater's Directory)

Landowners: Mrs Bankes, Balconie; Mrs Jackson, Swordale; Rt Hon. Ronald Crauford, Novar House; John Meiklejohn, Novar; Col. Sir Hector Munro; Rupert Schoolbred

Rev. William Watson

Rev. Macqueen

John Ross Blacksmith (Novar) Glenskiach Distillery Miller, Culcairn

Butcher

Carpenter Tailor

Cartwright

Boot repairers

Grocer/PO

Village Library Novar Arms Hotel Draper

Shops

Commercial Bank of Scotland

Farms

Balconie Culnaskeath

Teandallon Achleach Knockancurin

Fowlis, bailiff

Lemlair Lower Park Culcairn Pelaig

Ballachladdich

Drummond Newton

Katewell

Glen of Foulis

Mount rich Drumore Ardullie Teanord

Parish Manse Parish Manse

Free Church Katewell

William Ross John Ross

Laurence Gray Donald Mackenzie Donald Mackenzie George Gardiner John Maclennan 

Hugh McRonald Donald Urquhart John Urquhart Alexander Wright James Duff

George Munro Michael Munro Alexander Ross

John Ross Sutherland

George Bankes John Campbell Alexander Dingwall

Wm and James Fraser

James Fraser 

David Fraser 

Aaron Wylie Hill

Neil Mackintosh Donald Maclennan

John Maclennan 

John and Wm Munro

Donald Moore AR Munro

Donald Munro 

John Munro 

James Peterkin

Jessie and Alexander Ross James Scott

James Souter

EVANTON ORAL HISTORY PROJECT
SOME CHARACTERS

Alec ‘the Groom’

Coachman to the Jacksons of Swordale.

Donald (Campbell?)

A shepherd at Achleach, who never had a shave ever - in a windy day he'd be poking it in his vest to stop it blowing over his shoulder. He was 90 when he died.

Donald Munro/ ‘Danny Croncan/Knockan/Kronkan’ 1824 - 1911.

The famous bonesetter of Knockancurin, who treated over 10,000 cases and failed in only about a dozen. (See Ferindonald papers pp 25 - 26, 59 - 62 and Story of a Highland Family pp 60-62). A portrait done of him in 1895 is owned by Frank and Janette Maclennan, as is one of his older brother, John, from whom he inherited the tenancy of Knockancurin and who too was a bone-setter.

Donny ‘Croncan’ Fraser

Knockancurin Farm. Delivered milk from Knockancurin by donkey and cart. Those cycling to school would prod the donkey up its rear to make it run. Four brothers emigrated to Australia; only Duncan returned.

‘Old Dalach’

1 Camden Street. She had a lovely old peartree; 12 pears for a penny.

Danach ‘The World’/Dan ‘the Davoch’

Maclennan. Died 1930s. So-called because he made out that he had been around. A bone-setter, he had quite a high opinion of himself but was reputedly a nice chap.

His house on Hermitage St was the last thatched one in village. When it fell apart and he moved into some wooden huts of reasonable quality. Jessica Gordon remembers him cooking in the ruined cottage by 'Melvaig', Hermitage St. Danach's Well opposite.

‘Doc’

Joiner next door to Kenneth Mackenzie

Made his own coffin 15 years before he died.

Jess the Ferry and father ‘The Wheeler’

At Foulis Ferry; both noted characters. She married in her 70's. (See Foulis Estate)

Danny ‘The Gaffer'

Brother of John Campbell, Culnaskeath. He had Strongarve Croft c.23 acres; 3 cows and a horse. Only 5 foot tall.  He was packman for the estate shoots which brought in heaps of roe deer and a lot of birds. He and dog Rover would return to the place of the shoots and fill 7 or 8 bags. He made beautiful handles for all the tools from young alder trees. Lived with his sister Baikie.

Black Hugh - the Bodysnatcher

Reputedly raided the graves and took fresh corpses to doctor Allan in Clyne at the turn of the (19th/20th) century.

