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FOULIS ESTATE
In 1776 Sir Harry Munro entailed all his estates by a deed, which became the subject of much subsequent litigation. The deed listed the lands as: All of Fowlis, including the davoch lands of Easter Fowlis with its tower, fortalice and manor; the fortar (upper portion) and forest of Strathskea; Culniskea, Teachatt, Wester Ballachladdich, Auchdleach, including the brewcroft and smiddy; all Wester Fowlis and its fortar; Ardullie lands and fishings, including the brewcroft; Clairmore including the grazings of Aldnakerach, Easterlairs and Killaskie; the forest of Wyvis, Corriesnasearrach, Corriemore, Soltach, Lochcorrie, Corrienafeola, Corrienacon, Altchonire; the davoch lands of Cabrill including Easter Ballachladdich, Badgarvie grazings; the shealings of Letter, Wyvis, Killingshie, Corrierachie, Lubreach, Imrichnandamph, Benmonie, Kianlochminochin, Altitudinem of Frarick-Gillandrish, Tomconish, Carnafearanvorar, Reballachcoillie; the Island of Lochglass and its brew croft; Contullich with its miln lands and restricted multures, Fortar of Ardoch, Auchavoich, with its ale-house and ale-house croft; Meikle-Daan; Meikle and Little Clynes - "and of old united and erected in one free barony called the barony of Fowlis."

It continues;

"The town of Easter Fowlis and garden house, particates, tofts, crofts, outsets, insets, parts, pendicles and pertinents of the same, for the accommodation of travellers and strangers were created, appointed and erected in one free Burgh of Barony, called the barony of Fowlis, with the power and liberty to the inhabitants of said burgh and their successors buying and selling wine, and other commodities and of manufacturing the articles herein mentioned.... together with milns, salmon fishings and other fishings as well in fresh as salt waters
and all and whole mill of Cotwall with the miln lands, multures and sucken, sequels and pertinents of the same lying within the barony of Delny; also the lands of Drummond called the chaplain lands of Drum; 
 the lands of Corrivalligan ....with woods etc in the forest of Freewater, Kincardine"
 "all and whole lands of Pellach, and the lands of Lemlair, comprehending the manor-place, alehouse and alehouse croft; the town and lands of Cultfarquhar; the town and lands of old Town; the town and lands of Cruachin, Bognahaven, Easter and Wester Culbins and Ward, Fuarranbuy" etc "the just and equal half of Boggindurie...the whole miln of Lemlair and Clyne..., the fourth part of the davoch lands of Swordale and that pendicle of the said davoch lands.... called Rhidrach and Croftnorrie...three oxgate lands of Swordale and pendicle thereof, called Knockmartin...with the whole respective houses, biggings, yards, orchards, built and to be built, tofts, crofts, outsets, insets, woods, bushes, barns, byes, fishings, shealings, grazings, mosses, muirs, marshes, bogs..,."

Foulis Castle

In 1810 Sir Hugh Monro's residence was described by Sir George Steuart Mackenzie, as having a "very elegant appearance from the road, but the accommodations are no means as might be expected from the outward appearance of the building."

In 1896 the Ross-shire Journal reported that the Policies (Estate Gardens) had been much improved. The old dyke had been replaced by a stone wall, Turret-like pillars had been erected at appropriate intervals and at the entrance gate these had been surrounded by well-fashioned eagles, the coat​of-arms of the Munro.

Between the world wars the castle was owned and lived in by Sir Hector and Lady Munro, grandparents of Captain Patrick, and their unmarried daughter Violet.

The Castle was nearly requisitioned in the 2nd World War by the Black Watch. They came to inspect but were reportedly put off by the lack of electricity, the poor water supply and the shortage of bathrooms,

Marianne Chamier (née Gascoigne) recollects” Certainly it was lamps all through the war at Foulis because I was there with my eldest baby and there was certainly no electricity then...and the maids in the house slept on the top floor in the attics - imagine how cold it was - and if they wanted to have fires in their bed-rooms they had to carry the coal up the back​stairs. Why the house didn't go on fire I never can imagine. My grandfather was fairly groggy sometimes with rheumatism and, after dinner, he used to take this enormous lamp - a huge silver thing with a big shade. He took it off the table at the end of dinner and walked out of the dining-room carrying it at an angle. He generally trod on the cat or dog en route for the sitting-room."

Electricity was introduced in 1947 to Ardullie Lodge, where Capt and Mrs Munro then lived, also to all the cottages. The Castle was done at the same time. Sir Hector had evidently not been keen on such mod cons.

The laundry was in the courtyard with 6 - 8 sinks until about 1924 when Dingwall Laundry started to come by.

The kitchen was in the semi basement.

The castle was renovated from 1955 to 1957 with a new roof and reharling. From 1978 to 79 further improvements were made: new drains, new wiring, restoration and updating.

Stones from Foulis Station Platform were used for the Courtyard steps.

A gravestone from Cnoc an Teampuill is at the castle.

The west wing now houses a Time-Share flat.

* * * * *

The Family

Sir Hector (1349 - 1935) and Lady Munro (1356 - 1946) (See Munros of Foulis).. Sir Hector became Lord Lieutenant of Ross and Cromarty in 1899 and received a scroll and engraved cask from his tenantry in recognition. One grand daughter recollects that he was highly regarded - "a super old boy."

Lady Munro, née Stirling, is remembered by some for a fearful temper, by others for her hospitality.

Their unmarried daughter, Violet ('Vi') kept bantams in the courtyard. She lived at castle all her life and died in 1968. She was a great friend of Colonel Jackson's surviving daughter, Dorothy, who was a botanist and entomologist. Vi Munro ran the Evanton guides along with Elizabeth Munro from Blackhill. She did bike tours around Highlands and Islands before WW1 and took a boat down Caledonian Canal.

Staff

Prior to World War 2 staff included: Cook; Kitchen-Maid; Parlour-Maid; House-Parlour/Maid; Housemaid; Coachman/Groom, then chauffeur. There were 2 laundry maids until the mid 20s,

One Groom was a Jim Watt, who became chauffeur and set up a small garage in Evanton (the black shed near River Skiach). There was MacDonald the gardener with 2 garden boys and an old man called 'Grantie'. MacDonald the gardener used to measure the shoes of Sir Hector Munro's grandchildren to see who had been stealing fruit; he spanked the offenders with a stick. He died in 1942 after 51 years at Foulis.

Entertainment

There were weekly dance for the staff, first in the house, then in the Recreation Room in the courtyard. This had been converted in 1893 from bothy accommodation, and was above the old bake house and other domestic offices. "There would be the staff and the garden boys and people from Evanton, and lots of reels and singing. The kitchen was underneath the library where they sat after dinner and when the noise got too loud my grandmother used to bang on the floor with a stick." (MC)

Dances continued until 1939. After the war the Foulis Social Club, which was run by a local committee, organised whist drives, dances and such like.

Rats, Food and Gravel

Marianne Chamier again: "It was all extremely basic. There was a huge coal range which ate about a ton of coal a day. Otherwise the kitchen can be seen now, much as it was, as they have kept all the old tables which were used in my day. The sink in the scullery, made of stone, is still there but luckily the rats which occasionally appeared in the open have all gone. "

"They lived inside the walls and I used to be very frightened in bed to hear them rattling about. They didn't appear upstairs but I do remember an occasion during the war when we having supper one evening and my sister (Joan) had a dog who was very keen on hunting rats. The dog was looking up at the top of the curtains and suddenly a rat sprang off the top of the curtains onto the side-board, bounced once almost into the dishes of food with the dog in hot pursuit and managed to get under the door before the dog could get it. At one time the house was closed and a rat-catcher with terriers got rid of them."

Jess Finlayson (née Ross), whose mother was a cook at the castle, remembers the rats on the stairs.

The family used to eat rabbits a couple of times a week during meat rations and between the wars. If well cooked they could be delicious.

Cream and milk was supplied daily by Foulis Mains Farm. The garden supplied all the vegetables and fruit. They had an apple and pear house for winter storage. They preserved the eggs in water glass; they were used for cooking.

The butcher and baker came to estate from Dingwall, the baker in horse-drawn van up until 1948.

The gravel was raked every Saturday morning. Staff were not allowed to walk down the drive and there would be a row if there was a leaf out of place. (JP)
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Estate Matters - Various

The 12th Annual Kiltearn Ploughing Match was held on Teandallon, Novar Estate in March 1878. 31 ploughs of which 20 common and 11 high cutters. "The fine display of horses was much admired, those from Newton, Drummond, Ardullie, Culbin, Lemlair, Assynt, Ballavoulin, Drumore, Katewell and Culcairn particularly worthy of note." (Ross-shire Journal)

Foulis Station

Sheep, cattle, wool, potatoes, rabbits all went via here. It was one of the first "Beeching cuts". (See Transport Section)

The Kilday Drove Road used to go through Foulis Mains (through the pillars). Ian Munro's father reportedly insisted on driving his sheep through the Mains garden to Blackhill, much to the annoyance of the tenants.

Woods

There were never as much as Novar. They were obliged by the Timber Commission to cut most of the wood during the war. There were lovely Beech Woods behind and in front. Now it is mostly conifers. Duncan Munro had a Saw-mill in the Swampy Wood (Collie na Feithe) opposite Teanord, during the war. A young lad was cut in half here. There was a saw-mill below Glen of Foulis, which moved in 1947 to Blackpark.

Ferindonald Curling Club met in Blackpark Wood in Sir Hector's day.

Farm labourers all received a quarterly supply of oatmeal, 100 yards of early potatoes and 1/2 ton of the main crop, and free milk according to the size of their family. They all kept hens and the shepherd had 2 ewes and free feed of grass, hay and turnips for the ewes and their lambs, which ran with the main farm block.

Irish labourers came from Donegal to dig trenches for field drains/tiles till the 50s. They stayed in lodgings as the farm had no bothy.

Tattie Pickers

After the War, because of the lack of local children, schoolchildren from Glasgow used to come to pick the tattles. Their school-master sometimes had difficulty controlling them. They stayed on the camp in Alness and moved from farm to farm. The bank was kept open late in Alness so the children, who were paid daily, could pay in and so prevent stealing from each other and gambling. They wouldn't eat herrings in oatmeal (id each) because they weren't like the fish and chips they knew. These tattie pickers stopped coming in the late 50s.

Wildlife

The trapper ensured there were no foxes. Now there are quite a few; this is also accounted for partly by the Forestry. Wild-cats are sometimes seen on the back road. The Estate used to organise shoots; these are now organised by the local gun club.

Foulis used to send 4 to 6000 rabbits pa by crate to Manchester (20 couples per crate) from Foulis Station.

Older residents recollect that the Corncrake used to be heard continuously in May. Spray and silage have driven them away.
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War-time

Joan Paton née Gascoigne recollects: "You could get Italian prisoners of war. They were great fun, splendid with kids and they all loved their "mother" - they used to call her Granny. They used to come in a lorry every day from Brahan. You were told you were only allowed to give them a cup of tea but of course we saved up every scrap and gave them an enormous meal -nobody ever found out. There were about 4. We still had the gardener, Jimmy Campbell, with the Italians and he would sort them out and give them plenty of work to do but then he was called up and we got the Land Girl. She stayed with us a long time - I think she quite enjoyed herself. She was completely her own master after the gardener had gone. I don't think she knew much about it but with books and things we struggled through somehow"

She recollects witnessing two uniformed lads drowning in the Firth when the row-boat which they had taken from Ardullie, overturned in choppy water.
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THE FARMS

All the farms were tenanted pre World War 2. Now none are.

Foulis Mains

240 acres. Kenneth Paterson, who had been there 40 years gave it up in 1910 and Sir Hector Munro took it on. It was let to James Laurie in 1937 who had S men into the 60s, when it reverted to the Estate.

Marianne Chamier remembers when, under Sir Hector, the grieve was Fraser.


"Mrs Fraser was very good to us (children). I remember drinking frothy milk straight from the cow! And glasses of milk with thick cream on it. She made big hard cheeses, crumbly inside - very good, a little bit like cheddar but more crumbly and white. And lots of crowdie of course. I was very frightened of the flock of geese which chased children. There were cattle and sheep, horses, turkeys, geese, guinea fowl - we used to have the eggs of all sorts of birds to eat, boiled for breakfast at Foulis. Playing in the granary and sliding down the grain chute was great."

Culbin Hill Farm

130 acres and the Grouse moor, with some deer, It was part of Foulis Castle Farm and was let in 1942 to J. D. Laurie along with the Mains. In 1954 it was sold to the Forestry Commission, who sold the arable land to George Mundle. Donald Cameron owns and farms it in 1991.

The 2000 acres of sheep grazing on Cnoc Mhabairn was laid out with wide rides by first district Forestry Commission officer Gerry Cotter Craig. Finlay Macrae, a successor, spent much time here. He saw all three types of deer including Japanese Sika. He saw as many as 200 Red Deer in the woods. He came across many old hirsel dykes but no ruins. Much of the wood was harvested by Fountain Forestry in 1990-91, "rather prematurely**,

Finlay cleared the area around the memorial to Duncan MacGregor, the shepherd from Culbin who died suddenly on his way home from Swordale. His successor as shepherd was Johnny Ray, who married Duncan's sister, Ina, and was the last crofter on Foulis Farm.

The Threshing by water-mill started at Culbin, then Culnaskeath, then Foulis mains and Ballachladoch (the only one with an over-shot mill). Teanord and Teachatt had horse-drawn mills. Knockancurin had its own water mill. Ardullie also had two mill dams.

Black Hill

104 acres arable; 90 acres hill farm, The Munros have been here for 3 generations. Ian Munro's mother, Elisabeth, (born 1899) took over from her father (Munro). She married George Munro who was mainly a livestock dealer, whose parents were at Teanord before the Rosses but had difficulty making a good living there.

In the 30s the Livestock was: 120 - 140 breeding ewes, 20 - 35 breeding cows, 100+ hens. Crops in rotation included 15 acres lay oats, 15 acres root crops, 15 acres hay, 14 acres black ground oats, the rest under grass. They sold surplus oats and potatoes. Their main income was from sheep and cattle. There was a casual labourer employed until Ian Munro left school.

Culnaskeath

Under 100 acres. Culnaskeath was held for nearly 2 centuries by a family of Beatons/Bethunes in return for services of 'leechcraft' to successive "lairds and ladies of Foulis and their bairns."

Campbells and Reids were tenants here for 4 or 5 generations. Mary Christie and Ellen Cassie (flees Campbell) (See Interview) recollect that there were between 9 and 24 cattle, 60 sheep, and they grew oats and a couple of acres of barley. Tom Campbell bought the farm in 1954 from Captain Patrick Munro, In 1986 Hector Munro bought it back from Tony Campbell.

Tommy Campbell stretched out the first electricity cables (from Lochluichart) using his horses.

Ardullie

340 acres. Alexander Sutherland was tacksman of Ardullie before his death in 1820. John 'Dears.' Munro <See Ferindonald Papers) leased Ardullie from Foulis in mid 19th century and he was followed by his son William. Kenneth Paterson, grandson-in-law, was here in the late 19th century and was referred to disparagingly by the Ross-shire Journal as the 'Sage of Ardullie.'

From 1903-1947 James Scott was here with 9 men. He was a big farmer and his sons now farm in East Ross. His sister lived in the farm house. "They lived in great state, with a chauffeur", remembers Marianne Chamier.

Ardullie Steading went on fire in March 1950. A cigarette was kicked into the straw and the steading burnt to the ground. All stock was saved. The fire brigade from Dingwall took water from the Old Mill Pond and a man with a pencil went along the old hose marking all the holes where water was coming out. The fire was just put out before it got to the petrol store.

Capt Munro had to put in a new water supply at Ardullie after some cases of typhoid.

Alexander Mackenzie was grieve from 1936 to 1957, when the staff included a cattleman, foreman, 2 horsemen followed by a tractor-driver, a shepherd, gardener, game-keeper and labourers. (See Interview with Mhairi Mackenzie). Alexander Mackenzie took pride in never having had to work on a Sunday to get the harvest in.

It was a mixed farm with cattle, sheep, potatoes, turnips and grain. There was a small milking parlour.

Ardullie Lodge

This was the Dowager house. Captain Munro lived here until 1979, then sold it to Tony Knight who sold on to Carola Coombe.

Ardullie Farm House

James Scott's sisters lived here. It belongs to Hector Munro and is currently rented by Anthony Knight, Caledonian Towage.

Teachatt

67 acres. John Munro, writer and notary, was in 1591 given the lands of Teachatt for 'honest personal service'. The site of an early farm-house, lower than the present, is marked by the sooty soil. The Steading, built 1852, is now out of commission. More recently Alex Munro was assisted, then succeeded by nephew John Urquhart (see interview with his widow, Mary). Labourers included Roddie Christie, Archie Campbell, and Murdo Macrae for 21 years, who became the grave-digger.

Knockancurin

160 acres. John Munro V1 (1805 - 77), grandson of John 'Ian Mor' Munro, was here in 1845, when he had 7 work-horses; 8 cows and calves; 1 shorthorn bull; 30 yield cattle; 20 ewes and lambs plus pigs and poultry in proportion. He was a bone-setter. The farm-house was built in 1845 by Evanton masons, Donald Munro etc. Donny 'Cronken', his brother, took over in 1877 until his death in 1911. He became a widely renowned bone-setter.

Frasers were here from 1910 to 1934 (see interview with Duncan Fraser). They had a dairy farm with 50 cows. 5 or 6 of them would do the morning milking. There were 3 ploughmen, a cattleman plus one of the sons. They did the Evanton milk run. 3 boys went to Australia before Ist War, Duncan later. Donny, the remaining brother, took over from his father around 1930. There was a Garvie Mill and mill-pond and they threshed weekly for 4 hours; 60 to 70 corn stacks a year. They kept a field of barley for Glenskiach Distillery,

Alexander Doull was here from 1934 to 1948. They had 220 ewes, 3 pairs of horses, about 15 cows in milk and 15 for beef. They continued the milk round for some years, then gave it up to Moodie at Balconie. Willie Doull reflects that the Estate had not been keen on developing the dairy. The first tractor was a spade-lugged International from Mackenzie's Garage in 1938/9. (See interview with Willie Doull). The Girvans were there for a short time before Alan Moore took on the tenancy.

It was reportedly a beautiful house with 2 sitting-rooms and bathroom and dairy. The double roof needed constant removal of leaves. This did not happen after Sandy Brodie in 1960 and the roof rotted. The house was pulled down in 1989. The 3 farm cottages were converted into holiday cottages in 1991. Alan Moore (d.1991) bought farm from Foulis in 1956.

Achleach

80 acres arable. A Mrs Ure, Maryburgh, had the grazings of Achleach in 1845. It fetched one of the highest rents per acre in the 1880s. James Fraser took it on around 1910. His brother Donald was grieve there. There was a shepherd called Cross. Donald Mackenzie "The Courstcher" worked there a while. It was full of grouse and black grouse. Frasers kept Shetland ponies and sold them to the coal mines in France, a dealer Mr. Bain paying £9 or £10 a head.

Captain Munro says the area was used by the Norwegian army (with horses), during the war, and was riddled with bullets. The hill was sold to the Forestry Commission and planted in 1950. Alan Moore bought the remaining grazings in 1956. He removed the stealing stones to Drummond. His son-in-law, Alasdair McArthur, farms the land in 1992.

Balachladdich

130 acres. Mentioned in the Foulis Writs as "Shortown of Foulis". In 1652 Neil Beaton, in Ballachladich, lent Sir Robert Munro 1400 merks, receiving in exchange a lease or tack on the holding, including a "ferrieboat upon the ferie of Foulis" for a rent of 16 bolls bere and "as much fuel as such lands bear."

The last tenants were Rosses, Colin dying in 1948. There were 3 daughters, 1 son plus 1 man. 2 cottages. The son gave it up in late 50s.
Teanord/Teanaird

87 acres. In 1560 Teanaird was given to a younger son of Munro of Kiltearn and held by his descendants for five generations. The Rosses moved from Loanridge, Boath to Teanord in the 1930s and their 2 sons worked the farm with 1 man. Mr Ross retired in 1956. A seventeenth century Marriage stone was discovered in 1990.

Drummond Farm

440 acres. Tenanted by Moores for 3 generations, then bought by Alan Moore in 1952. 8 to 9 men were employed. (See Drummond)

Lemlair Estate

Sold in 1859, as was Swordale. (See separate chapters)

Pelaig

98 acres. Ken Humphreys, Peter Macallum's grandson, tenant for 30 years, then bought it. (See Lemlair)

CROFTS

Strongarve

Peter Campbell took the lease of a 10 acre plot in 1859 for 19 years at annual rent of 3s 6d per acre). The conditions stated:

· Each croft will be let for a period of 19 years

· Sub-tenants are excluded

· Tenant shall be obliged to have not less than 8 acres of the croft thoroughly improved and under cultivation in the eighth year and the whole under proper cultivation in the fifteenth year

· Each tenant shall build a cottage and outhouses on each croft at his own expense

· If tenant or heirs become bankrupt or are convicted of poaching or smuggling illicit distillations or destroying trees or fences, cutting turf or divot on the estate etc the lease shall be null and void
· Rules of Good Husbandry must be observed in cultivation and cropping
· At the expiry of the leases the tenants shall be bound to flit and remove.

Danny Campbell "The Gaffer"/"Little Dannach", brother of John Campbell, Culnaskeath, was the last to occupy Strongarve. He lived here with his sister Baikie. There were c23 acres on which they kept 3 cows and a horse. He was 5 foot tall. He was packman for the estate shoots which brought in heaps of roe deer and a lot of birds. He and his dog Rover would return to the place of the shoots and fill 7 or 8 bags. He made beautiful handles for all the tools from young alder trees. Duncan Fraser remembers a strange smell from when Baikie put water on the clay floor. The walls were covered with newspaper.

Thomas Campbell took over Strongarve along with Culnaskeath in 1955 but the steading of stone and lime fell apart. Foulis Estate bought it in 1985. Captain Munro paid £150 compensation to the original crofter's heirs for the building. He took the tin roof off and discovered the old thatch still in place. The building fell down. Ruins of the two buildings. remain.

Yellow Wells, Am Fuaram Buidhe
Don MacDonald , "The Rattler", DCM in 1st War (see characters), bought the croft and farm-house from Capt Munro for £500, Hector Munro bought the land back in 1980 for £18,000; the house meanwhile was sold for £11,000. Don did not live much longer. The new owners, Sandy and Frances Sanderson, were killed in a car accident on Cromarty Bridge New Year 1987. In 1991 the new owners, also Campbell <unrelated), were still not on the electricity grid.

Glen of Foulis Croft

This small croft of 10 acres was tenanted by Camerons, latterly 'Old' Mrs Cameron, her daughter Annie and her son Murdo. They left in 1961 for Invergordon. Their stock was 10 sheep and 1 or 2 cows. Their crops were A acre potatoes, 1 acre oats, 1 acre hay, Mrs Cameron ran the croft as a miniature farm. Ian Munro moved from Blackhill to Glen of Foulis and today keeps 50 sheep on the land, while occupied as a seed rep. and in haulage.

Corriefoulis

This Smallholding was latterly held by "Big Peter" Campbell and the "Peterachs", Barbara MacFarquhar, the daughter, is in Elgin. Alan Moore took out gable ends of houses to transform into sheds.

SERVICE CROFTS

Smithy Croft.

This was one of the Service Crofts (exempt from crofting laws). Rosie's new house incorporates the house and much of the steading. In 1845 the tenants were Colin Munro and his mother.

Finlay Ross ("Feelie") was the last blacksmith. He worked as a smith up to the 2nd War. His father had been a blacksmith. Jess Finlayson recollects the blacksmith singeing sheep's heads for 6d. She remembers the big push-bellows. Feelie used to win best beast at Dingwall - he kept it in the shed and one year had to dismantle the door-post to get it out. A bachelor, he blew his head off in his 60s. His friends don't know why - maybe he was depressed at the harvest. He was a great perfectionist and used to cut a magnificent hedge. He is said to have once taken a tax inspector by the throat. The estate took over the land after him.
Ron's Cottage.

This house, across from the Smithy was occupied before WW2 by Ron and sisters Maggie and Kate Mackenzie. He was horseman for Foulis Mains, then for the Estate. Maggie made a lovely patchwork quilt, finished by Mrs Munro.

Black Park Cottage.

This used to be 2 Estate cottages. William Mackay, Estate horseman, and a farm worker lived here latterly. Mackay kept an enormous horse, which was stabled in the Castle Courtyard. Mr Mackay was rather taken aback when the horses ears were once draped with a pair of french knickers. Mrs Mackay made excellent potato scones. The house was renovated and extended in 1991.

Keeper's House, Blackpark

Last game-keeper was Macleod.

'Woodside' is owned by the Kerrs and was modified by their son Steve.

Campbells & MacNabs

This was 2 houses. Jimmy Campbell was gardener at Ardullie. Angie MacNab was keeper, succeeded by Sinclair, then Henderson, who was the last keeper on Foulis Estate.

Shore Croft

Ardullie Point. c 5 acres. The occupants pre WW2, were an elderly couple, Macraes, who were found dead together in the cottage. They had lived in real poverty and yet had stocks "worth a fortune". They had no heirs. The croft reverted to Lemlair Estate. The Rattrays took it on in 1942.

Fred Rattray has noticed decline in numbers of birds, shell-duck and ring plover, nesting due to the fishermen and disappearance of mussels and flat fish, which he puts down partly to the causeways and changed currents. Sea trout too has diminished. Seals have dramatically increased and come up to the step.

Foulis Ferry Rent/Store-house (Girnal)
This was built in 1740. In 1796 it was marched upon by a meal mob from Dingwall. In 1847 too, in a time of local food shortage, local inhabitants prevented the export of grain and destroyed some grain by mixing it with coal and lime. There are 7 of these on Cromarty Firth, for storage of grain (bere barley and oats) received as rent and re-issued as wages for farm​ workers or as cash sales for export by sea. R&C Book).

Foulis Ferry Croft
The Ferry stopped running pre World Wart. Sir Hector Munro used this route to attend the Militia at Fort George. He would hire a horse from a crofter on the Black Isle, take the ferry from Fortrose to Ft. George and sometimes return on the same day.

John Mackenzie, 'The Wheeler' was the last ferryman. He reputedly once asked Mr Campbell, the Minister, if "he saw as well with his glass eye as the other one". When he saw aeroplanes he would say "It's not right - it's not in the book".

Jess 'The Ferry', one of his daughters wouldn't have piped water in the house. She crossed the road to Chalybeat Well for her water. She would only use the tap water for the cow. She had lovely eggs with tomato-coloured yolks from all the seaweed. She married late in life (in her 70s) (she is said to have remarked that "she didn't want to go to the grave guessing"). Dolly Ross, Hermitage St., was a bridesmaid. She died c 1960. Her sister Mary died c 1948.

The Raes, ex Culbin shepherd, lived here afterwards. Hector and Sarah Munro lived there in the early 70s and turned it into a Restaurant.

* * * * *

The Blue House

This was opposite the track from Teanord and was so named because it was the first slated house in the district. The last tenants were Mrs Mackay and Miss Munro (ex teacher, Swordale), who made excellent tattie scones. There was a lovely garden. It was burnt down by the Fire Brigade on the orders of the Scottish Office for the A9 road even before compensation had been agreed. Capt. Munro was not even informed. The road did not come for about another 5 years.
AC March 1992
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LEMLAIR

MOUNTGERALD and other local old Munro lands

Lemlair was a parish until amalgamated with Kiltearn at the Reformation along with the chaplainry of Clyne. It appears in the Reg. Moray. in 1227. The davoch of Lemlair occurs in the Munro Writs in 1582, it became a barony in 1643, (DC Murray, SSS Notes 1981) (See Church Notes)

Munros of Lemlair

Andrew Munro, fifth son of Robert Mor Munro, 15th Baron, was the first of the Munros of Lemlair. Tutor to his nephew Robert XVIII of Foulis from 1603, he is thought to have received Lemlair in reward for his services.

His son and heir, Colonel John, took an active part in the Wars of Montrose in 1639 and 1640, then changing sides to participate in the Royalist uprising by Thomas Mackenzie of Pluscardine. Following its failure, he reverted to form to take assist in the defeat of Montrose at Carbisdale. (It was his son-in-law, Neil Macleod XI of Assent, who finally handed Montrose over to his executioners). Possibly this resulted in a guilty conscience for he took exaggerated offence at the radical new Minister of Kiltearn, Thomas Hogg, when he preached against murder. He appears, however, to have made his peace for he became an assiduous church elder.

Andrew's grandson, George, was also an active church elder. His son, Samuel, sold or alienated the estate (probably back to Foulis under Sir Robert Munro). George's son Andrew was obliged to go into exile following the election riot in Dingwall in 1721, in which Sir Robert himself was closely involved.

The estate was in Foulis hands in 1776 when Sir Charles Munro, who had gathered in many of the old feudal leases, drew up a detailed entail of the estate in favour of his heirs. At that date the lands of Lemlair included a manor-place, alehouse, alehouse croft and mill.

Sale

In July 1859 the Inverness Courier advertised the Sale by Public Roup on 31 August of the Valuable Lands of Lemlair, which had been recently separated from the entailed Estate of Fowlis. They contained 425 Imperial acres (391 arable, 27 pasture). The upset price was £15,000,

"With the exception of a Mill Dam let to the proprietor of Mount Gerald at £1 lOs pa and by his tenant of Woodlands, and a Croft at the shore let at £6, the whole is let to one thriving and industrious tenant, Mr. John Munro at a yearly rent of £500 on a 19 year lease from Whitsunday 1853……The tenant is bound to thoroughly drain the whole at his own expense. Besides having at different times expended between £700 and £300 in erecting dykes and fences, the proprietor since this lease commenced has expended about £700 on the Farm House and Steading and the present value of the building; is estimated at £1500 to £2000." 

"The lands are capable of growing all sorts of green and corn

crops ….
There is every reason to believe they contain good seams of Coal."

"The teinds (church tithes) are valued, the Ecclesiastical Buildings are in good repair and a New School and a Schoolmaster's house were built very recently." ( John Munro Esq., Fowlis Cottage.)

In August the 'upset price' was reduced to £14,000. John Dearg Munro, the 'industrious' tenant, bought Lemlair, as well as Clare and Swordale. Frank Maclennan in the 'Ferindonald Papers' relates some colourful stories about John Dearg, in particular his involvement in the illicit whisky business and rumours how he came into his wealth. His son William Dearg was in turn succeed by William's son John, who sold Swordale to Major Jackson in 1335 and died in 1900.

Lemlair House roans are dated 1873. The architect of this Victorian villa is thought to be W.C.Joass, who is known to have designed the walled garden in 1377.

Lemlair came into the hands of Aaron Wylie Hill, a Glasgow store owner. Peter McCallum bought it from him in 1920, and Wylie Hill stayed on in the house afterwards. Both Hill and McCallum were Commissioners of Supply for the county.

Mr Peter William McCallum, or 'PW' as he was known, was one of the great figures in the livestock industry in the North of Scotland. He kept working until shortly before his death in 1964 aged 95. His property and grazings included Lemlair, Mountgerald, Mountrich, Knockbain, Blackwells, Balloch, Strathvaich and Inchbae.

He is described as a 'self-made man'. He used to come down from Melvich, Sutherland in his summer holidays and impressed the tinkers with his ability to sell. He worked with his brother George in starting up one of the Auction Marts in Dingwall at the turn of the century.

PW made most of his money in dealing, selling many sheep in England. became the 'Chancellor of the Exchequer' to many local farmers and it is said that many is the farmer who would have gone to the wall during the Depression without his financial assistance. He demanded his pound of flesh in return.

He was a strict teetotaler and very against smoking, which his very easy-going and affable wife, Agnes, engaged in. He was something of a dictator at home and operated a 'hire and fire' policy at work. When Bob Black, horseman, took offence at being told to put more heart into the stack, he was sacked. He generated respect, however, and is remembered for having a good side for the shepherds, Johnny Ross for example took his tea with him each morning at 7am.

PW had a car and a chauffeur, (James Arthur for a time), but he would walk to Dingwall for church each Sunday and he would not dream of harvesting on the Sabbath.

It is said that he would give you anything but money. "They were great for feeding people and PW would often tell you to go into the larder. There would always be a barrel of salted herring." (Bunty Ross)


Harry Cassie remembers that of the various farmers he worked for 'Old' Peter McCallum was the hardest. "He could be a gentleman at the same tine, but he was very hard on his workers. He did’nae gi'ya much to go and come on."

House and Gardens

There were heated glass-houses in the gardens with grapes and figs. There were 3 gardeners and the garden was kept immaculately. The holly hedge was pruned and the walls and paths were seen to at the end of each week.

There was also a dairy and dairy maid. PW instructed her to continue to provide milk to those whom he had just fired.

In World War 2 Lemlair House was an Open house for Recreation Leave for US, Canadian and Polish troops. There was a full household of up to 23 relatives, whose husbands and fathers were at war, POWs, or had been killed (e.g. Captain Methven Humphreys, father of Ken, Pelaig, who went down with HMS Glorious).

The house was sold in or around 1982 by Daphne McCallum, widow of PW’s son George. The purchaser was German millionaire, Wilfred Uhde, who makes occasional visits. David and Margaret Sutherland live there today (1992)

There is a cup-and-ring marked Pictish stone, repositioned as part of a grotto, and currently hidden behind a statue of an Indian goddess - an intriguing combination!

Lemlair Farm

Lemlair land is excellent if a bit steep, and it is highly rated. An early tractor was an iron-wheeled Case, which was used for the turnips and had rings for the road. The first rubber tyred tractor was a Fordson Major with spikes.

Lemlair had 3 pairs of horses and 2 singles before the War. There were 2 cattlemen, 3 ploughmen and 3 labourers. One of the last grieves was George Mowat; his brother Willie was cattleman. Sheep and cattle were taken to Dingwall market along the back road.

There were 1000 sheep all year round in the 50s and 60s on the jointly run farm of Lemlair, Mountgerald and Mount rich. Clipping was done at Mountgerald Steading, also at Woodlands, which was a separate entity.

Calum, the eldest son, moved from Lemlair to Fodderty to Brae. George, his brother, took over Lemlair after PW's death, After his death, Daphne married Muir McCallum and, after her own death in 1986, Lemlair Farm was purchased by Peter Grant, who also bought Mountgerald. Lemlair Steading was burnt down in the late 1980s. Today the grazings are let.

Stories

The White Lady of Lemlair used to hang around the drive and to cause the water wheel to clank around sporadically. She would also work the 56 pound weights in the granary.

A pair of dark-coloured horses were once seen to turn white and tragedy was foretold. There was a death died soon after.

Wylie Hill stayed in Lemlair House before moving to Woodlands. One night he said to Johnny Ross, the shepherd. "It's a cold night. I'll leave a dram for you in the laundry." He left a pint glass full of whisky. The shepherd had no way of taking it home so he stayed on to drink it all there. Some days later Wylie Hill asked him if he had got the whisky. Johnny Ross said he had indeed and Wylie Hill advised him to take a little nip every night against the cold.

In 1881 there was a Grocery Shop at Lemlair, under Donald Bain.

****************************************************************************

Bunty Ross was a shepherd for 28 years at Lemlair and Mountgerald, for much of that time with his father John, who arrived there in 1925. Initially they stayed in the Top Street and Fraser, the cattleman, and Jock Ross, horseman, were their neighbours. They moved to Clyne Cottage, where his father died. They had no water inside or out. Drinking water was fetched by pail from a spring nearly half a mile away and that would be Bunty's job on returning home from school. His mother took washing water out of the Clyne burn. There was a dry toilet in the woods. They would very seldom have baths but would swim in the sea in the summer.

Bunty walked to school at Lemlair, then Kiltearn and then Dingwall. He does not recollect ever having got a lift. During school holidays he would earn 1 shilling a day cutting thistles by scythe on the farm.

He went to work in 1937, aged 14, in Lemlair Gardens. There were 2 gardeners and 2 boys. The head gardener was Jack Cassie, the under gardener Jimmy Harper and the other lad was Ian Harper, no relation.

His first wage was 16 shillings a week. After a few weeks, Jack Cassie asked him how much he was getting and then told him "You're a good loon, I'll see if I can get you some more." Bunty's wage then went up to £l. Within 5 a few months he was needed to help with the sheep, driving the turnip-cutting cart. Eventually he took over as shepherd from his father. 
****************************************************************************

MOUNTGERALD

The ancient lands of Clyne (G. Claon = a slope)were granted between 1224 and 1231 by Ferkar Earl of Ross in heritage to Walter of Moray, on condition that he pay a pound of pepper at the feast of St Martin (11 Nov) and do military service overseas for the king. In 1263 the land was made over to the bishop of Moray for the maintenance of two cathedral chaplains in Elgin. (Reg. Moray) Following the Reformation the bishop consented in 1584 to pass the lands to the Munros of Foulis. This included the mills, salmon fishings and other fresh and salt water fishings.

Colin Mackenzie, second son of Mackenzie of Gairloch, the first of a long line, purchased Clyne from Robert the 'Black Baron' of Foulis, and promptly renamed it Mountgerald after a supposed Irish descent. His lands included Meikle and Little Clynes (Mountgerald and Woodlands respectively?) and the pendicles of Aultnalait and Leadnacarn. He built Woodlands House in 1726. In 1786 Colin Mackenzie of Mountgerald was elected Provost of Dingwall, his son Captain Colin, was elected onto the Council the same year. In 1810 "The residence of Colin Mackenzie" was described by Sir George Mackenzie, Bart., as "a modern and very neat building, and every way suited to the estate on which it has been erected." It would have been built around 1800.

Sale

In April 1836 the Inverness Courier advertised the Sale of a "Desirable Residence - Mount Gerald, containing: 2 Public rooms, 6 bedrooms and dressing closets, 4 extensive attics, butler's pantry, servants' hall, wine cellar, laundry, dairy, kitchen. It is supplied with water and at a short distance from a Coach House and ample stealing. There is a Garden and Orchard."

"The Mains Farm is 60 to 70 acres old arable land, all enclosed and sub​divided. There is a commodious square of slated offices and productive pidgeon house. There are wild fowls and seals on nearby sea so that a tenant fond of sport will at all seasons have ample employment for his gun
so eligible a situation for a respectable family is seldom to be met with."

The seventh laird of Mountgerald sold the estate to Lewis Mark Mackenzie of Findon. Two members of the family married Baronets of Scatwell. Sir James Dixon Mackenzie of Findon and Mountgerald in 1884 assumed the baronetcy of Scatwell.

A smithy used to stand by the road bridge.

Stories

Otta Swire, whose parents rented the house for some years, in "The Highlands and their Legends (1963) recounts a story of how the Mackenzies of Mountgerald were supposedly wiped out along with a dozen priests, when inadvertently poisoned with hemlock at a Dingwall banquet. This is something of an exaggeration. In "A Highland Mission, Strathglass", Alexander MacWilliam writes of the accidental poisoning on 22nd January 1356 of three of the party, Mr Angus Mackenzie, parish priest of Eskadale, Mr James Gordon, parish priest of Beauly and Mr. Mackenzie of Findon.

MacWilliam recounts that they were poisoned by aconite root, served in mistake for radish. "It had been arranged to discuss the question of a church in Dingwall. As a result of this tragedy, the Dingwall Catholics had to wait for another 50 years for a church."

Otta Swire also writes of the ghost of one of the builders of the house, murdered at the time and built into a wall of the house. He reputedly comes out five nights a year!