Martin 'Mort' Johnson

Father was keeper at Balconie Castle and the fiddler in a Dance Band run by his mother. He was the local reporter and always carried a note-book.

Don MacDonald, Yellow Wells. Cousin of Thomas, Culnaskeath.

Joined army in NW from Mountrich. Became a Sergeant with the Seaforths. Was often the 'best dressed soldier', often confined to barracks for drunkenness. Awarded DCM.

HP bought Yellow wells (35 acres) in 1955/6 from Capt. Munro. Paid £500 in cash. Raised Angus cattle. He was a great game-keeper; he could steal up on you unobserved. There used to be a tremendous problem with the deer; there was no deer fence. He would hide among the Highland cattle. Game-keeper for Foulis Estate. He took 2 cartloads a week to Foulis Station for HJ Jones of Manchester. Many weeks in 2WW he made £80-£100 a week; 150-200 rabbits in one catch. Made his own lead bullets for stag hunting. Joined Forestry.

2 illegitimate children. Very generous with the rounds.. He once broke his leg on ice and crawled from the Smiddy (Rosie’s) to Culnaskeath, He chopped off his own plaster after 6 weeks. Didn't see a doctor again for 40 years. Tony Campbell took him his messages weekly. There was no toilet in the house. He fell on ice and his shoulder was black after a few days; Tony had great difficulty persuading him to come to the hospital.

David "The Grove" MacDonald

The Grove, Evanton. 1857 - 1947.

A noted athlete, he jumped the Blackrock Gorge (19'3") for a sovereign wager. Grand nephew lain MacDonald has a press cutting.

Don Mackenzie "The Courstcher"

Large family in Chapel. He had a big black pipe and there were globs of spittle on his fire grate. One son Sonny Tad was killed working on a HE scheme tunnel. Other son Murdo Noll, DCM, went to US; his son became a professor.

Dick "Java" Munro.

Father to George, 'Sonny Dick'. Fought in both wars. Latterly stayed in a wooden cabin below Lower Park Farm, which went on fire. He died soon after (1978). He is remembered as an incorrigible rogue, who was kind to bairns, although it is also said that he recuperated the coins he had given to bairns after their parents had passed! Many other stories are told of him. He once (or more!) pulled out a dead sheep in front of passing tourists and demanded the damage in cash. He reputedly convinced a group of visiting American Naval officers that he was the proprietor of Novar Estate and charged them for shooting on his grounds.

MacGregor the Shoemaker

Had a barrel of salted herring. If you bought boots you received some herring free, Jessica (Gordon) his daughter is at 'Melvaig'.

Maclean the Baker In the Bank

Kenneth Mackenzie

From Scoraig, he set up Mackenzies Smithy & Garage. He died in 1954 or thereabout. He a staunch Free Church Elder, a man of very high principles, who put a lot into the Free Church, possibly one of the main contributors to the building of the new Church. His funeral was very well attended. He is remembered as strict employer, but a good man, good for the village, employing a lot of people.

(See section on Mackenzies, Booklet 2).

Murdo Macrae

Foulis groom, Blair Castle, Farm worker Teachatt, grave-digger, Very fit, very comic.

John Todd MacDonald (d. 1986)

Caberfeidh, 7 Camden Street, Christened on his father's coffin (John Todd MacDonald d 1901; married Helen Munro who died in 1940: 6 children, 2 died in infancy: Catherine (d 1953), Ellen (d 1956), Joan (d. 1984), John Todd. ) Todd, like his cousins, was a successful cattle dealer, Very tight with his money.

He left nearly his fortune of nearly a million pounds to various charities. Yet Sonny Dick tells how when he put in the gate, Todd told his sister Melly to charge him for his cup of tea. Jamie Angus tells how when Todd paid him for his work he threw the money at his feet, and how he always demanded a sweetie from him.

Duncan MacGregor

Shepherd at Culbin, who was found dead in 192:3 by the burn. He had been speaking to Donald Mackenzie, shepherd at Glare. Memorial to him above the burn in Clach Liath. (See Photo)

Ronnie Maclennan the Joiner

11 Balconie Street. Joiner and undertaker, with one leg, who used to trundle bodies up the street in the cart. His old green workshop is kept unchanged and freshly painted by his sister Janette, the tools unmoved. Frank Maclennan, his elder brother, wrote the 'Ferindonald Papers' etc. and lives in Golspie, having worked many years at Brora Mills.

Peter W McCallum

The 'Chancellor of the Exchequer',

See Lemlair

Tarant Macleod, the Stonemason.

Was in Toronto working on the sky-scrapers and the story goes that he fell off the top of one and was just held by a 6 inch nail. He was very tall. He wouldn't buy tobacco from his sister, instead he used to get it from Jubilee House. He lived with sister "Eilachaid", Miss Ellen Macleod, who sold sweeties (e.g. 'Hogo Pogo Eyes') and paraffin etc. A Sunday School teacher, she would sell on Sundays but not take the money until the Monday.

Sandack "the Bantam", Alexander Ross

Set up the grocers at what became Rogers' (now Chip Shop). A schoolboy, Angie, went in to ask 'Sandack' for half a dozen bantams’ eggs. Sandack told him to wait a minute and came back to throw a broom at him; it narrowly missed.

George Rogers, his son-in-law and was the moving spirit behind the Kiltearn War Memorial. (His brother-in-law, William Ross, was killed in WW1). 

Donny ‘Troikle’

‘Santa’

Shepherd at Drumore.

Hugh Skinner, the Watchmaker

Lived alone above Rogers' Grocery Shop ('The Chip Shop', 4 Chapel Road)

Travelling People

Sandy and Susie Williamson stayed in a cabin at Gravel Hole; travelled with a tent and mended pans.

Danny the Shamachann A pleasant man.

Maggie "Spottie

Had a Shetland pony, read peoples' tea leaves and collected skins and rags.
Ministers 

Rev Murdo Macqueen , Free Church Minister 1884 - 1912(d). Moderator of the Free Church 1904. Evanton Church Riots 1900. (cf Ferindonald papers pp 34- 36). Disapproved of dances and the school stopped their's when he joined the Board. Janette Maclennan's parents left church because of his disapproval of her singing in public. Janette herself found him friendly -he kept sweets in his top pocket.

It is said that he died after emasculating himself, having got a young girl pregnant. (The doctor's certificate states, however, that he cut his throat). Buried in Kiltearn graveyard, by a tall red pillar.

Rev. Archibald Campbell

Minister of Kiltearn Parish Church for 39 years. Died 1964, Much loved. Had a glass eye. The "Wheeler" asked him if he saw as well out of that one as the other. The church font is dedicated to him.

The Gentry 

See booklet 4
Adrian Clark March 1992
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MID ROSS COMMITTEE

The County Council was formed immediately following the Local Government Act of 1889. The Mid Ross Committee, which included Kiltearn, sat from 13th June 1890.

14 on the committee.

Chairman: Sir Hector Munro, County Councillor (Proposed by Major Jackson) Kiltearn representative: Major Jackson

Alness rep: Mr Hay, Novar

	13.6.90

Set salary of:
	Medical Officer for Kiltearn at Sanitary Inspector for Kiltearn at Water Supply Supervisor

Water Supply Maintenance

Water Supply Taxes officer
	£5 pa £5 pa £3 pa

£7 lOs pa

£8 10s pa


23.10.97

Kiltearn Sub Committee

Unsatisfactory condition of main water pipes in E and W Camden Street. They are of lead, of insufficient strength and liable to frequent bursts. Accept offer of Messrs. R. Mackenzie, Dingwall to put in brass valves and a coated iron pipe.