There are strange stories told of St Brigh's, by the shore. Built as a chapel by the Mackenzies of Findon next to the early Christian site of Cille Bhrea(See Church Notes), it became the Mountgerald boat-house. It was then bought and rescued from a state of disrepair by Donald MacDonald, Dingwall, who did it up as a summer house. His niece Maisie Woodham (nee Ross) inherited it. The Woodhams have not themselves experienced the Requiem Mass and other ceremonies of which Otta Swire writes, but they have no doubt of the special peace of the place.

Swire also gives a picture of the lovely flora in the Clyne burn, with its wood-anemones, violets, primroses and wild cherry blossom, as well as the varied bird life, which sometimes included crossbills, firetails and waxwings.

Mountgerald House has several false windows, probably built over to save on window tax. Peter W McCallum bought Mountgerald c 1920. During World War 2 it was taken over by the military for use as a convalescent house. The grounds were then full of 'Ducks' (of the D. U. K. W amphibious variety). The Veterinary Corps were also on the estate and there was a horse hospital. Sick mules were sent for care by the Norwegians, based at Tulloch.

The McCallum family lived there after the war. It was sold, some time after Daphne Macallum's death in 1986, to Peter Grant. Rory, a son of Daphne and George McCallum, continues to live in Gardener's Cottage.

The Coach House, dates back to the 1820s. It is said that Sir Hugh Munro had the road removed from its original position, just by Foulis Castle, on account of his being disturbed in the middle of the night by a coachman seeking the coach house.

In October 1979 the Coach House caught fire when people were living in the flat. The fire brigade, which brought three appliances, received the distinct impression that Daphne McCallum was blazing as furiously as the coach-house. They were unable to save the roof or floors but the walls and tower remained. Eddie Gordon, an Evanton man, bought the ruin and renovated it in 1987 - 8.

MOUNTRICH

The area was previously known as Killichoan. The remains of the old chapel (See 'Church Notes') were destroyed by the Highland Railway line. In 1695 its rental to the Bishop of Ross was £18 16s 4d

Mountrich Farm was part of Peter McCallum's estate. George took it over when he came out of the army. It was sold in order to pay off his death duties. It was later bought by a grandson, 'Socky’ Methven McCallum of Cockburn's butcher of international haggis fame.

The land is heavy clay, good for animals; it is farmed traditionally and kept immaculately. A contract driver, Middleton, was killed in the late 1930s when his tractor ran down a steep slope onto railway line

WOODLANDS

Woodlands too was part of the Munro estates. Its name is thought to have been taken from the farm in Dorsetshire where the wife of Sir Robert Munro, 24th baron, was brought up. Mary was daughter to Henry Seymour of Woodlands, Speaker in the House of Commons. Sir Robert's chances in his courtship of her were nearly destroyed when a Stuart sympathiser, owner of an unofficial post-office near Inverness, interrupted his letters. The same gentleman received his come-uppance after the 1715 Rebellion, when Sir Robert used his influence to have him proscribed. By this stage Sir Robert and Mary were happily married.

Colin Mackenzie of Mountgerald must have purchased Woodlands too, for in 1726 he built Woodlands House. Woodlands may be Meikle Clynes of old. Clyne Cottage is at the Woodlands turning.

Woodlands farm consists of 300 acres arable, 300 acres pastoral, including Bogandurie.

PW McCallum's brother, Muir, came with his family to Woodlands pre 1919. He may have taken over from a Mr. Douglas. Muir McCallum died in 1929/30 and Duncan, one of four sons, took charge. His brother, Muir, who was born at Woodlands in 1919, in turn succeeded him and is there in 1992.

The five McCallum children travelled to Kiltearn School by horse and trap, tying the pony up at Joey Jack's croft opposite the school.

The McCallums built up a highly reputed Cheviot flock, using ewes from Sutherland. There were also pigs. The other brothers, Peter and Gordon went to Dunglass Farm and Belnaduthy Farm respectively. Muir married George McCallum's widow, Daphne.

The son of a cattleman, Sneddon, drowned in Clyne burn by the railway bridge when it was in spate some years after the WW2.

The farm is much the same in 1991 as it was in 1930s except for the staff. At that time there was a shepherd and a cattleman, 3 horsemen, 2 labourers and 2 servants. Now there are 1;6 men and occasional contractors.

The Cassie family at one time had 3 brothers and their father working there Bob, Alec and Harry. Harry transferred from Lemlair to take over from his father.

****************************************************************************

Harry Cassie recollects that his first wage was 15 shillings a week, increasing to 25 shillings when he went onto cattle. The working day in winter commenced at 6.30 am. Breakfast of brose would be around 8 am, dinner from around 11 am, for an hour or more, depending on how long the cattle were feeding. Tea was at 3 pm and work stopped at 5 pm. The cattle needed checking again around 8 pm.

****************************************************************************

BOGANDURIE

'Boggindurie' receives a mention in the 1776 Foulis entail when "a just and equal half of the moss" is claimed.

The famous strongman of the Munros, Rob Mor Rearchar, moved here from Loch Glass side in the eighteenth century. A Donald Maclennan was a tenant in 1845. The place is long deserted and only a few traces of buildings remain. A grandmother of Duncan Fraser (ex Knockancurin) lived there and his aunt Maggie was born there. In the 1895 Commission it was stated that it was not a suitable place for crofting.

Ann MacDonald, Evanton, traces her family back via Bogandurie to those who left Loch Glass side for Bogandurie and came to Evanton in the 1910 settlement. The evictions from there took place when it was part of Mountgerald estate. The land today is cattle grazing for Woodlands Farm.

Munro had a sawmill here after the WW2, also at Fluchlady.

FLUCHLADY

Fliuch Leathadaidh = wet hillside

Alec Maclennan, 'The Taller', was the last tenant at the top of Fluchlady. He remembered earning £7 for 6 months labour and buying all his groceries on tick. His croft is now worked by Murray. Hugh Sinclair and family were in the cottage below. He drowned in a river. A MacRitchie lived there too, working at Reith and Anderson and doing clippings. Bains were in the main house. Johnny Bain worked on Evanton RAF camp, 'Old' Mrs Bain was the last occupant, leaving for Invergordon in the 1960s.

Woodlands have a sheep dip below there today. A ruined building c8m * 5m at top right of field by track up to Fluchlady, (not marked on 2 1/2 inch OS Map) may have been a sheep fank.

PELAIG

112 acres.

Pelaig is Pictish for Water Sprite. The land is very wet and it is said that Donald Fraser spent half his life digging drains and relaying tiles.

Ken Humphreys, grandson of PW McCallum, was a tenant at Pelaig for 30 years before buying it. In 1958 he was able to buy, with the £1000 received in his father's will, a tractor for £650 and a bailer for £350. Since 1964 he has always had another full-time job, it not being possible to survive on a small farm. He has occasional help from George Morrison, son of the former Lemlair grieve. They keep 20 cows and 180 ewes.

17 acres have been planted on the perimeter and steeper, wetter parts as part of the Farm Woodlands Scheme, for shelter-belt and amenity.

Ken founded the Mid Ross Young Farmers' Club in 1954.

CULBIN

The last shepherds living here were Duncan MacGregor, who died young, and whose sister Ina married his successor, Johnny Ray. He was followed in turn by MacDonald, then Bobby Budge.

Culbin was part of the Foulis Castle farm, latterly farmed by James

D. Laurie. Foulis sold it to the Forestry Commission, who sold the farm to Geordie Mundle. It is currently owned by Cameron, ex Glen Nevis, who also has farm in Gairloch, Helensburgh and is only up occasionally. Mark Foster from Yorkshire is the farm manager.

There are around 100 acres arable plus land reclaimed from the hill.

GENERAL

People

Many workers from the area emigrated to the 'colonies'; the Williams, who were at Clyne Cottage, went to Australia; a Mackenzie went to Canada. Sutherland, from Pelaig went to the Falkland Islands. Others went and returned, such as Johnny Ross, shepherd, who was in Patagonia.

Horses

A suitable stallion would be chosen by a panel of local farmers, then brought up by a groom by train from Glasgow. 70 to 80 mares were covered between April and July. The groom came every 10 days and gave one free service in return for his overnight keep.

Horses suffered a lot from grass fever, for which there was no cure, and 5 died within a short period. Bunty Ross recollects how, when cutting the thistles, one of the pair of Clydesdales started going hell-for-leather, sweating and foaming. The vet said he could last a few days or 6 weeks, He lasted 6 weeks, by which time he was mere skin and bones.

Sheep

Disease among sheep was less common than today. Shepherds were expected to care for sick sheep and the vets knew little about them until Quite recently. Caesarian sections have become more common.

Snow

Heavy snow was quite common. Bunty Ross twice had to dig sheep out of the snow. On neither occasion were there any fatalities.

Thrashing

Lemlair had a main dam and a reserve dam for thrashing and bruising. The water wheel was followed by paraffin. Woodlands had a turbine. Ardullie a wheel, There had been a mill on the Clyne Burn at Woodlands for many centuries, but has long since disappeared.

Electricity

Lemlair had electricity in 1947, Pelaig in 1958. Prior to that they had to pump water for the bath by hand. One bath required 400 pumps.

Holidays

Labourers received days off for the Sacraments and three or four at New Year. Holidays came in after WW2. Bunty Ross recollects that even though there were no holidays as such, days could be taken off as needed. His father never took holidays and did not travel far to visit people. And yet he had gone to America for 10 years when young and often said he would like to go back,

Pranks and Pastimes

Lads would wait up at night with a mare that was due to foal. No payment was expected. One night two were sitting up at Halloween and were joined by some others in telling ghost stories. These others decided to play a prank, making a turnip lantern and raising it above the wail. 'Jesus loves me', cried one, as they both ran for their lives.

Ratting was a favourite pursuit after dark and was done using sticks and dogs. Rats thrived on the corn (oats) in the stackyards and on the granary floors. A rat once ran up Harry Cassie's leg.

Cricket and Football was played at Mount Gerald, also quoits with horse shoes. Foulis too had a football team. Bunty Ross, shepherd, recollects, however, that they had little time or energy left to take part in sports.

Entertainment

There were no dances on the estate. People would go through to films in Dingwall and in Evanton. It was normal to do the rounds of all the local farms at Hogmanay.

Drink

Whisky was hard to come by during the war and long queuing was necessary. Privately distilled, illicit whisky, could be obtained if one was in the know.

There would be very little drinking normally but on Sale Days the staff would receive El and have a good time. On Saturday night a duplicate bus was needed for the run from Dingwall to Waterloo, to let off all those returning from films and the pub to Mountgerald, Lemlair, Woodlands, Culbin and Fluchlady.

Travelling people would pass by. 'Black bulls' they were called and they would sleep at the larch bridge. One lady would complain about her feet and ask for meths, which was suspected to be for drinking.

The Sabbath

Rev. Archibald Campbell Preached at Lemlair School some Sundays and there would be over 20 present, He once preached against those who had started to harvest on a Sunday, and it was clear to whom he was referring.

Looking back, Bunty Ross considers that, despite harsher conditions, "People seemed more contented. There was little or no jealousy in those days."

(Sources Ken Humphreys; Muir McCallum; Rory McCallum; Henry Cassie; Bunty Ross; Hector Munro; Eddie Gordon; Maisie Woodham; 'History of the Munros', A. Mackenzie; 'Highland Stories and Legends', 0tta Swire; St. Mary's Eskadale booklet; Clan Munro magazine; Inverness. Courier, Inverness Journal)
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DRUMMOND

Drummond Village

The village of Drummond ('Low Ridge') grew as a ferm-toun to the farm, which was part of Foulis Estate.

The early Parish records show that in 1702 Donald Munro, a tailor in Drummond and his wife Isobel from adjacent Mulinearan had a son Robert. In 1746 Hector Munro, a labourer at Drummond, and his wife Anne, had a son Robert. In 1753 Andrew Mackenzie, merchant, had a daughter Margaret and in 1766 Alex Morrison, a cooper, had a daughter, Katherine. Another merchant, Alex Ross, had a daughter, Katherine in 1733, a dyer, Robert Findlater, a son, William, the following year. In 1785 Mary, wife of tailor William Munro, gave birth to a son, Donald. In 1791 the grieve was David Cumming, who had a son, John.

Marriages listed in the eighteenth century at Drummond included Christian Mackenzie (1709), Hector Munro, labourer (1744), Marjory Finlayson (1764), Jannet Beaton, servant to Robert Finlater in Drummond (1785), In 1802 Donald Munro, shoemaker at Drummond married Janet Munro.

In the late 1700s Rev. Harry Robertson reported "there is only one small village in the parish, called Drummond, situated in a level field contiguous to the river Skiack. The village is yet in its infancy; but as the situation of it is centrical and agreeable, being on the post-road between Dingwall and Novar Inn, there is every reason to believe that it will increase in a few years. At present there is a public house, 2 shop​keepers, a dyer of woolen stuffs, who keeps a press and scouring-mill; a few other mechanics. Two fairs or markets are held here annually; the one early in June, the other the first week in December(the 'Goose Market'), where black cattle and other commodities are sold
 Adjoining to the village is the parish school, which is commonly attended by 60 to 80 children, and often by a much greater number,"

(1st Statistical Account, c 1792)

At the 1841 census the district including Drummond, Drummond Village, Katewell, Knockancurin and Teanord had 85 females and 94 males in 37 houses. Heads of household included 4 woodworkers, 4 wrights, a weaver, miller, sawmiller, mason, blacksmith and 2 apprentices, a vintner, 3 farmers, a factor, 16 agricultural labourers, 14 farm servants, a shepherd, a gardener and 5 spinsters.

In 1845 among the tenants were Alex Munro, smith ; Rev. Duncan Campbell, Drummond Cottage. (Campbell had left the Parish Church and the manse at Kiltearn at the Disruption of 184:3. The Free Church Manse was probably still under construction). Kenneth McIntosh was at Duiebridge Croft for 19 years; it was he who built the house there. (Ref, John Munro VI, Knockancurin)

Drummond Inn in 1881 was run by Roderick and Joanna Young.

The current farm-house was built in 1894 for £805; the garden wall for £50. The old farm-house was turned into cottages. (These were demolished after boys set fire to them in the early 1970s.)

In September 1902 James Moore died aged 34. The Ross-shire Journal reported that he had not been active in public affairs.

In 1910 the mill at Drummond was still in operation but the proprietor, in a joint case with the mill at Katewell, lost a claim for compensation by Sir Hector Munro of Foulis.

During the Depression the price on potatoes fell to 6d per hundredweight, Donald Hugh Moore, younger brother to James, offered them free of charge to the villagers but they asked for them to be transported. Instead he took them and dumped them in the sea!

The working day was 10 hours a day before war. Pay was about £1 per week plus meal, coal, milk and potatoes,

****************************************************************************

Donald Gallie recollects getting 15 bob a week, then £1.

What were your working hours at Drummond?

"From half past six to half past five - 2 hours for dinner. You had to be in the stable at half past five to gang and feed your horses. All through the year. 10 weeks of the year you did a 10 hour day from 5 to 6, "

Hard work?

"Noo - ach well you know I was young then.

You were out in all weathers - you never bothered getting inside, Ach - it was good."

****************************************************************************

Alan Moore recollects walking the cattle through to Dingwall. In previous times, if they didn't sell there they would go on to Muir of Ord and South.

Tractors were introduced early on. In 1928 during thrashing operations, the big Fowler Steam Engine (from Leeds) caused a fire and most of the Steading is burnt down in 1928. Donald Hugh Moore's clothes caught fire and he was burnt, only one calf was lost in the fire. The steading was replaced with stone and slate steading but Donald Hugh, according to his son Alan, never really got over it, He died in 1940 and his son Alan, aged 24, took over,

Alan Moore bought a Caterpillar tractor in 1940 for £805, which in 1992 is still serviceable.

Some of the scrap from Glenskiach Distillery was bought for Drummond, including the pillars of the verandah of Drummond House.

The main produce throughout this period was Oats, Barley, Wheat, Turnips and some potatoes with approximately 400 breeding ewes and 200 cattle. Before the war there were 8 or more on the farm and 8 farm cottages.

During the war more grain had to be grown. 3 Italian POWs came to help on the farm, also Polish displaced persons and others for drawing potatoes. The farm provided potatoes to the Aerodrome. Two Land Girls worked on the farm, Jessie and a girl from Ullapool. Alan Moore took part in the Home Guard.

In 1955 he bought Drummond, Knockancurin and Achleach from Foulis.

Drummond Farm

William Sim Esq, tenant of Drummond, and his wife Isabella Cobham, had a daughter Mary in 1812 and another, Elizabeth in 1820. In November 1835 John Sim Esq, Drummond, was noted in the Inverness Courier as having received a Game Certificate (Class D). In 1828 the grieve was William Dingwall, whose wife Mary, gave birth in that year to a son, Hugh.

"Mr Sim of Drummond was the first to introduce Ayrshire cattle on a large scale in the parish "and they were found to answer exceedingly well. This gentleman lately introduced some pure short horns." (2nd Stat. Account) "The first flour mill in the country was erected in 1821 by Mr Sim. It is driven by the water of the Skiach" (2nd Stat. Acc.)

William Sim, J.P, farmer, Drummond died in 1854. His children died aged 70, 23, 28, 22, 50, 10, 50, 5, 62, 18 respectively. All are buried at Kiltearn.

By 1860 Alexander Allan was at Drummond Farm.

In June 1877: "The farm of Drummond on the Foulis Estate is as yet in a transitional estate, Provost Mitchell, Dingwall having only tenanted it for 4 years
Great improvements have been completed. Already it seems as if a magic wand had been waved over the nicely situated and prospectively spread farm."

"The proprietor allowed £2000 for the erection of a new steading and 2 cottages but about £300 more was required to complete them.

The hewn white freestone was quarried in the neighbouring farm of Teanord. Several new farm roads.... great work done in draining and fencing and in the introduction of water."
"The greater number of the farm servants are accommodated in the old Drummond village."
"The order of cultivation followed is a combination of the 5 and 6 shift. Each acre receives, in addition to the ordinary farm-yard manure, from 8 to 10 cwt of artificial manure, including 1/2 cwt of nitrate of soda and 1 1/2 cwt of guano."

"Only 7 or 8 cows are kept for supplying milk to the work people and raising a few calves; 40 to 50 young stock to take the place of bullocks in the feeding byre when the latter are disposed of in early winter and spring; about 400 wedders and hogs are wintered on turnips, the wedders being sold when fat, the hogs being carried on to grass; a large number of pigs are also fed off yearly."

The farm is worked by 5 pairs of strongly-built and well-matched horses, aided, during busy times, by growing animals of 3 to 4 years old." (Ross-shire Journal).

In 1878 Andrew Manson, ploughman at Drummond, using a high-cutter, was beaten into fourth place at the annual Kiltearn Ploughing Match by ploughmen from Woodlands, Ardullie and Knockrash. The horses from Drummond, as well as those from half a dozen other farms in the parish, were seen as particularly worthy of note. A Mr Maculloch, Drummond, (manager/tenant?) was present at the match.

In June 1882 Hector Munro, Drummond, was involved in a serious accident on the farm.

In 1887 James Moore arrived from Caithness aged 19 to take on the tenancy of the Farm.

The House at Knockancurin was inhabited to 1960 by Sandy Brodie. It was then left vacant and the double roof was not regularly cleared of the build-up of leaves. In time the roof collapsed and in 1989 the building was demolished.

The Steading stones from Achleach were removed to Drummond. The last tenants at Corriefoulis were Campbells in the 30s; the place was then left to become derelict and Alan Moore took out the gable ends to create sheds.

Today Drummond is 375 acres. The big field in the loop of the road is 99,5 acres of Grade 1 land. Alan Moore cut all the trees around the field to let more day-light in. There is a mound in the field, reputedly an old monastery, (See Monuments Record, reference no 86), In 1888 Reverend William Watson found 2 cists, each with an inhumation (body), one with an urn, in the mound.