Scavenging Sub Committee

Jackson, R. Munro, R. Macintyre, D. Munro, Meiklejohn

1899

Water and Drainage Sub Committee Shortage of water at Teandallon

1900

Water and Drainage Sub Committee

Refuse request by C.Campbell, Valentine Cottage, to connect his new house at Nursery field with a water pipe, due to the high cost.

1901

Water and Drainage Sub Committee

Agree on water supply to Mr Schoolbred's New Stables in Evanton.

Hear that Kenneth Mackenzie had opened the public road and tapped water from the mains at Culcairn for building Mr Shoolbred's Stables. Call on him to explain why he should not be prosecuted and accept his explanation but charge him fl.

Christopher Campbell resigns as Water and Drainage Inspector. The committee agrees to combine the post with that of Scavenger. No responses are received to the advertisement and the committee offer the combined post to retired merchant, James Duff, at £13 pa.

C. Campbell again requests water to his house and is again refused.

Duff declines the duties of Scavenger.

Serious leak in old lead pipe, Balconie Street.

John Urquhart Bain appointed Scavenger.

Protection of fountainhead.

1902

C Campbell applies for exemption under the water rates but this is declined on the basis that he makes use of the water.

Duff appointed as Water and Drainage Inspector at £5 pa.

Novar claims £45.11s for extending water by new pipes to new feus at Culcairn. The committee stalls until Novar sent a solicitor's letter, then offer £30. Novar insists on full payment and committee invite Meiklejohn, factor, to a conference. It is agreed to pay £35 on condition that Novar protects the pipe at the bridge from frost with a box and sawdust.

1903

Refuse Christopher Campbell again.

Purchase a Barrow for the scavenger from D. Mackenzie for 15s and a broom handle from W. Cunningham for 2/6.

1904

(Strathpeffer Electric Lighting.)

Campbell submits petition from rate payers requesting that the pipe be extended to within 33% yards of Kimberley cottage. Committee get estimates and again decline.

George Munro, hotel keeper, appointed in place of Paterson on sub committee.

Novar offer to start and close the pipe to Campbell's. Plumber's new quote is £6. 17s and committee again refuses.

Mid Ross Committee recommend that the Sub Committee accept Campbell's petition and the latter delay again until July when they agree to install the 100 yards of pipe on condition that Campbell opens and closes it and pays £3.

Estimates:

Special Draining District 

Upkeep

£6.00.00
Inspector 

£3.10.00

Clerk

£1.00.00
Special Water Supply District 

Upkeep

£30.00.00
Inspector

£3.10.00

Clerk

£1.00.00
Sundries

£5.00.00
Rates 




Water


1 1/2d
Drainage 


1 1/2d

Scavenging


1 1/2d
1905

"The Scavenger continues to do good and efficient work and the sanitary condition of Evanton is satisfactory."

Rates

Water
5d
Drainage
3 1/4d
Scavenging
1d
1906

Evanton Rental
£1093

Rate
2.5d

Mid Ross Committee disapproved of the requisition for a Special Lighting District. They said it should be coincident with the other special districts.

1907

Munro-Ferguson, Novar, hands over sewers to the public.

Rupert Shoolbred, Wyvis, contributes £20 for the enlargement of the mains pipe East of Alltgrade.

Special Lighting District formed. Agreement with William Walker, Culcairn Mills.

1908

October. "The poles and wires were duly erected under the supervision of Mr. Dalling, Strathpeffer and the District was well and economically lighted during last winter."

The inhabitants are to hold a bazaar to provide for the cost of the installation.

The Board of Trade and Post Office require the committee to provide for the total cost of installation of coils and fuses for the protection of telegraphs from the crossing wires. Duly carried out at £5.42. lid

1909

Kenneth Mackenzie receives permission to erect a house on his small​holding.

Committee for Knockrash Smallholdings formed:

Sir Hector Munro, T. Williamson Cuthbert, Meiklejohn and 2 chosen by the Parish.