Alan Moore recollects the Old Well Tobar Uamhach on the way to Katewell as never running dry and having lovely water; he used to catch trout (2-3 lbs) in a nearby ditch.

Alasdair McArthur, who married Alan Moore's daughter Judy, started work on the farm in 1980. Alan Moore died in 1991 aged 75.

Adrian Clark March 1992

EVANTON ORAL HISTORY PROJECT
KATEWELL

Name

In 1369 it was referred to as Keatwell and Catuell; 1479 Catoll; 1608 Keatoll; at other times variously Ketwal, Cathwall, Ketwell, Katwall, Catewall. There are various theories as to the origin and meaning of the name. Professor Watson mentions the Norse Kvi (a fold) and dalr (dale). Rev. Robertson in the First Statistical Account mentions Kead Vail (Ceud Bhaile), the first town or piece of land possessed by the Earl of Ross. Frank Maclennan refers to a further explanation given in 1960 by a Mrs MacDonald, Evanton: "Mary Queen of Scots, while in the North of Scotland, (in 1562 she was at Inverness) was asked where she would like to rest for the night. She decided on Katewell. So the place was originally called Cead Tholl, or First Choice." The name, however, predates Queen Mary by several centuries.

The Munros

The lands of Keatwell, along with the Tower of Badgarvie and others, were granted by the Earl of Ross to Hugh, 9th Baron of Foulis, in 1369.

Milntown of Katewell

Alexander Mackenzie writes in the History of the Munros of Hector Munro, third son of Hugh Munro of Ferrytown of Obsdale, as the first of the family. Three of his four sons entered the Church, Robert was minister at Rosskeen, Hector in Loth, Sutherlandshire; Alexander a successful minister to the 'heathens' of Durness from 1620 to 1653, succeeded by his son Hugh. Another grandson, Hector, fell at the battle of Philiphaugh in 1645; his brother, John, converted to the Presbyterian Church at the height of its persecution.

Hector's son, Hugh, was succeeded by his second son Robert, whose eldest daughter Janet succeeded him. Her son and heir, John Munro was active in the Kiltearn Kirk Session and in 1710 was appointed "informer" regarding the behaviour of the people in his district. He appears to have sold or

alienated the estate because his only son Robert was known as Rob Mor Rhifhearchar, after the settlement on the East of Loch Glass. Rob Mor was a man of great strength and bravery. He ended his days at Boginturie, where his son Donald also resided all his life.

Milton of Katewell reverted to Foulis in 1792 "by purchase from a descendant in Jamaica, where Munro College perpetuates his name" (R.W.Munro)

Munros of Katewell

Alexander Mackenzie gives George Munro, fifth son of Robert Munro, (14th Baron of Fowlis), as the first Munro of Katewell. He was succeeded by his third and only surviving son David, who married the grandson of Hector Munro 1 of Milntown of Katewell (above).

His third son, Andrew, fought under General Sir George Munro 1 of Newmore, fought as Major at the battle of Preston in 1648, was taken prisoner and banished to Virginia, America. Having escaped he settled in Northumberland County, Virginia. It is believed that he is the ancestor of President James Monroe of USA (see below).

Andrew's eldest brother, George, succeeded their father. During his time the lands of Katewell appear to have passed into the possession of Sir Harry Munro, 25th Baron of Fowlis. His son George was a farmer at Techait and Kellaig (Pellaig?)

Some Past Inhabitants 
A Robert Douglas, Katwell, had a son, Christian in 1703.

A William McKinley, Katewell, had a son, Donald, in 1704.

An Alexander Munro (alias McRory), Katewell, had a daughter, Isabella, in 1765.

In 1767 Mary Mackintosh, Katewell, was married to George Munro, servant to Inchcoulter.

In 1769 John McDonald, milner at Katewell, was married at Foulis Castle to Anne Ross, servant at Foulis.

In 1773 Duncan Douglas, tacksman at Katewell, was witness to the birth of Robert Ross, Culcairn.

Also in 1773 Anne Munro, Katewell, was married to John Munro, miller at Teanrivan.

A William Munro, Katewell died in April 1786 and was buried at Kiltearn. John Kemp, shoemaker at Catewell, had a son, Alex. in 1792.

(Note: The early parish records do not normally give the name of the mother)

In 1803 Alexander Maclennan, shoemaker at Ketwall, was married to Mary Dingwall.

Roderick Cross, miller at Ketwall, and his wife Ann Rose, had a son, William, in 1826.

John Mackay, thatcher at Katewell, and his wife Helen Mackenzie, had a son, William, in 1842.

In 1844 James Sellar, millwright at Katewell, was married to Jenat McKenzie, Ault derg.

The Mill

There was a Meal Mill where Howden's house and Milton of Katewell Steading stand today. It is shown on the 1906 Ordnance Survey maps. In 1769 the miller was John MacDonald (see above).

In 1810 the Ross-shire Journal reported a 'Peculiar Action' in the Court Session against Sir Hector Munro concerning 'Mill Services in Knaveships and Bannocks'. The pursuers claimed that Foulis was bound to pay the proprietors of the mills of Catwell and Drummond certain sums in victuals and money in lieu of the mill services, in knaveships and bannocks and other duties and casualties belonging to the millers together with £2 3s 4d in lieu of wood for maintenance and construction of mill wheels and £1 lls 91/2d in lieu of carriage.... the keeping of the mill lade and drawing of millstones 
in terms of the deed of 1850. They sought £44 ls 51/2d; In 1909 Foulis had repudiated liability for any further payments. Lord Skerrington sustained the defender's plea, who maintained that he did not represent his grandfather, Sir Charles Munro.

Brodie was the last meal miller. His son Alexander worked at the Distillery; his grandson Donald Alexander 'Jake' Brodie is employed at Drummond Farm. He has no further information or mementoes.

The mill was burnt down in
when the Brodies were there.

There was an electricity turbine below the mill. The power line crossed under the field to the Glen Skiach Distillery.

The Estate

In 1927 the estate was 16 acres and 551 parts and belonged to John Ross of Glenskiach Distillery Company Limited, which was then in voluntary liquidation. The liquidation document refers to the stipend being 8 stone and 9 pounds of oats, 5 bushels and 2 quarts of barley of which One stone 5 pounds of oats and 3 pecks and 3 tenths of a quart of barley was due to the subjects. The land tax was 3 shillings and 11 pence.

Milton of Katewell

A widow, Mrs Ross and 2 "delicate daughters" were living there in the 50s, in very basic conditions.

The current owner is Mrs Eppie Buist, widow of Lt. Commander Malcolm Buist; daughter of Sir Robert Brooke. Her mother bought it from Ross. Mrs Buist has kennels. (See Interview)

Little Katewell cottages were a steading/byre.

John Ross, distillery manager, had pigs there; they fed on the draft from the distillery. Sometimes used as a holiday cottage.

Riverside Cottage

Was the miller's house. Jimmy Angus, farm labourer, lived here for many years and his wife died here (See Interview). He worked for Eppie Buist. It was bought by Lynda Morris in late 80's from Eppie Buist and extensively modified in 1991.

Mains

Jack Ross farmed here. Donny Cronken (Knockancuirn) grew barley here. It is currently used for sheep by Jim Howden.

Footbridge

At the turn of the century the Kiltearn School Board frequently discussed the improvement of the pathway from Swordale to Kiltearn. After Major Jackson of Swordale was posthumously successful in getting a school established at Swordale the bridge would have been used less. It is marked on the 1906 OS Map, so too the ford.

Old buildings

The remains of 2 buildings are visible on the North side of the River at Milton of Katewell. These are marked on the 1874-5 Ordnance Survey Map but are ruins by the time of the 1906 Map.

(West)Katewell

Foulis Estate.

In 1875 and 1906 4 buildings stood at 'Katewell'

Maim Macleod lived in the Red House, looking after her father Neil; she was the 'whipper in' (compulsory officer) for the School. She married Jock Mackintosh who worked at the garage. Her brother Dan "Jack Johnson", a big man, died in Gold Coast of black fever c 1930. The house had a dirt floor up to the 30s. Water was fetched from the well; a cow and a calf were kept in the byre by the river Skiach. A nearby river pool is named 'Neil's Pool'. There is reportedly a graveyard on the grounds.

Home of Mary and Angus Macleod in 1990s. Installed solar panels. ‘Northern Lights’‘Stained glass’ workshop.

* * * * *

EVANTON ORAL HISTORY PROJECT
NOVAR ESTATE

The General's Improvements

Sir George Steuart Mackenzie, in A General Survey of the Counties of Ross & Cromarty 1810 described the improvements of the late General Sir Hector Munro, 8th of Novar (see Kiltearn Gentry). "Although the money which they cost was not always well applied, were executed in a style, and on a scale beyond any which people in this remote corner could have imagined. The soil about Novar is exceedingly bad but wood thrives well on it, and, by dint of cash, it has been forced to yield corn and grass. During Sir Hector's lifetime, he expended upwards of £120,000 on the place of Novar, which I believe does not return a quarter per cent."

"The place is pretty though much spoiled by innumerable rows of gate pillars, besides a number of fantastic statues and buildings stuck upon every eminence. The imitation of a village has been erected on the top of an almost inaccessible hill, and it has been painted white in order to contrast it with the sombre firs that surround it. The view from the house is exceedingly fine; it was opened by removing a pretty extensive rising ground, which interrupted the view of Cromarty. From one or two points Novar looks beautiful, and on the whole may be called a fine place."

Sir Hector was the first to develop the forestry at Novar on a significant

scale (see below).

The General was succeeded in 1806 by his brother, Alexander, who became Consul-General of Madrid and Customs Commissioner. "The seat of Sir Alexander Munro...is a patched house, the additions having completed a square, in which there is a great deal of accommodation. Although few admire the yellow colour which is laid upon the walls, or the contrast excited by a great many white chimney tops, yet the reception which strangers meet with when the family is at home, soon effaces the recollections of the bad taste of the builder, the late Sir Hector Munro."(op.cit.)

Sir Alexander was succeeded by his son, Hugh Andrew Johnstone Munro. Hugh purchased the lands of Evanton from Inchcoulter in 1838 as well as Assynt and part of Swordale. A devotee of the arts, he built up a valuable collection of paintings "The Novar Collection", which included 32 watercolours by Turner, a good friend of Hugh's, as well as paintings by Gainsborough, Hogarth and Reynolds. These were mostly sold in 1878, ten years after Hugh's death, by his nephew Henry Butler-Johnstone. Meanwhile the entailed part of the estate passed to Hugh's cousin, Lt.Colonel Robert Munro-Ferguson of Raith, born in 1802, eldest son of the General's natural daughter Jane. He was an MP for Kircaldy Burghs in 1841.

Donald Crawford born in 1860, Robert's son, succeeded and was to become Lord Novar KT, PC, CCMG  and Governor General of Australia (cf)

His passion was forestry and his ashes were scattered amidst the trees that he had planted at Novar. In 1882 he bought the disentailed parts of the estate from his cousin, Henry. He died in 1936.

Alastair MacDonald remembers that " When we were boys he used to pick one of us to go with him. He would have a bill-hook and he would show you which tree to mark for to come out. We used to dread that us boys, to be picked to go with him - we didn't like it. But he was a nice man. And at the year's end he would run a dance in the Recreation room and at New Year time he would always give you so much meat, you know.

And Lady Novar?

Yes I did that with her as well. When he died she used to come and do the same thing,"

Lady Novar, GBE, LLB, 1865-1941

Her memorial at Novar, shared with her husband, reads "In the service of others her life was spent". She was involved in running the estate after Lord Novar's death. She lived in Raith and visited a couple of times pa. (See 'Gentry')

Arthur Brocklehurst Luttrell Munro-Ferguson

Took over in 1951 having served in army and studying at University (Cambridge BA; Aberdeen BSc. Forestry). A grand nephew of Lord Novar who had no offspring, his grandmother was Lord Novar's sister who married Luttrell of Dunster castle. A more direct heir, the son of his brother Robert, lived in America and declined the position.

Married Jane Beatrice Reynolds.

In 1992 Novar Estate is divided between: ABL Munro-Ferguson and his sons Ronald (residing at Fyrish) and Richard (at Raith); Milton Trust; Novar 1980 Trust; Boglily Trust (Glen Glass Public Hall); Abbotshall Evanton Ltd; Torlain Farming Co.; Novar Estates (1965) - Lease of Saw Mill

The Gardens

The Walled Garden had always been beautifully kept. ABL Ferguson has transformed the gardens. (SA). The lakes were put in by ABL.

Forestry

General Sir Hector Munro laid out the policy parks, introduced Douglas pine from N. America and various other species. Hugh Munro developed the forestry further from c1830 -1850.

In 1819, Larch, Spruce and Scots Fir were for sale. In March 1833, 8 to 10 acres of large sized Scots Fir was advertised along with some horses. (Apply James Jack, Novar)

Lord Novar resumed extensions in 1881. The 1899 Professor Schlich's Working Plan showed 3997 acres of which 868 older conifers, 56 older hardwoods, 1813 younger conifers, 6 young hardwoods, 989 temporarily unstocked, 266 excluded. The Gales of 1893-4 had overthrown 55,000 trees, more than half the numbers of old coniferous woods. Damage had also been caused by Larch disease/redrot, squirrels, ground game, pine weevils, pine shoot moth, pine beetle and insufficient drainage.

Larch, oak and elm went to Sunderland for boat-building, Scots Fir to Wick for fish barrels, small oaks were purchased by cartwrights. From 1890 most wood went to Aberdeen in the form of boards for box-making, pit sleepers or paving blocks; Highland railway for sleepers, fencing or the construction of wagons.

The Swapoch Beech belt is named after the celebrated forestry expert.

The Working Plan of 1899 identified an "Abundance of local labour available for planting work at the rate of 17s. or 18s. a week; men employed in the manufacture of timber receiving from 18s. to 20s. a week. In order to avoid loss of time in going to and from work, the building and furnishing of suitable bothies near some of the more remote woods has been undertaken"

The Plan set out an Average annual felling of 37 acres, experimentation with natural regeneration, and comparison of notching and pitting. The principal tree was to be Scots Fir with an even distribution of Larch, also spruce in low, moist localities, Douglas Fir "which presents a very encouraging appearance at Novar", Weymouth (white) pine, with hardwoods confined to lower ground. "The number of species planted together should not normally exceed two".

The Ross-shire Journal reported in March 1902 that "The work of afforesting goes on rapidly...Large trees are cut down and converted by carts and traction engines to sawmills and elsewhere. Countless thousands of small plants are put in place of trees removed."

The last of older woods were due to be felled by 1936, younger plantations not until 1960. The Wars interfered drastically with the harvesting plans. In World War Two 1400 acres of forestry were felled and in 1950, when Archie Munro took over as head forester from Frank Henderson, there were only 1841 acres. By 1976 he had built this up to 9500 acres. In 1950 he had the assistance of Ukrainian displaced persons, camped at Brahan. They helped to build new roads and worked in the nursery. "They were the best workers ever", Archie recalls.

In 1991 Novar had around 9000 acres under forestry. Most recent plantings come under the Milton Trust.

Saw-Mills

A Steam Saw-Mill was introduced at the end of the 19th century. There was then a considerable demand for manufactured timber almost entirely superseding timber sold as log. A Creosoting Plant was erected in 1893. An 8 HP traction engine was added in 1897 and a Universal Wood-Worker and Band-Saw in 1898. The old mill was on site of the current mill,

In the late 50s 'ABL' set up the Estate's own large saw-mill in a disused RAF hangar (now Cromarty Firth Engineering) on the Aerodrome that Novar had acquired in 1958. The mill was a Link machine from Germany, costing £5​7000. It employed around 30 men for 8 to 10 years. Long haulage was a disincentive.

The business was mainly pit props and was moved by Mitchell's transport. Nowadays most wood is sold 'in the round' to Tullochs (Nairn), Dingwall Saw Mill, and Jones (Dingwall).

Stan Armstrong, head forester 1976 to 1992, reintroduced a smaller saw-mill to deal with the lower quality wood. It currently employs 4 to 6 men and a JCB driver. Novar recently sold their bulldozer but they hire it back with the same driver.

In 1991 Hector Campbell is engaged as permanent contractor with 5 men. Previously Ivy Munro and Willie Christie provided the same service, ABL insisted on employing local contractors rather than selling wood standing. "He could Just as well have said we don't need to take on people" (SA)

Sandy Bethune recalls the sawmills up in Moultavie and the one down below the mansion house in Dalgheal. In 1928 he followed his father into the trade.

"Did your father encourage you to go into the sawmill?

Well the saw-miller himself. AB Munro the timber merchant, they asked him first like and then they came to me. I was always back and forth the sawmills before. It was an old steam engine then.

What was your first Job in the sawmill?

What they call tailing, picking behind the saw, the wood coming through.

Do you remember what your first pay was?

18 shillings a week. We were paid by the month - £3 12/- a month.

That was better than some?

Oh aye. I think it went up to £1 a week but that was well on.

How many were working in the sawmills?

5 or 6 when I started. There were what you called the big end for cutting the big stuff and the small end for cutting the small stuff - staves for making the barrels.

What were the safety arrangements like?

Quite good. They used to come round regularly, the factory inspectors. But not like they are now. They have everything now, safety boots, safety hats and everything.

Were there any serious accidents when you were there?

A few cuts like. One chappie, Manson from Alness, when I was there cut the two fingers off. There were a few cuts and fingers off but nothing serious. Ach they never thought much of them then. They got a cut but they just bandaged it up and that was that.

You used to go up to Moultavie as well?

Yes. Up there by 7 O'Clock in the morning. The whistle would go - on the engine, the steam whistle. My father was on the engine, what they call fireman on the engine. He used to leave here at about 5 O'Clock in the morning some mornings. He had to get steam up before 7 O'Clock - even in the winter. There were some tough times but you were young then - you never thought anything about it.

Your father was there until he retired?

Yes. He was living here in the top house for quite a while after he retired before he went to live in the village. He was 86 when he died.

He had the house here for some years?

Yes a free house on the Estate. Ach they are very good here. I don't know it mightn't last....

Do you remember Lord Novar?

Yes oh fine that, old Lord Novar and his wife Lady Ellen. He was a grand sort too.

Did he spend time in the sawmills?

No, he would take a walk around them. No he was always out in the wood.

When did the sawmills come under Novar’s ownership?

It was during the war that we shifted into Novar Estate but we were still working Novar like all that time. I think they had a mill many, many years ago. They had a bobbin mill just before you go into the village, near the station. They used to make these bobbins for the jute mills. I think it was run by the estate.

Did the production vary much from year to year?

Oh yes. Stuff was going away regular and the wood to the farms, Tain, Brora, Golspie. Before it was the hand-crank for putting the wood through the saw. Now it's all mechanised, it's electric now of course. One block is cut into so many bits in the one movement, whereas before every one was single.

They were lean years before the war and you had to take a Job elsewhere? I started at Novar again at the end of 1947.

Was it the same sawmill?

Yes more or less the same, over there at Dalgheal.

I liked the noise of the saws. It's all changed now, the cutting of the wood has all changed. "

*****************************************************************************
Tenants

In March 1820 Farms at Novar and Culcairn were advertised to let:

Novar
Tenant
Arable
Past,
Wood
Total 
Wester Lealty
Donald Munro
31
37
6
76
(inc.Tulloch)

E.Teaninich
Alex Munro
54
15
3
70
W.Teaninich
James Munro
48
20
10
80
Culcairn

Drumvaich, Moultavie
33
18
0
52
Balnashovaig, Balnafoie
40
21
0
62
Balnacraig, Balnacruive
63
94
35
193
Contullich etc
53
72
0
126
(Applications to James Aird, Ground Officer).

"One of the safest and best winterings for sheep in the North of Scotland."

In the early twentieth century Novar estate had many farming and crofting tenants. Currently there is only "DD" Munro at Assynt Farm , with a substantial folding. Willie John Urquhart at Culcraggie and Willie Munro at Clashnabuiac, also have a few acres each. (See Interviews)

Fyrish Farm was tenanted earlier.

Crofts

The last crofters on Glen Glass were Hector and Alice Macleod, at West End until the mid 1970s. "It was too remote and they moved to the Estate, " (RM​F). Most were better than crofts. People left mainly in the 30s. (See 'Glen Glass')

The last remaining croft in Alness parish (Kiltearn has none) is at Glaick, held by Bill Smart (father Bill McMail). (See 'Boath')

Farm

In 1991 Novar estate rents 170 acres farmland from Highland Deephaven. There are 750 acres of farmland inclusive. The farm is reducing in 1991/2 to 200 acres, to include more land for Dairy and set-aside. There is already a lot less crop than in the past. Hedges and dykes have been substantially increased. There is still grain and grass for grazing. There were 5 at the farm; now 3. Labour used to be one fifth of fixed costs, currently it is one half. (R11-F)

There has been a Dairy since early 1970s. The old one at the Camp in hangar. It now employs 2 permanent and people from the farm and has 180 cows and approx. 40 dry cows.

There was a short-lived Pig Farm at Newton of Novar in 1990-91, Ronald's venture. It broke even in the first year, with an average of 10% piglets per sow. c200 sows. There was general surprise when it was closed down.

Machinery

The first tractor came in before WW2. Prior to that horses were used for everything. Clydesdale horses were kept on the park until 1975.

Employees

Dora Masson, who took over as Novar book-keeper from Nancy Campbell in 1935, earned 35 shillings a week.

Wildlife

Pine martins are now seen near the gates, not having been seen on the estate until 2 years ago. Their emergence is due to thick planting and a lack of keepers. Pine martins go for hens and grouse but they also keep the rabbits down. There are signs of badgers coming back on badger hill behind Novar House but these are not a cause for concern. Stan Armstrong saw wildcat and 6 kittens crossing the Glen Glass road in late 1980s.

Rabbits are generally on the increase but they are keeping them in check on Novar. Wilf Wright, ex keeper, at 81 still does the rabbit hunting and is still a good shot. (See Interview).

Sporting

It used to be a "tremendous sporting estate, especially for grouse."(RM-F) At the turn of the century 2-3000 grouse were shot a year. By 1936 the grouse had gone. There was a recovery in the 1960s but subsequent decline. There are now plans to improve the grouse-moor and restore the grouse. There were very few deer earlier; now they are "over-run by deer"(RM-F). This is largely due to afforestation. Roe deer are still shot by visiting parties of mainly Scandinavians, Germans and Italians, who stay in the holiday homes.

Other shifts in wildlife include a decrease in capercaillie, grouse, wild partridges and more foxes.

	Date
	Grse
	BlkGrse
	Partr
	Pheas
	Woodcck
	CaperC
	W.Duck
	Snipe
	Hare
	Rabbit
	RoeDeer
	Red Deer
	TOTAL

	1881
	1416
	13
	20
	7
	5
	
	8
	3
	204
	42
	2
	7
	1727

	1891
	4174
	47
	482
	174
	128
	
	15
	19
	590
	88
	15
	
	5732

	1901
	3086
	54
	240
	654
	55
	
	3
	16
	341
	2536
	11
	6
	7002

	1911
	1483
	28
	555
	502
	39
	
	1
	18
	611
	2141
	
	
	5378

	1916
	1726
	16
	36
	165
	25
	
	4
	37
	597
	1459
	35
	33
	4133

	1921
	974
	15
	198
	141
	16
	2
	
	10
	134
	44
	2
	3
	1539

	1931
	1762
	
	88
	23
	23
	6
	
	26
	1041
	6234
	46
	
	9249

	1941
	288
	
	
	4
	4
	15
	
	
	6
	9165
	2
	22
	9506

	1946
	6
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	12097
	2
	6
	12111

	1951
	31
	7
	12
	10
	10
	
	
	1
	6
	4213
	2
	9
	4301


1888.
Sportsmen included Sir James Craig, Sir James Drummond, and Lord W. Cecil

1906:
Lady Suffolk, Colonel Payne

1907:
Lord Fitzhardinge, Earl Berkley, Capt. Trotter

Presents

1931: 269 animals to tenants.

1945: Roe Deer to Postmaster, Evanton.

Lets of Novar

1884: Mr Gross £1650

1885/6: Mr Coombe

1887: Lud Zetland, Mr Young

Season 1939

"Novar House: Large hall with billiard table and 4 public rooms, 11 bedrooms, 1 dining-room, 15 servant's bedrooms, 5 bathrooms, 9 WCs etc, House and office have electric light. 3 motor houses, stable with 4 stalls.

Shootings extend to 17,500 acres of which 12,000 grouse moor, 4,000 woodland, 1,500 arable. "The rabbits, hares and deer are killed by the proprietors to prevent damage to the young plantations but the tenant can shoot as many as he wants." Rent £1500 plus electricity. The proprietors pay 4 gamekeepers, 2 gardeners, 1 housemaid."

Kildermorie

Purchased by Novar from his cousin, Butler Johnston in 1882. 1882 Let = £1620; 1887= £1000.

Date Groue8lacki
Partr
Pheas
Woodck
Caper
W, Duck
Snipe
Hares Rabbits RoeDeer
Red Dr
TOTAL 
1884 1029
32
698
123
8
1
149
404
19
2493
Kildermorie was sold in 1890 to Mr Schoolbred of Wyvis for £31,500.

"We had lost some of its value....since the establishment of Wyvis and (it) had become very late for deer and very difficult to let."

Fish

1896 Alness
Aultgraad = 61 salmon and grilse; 76 sea trout; 1068 brown trout.
Lord Novar didn't mind people taking fish for the pot. He allowed free fishing to Novar Angling Club on Loch Morie, Loch Glass and the Allt Graad, which had its first annual dinner in 1906.

Ronald Munro-Ferguson considers that a major achievement over the past 15 years has been the improvement of the River Alness. Fishing has much improved and is now very good. There has been improvements to the pools and the access. There is a barrage and hatchery on Loch Morie. The estate owns land two fifths of the way up Loch Morie and half of way up Loch Glass.

Stan Armstrong, head forester, says 5000 fish were caught in mid 70s. More recent figures are:
	Year

Salmon
	
	Mouth of Alness

Grilse
Salmon
	Balconie

Grilse
Salmon
	Total

Grilse
	Total
	

	1982
	64
	818
	70
	668
	134
	1486
	1620

	'83
	276
	1240
	167
	1052
	443
	2292
	2735

	'84
	171
	2221
	81
	1254
	252
	3675
	3927

	'85
	64
	485
	59
	591
	123
	1076
	1199

	'86
	126
	892
	150
	798
	276
	1690
	1966

	'87
	53
	150
	140
	366
	193
	516
	709


Stan Armstrong and George Chamier had a 5 year share at mouth of the Alness for £8000 from 1984 but found that it did not pay.

Aerodrome

Novar had bought it back in 1958. It had closed c 1956, when there were still some American balloons.

They shifted the old guard-room to Blackrock Football Pitch as the first club-house. The laird gave a bull-dozer to make the pitch. He rented out the pitch for ld a year.
War-time
Novar House was a recuperation centre in WW1. Wrens were in Novar house in WW2. Navy were in huts. The factor Mr Duds was killed aboard HMS Natal when it blew up in the Firth in WW1. B Camp was built behind Mo Dhachaidh, which was the guard room. Was it ever used?

Ghost

Seen in Novar garden by 2 members of family, once on the raised wall in day-time.

Moultavie

Front door bricked up because of curse placed on the owner's children by man who was tricked out of the lease. (cf WJ Urquhart).

Social

Picnics on Fyrish. Parties at Old Officers' Mess and Hall (now burnt), also in Garage Square and Stable Square at Novar.

Bill Munro the keeper at Culzie Lodge used to hold dances there which Lord Mountgarret would support.

Black Rock Gorge

Estate owns both sides of gorge.

Monuments etc

Burial chambers at Boath provide evidence of high population there 2-3000 years ago. They could grow wheat there in those days; it was a lot warmer. There is evidence of wheat ovens. (RN-U). A stone at Baddans has clear cup marks. Cairns nos. 43, 44 and 48 are to be cleared of timber. No 57 was

narrowly saved from the bull-dozer by Stan Armstrong.

In Fyrish House there is a Marriage Stone set above the fire-place dated 1671, with an Eagle's head and initials IM (Ian Munro?) and CM (Catherine Munro?).

No records appear to exist concerning the Fyrish monument and other follies built in the 1880s. It is doubted whether the side spans of the main monument were ever completed. There are 2 towers on Cat Hill.

There is a painting of Sir Hector Munro with an Indian servant. Most family records are in Raith. Fire at Novar destroyed some.

There used to be a direct road from Novar to Clashnabuiac.

A large Memorial to Lord and Lady Novar stands in the woods behind Novar House.

Listed Buildings Novar House Larch Cottage Garage Square West Main Gates

Holiday Homes

Knockmartin and Tighnacraig in Glenglass- currently on short leases. Wester Lealty, Ballone, Ballavoulen, plus 1.

Loanroidge is to be done up for c £20,000.

Evanton

Novar own the Gulags and Glendale. Most of Evanton comes under Novar feu (since 1838).

Other Properties

Brae Murray was built for ABL's grandmother but she didn't want to live in it and it was converted into flats. Redburn was recently sold to Graham-Stewart.

There have been enquiries about Ardoch and Baddans.

Lynechork and Glenglass school are on the market.

Strone, below Ballavoulen, is on long lease to Mathews; it was a croft, There used to be a cottar's house between Clashnabuiac and the Minister's belt.

Assynt House comes under Assynt Trust (Richard Munro-Ferguson). Teandallon was sold in 1911.

Blackrock caravan park bought land from Novar.

Contullich is separate.

North Clare is sold; South Clare belongs to Novar.

Tallysow (South side) is sold.

Fannyfield was sold to Grant for c £40,000. The garage was a cottage. Swordale belonged to Novar after Bannerman, then sold to Trotter. ABL took it down. The floor went to the Officer's Mess which then became the Scouts Hall, which was burnt down.

Ronald recently sold land South of Allt nan Caorach, which was a grouse moor.

Some of the panelling from Rosehaugh House is in the laird's study and some on the ceiling of the morning room.

Novar weighbridge closed once Tulloch had completed Highland Deephaven pier in mid 1980s.

Vandalism of gates, fences etc is common. A boat was destroyed recently by weighting it with stones.

Parish boundary

Kiltearn/Evanton boundary passes to the west of Tallysow and smithy, up the burn, to the west of Novar House, through Garage Square and Larch Cottage and north by the east of the track to Meann Cnoc monument, then direct south by Lagvoulin to the River Glass, then all the way up the Glass, up the middle of the loch to half way then up to Meall Mor etc.

**************************************************************** "It's devilish what he got off with the laird" (Murdo Macleod)

*************************************************************************** "The laird tried to get people to take on the crofts after the war but they wouldn't"

"The laird is not that restrictive. He normally gives permission to those who ask." (Estate employee)

****************************************************************

Do you know how many would have been working on the Estate? (in the 30s) 

"Oh you have me beat there. They were working the 2 farms then, Fyrish and Novar mains - and the forestry. The keepers - there was the head man Don Patterson, John Bain, Angus Richmond, Murdo Beaton, Alec Ross. Then there were rabbit trappers - that was the great thing with Old Lord Novar - he was death on the rabbits. The keepers, most of the time, were trying to get the rabbit control going, but the rabbits would beat them all the time. Everybody had to do their share of that. There were others - Dad Campbell, Dave MacDonald, big Brock and a man Robertson. That was before the mixie was ever thought of."

(Archie Ross)

***********************************************************************************Yes I seen a big difference when I came back from the war. Parts of it were laying bare. The 'Newfies', the Newfoundlanders, came in and cut big patches of it. There was a big planting for a number of years."

There were displaced persons working there?
Yes I had them at the planting. It was with Archie (Munro) they came (1950). I used to have about 15. There were staying up at Brahan.

There was Yugoslavs, Ukrainians. They were prisoners of war with no place to go. There was one man said he was the mayor of a certain place and he described the British bombing of his place. Novar had them for planting and nursery work. Novar was a busy sort of spot at that time. I always say "I had the cream of Novar"

(Alistair MacDonald)

******************************************************************

EVANTON ORAL HISTORY PROJECT
BALCONIE (Inchcoulter)

Two different pronunciations are heard for Balconie. The emphasis on the second syllable derives from the traditional interpretation as Baile Comhnuidh, the Residence - supposedly erected by the 1st Earl of Ross The early Gaelic form, however, is Bailcnidh, which Professor Watson interpreted as being decisive against bane, a town or stead. He derived it instead from bailc, strong; thus Balconie = 'the strong place'.

Two chapels are mentioned as having been on the estate, St.Monan and St.Ninian's (See 'Church Notes'). Reverend Archibald Campbell used to say that Balconie derived from 'the bay of St.Ninian' and would also point out various oratories where hermits once stayed.

In 1297 the Castle was held for the Patriotic Scots. Earl Hugh Ross, on the 14th June 1333, a few weeks before his death at the Battle of Halidon Hill, discharged at Balconie/Balkenny an annuity payable to Sir William Rose of Kilravock. In 1337 the Earl of Ross granted land at Balconie to Hugh Ross of Balnagowan.

In 1445 James II granted the Barony of Balconie to Beatrice, Countess of Ross.

The Earldom of Ross, which for 200 years had been the most powerful house in Scotland, ceased to exist in 1476. It came into the hands of some MacDonalds and came to be referred to as Baile Comhnuidh Mhic Dhonuill, MacDonald's habitation. Balconie became Munro property by end of that century.

"Mr John Munro of Balcony" is the first so designated. He was the first son by the first marriage of Hugh Munro, a son of George Munro X of Foulis. John studied for the church and took his MA at Aberdeen. In 1498 he was presented to the vicarage of Logie Urquhart. In 1546 he let the Church lands of Fowlis, with the brew-house and croft for 5 marks 2 shillings 8d, a dozen capons and 4 shillings increased rental.

In 1551 Queen Mary presented William Munro, second son of Sir William Munro, 12th baron of Fowlis, to the Chaplaincy of Balconie, "vacated by the decease of Master John Munro." His eldest son John Mor Munro followed, as third of Coul, second of Balconie, who married a grand-daughter of Sir Thomas Urquhart of Cromarty (life model of whom is in Cromarty Court House). His third son Robert became minister of Kiltearn.

John Munro, third of Balconie, was followed by his son Hugh, 3 of whose sons went to the German wars along with their chief Robert Munro XVIII of Fowlis. John was succeeded at his death about 1640 by his son Robert, fifth of Balconie. His only surviving son Donald Munro continued the line which was ended when his son John Munro seventh of Balconie, alienated or sold the lands. (A. Mackenzie)

Balkeny was one of the five farms of Dingwall Castle, of which several Munros were at times governor.

DC Murray writes that "the estate of Balconie was known as Inchculter (Munro Writs 1586) and covered lands between the rivers Sgiach and Allt Grad. In Bishop Forbes' time it had both sides of the latter for some way up. WJ Watson calls Balconie 'Innis a Cheltair', deriving it from culter, being pointed in shape." (OS Notes)

Hugh Miller dated the story of the Lady of Balconie from early 17th century. Frank Maclennan relates that she appears to have been a daughter of a Lord of Balconie. "Her nurse was a witch and secretly trained the girl in the black art." Visitors to the castle, expressing their scepticism at witchcraft, were startled when the young lady magically levitated the castle several feet into the air and after some moments, deposited it safely on its base. Eventually she was taken by he Devil himself at the Blackrock Gorge, where she remains chained in a cave and surrounded by fierce hounds to this day. (See also Hugh Miller ‘Scenes and Legends’)

In 1722 William Robertson, Chapman (trader) in Balcony, craved admittance to the Burgesses and Guild Brethren of Dingwall Borough on payment of £3 Scots as 'scot and lot' for trading.

Rev. Harry Robertson of Kiltearn wrote in the 1790s that "Balconie is a beautiful seat, situated on the banks of the River Skiack, on a fine eminence, which slopes gradually towards the sea. This was formerly one of the seats of the ancient Earls of Ross. "

In April 1731 Inchcoulter sent a letter of apology to the Dingwall Town Council concerning feu duties at the Bog and Kiln of Dingwall, being £9 6s8d Scots.

George Mackenzie, Inchcoulter, was in place in 1775.

Sir George Steuart Mackenzie, Bart. wrote in 1810:"This house, with the estate of Inchcoulter, has been lately purchased by Mr. Fraser, who has made additions to the old building. The situation of the house is good and commands a most beautiful view of the surrounding country."

The same Alexander Fraser (1759 – c1838) was responsible for laying out the village of Evanton which he named after his only son Evan Bailie. (NB It is common for the names Evan and Bailie to be combined). Alexander Fraser had reportedly made a fortune through trading with the West Indies and three streets in Evanton (Camden, Livera and Hermitage) are reportedly named after West Indian Plantations, although supporting information has yet to be found.

In 1816 Alexander Fraser Esq. of Inchcoulter paid £3 13s 6d for a general Game Licence (Inverness Journal).  He was Provost of Dingwall in 1827.

There was a sizeable staff at Inchcoulter as is evidenced by the Old Parish Record. In 1790 a child was born to George Munro, servant; in 1797 to Donald McGillivray, servant to Mr Barclay; in 1799 to Alex Bain, gardener; in 1824 to Alexander Macleod, coachman; in 1825 to Andrew Elder, grieve and to John Munro, gardener. George Smith, a coachman at Balcony, married in 1819. In 1823 the butler John Taint/Tant and his wife Henrietta named their son Evan Bailie Fraser, after the heir to the estate. (They became keepers of the Balconie Inn and “probably died around 1835-7 when apparently there were epidemics of some sort in Evanton. Three of their children appear in the 1841 census, living with John Tant and Hannah Aldred in Edinburgh. The fourth child, Evan Baillie Fraser Tant, was in the employ of the Sinclair family elsewhere in Edinburgh… There was still recently an Evan Baillie Fraser Tant living in Edinburgh” (Alex Dow, personal communication 2007)

Captain Evan Fraser, Inchcoulter, in turn, became proprietor, marrying Jane Christine Nicol in 1838, who in 1839, 1842 and 1843 bore him children named Alexander Thomas, John James and Elma. He became a ‘Collector of Stamps with the Excise Service.

[image: image3.png]
In March 1835 fifteen Acres of Excellent Turnips were advertised for sale at Balcony.

In February 1336 the Farm of 'Assint' was advertised for let by the Estate of Inchcoulter, The tenant of Assynt, Hugh Munro, had had to return to Berbice (West Indies) "so materially injured by the ruinous measures of an unfeeling government." It comprised 180 Imperial acres of arable land (particularly well suited for turnip husbandry) plus hill pasture and plantation. There was a "powerful threshing mill propelled by water," "The dwelling house is sufficient for the overseer or tenant. It is stone, lime and slated." Suitable farm servant houses. "The principal manse is rather a handsome structure. A public road is kept in repair by the District."

The limit of Balconie ground was Bog Tuach, where there were three tenants in 1819 (FP)

Rev. Thomas Munro of Kiltearn, describing improvements in the late 1830s, wrote:” Draining and inclosing have been carried on very extensively, and in some cases very judiciously. Large embankments were made, some years ago, at Newton and at Balconie, and a considerable tract of land, formerly Quite unprofitable, was thus redeemed from the sea and rendered fit for the purposes of agriculture. The principal improvements which have been made were usually at the expense of the tenants, without the prospect of any remuneration from the proprietors..... The late Mr Fraser of Inchcoulter, a gentleman of great taste, expended large sums in the improvement of his property. He divided it into moderately sized farms, well fenced and enclosed. On all these farms he erected steadings which are highly ornamental to the country, and very convenient for the tenantry."