1910

Scavenger's salary slightly raised due to the committee's decision to dispense with the use of weed-killer in the side drains.

1911

Requirement to light bicycles after dark.

1912

Water and drainage is good and water abundant. Scavenging and lighting entirely satisfactory.

Scavenger raised to £20 pa.

Restriction of Speed under the Motor Car Act (1903) extended to Evanton.

1913

Water rates:

	Free Church Manse
	£3, 00. 00

	DH Moore,
Drummond
	£2, 10. 00

	George Bankes,
Balconie
	£3. 00. 00

	K. Mackenzie
	10.00

	Drummond Arms
	15.00

	Kiltearn heritors
	£5, 00. 00

	School Board
	£5. 00. 00

	Estimates
	

	Scavenger
	£20. 00. 00

	Clerk
	1. 00. 00

	Lighting Inspector
	10. 00

	Cost of electric lights
	10, 00. 00

	Repairs to Lamps and Maint.
	£5. 00. 00

	Total
	£36,10.00

	Road rates
	10. 00. 00

	
	

	1914 Rates
	

	Water
	0

	Drainage
	1 1/2d

	Scavenging
	4 1/2d

	Lighting
	2d


By order of the Military Authorities there was no Public Lighting in the winter of 1914-15.

1920

Knockrash is considered as an alternative site for the Hospital for infectious Diseases. Invergordon is chosen and then the Naval Hospital becomes available.

1921

500 cases of TB on the County mainland, total population 45,000.

1924

Rates

Water
3d

Drainage
1 1/2d

Scavenging
6d

Lighting
6 1/2d

LOCAL PLAN

(Highland Regional Council) Oct 1990

Principal Extracts

Water mains to be installed from Assynt to the Black Isle via Foulis in 1991/2 at a cost of £140,000

Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs) include: Wyvis, Allt nan Caorach and the Alness River.

There are 30 Scheduled Ancient Monuments in the East Ross Plan, 2 of which are in Kiltearn.

Tree Preservation Order: Glenskiach.

Coastal Conservation: Mountrich to River Sgitheach

Evanton

Population circa 1500.

Local economy is now diverse with traditional primary industries of forestry, farming and estate work, supplemented by major industry on Evanton and Highland Deephaven Industrial Estates.

Planning objectives:

1 Coordinated phasing and development of industrial land

2 Identify land for up to 120 houses

3 Safeguard future road links

4 Promote environmental improvements in Evanton

Housing

Medium/longer term

2.5 ha land at Teandallon plus 7.5 ha longer term

Reservation of substantial amenity area adjacent to River Sgitheach.

Village Park.

As the settlement grows increased attention will be focused upon the need of additional community facilities. Recommend that the District Council give consideration for the development of a village park at Culcairn.

Amenity Woodlands

There is a good number and variety of broadleaved trees in roadside and field boundaries. The pleasant character of Evanton owes much to the above. Glenskiach, Evanton Wood, Eileen an Cearn, Kiltearn Cearn, Ardullie, Craig Wood.

Black Rock Gorge

SSSI. Proposes "Area of Great Landscape Value" with interpretive material, car park etc.

1990

	Excerpts
   Net Annual Value Highland Deephaven Ltd - Barge Dock and Jetty

(Station Square, Inverness)
80,770

Stena Offshore Ltd   Pipe Spool Base
100,000 (Jo Morris, Spool Base Manager, Highland Deephaven)
	Rat. Value

52,500

65,000


	Cromarty Firth Engineering
	11,
	800
	11,
	800

	(Charles Matheson,
Manager)
	
	
	
	

	Scottish and English Wool Growers Ltd
	33,
	200
	21,
	500

	(Mr Scott,
Manager)
	
	
	
	

	Newton Road,
Evanton
	
	
	
	

	Scottish Agricultural Industries
	
	
	
	

	Grain Drying(25 Ravelston Terrace, Edinburgh EH4 3ET)Being wound down in 1991)

	78,
	700
	51,
	155
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