Blind Captain Hugh Munro of Teaninich bought Balconie for one of his natural daughters, Catherine, in 1838 - 9. She ran the Chapel School, which was known as 'Miss Munro's'. As late as 1869 she had a lock installed and a window pane replaced in the school house.

The Inverness and Ross-shire Railway wished to build their station at Evanton itself but Catherine would not permit use of her property. "Culling her motto from Horace," Odi profanum vulgus, et arceo" ("I hate the unitiated crowd, and keep them at a distance", she refused to sell any ground, feeling that the property was desecrated enough by the railway crossing it. The laird of Novar was of a different mind," <FP)

In May 1851 there a Sale of Household Furniture included: Chairs, sofas, couches, carpets, four-poster beds, mahogany book-case and writing-table, books (Encyclopedia Britannica, Cook's Voyages, Shakespeare, Blackstone, Gibbon etc), crystal, portable shower bath. Foulis was the agent,.

In January 1851 a Contractor was required to repair masonry on the breached embankment of Balcony beach. (Apply: John Munro, Fowlis).

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------

Tobar na Slabhraidh = Well of the Chain.

Frank Maclennan recounts how in the 1860s a wise woman, the Mhaighdeann Bhan (White maiden) cured a boy suffering from a rash using water from the Balconie well and assorted coins and other objects. (FP)

Catherine Munro frequently called on the services of cartwright John Munro of 11 Balconie Street for activities ranging from work at the saw-mill, boiler and mill, building the laundry, making barrow wheels, sheep, cattle and pig troughs, repairing the Fisher's house by the shore and mending turnip cutters. In 1875 part payment was in blown down wood from the estate, including oak, elm, larch, beech and ash.

In 1877 Catherine advertised the "desirable residential estate" for sale by roup in Edinburgh in 'The Times':

"279 Imperial Acres or thereby of rich arable land, with the salmon and other fishings thereto belonging. The lands have for many years been in the possession of the proprietrix and are of excellent quality and produce every variety of crop. Salmon fishings are presently let on a lease which expires in 1878. The Mansion House, which is situated in a fine park is approached by an avenue of about a mile in length. It is a handsome building containing 4 public rooms and ample bed-room accommodation. There is an excellent garden and the Estate abounds in fine old timber, There are coach-houses, stables and other offices at a convenient distance from the Mansion House. This is beautifully situated on the shores of the Cromarty Firth about 8 (!) miles from Inverness, 6 miles from Dingwall and Invergordon and one mile from the Novar Station of the Highland Railway. The Estate abounds in every description of low country game. In the immediate neighbourhood is deer and grouse shootings. Beside the salmon fishing, in the Cromarty Firth there is excellent trout-fishing in 2 streams by which the property is bounded."

Mary Reid, widow of Major-General Francis Archibald Reid owned the estate from 1878 until 1889/90. It is said that she was Catherine's sister, We know from the ledger book of cartwright John Munro and his grandson John Maclennan of 11 Balconie Street that she settled her account in July 1889, having spent nearly £25 over the previous two years, Works undertaken included repairs to Fisher's House, mending stalls in the stable, repairing tower, repairing the roof along with the smith, and earlier making kilns and putting up a flagstaff.

The well in Evanton Woods, from which water was piped to Balconie House and Farm, was repaired and the pipes re-laid by Mr Reid in 1879. The plaque still stands in the wee 'witch's house', as the children used to call it.

The estate was bought by 'Squire' Bankes of Winstanley Hall, Lancashire. The house was now known as Balconie Castle. He also had Deanich Lodge, at the end of Glen Mor in the Sutherland interior, where he hunted deer.

In 1894 Balconie Grass Parks were sold. In 1897 the Wyvis Glass Ball was held at Balconie.

On 24th February 1899 the Ross-shire Journal reported the death of Meyrick Bankes, Balconie, 32, eldest son of the late Squire Bankes, Winstanlev Hall, Lancashire, "There was a short and impressive funeral service at Kiltearn, then the coffin was conveyed to Winstanley Hall." It is said that he was an excessive drinker,

George S Bankes followed his brother as proprietor. He became a member of the Parish Council, and a member for Mid Ross in 1901, despite the fact that he was not normally resident in the area.

In 1910 there was litigation between the Church of Scotland and Balconie concerning use of part of the Glebe.

Plans of part of the building in 1912 show: A Library, Servants' Hall, Kitchen (24 feet by 17 feet), Butler's Pantry, Butler's Bedroom, a Pantry, Larder, Scullery and back hall on the Ground Floor; Housekeeper's room, Gun Room, Bath Room, Dining Room, Night Nursery, Serving Pantry and bedrooms on the First Floor. It took a man two days to clean the windows.

In 1929 the Daily Record and Mail reported the marriage of Miss Joyce Bankes, only child and heiress of Mr Murray Bankes of Balconie Castle and Winstanley Hall to Lieutenant Bankes, Royal Navy. "The bride's grandmother was the daughter of the famous millionaire Meyrick Bankes of Letterewe...and she married Mr William John Murray of the Geanies family...On succeeding to the property they assumed the name Murray-Bankes and some years later the bride's father bought Balconie Castle."
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Mr. Ross, father of Jessie MacDonald (born 1900) worked on the Estate and she herself worked in the castle for 6 weeks. She recollects:

"One of the English maids, her mother died and of course she went home and it was just 6 weeks till they would go back to Wigan - that was their big place - so they asked if I could come down for 6 weeks. Well I didn't know anything about a castle and how it worked - so many servants, so many girls, a butler, 2 footman, house-keeper, valet, cook, kitchen-maid, under-maid, scullery-maid and then there were 5 or 6 house-maids - I would be the wee one.”

Do you remember how much you got paid?

“Ha! if I got paid at all I never saw it. They would have put it in with my father's cheque or whatever he was getting. Ah it was strange to work in there and everything had to be done early, before any of the gentry appeared. You couldn't meet any of them, I don't know why. The Bankes weren't titled people but the Munros of Foulis, it was Lady Munro, were different people altogether. Och it gave me experience, it gave me 6 weeks of living a different life and how other people lived in a big castle.”

How was the castle?

“It was lovely in a way but it give me a disappointment. It was bare. You look at the houses today so beautiful, the castle was nothing - bare.”

How often did they come to the castle?

“It was once a year. They came just for the fishing and the shooting,

- August. And then they took up all their crowd of servants - every one came up with them and every one went back with them, What a stir there was down there.

Then there was a coachman, a chauffeur, a head gardener and many gardeners - a crowd of boys. What money was put out. They must have been wealthy. She would stamp on the servants, she would."

* * * * *

Marianne Chamier (née Gascoigne) visited the castle frequently. " It was a beautiful old house, much like Teaninich with many legends attached to it, The Lady of Balconie was said to have sold her sold to the devil and disappeared into the water of the Blackrock. The Bankes' only daughter, Joyce, who was a great friend of mine, and I used to spend much time down there searching for the rock onto which she was said to have thrown her keys before stepping into the water - they were supposed to have sunk into the rock leaving their imprint! There was also said to be a tunnel between Balconie Castle and Castle Craig and we used to spend hours looking for that in the basement."

* * * * *

Lily Ross, an aunt of Lela Fraser, worked with the Bankes at Winstanley Hall, Balconie and Deanich, where she was sometimes alone with Maggie, the cook. Edward Duncan was a footman. A Miss. Kree (?) was one caretaker at the castle. A keeper was Mr Johnson, who with his wife, ran a dance band. Their son, Morton, was the local news reporter. Isabella Maclean, was the gatekeeper for some years and stayed in the lodge at the top of the driveway. Donald Gallie recollects that her job was to open the gates. -"they would beep the horn. "
Janette Maclennan recollects Balconie in the 1st World War:

" What I remember most about the war (WWI) was all the cars and lorries and vans and things that came from the East coast and went down the Balconie Drive. We wondered what they were for but no-one must tell you. My mother said they just came there for safety and a lot of them had their names on -Elgin and Aberdeen - so when night came a bright moon as big as you could get shining down on all those things - the trees weren't there - you could count the machines. They were there for just 2 or three days."

* * * * *

lain MacDonald recollects: "That drive-way when I was a boy was swept twice a day by the men. It was beautiful - there wouldn't be a straw out of place, everything was so clean, so well-maintained".

"The main street, Balconie Street, had large beech and oak trees right along there, then there was a drive-way going for a mile to Balconie Castle. Then there were further beech trees going right along to Kenneth Mackenzie's garage. After the war that was all cut down - a shame -irreplaceable.”

“The Bankes came along for the stag-shooting and all the rest of it; they mainly stayed in the North of England but they came here from time to time with their whole entourage; some of their servants would precede them, maybe a week beforehand to get the place ready. The daughter Miss Joyce Bankes had a riding horse and my grandfather was making sure this horse was ready for her when she would come. Now the horse had been inside all winter and was coming out for the first time and was a bit frisky so my grandfather had to go in to take it out, It kicked out and broke his ribs and the ribs pierced the lung and my grandfather died as a result.”

“I remember saying to my grandmother many years afterwards "Did you ever think that you should have claimed compensation?", "Oh I No" - they would never have dreamt that anything was the fault, or could be laid at the feet of the employer - they felt the employer was everything, they were privileged to work for them. As soon as my grandfather was no longer fit, he had to vacate, and he was lucky enough to get a house In the village which he rented. That was the sort of treatment they got in those days."

* * * * *

Marianne Chamier recollects: "The Bankes family left there at the beginning of the last war and went to their estate near Wigan and never came back, He left all his fishing rods with the Torren. The Sports Shop owner, 'The Torren', was a great sportsman and character was great friends with George Bankes of Balconie, another tremendous sportsman, who shot and fished all over Europe and Iceland."

* * * *

Moodie, from Kilcoy, farmed Balconie in the 30s and 40s, Donald Gallie recollects that he was a "nice bloke to work for."

Alistair Munro, Balconie House, recollects that his father, a timber merchant, bought Balconie Estate in 1947 from George Bankes.

"Major and Mrs Bankes were very fond of Balconie. Mrs Bankes was a very keen, very good gardener.

A number of gardeners worked on the estate. One young lad from the village, Alex Munro, served his apprenticeship here and in 1920 migrated to Canada. He became Superintendent of Calgary's Park Dept. and was responsible for the lay-out of many artistic gardens and picturesque parks there. He was known as "Mr Gardener" to countless Calgarians.
The castle was demolished in 1965 because it was in such a dangerous state. When it came into our ownership it was very badly affected with dry rot. my father tried to repair it. Being a timber merchant he had his own carpenter so they set to, to strip out the drawing-room. They found that the beams were absolutely sodden. Next they tackled the ding-room. It had gone as well. The whole building was badly affected, my father, therefore, abandoned the project.

He tried to sell it - various people came and inspected it, didn't think much of the proposition, so he gave up any idea of restoring it. The castle had a flat roof and small tower - from there you had a panoramic view of the Black Isle, the Sutors and up towards Dingwall.

The roof was of lead, a lot of lead. We decided to remove the lead as it was being removed for us. Once this was down the building became a danger and it was taken down, the stones being used to bottom the Aluminium Smelter at Invergordon.
The War Years

The army occupied the castle during the war years and the soldiers were billeted in the castle itself. There were Norwegians, Poles and our own Gordon Highlanders.

On the lawns around the castle the army had their cook-houses, offices and other such things. Also in field the running alongside the River Skiach I could see the gun emplacements that they had for practising their manoeuvres. On the side of the farm by the Allt Graad river there is a field which we call the Hangar Field. Across the river on the Novar side there was an RAF station, No. 8 Wireless and Air Gunnery School. They parked some of their aircraft in this field. We had to remove the foundations of these buster hangers later.
Some of the trees on the estate were very old?

Clearly Balconie was a very old site with many beautiful, mature trees opposite the castle. One of them was adjudged to be over 300 years old.

Any interesting archaeological finds?

None that I know of. Although whilst ploughing a field called Braeface Field, which would be about 30 to 40 feet above sea-level now, we turned up sea shells. That field would be almost on the same level as the castle.

The keeper's cottage is still there?

Yes. There are two cottages at the bottom of the farm, below the castle -service cottages. One was the keeper's cottage, which backs onto the castle walled garden. The other, now renovated, is a much older one still. It had indications of having had a thatched roof. I think it predates the castle.

The garden looks well in the photo (Joyce Bankes) 

This photo was taken pre-war. We never actually saw it like this. It was a beautiful, peaceful garden, lovingly looked after. Even now it has an atmosphere of peace and beauty. There were 4 gates, one at each corner with 4 paths leading into the middle, where a huge wrought iron pergola stood, draped in an ornamental vine, absolutely stunning in its brilliant red autumn colouring. There were fruit trees trained against the wall - apples, plums, pears, damsons.

What about the green-houses?

The greenhouse was an elegant, long, substantial structure - it had gone when I came here. They used to grow peaches and all sorts of exotic fruits apparently.

When was your house built?

In 1956, there being no farmhouse on the farm. Hitherto the previous tenants of Major Bankes occupied one or other of the estate houses. The steading itself was enlarged quite considerably when we came in. We built a new dairy and byre. We also installed a grain-drying unit later and built a huge shed to house tractors, implements and potatoes. A house for the cattlemen was also built.

At the lower end of the farm, when we came in '49, the sea water washed in and out at will. So a new sluice had to be built. We dug out a big canal from the sluice towards the sea and back up from the sea-wall through the lower fields and drained the fields into the canal."

* * * * *

The Balconie Stables and walled garden were bought by Ian Clark (ex drummer with Uriah Heep, and founder manager of the Fyrish Trust) in the late 1980s.

On the shore between the Allt Skiach and Balconie Point is a ruin of a sturdy stone building with arched windows. It is sometimes taken for a chapel but is identified on the old OS Map as a fishing station. The dividing wall would have ruled out its use as a chapel.

The stones of Balconie House were removed to create the foundation of the short-lived Aluminium Smelter in Invergordon. One pot-line, which was prone to freezing, was reputedly bewitched by the Lady of Balconie!

Adrian Clark Feb 1992 Revised Jan 1994 and Jan 2010

EVANTON ORAL HISTORY PROJECT

SWORDALE & CLARE

CLARE

Clare (An Clar, a flat place) and Strathskiach (Strath na Sgitheach) beyond contain much evidence of ancient settlement, including the chambered cairn near Balnacrae and old field systems, as well as the now desolate and plantation-covered croft buildings of more recent times.
Clare comes briefly into view during the 1715 Rebellion when Jacobites, under the Earl of Seaforth, pass this way, in an unsuccessful attempt to take the Averon from the Earl of Sutherland. They demand food from the crofters and plunder their chickens - an event recollected for centuries after. A young Munro fellow, so the story goes, poured water down their barrels to dampen the powder (FP). In 1710 John McCulloch was appointed 'Informer' by the Kiltearn Kirk Session for his part of the parish. In 1723 a Mary Bain, Strathskiach, lately a servant in Clare, appeared before the Kirk Session, and stated that Robert Munro, her master, a tenant in Clare, was the father of her child, an allegation which he denied. Twelve years previously the same gentleman had been called to answer to the crime of fornication. It is likely that he was the same Robert Munro of Killichoan, who died in 1744 and whose eagle-headed gravestone was until recently at Cille Bhrea.

In 1724 John Roy Munro in Clare owed the Kirk Session money for the use of the mortcloth on the coffin of his wife.

In 1841 the district from North Park (Drumore) to Wyvis (and including Drummond) had 43 families and 228 inhabitants. Of these 11 were farmers, 8 tenants, 43 agricultural labourers and 13 farm servants. In 1845, so John Munro V1, Knockancuirn, informs us, there were 6 well-to-do tenants at Clare, tenants of Foulis Estate:

1)Wester farm
William Mackay and son James

2)
Kenneth MacDonald and brothers

3)Lower down
William Paterson

4)Above East
Roderick McPhail and William Munro Jerge (may be the William Dearg. Munro below)

5)East
Alexander Mackenzie

6)Knockgurman
Donald Kemp (d.1875)

The oldest tenant on Foulis Estate in 1845 was referred to as the "King of Clare". The last funeral out of Clare was probably that of Donald Kemp, tenant at Knockgurman for 55 years, until his death aged 83 in 1875, when Frank Maclennan's father took the coffin.

Croft names included Balnacrae ('Claytown') at the west end; Gortan ('Starving man'); Knockantoul ('Barnhill'); Knockgurmain ('Indigo Hill'); and 'Old Dipper' (FP p101)

There is a reputed connection between smiths from the Red Smithy of Gairloch and inhabitants of Clare.

Evictions from Clare and Ridorach took place in the mid 1870s, making them “among the last recorded evictions”, suggests William Munro, Clashnabuiac. “Clare was cleared by stealth”, says Rob Gibson.

The evictions happened to coincide with the establishment of the school in neighbouring Glen Glass. In 1873 the Kiltearn School Board refused to become involved in the project as there were "so few children belonging to the parish who would derive any benefit." In 1877 the Board considered that "even in 1873 the number of children near Glenglass was very small, but since that date the most populous hamlets in the district viz Clare and Ridorach have been evicted and the places converted into a sheep farm "

These evictions took place under William Dearg Munro, who inherited Swordale and Clare from his father, John Dearg Munro, the same who started out earning 6d a day and became the owner of Swordale, Clare, Lemlair and took a lease of Ardullie. There was wonder at how he had made his fortune. Frank Maclennan reports the popular suggestion that he might have found the money from a mail coach robbery. He also became a noted whisky smuggler of whom several amusing incidents are recounted (FP).

Frank Maclennan informs us that many Evantonians were from families evicted from Swordale and Clare.

At the 1881 census an Alexander Morrison, with his wife and 3 children, is shown as being in Clair House.

Major Randle Jackson (see 'Gentry') bought the Swordale and Clare in 1885 from William's son, John Munro of Lemlair. He had subsequently to convince some people that he had not been party to the evictions himself, even though they had occurred some years earlier. This became something of an issue when Jackson stood for Parliament as the Unionist candidate and was accused of "dispopulating the district." It was said that he bought the property on the understanding that it would be free of all crofters. He denied any knowledge of such crofters to the Red Deer Commission of 1894.

At the same Commission, Donald Maclennan stated: "Clair was occupied to 20 years ago." There were 6 tenants each with 2 or 3 horses and half a dozen cows. They had 50 sheep each and a shared shepherd. "Crops were as good as other places." There were also 5 smaller tenants at Bogreach (Fannyfield).

Frank Maclennan recounts that after the winter, the crofters encouraged their horses to plough uphill by having a lad walk in front of them with a dalli (hide and wickerwork) basketful of oats. (FP)

Clare was bought by Novar Estate in c 1960 and the top part sold to a Norwegian. South Clare was planted in 1966 with Norwegian and Sitka Spruce and some Scots Pine. The ruins of Balnacrae are still evident at the plantation's edge as are those of Knockgurman and Knockantoul in the centre, the latter having at some stage been converted into a sheep fank. Some wild plum, sycamore, plane and large fir trees by the Clare Burn remain to break the monotony and remind one of times when Clare was occupied by people. Thinning of the plantation has commenced.

FANNYFIELD

John Munro V1, Knockancuirn, tells us that Bogreach (Fannyfield) in 1845 had 5 tenants: "Furthest west Andrew Munro Oag; next Samuel Munro Cady; next John Campbell; next Malcolm Ross ; and furthest east Wm Munro McCady, since Whitsunday, 1844 when Wm Taylor left that place to go for America. Hugh Ross was to the west of him but failed in 1845 and Wm Munro has taken both places."

John Dearg Munro renamed Bogreach Fannyfield after his wife Fanny Bisset. It came into the hands of Matheson of Newton, who sold it to Major Jackson of Swordale. Thereafter it stayed with the Swordale Estate until sold by Novar to Canon John Darlington from Selborne. He was there from early 70s to 80s, letting the end cottage to Anglican clergy. In the mid 80s, when snow​bound and seriously ill, he was evacuated by Sea King helicopter, He lived on briefly at Foulis and was buried at Kiltearn.

Novar then pre-empted the sale and refurbished the cottages, It was put on the market as the Fannyfield Estate but didn't sell, The Grants bought it at the second bite, without the fishing and planting rights. In 1991 it was again for sale as 'Fannyfield Lodge': Offers £250,000. '8 bedroom country house' and 2 kitchens. 22 acres with trout-fishing plus 'Fannyfield Cottage'.

Novar sold the Moor in 1991 to a man from Munlochy.

Charlie Macleod, whose father was shepherd at Fannyfield from 1936, when Swordale and Clare belonged to Walter Mundle, (so too the estate near Lairg where Charlie was born) recollects:

"The cottages were just being occupied then. They were building the R.A.F. down in Evanton and the men who were working on it occupied the houses in Fannyfield.

Did they have electricity?

No electricity - paraffin lamps. I put in a wee generator and wired the house up for lighting but it was just a temporary wiring so to speak.

We used to go from Fannyfield to Strathpeffer on the bikes through Clare, through Strathskiach, down by Achterneed. There used to be a bridge crossing the river just in front of the shepherd's house; that bridge is there no more, I think it was washed away. It was a wooden bridge except for the parapets which were stone."

SWORDALE

In 1845 William Dearg Munro was in Swordale, Hugh Ross and brother in East Swordale. John and Donald Ross were tenants at Druim Mor and James Munro, shoemaker, behind. Donald Ross, aged over 100, and son were to the east, so too Neil Munro and George Munro Coccana to east, John Sutherland lower down. (John Munro V1, Knockancuirn).

Major Randle Jackson informed the Red Deer Commission 1894 that: "At the date of purchase (in 18851 there was no resident landlord and only 12 employees. Total wages were £288 15 shillings. There is now a resident employer. Total wages are £751. There are also 18 employed in the Mansion House." His solicitor Henry Macallum stated that "Major Jackson has spent £20,000 on the Estate over 10 years."

Furthermore "Major Jackson considers the parish of Kiltearn one of the most prosperous in the Highlands. He knows of only one parish in the county where the poor rate is lower. It is also the only Highland Rural Parish on the mainland where the population showed an increase at the last census." (1881 = 1182 inhabs; 1891 = 1301 inhabs).

Jackson put in an Electricity turbine, directly driven by the river. (This did not provide electricity to the workers' houses except for the grieve, who would be at hand to fix things if the power went off). He established a Curling rink and club, to which Rev Wallace Brown of Alness agreed to serve as chaplain. It is likely that it was Jackson, rather than William Munro, his predecessor, who put in the small lochs for duck shooting on Swordale Hill, curiously named Agoo and J.U. Jackson had the lodge extended into a Victorian mansion, the architect was Maitland from Tain. The ballroom was the first part to be demolished during the Depression, the rest by Novar in 1963.

The 1892 Royal Commission gives the following valuation:

Glair, Rhidorrach, Drumore, Swordalemoor
£241

Swordale Main, Bogreach
£200

Wester Swordale (Milton)
£132

Total
£573

In 1891 Jackson's retinue included Jessie Russell, cook; Christina Muir, nursery maid; Isabella Goudie, lady's maid; Isabella Ross, housemaid; Hectorina McKenzie, laundrymaid; Mary Robertson, kitchenmaid; Margaret Nicholson, under housemaid: Alexander Cameron, footman and Peter Burns, the butler, who lived in the cottage. Henry Macallum, solicitor, was now acting as Jackson's political secretary.

At Jackson's funeral in 1902 the following tenantry were present:

Messrs. Matheson, manager; Macdonald, head game-keeper; Grant, gardener; Lawrence, coachman; Milne, butler; Baillie, head forester; Morrison, shepherd; Donald Munro, keeper; William Robertson, John Michael, footman; John Stewart, shepherd; Alex Ross, forester; Duncan Mackenzie, forester; James Wemyss, forester; Donald Mackay, cattleman; George Munro, cattleman; Alex. Munro, labourer; Donald Mackay, ploughman; Thomas Campbell, ploughman; Henry Urquhart, ploughman; P. Matheson, ploughman; Alex. Macdonald, shepherd; Henry Bain, kennelman; Evan Mackenzie, gardener; Daniel Kemp, gardener. (24 in total)


“In 1885 there was no resident landlord and only 12 employees. Total wages were £288 15 shillings. There is now a resident employer (Jackson). Total wages are £751. There are also 18 employed in the Mansion House.” (Jackson’s solicitor 1892)
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Swordale School was Major Jackson's idea but he died shortly before its opening in 1903. The school was based in a one-roomed shed, timber-framed with corrugated iron, which was provided by the Jacksons, who also provided £10 a year towards its costs. It ran with rolls varying from about 6 to 20 until the early 1950s. The last teacher was Katie Munro, who lived in Foulis Blue House, now demolished for the A9.

(See section on Schooling)

Mrs Emily Jackson took over the running of the estate after the Major's death and played the part of the landed benefactor to the full. She handed over the Estate to her eldest daughter Annie Constance in June 1914. Annie married Richard Meinertzhagen, 'Soldier, Scientist and Spy' (title of book by Mark Cocker) and died in a shooting accident on the Estate in 1928. Elisabeth Sutherland, whose father was an under-gardener, says that there was never a hint of foul play concerning Annie Meinertzhagen death. "It happened on a Sunday. They were returning from target practice when Annie stopped to examine her pistol. She said "The damn thing won't go off Dicky", then shot herself in the head." Mr Sutherland lined the Jackson family grave with white heather.

It is said that Meinhertzhagen carried out animal and sporting experiments at Swordale. Annie Constance planted flowers along the road that are still there.

In the early 30's Wilson was the Grieve; Loveland, head gardener; Sutherland, under-gardener; the Keeper Bayne had 3 daughters at Swordale School.

Elisabeth Sutherland, recollects that the road to "Evanton was so awful that her mother did not go to Evanton for 2 years when she and her sister were small - They had no transport except a bike." " When they were born a nurse came to stay for 6 weeks each time." "They ate simply but well, a lot of garden produce, sometimes trout."

The house had no conveniences or electricity, They used a 'Famous' lamp, which they sat around. Oil lamps were also used, incandescent and others. Their mother used a candle for putting them to bed. They had Christmas presents and decorations, including holly and balloons.

They would sometimes play in the Granary, There was once a travelling Irishman with a shilelagh who entertained them outdoors. The family did a lot of walking and picnics and Mr Sutherland regularly fished at weekends.

"Mrs. Sutherland was not amused when one Saturday evening he brought home 48 trout for his wife to clean before he gave most away (you had to clean them before giving them away.)"

Walter Mundle from Lairg bought the Estate of 5000 acres from Meinertzhagen in 1936. He farmed it in conjunction with Drumore, where he lived. His only daughter inherited; she married John M Bannerman, renowned Liberal, rugby player and Gaelic scholar. (See 'Gentry'). Ceilidhs were often held here in the early 30s.

Bannerman sold Swordale hill to the Forestry Commission, who after WW2 sold it on to private interests. ABL Munro-Ferguson, Novar, bought the estate for £18,000. Ballantyne farmed Swordale in the 1950s, followed by Torgorm, then Novar Estate put in different tenants and a grieve.
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Donald Menzies recollects that 'Big Jock' Campbell ran the farm with a rod of iron in the 40s. At this time all the farm cottages were occupied by employees. The Macleods were at Fannyfield, Dod Campbell was the keeper in Milton, Maclean was shepherd on Swordale hill.

The mansion house was pulled down in 1963 by Novar Estate. The wood panelling went into Novar House and the stone was sold. Mr Drake, an electrical contractor, bought the remaining, older, Swordale House in 1964. Meanwhile John Trotter's father bought the farm from Novar and moved into Milton Lodge. Drake sold to Capt. Ian Macpherson, a landowner from Delny, who in 1974 sold it to the Trotters, the current owners.

By 1964 the Estate had reduced to 2310 acres and the grazing rights up Ben Wyvis were abandoned; staff had reduced to 5: a cattleman, grieve, shepherd, 2 tractormen and a keeper at West Lodge. Donald Menzies recollects the drastic effects of mechanisation on the workforce. After the Fordson tractor with steel-spiked wheels, which was driven "with great aplomb" by 'Big Jock', came "a Cletrac crawler tractor, to take care of the steeper fields, and that was the death knell for the horses, along with the men who worked and cherished them." The horses had included Johnny, who once had hauled the big mower "across the green lawns of Swordale House, shod in leather bootees so no hoof prints showed." and some good-natured Clydesdales.

The Estate had its own sawmill a threshing mill and a heavy corn bruiser, initially driven by a steam engine next to the barn, which Donald Menzies describes lovingly.

In 1992 the farm is worked by John Trotter and farm manager, Mike Geldard, The farm now produces cattle, sheep, silage, hay, some turnip but no cereal. There are Peat banks up the hill.

There were 22 houses on the old estate: Fannyfield (4 plus garage); Milton, Wester Swordale, for the groom (2); West Lodge (2); Swordale House; East Lodge; Grieve's Cottage; 'The Street'(4); the block opposite was 4 dwellings, is now 2; East Lodge, now 'Lismore' and Hill Cottage. Knockmartin, to where 'Little' Donald Urquhart, Swordale shepherd retired, is part of Novar Estate. 'Lismore' is owned by Donald Menzies, grandson of Donald Mackenzie, shepherd at Rhidorach, then Fannyfield, before retiring in 1935, Donald Menzies has written several articles for the Ross-shire Journal about the Swordale and 'Schoolie' of his youth.

DRUMORE FARM

Druim Mar = Big Ridge

The farm of 173 acres, which was once known as Upper Park, was bought in for £2000 in 1916 by the father of Alec Campbell the miller. Walter Mundle had the farm for 25 years on let and lived in the farm-house, while Alec Campbell lived at Culcairn Mill.

Alec's father had grazing rights up Clare to Dingwall (Strath Skiach/Sgitheach) in the 1930s. The farm was mainly grass but they were obliged to grow crops during the war,

Alec himself used to poach as a boy and was once shot at by the keeper. Alec's son John now farms Drumore alone where there used to be 3 or 4 men. He keeps sheep, cows and crops, using traditional non-intensive methods . He is rebuilding the walls and steading.

There was a shepherd called Taylor who played the pipes and had a long beard. His wife Lizzie was feared by people as a witch. They lived in Drumore Cottage, which up to the early fifties had an earthen floor.

(Informants for Clare, Swordale and Drumore Sections: Sally & John Trotter; Nancy and John Campbell; Alpin MacDonald; Duncan Fraser; Elisabeth Sutherland, Stan Armstrong, Charlie Macleod, Donald Menzies. Sources include Ferindonald Papers (FP) by Frank Maclennan; Kirk Session Minutes; Census Returns).

EVANTON ORAL HISTORY PROJECT
CULCAIRN

George Munro, born 1685, second son of Sir Robert Munro (23rd Baron of Foulis) was the first of Culcairn (Cul-cháirn, behind the cairn). He became a Captain before the 1715 Rising and took an active part on the part of the Hanoverian crown. He was a church elder, a JP and elected Provost of Dingwall in 1713, 1719 and 1720. In 1721 and 1739 he was involved with Colonel Robert Munro of Foulis in election incidents in Dingwall. In the first they assembled with 200 foot in the early hours of the morning and carried away prisoners out of the house of John Tuach, wryter in Dingwall. Tuach was then replaced as clerk and Foulis unanimously elected Provost. In 1739 the Munro brother's actions resulted in the death of Anable Bayne, wife of merchant Alexander Mackenzie. (See Sir Robert Munro).

Captain George Munro married the "Heiress of the Creel", eldest daughter of John Munro of Tearivan, a small Munro Estate. As a young girl she narrowly escaped abduction by some Mackenzies, wishing to inherit her father's estate. Her nurse put her in a creel, covered her with cabbage leaves and carrying the creel on her back cleared out in a different way. She reached Foulis Castle where the Chief gave them shelter. By the marriage of George  and Christian, Culcairn and Tearivan "Old Tarevan" were amalgamated.

In 1751 their son John established a Bleachfield (on the site of the Old Mill), which then was the only one in Ross. Initially successful, it then suffered but was rescued by William Tait, who in 1779 came up from Salton Bleachfield as manager. Colonel Duncan Munro (3rd of Culcairn) gave him a lease and built him a comfortable house. In 1779 only 440 pieces of cloth were bleached, by 1790 the number was 2242. In 1786 Tait was awarded £50 to erect a drying house. The bleachfield declined after Tait's death.

In 1762 Bishop Robert Forbes visited Colonel Duncan at Newton and wrote of his "excellent garden of 21/2 acres" made out of a bog in his wood, "good fruit, many shrubs and flowers, and a pond with trout in it. His grounds produce the best of wheat, and he has erected a flour-miln for dressing it. His house lies very low, and is yet quite dry by his good policy of sunk fences and proper drains. We drank here the best of strong ale, claret of vintage '49, and good coffee, made of his own wheat."

Colonel Duncan, Commander of the Wester Ross regiment of Militia and Provost of Dingwall in 1810, was succeeded in 1820 by his only son George, who died a captain in Jamaica the following year. George was succeeded by his sister Catherine, who married Hugh Rose Ross of Glastullich, who had made a fortune in the West Indies. He had a dispute with Blind Hugh Munro of Teaninich concerning the amount of water used by his (Rose's) new mill.

George William, their only son, succeeded. He became Colonel Commandant of the 3rd Batallion Seaforth Highlanders and Convener of the County of Cromarty. His eldest son, Duncan, a naval lieutenant, succeeded in 1883 and was in turn succeeded by his brother Major Walter Charteris Ross at his early death 2 years later.

(Ref. Alexander Munro - 'History of the Munros')

(There are references to a Windmill and an Iron foundry run by the Sellar family – but this is probably another Culcairn)

The Cotton mill was converted at some stage into a Corn Mill and Evanton became one of the first Ross-shire villages to have Electric street lighting when an agreement was reached in 1907 with Walker, the miller,

Alec Campbell took on the Mill from Novar in 1930. Nancy Campbell, his wife, recollects that it was almost unique in design. It was stone-built with brick floors; the kiln had a metal floor and plates; the roof had steel batons and nails; there was also a top kiln. Alec always had 2 employees. In 1930 the miller received £1 a week. A Polish displaced person, Walkozk, worked in the mill for a few years and used to make vodka out of tattie peelings. They sent meal all over the Highlands, until the closure in 1950. Alec Campbell also kept pigs and ran a coal and wood transport business from down by the river. He built Morven in 1935,

Nancy Campbell relates:" When the bridge was being renovated and there was cement in the river, salmon ran into the turbine pool. We got them out by the cornsack-full. The village bobby used to get some and Rev. MacDonald would ask for "one of the Sacraments."

In 1912, 5 acres of Culcairn were separated by Novar Estate to McBain, master of works. He feued a bit for the Free Church Manse, which was built in 1914. Reverend John MacDonald bought the land and his son, Alpin, built Glenglass Estate here in 1965.

The farm was farmed by Kenny 'Assynt' Maclennan's father and Kenny himself. (See Interview with Kenny Maclennan). Novar took it back on the father's death in 1965. They ran it as part of Novar Estate and then applied for planning permission, using the old farm road, but were refused.

Culcairn Farm-House belongs to Novar and is lived in by the laird's sister.

Novar demolished part of the Steading and it lay abandoned for 10 years. Alpin MacDonald bought it and transformed it into houses. He also redeveloped Culcairn Mill.

Mary Marshall and her husband built Greenacres and developed the market garden here from 1952, in what had been an empty field belonging to Alec Campbell.

Adrian Clark March 1992
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WYVIS ESTATE
Owners

Wyvis was part of Foulis for many centuries until sold in 1859. 'Wyvis Lodge' appears on the 1875 Ordnance Survey Map, so too buildings at Corravackie, Culzie and Cuilishie. The lodge, of which there is a photograph in the present lodge, was a small one. Colin Ross, who was reputed to have been a very fine shot, was there from at latest 1881.

Walter Shoolbred, (born 1842) bought Wyvis from Ross in 1886 and built the current lodge and other buildings. He also bought Kildermorie from Novar in 1890 for £31,500 and rented it to his brother Frederick, who remained the tenant until 1911. The Shoolbred's wealth was from furniture, their main outlet at Tottenham House, London. It is said that they also had Guildford Coaches.

Walter had the Stables built in Evanton to fit two coaches, by which he would be met at Novar Station. There was little or no road by the loch side so he had a steamer transported to Loch Glass in bits and reassembled in order to transport building materials. It was large enough to take two horses and carts loaded with stone and it was reputedly scuttled in the middle of the deep loch.

On his death in November 1904, Walter was buried at the old burial ground in St Mary's Churchyard, Kildermorie, where the previous burial had been in 1850 of one Mary Mackenzie. Walter, a bachelor, left the estate worth £607,507 to Lt.Colonel Rupert Wilkin CMG, a son of his sister and Dr. Wilkin. It was a condition of his inheritance that Wilkin change his name to Shoolbred. A Game Book for the period 1918-25 still at Wyvis and inscribed with the name Walter Harold Wilkin probably belonged to a brother.

Rupert rented the adjoining estate of Garbat from the Earl of Cromartie. He visited his uncle's grave at Kildermorie twice a year. His uncle Frederick, who died and was buried at Brighton in 1922, is also commemorated at St Mary's.

The Shoolbreds used to send whole stags down to the old Church Hall for distribution among the village 'poor'.

Rupert, a bachelor, was followed by Major and Lady Ursula Abbey, also from England. They are remembered as having been very friendly; she was reputedly keener on the shooting than he was.

Lord Mountgarret of Nidd Hall, Ripley, Yorkshire followed. Archie Ross recollects that he came up for most of the shooting season. "He didn't entertain much at all. He had one or two of his own cronies but no big parties. Not like Kildermorie - there were quite good house parties. Lord Mountgarret liked the quiet life."

Lord Mountgarret was followed by his son, who was less interested in the stalking. Maybe this had something to do with his once having been put off the hill by a keeper. He is the same who was fined £1000 some years ago for shooting at the basket of a hot air balloon passing over one of his English estates.

Giszelbrek, a Dane, took over the estate c 1982, then in 1984 divided it, selling Wyvis to Coates, an American, ex bomber squadron commander, of the thread-making concern. The following year Coates bought Culzie and Eileanach. Giszelbrek, who lives on an Aberdeenshire estate, remains the factor.

Wyvis Lodge

Is only occupied for a few weeks a year by the Coates family. He is not interested in stalking. The house and grounds are kept in excellent condition. Coates had an outdoor heated swimming pool built, which he and his wife use regularly when in residence. The building exterior was painted a bright yellow in recent years. Because of its status as a listed building, the planning department obliged Coates to return it to the original colour.

Wyvis Stables

Also a listed building as are the game larders. Walter Shoolbred also built the Stables in Evanton between 1901 and 1905. Kenneth Mackenzie, Evanton Smithy and Garage, was one of the contractors.

Gardener’s House

Archie McNiven, whose wife is remembered as a great cook, was here before Donald Fraser. Archie used to drive the brake. The house has been unoccupied for many years.

Keeper’s House at Corravachie

Unoccupied since many years but still appears to be in good condition with fine wood panelling. Duncan Urquhart stayed here in 1844 (son of Donald, tenant at Knockmartin). In 1937 Mrs Sutherland nearly drowned when a flood ran through the house.

Cottages at Corravachie

The bothies are unoccupied and in need of repair.

Culzie Lodge

Percy Barbour, cousin of the Shoolbreds, came here annually in the 1890s, bringing his staff up from Cheltenham.

It has been leased since 1990 by Paul Waites, an English property developer who comes up regularly with his family for the stalking. His father was a Lord.

Culzie (Cuilishie) House

The pink house was built by Gisselbrek who planned to live in there. It has yet to be completed. The ruins of old Cuilishie house, a slated building, are nearby to the west. One informant tells that this (or Culzie?) was a holiday house for Balconie.

Eileanach Lodge

A "whipping bell" some few hundred yards below Eileanach would be struck in passing with the whip by the coachman. This would ring a bell in the lodge and ensure that the lodge occupants opened the gate for the arriving gentry. Margaret Maclennan (née Gordon), who followed her mother in doing this for the Shoolbreds recollects that the gentry were quite different in those days. One bedroom at Eileanach Lodge was kept for Rupert Shoolbred. Duncan Gordon followed Angus McGillivray who retired to a house on Station Road.


Old Wyvis Lodge

Eileanach Farm

Kenneth Mackenzie (Kenny "Eileanach"), keeper, worked for Walter Shoolbred and Colonel Rupert Shoolbred and received the Highland Agricultural Society's medal and certificate. The presentation was made by Donald Maclennan, Assynt, who remarked on the perfect order and taste of the Eileanach steading and surroundings. With his wife Susan (née Stewart) they had 5 children. William the eldest son took over.

A William Grey lived at the farm in 1845.

The farm house is currently occupied by 2 families, but neither work for the estate.

The Forester's House, now left to go to ruin, was once occupied by Rogie, chauffeur/handyman. He used to tie rope around the back wheel of his motorbike to get up the Glen in the snow. Archie Ross stayed in the bothy, where there were some good parties.

Employees

John Sutherland, keeper at Corravachie, was a good piper. He played for the Shoolbreds, he was the piper at the opening of the Diamond Jubilee Hall in 1898, and there is a photograph of him playing for a group of revellers by the loch side.

Archie Ross, ex keeper (kennels), recollects:

"When I went there (post WW2). Donald Fraser and the wife, Duncan Maclennan and the wife, Donald Green and his wife and one baby, then myself - that was all. Those people were up the top end. Down the other end there was Tommy Gordon and the wife and 4 of the family, Peter Ross - he was shepherd, his brother John - another shepherd and myself."

In 1992 the only employee is the keeper Gordon Beattie at Eileanach Lodge. His wife Mhairi is house-keeper of Wyvis Lodge. Gordon took over from Smith, who worked for Giszelbrek. Bill Munro, his predecessor with Mountgarret was there for around 16 years and still works for the same.

Game

The Wyvis Garbat sheep fence was begun in 1873, in order "to keep the sheep out, not to keep the deer in." (Game Book)

In 1879 Culzie ground was cleared of sheep and opened to deer.

The Shoolbreds built the deer fence over Meall Mor to Kildermorie, which they also owned.

In 1925 Rupert Shoolbred shot his 500th stag.

In the stalking season the keepers would have to climb Wyvis daily. Margaret Maclennan recollects that one deer used to follow him regularly. The staff would be given a certain a mount of venison and at the end of the season would share a hind between them.

There are currently around 700 hinds and 300 stags. The annual cull is 60 stags and 100 hinds, all of which are taken by the Waites family. The deer are fed in the winter.

There have been no grouse for over 20 years. In 1918 there were 241 brace of grouse shot on Culzie, 136 on Wyvis.

Coates introduced 'wild' pigs but they were disposed of in 1991 because of the mess they were causing to the trees and ground.

Goats were kept at the farm until 1991.

There are remnants of a short-lived fish farm up beyond Wyvis.

Around 600 sheep were kept on Wyvis Estate in the 1950s, requiring a team of up to eight people at the gathering, each with their dogs. There was a large fank at Eileanach.

Transport

In 1896 a nasty accident occurred when Major and Mrs Jackson were driving home to Swordale from Wyvis Lodge with Percy Barbour. Their horse shied and their carriage overturned. Major Jackson was hurled into the loch and Mr Barbour was seriously hurt. A plaque marks the spot.

Lord Mountgarret introduced a small bus, referred to as a brake, which carried about 12 people.

Services

A private telephone used to link Eileanach and Wyvis.

A diesel generator was introduced to Wyvis Lodge by Walter Shoolbred. Mains electricity was introduced to Eileanach in late 1970s.

Weather

Geordie Mackenzie, Hermitage Street, recounts that his grandfather Alexander once crossed Loch Glass, when it was frozen, by horse and cart.

In 1937 a violent storm created a flash flood at Corravachie which swept through the houses. It is said that Mrs Sutherland was only saved by the gillies. Hens and livestock were drowned and Margaret Maclennan remembers fearing for the safety of her husband Duncan on the mountain, while listening to the frightful crackling of the telephone line.

After their marriage in 1938 Duncan and Margaret Maclennan moved to the isolated house of Strathrannoch to the west of Wyvis. It was to here, once when they were cut off, that a relief party including Kenny 'Assynt' Maclennan and Ken MacDonald 'The Torren' from Evanton trekked up with food supplies. The Sunday Pictorial photographer was there to record the dramatic occasion. Maggie recounts, however, that the only thing they were short of was marmalade. The photographer caught the party celebrating with a dram (or two).

Schooling

In 1906 children from Wyvis made up one third of the pupils at Glen Glass School. Alness School Board required a contribution from Kiltearn Board accordingly. Maggie Gordon (Mrs Margaret Maclennan, born 1904) remembers walking the five mile return trip daily with her brothers and the children of Kenny 'Eileanach' Mackenzie. There were no cars and little chance of a lift from the gentry's coaches - none if the gentry were inside - but Kenny 'Eileanach' would sometimes give lifts with his horse and cart. Maggie Gordon did all her schooling at Glen Glass, while at least one of her brothers went on to Kiltearn school, where he boarded through the week.

In 1923 the Area School Management Committee agreed to pay Mrs Sutherland to educate her own children, subject to the inspection of the headmaster of Kiltearn. In 1929 a Betty McAuley was appointed teacher.

Janette Maclennan recollects that : "There were Frasers living up there and they were a big family and they had a side-school teacher, the one that I remember came from Alness and she went home every week-end but every time that she passed down - it was supposed to be a Side-School from Glenglass -she came into the teacher in Glenglass to get all the news instead of the teacher from Glenglass having to go up there, because that teacher had a bicycle - no such thing in those days as cars or motorbikes. She cycled up weekly and went home every weekend. And when the inspectors came round at the end of the year, the children from Wyvis used to come down to the school, it was a big family - about nine of them. My mother, Georgina Mary (Glen Glass teacher) was in charge so she had that school also to attend to, but there was no school there, the children were all in the house and the teacher would have a room of her own likely." 
Distilling

Frank Maclennan recounts the story in the 'Ferindonald Papers' of whisky distilling in Wyvis area, where there used to be four stills in operation. A whisky bothy used to be situated in the Creag a' Bhara burn and many years after it had ceased operating a pidgin of whisky was discovered by a pony's hoof going through the soil. "A stalker, who had some previous experience in the illicit distilling, was engaged by Mr Walter Shoolbred, laird of Wyvis, about 1890. One day he remarked to Mr Shoolbred that he might start a still there. "So far as I'm concerned, Sandy “said Mr Shoolbred, "you can do what you like." On second thoughts Sandy decided not to as it would be cutting into the business of a man Maclennan, who was at that time working a still in the area."

The Estate used to be kept immaculate. Rupert Shoolbred strictly forbade the dropping of so much as a used match.

AC
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Glen Glass has changed more fundamentally than most places in the area over the past 50 years. What were busy crofts are now mostly forestry plantations. Croft houses are now mostly ruins or wrecks; a few have been transformed into cottages. What was a busy school, with 20 to 40 pupils, is now a ruin. The scenery and the livelihood have altered fundamentally.

At the lower end of the Glen, not strictly part of Glen Glass itself are Ballavoulin, Lagvoulin and Assynt. The latter lies immediately above the Black Rock Gorge (or Craig Granda) on the Allt Greed (Ugly Burn), which is a continuation of the River Glass. The Gorge runs for nearly 2 miles, sometimes at a depth of 130 feet and has occasioned the ink in the pens of Hugh Miller and Harry Robertson to flow magnificently, recollecting Virgil's gulph into which Alecto shot herself into the infernal regions.

This, of course, is the abiding home of the Lady of Balconie, the witch who sold her soul to the devil, and was once seen chained up in a cave, guarded by fierce hounds. People have long searched for the imprint left in the rock by the keys of Balconie Castle, which she flung out as she was drawn down into the gorge.

The gorge has claimed other victims too, some self-destructive. There have been narrow escapes too. Only a few years ago a son of the MP Russell Johnston escaped serious injury after falling down the gorge. One Evantonian, Dave 'The Grove' MacDonald, a fine athlete, accepted a £1 wager to jump the 19 foot gorge. He lived till 80 to recount the tale, which is well attested.

In Robertson's time at the end of the eighteenth century the chasm was bridged only by tree trunks covered with turf. Within 40 years there existed a more substantial one but between the Wars there was none. Today there are three foot-bridges, one carrying a water pipe. The whole gorge is surrounded by mature woods.

Ballavoulin, as the name suggests, was long the site of a Mill. The house here is in good repair and occupied in 1992 by the Cumberleges. There is a fine photograph of the steading in the 1930s.

Lagvoulin is the 'valley of the mill' and known by recent 'Glenards' as Boghole. The main house is occupied, the two Estate workers' cottages are deserted, the floors rotten.

Assynt House, when occupied by Major and Mrs Munro-Ferguson, boasted a fine garden, which in recent years has been left to return to the wild. It is leased from Novar by Lady Isobel Linda, sister of late Earl of Cromartie and widow of Colonel Linda (Polish army), who died in summer 1991.

It is said that Franklin D Roosevelt and Eleanor spent part of their honeymoon here. The Glen Glass School log indicates visits in 1948 by a grandson of the deceased President and in 1950 by Mrs Richard Derby, the eldest daughter.


Assynt Mains Farm has changed less in appearance. RJ Munro "DD ", who was brought up at Uig, took over from Kenny 'Assynt' Maclennan who had also farmed Culcairn and Moultavie, as his father and uncle before him. One of Kenny's brothers was killed by a tractor, another in early youth, from eating frozen plums. Kenny remembers having up to 70 cattle on Assynt's 256 acres and it being "very steep but a pretty good farm otherwise". Donald Maclennan was known as the 'Mester'. The Turnbull: were here at the turn of the century. One was the mother of Willie Munro, Clashnabuiac.

Assynt Farm Cottages, which lie beneath the power line, were sold and converted circa 1989.

Cladh Churadhain (St.Curitan's Graveyard) lies on a wooded mound by a water-tower connected with the Filter Station below. Bard Macra (c1810​1850) hanged himself here (cf Ferindonald Papers).

Redburn is farmed by RJ "DD" Munro whose parents lived in the house with the children. There are 50 acres of arable land. The house is now owned by retired surgeon Graham-Stewart, who introduced electricity and extended the building using stone from Balnarge croft.

Glenglass School which had been in operation since 1875, closed in 1956. The school-house was demolished in the late 50s after a young man living there with his mother had killed her with an axe and set fire to the place. People are quick to give the mitigating evidence in his favour! In 1992 the old school-building is for sale.

The old school log attests to heavy snowstorms in the latter part of last century and many occasions on which the school was closed.

Deer used to come down as far as the schoolhouse.

Janette Maclennan recollects that "the school had such a big bit for a play-ground. There was never any trouble in those days. There was no falling out with anybody. Parents allowed their children to roam more freely then. Up at the school-house - we had about a dozen places where you could jump across the burn - you know it was really dangerous in a way but I never heard of anybody getting hurt, just the one boy, Jim Jackson from Tighnacraig. That used to be a lovely burn with fish in it and all. Now you can't get anywhere near it with the trees."

It was quite a friendly community?

"Oh it was, even although we would have our differences.”

Were there get-togethers?

“The Free Church minister used to come up perhaps once in the month for a service - all the people in the Glen, the 'Glenards' as we called them, were Free Church except us, but we always went into that service and Mr McQueen was just as nice to us as he was to others - he had a wee pocketie up here and he took a sweetie out of it and hand it to you - and then he would be up there two Sundays and then Mr Brown or someone from Alness would come up the other two, especially in summer and autumn - they used to come by horse and trap."

(For information on Glen Glass School see 'Schooling' and the School Log)

In the river plain above the gorge is Lynechorc, known as 'The Lyne', was home to Donny Campbell, whose sister Margaret married William Munro, 'The Bishop' of West End, and Minnie married Donald MacNair, whose mother sued Donald Kemp in a paternity suit. The Croft house is deserted but intact, the Steading is used by 'DD' Munro and his brother Ivy. Janette Maclennan speaks fondly of the Rosses who were possibly the last crofters there. It is the site of two recent tragedies, one a car suicide, the other the death of local financial consultant Colin Temple between the bales, after a lengthy disappearance.

Janette again: "All the crofts were active then. There was Redburn, Sockach, the third one called it had a Gaelic name (Lariebhuidhe) - so we never tried to remember it, Auchnagaul was another one, Knockan was another one and then you came to West End - West End was a farm - they were all in use and there was children from most of them, so that was why there was so many children in Glenglass school and they also came from Eileanach down at the school there. There would be about six from Eileanach when I was young there, and at that time there was a Side-School up at Wyvis." 
Knockmartin (a corruption of the Gaelic - below) is today a holiday cottage. It is also sometimes referred to as Rhidorach, although this is the name of land to the west, where there used to be a house. (see below)

A Donald Urquhart was tenant here in 1845. A large family of Urquharts were there in the early 20th century. 'Little' Donny Urquhart was shepherd at Swordale. Donald Mackenzie, another shepherd here, is remembered by his grandson at Lismore, Donald Menzies, who writes about the area.

Cnoc a Mhargadaidh, (Market hill) is the cone-shaped hill clearly visible from the Firth and as such a good venue for markets. People came from as far as the West coast to barter herring for grain.

Rhidorach is the flatter land below where the Allt an Caorach joins the River Glass. A George Maclean was here in 1845.

Moving up the old road, Uig is the first croft, now deserted in the forestry. The house, dated 1883, is still standing, the roof of the steading deteriorating.

Ivy Munro recollects life at Uig:

"As far as I can mind out it was quite good. There was nothing to do at nights. There were children in Sockach up the road a wee bit. There was half a dozen orphans - Stewarts and Fletchers. The Calder brothers were in Knockan. Bunty and her brother were in Auchnagaul then there were 3 lassies in West End, the Munros. There was .3 boys in Tighnacraig, the Mackays -Mackay was shepherd in them days. I think there was about 30 children in Glen Glass school when it was turned from a side school into a public school - they had to get a qualified teacher then."

"The croft was 50 acres of arable and there was a good bit of hill ground...0h it was hard work alright - you'd be out in the field all day—hoeing turnips and at hay-time you had to cut the hay and had to turn it with the fork. Then you raked it and put it into stacks. It was hard-going at the turnip time and the hay-time, then there was a wee bit lull until the harvest time but at that time you went out and cut the peats for the winter."

Were there any particularly bad years?

"Well if you listen to all the crofters every year was a bad year!"

Of Sockach only an overgrown heap of stones remains.

Latter day tenants were Tom Ross, with a daughter Annie, of whom a photograph in the garden is available.

Roy's Map of 1750 shows Taiky (Tochy) and E.Torky (East Tochy). Ruins behind Sockach may mark the site (FP)

Lariebuidhe is now merely a pile of stones, masonry and corrugated iron. An old tree platform and ladder are nearby as is a Harrison McGregor, Albion Leich 928 Delivery Reaper. Latter day tenants were the Macintoshes -'Baldie Macintosh'; hence the name local children used in place of its difficult name - it was known as "Baldies". Mrs Macintosh is remembered for her heavily sugared tea.

Frank Maclennan in Ferindonald Papers speaks of a croft called 'The Camalltan' which had existed between Lorgbuidh and Achnagall. It is shown on Roy's Map (circa 1750) as Cambleton. The last tenant was 'Big Robert' Munro, who died in 1875; "then the croft was incorporated into Achnagall." Maclennan had heard that when crofters in Glenglass gave up distilling, they buried their pots in Camalltan ground, at the same time asking the landlord for a reduction in rent.

The house at Auchnagaul is still intact. The byre roof is on.

It was occupied by Water supply engineer after the MacDonalds left in the 50s. Frank Maclennan recounts that a Munro family, the 'MacUisdeans' were tenants for 5 generations until about 1910, when William Munro left it to go to Redburn.

The MacDonalds came there from Tighnacraig, where Bunty's grandfather was shepherd. They had the adjoining croft too, which had not been worked for many years. They usually kept 60 sheep and 4 cows. There was a dairy built into the house. Bunty recollects living on rabbits, eggs, milk, crowdie, scones, venison, with oats only for breakfast. She would shoot marauding deer herself. They sent their oats to Culcairn mill

The buildings at Cnocan, on the edge of plantation, house, byre, steading in 1991 were in reasonable shape, the house floor covered in sheep's carcasses. Hugh and Andrew Calder (Teandallon) were brought up here by the Rosses/Downs. Unlike the aforementioned croft-houses, it was linked latterly to the electricity mains.

Balnarge house is in ruins, the steading still standing. Stones from Balnarge were used for an extension on Redburn house. The last occupants were the Downs. John Granville Paterson, a Glasgow orphan, was brought up by Kenny Ross, Known as 'Jock the Glen', he always wore a kilt and demanded lifts up the glen by lying in the middle of the road.

The house at West End (Bruachdian) is in reasonable condition, the steading has a roof and there are two buildings without roofs. Ivy Munro rears sheep on this croft. Hector Macleod was last to have worked the croft in the 70s. Ina Campbell (Sunny Holme) and sister Margaret Campbell (Fraser St, Beauly) née Munro were born there. Their father William had 13 children. Ellen

Deitch née Macleod (Maryburgh) says her great grand-mother was born here.

Tighnacraig is now a rented cottage. Murdo Macleod (Teandallon), the last shepherd, from 1949 to 1964, reflects “Tighnacraig was the healthiest place I have ever seen, it was lovely, we got the sun all day... There were another two shepherds at Ardoch and Boath and I was responsible for the whole lot. We carried about 300 ewes each, and the hogs as well. —Some of my happiest times was in Glen Glass and my saddest as well"

West of Tighnacraig Roy's Map (c1750) marks Achtunnagan (Duck field), which had a mill. The now deserted Hall at Achtunnagan on the South of road was a keeper's house. Latter occupants were Angie and Maggie Richmond (née Maclennan). They kept a lovely garden. It was subsequently used as hall by the Wyvis keepers and people in Glen Glass.

Of Balnacoul, marked on seventeenth and eighteenth century maps, no sign remains. It was part of Wester Glens, sometimes church, sometimes Foulis property stretching up to Refarquahar on Loch Glass side. (FP)

All the crofters in the Glen had a peat-bank and would transport the peat by horse and cart.

William Campbell was the Glen Glass school-teacher from 1884 to 1900, His son, Alec Campbell, reflects: “The saddest part of any is the way that Glen Glass has been destroyed by planting trees. I never go up there today because it is just a sad place. But when you used to go up and see all the crofts and see all the people that were there and they're just all destroyed - that's one thing that grieves me very much. Janette Maclennan's brother Frank and I used to walk up there with a squeeze box, playing around the old crofts."

Don MacMaster, who in 1919 started as walking postman up the Glen, before being allowed to use his own bicycle, remembers the Glen and its occupants fondly; the cups of tea with Annie Ross at Sockach and with Kenny, Kirsty and Ron Ross at Balnarge. He is amazed and saddened at how it has been transformed.

Ivy Munro was involved in the planting of his old family croft of Uig, as well as of Lariebhuidhe and Auchnagaul. "It felt very odd". But such were the times - "it's all changed today."

Tree harvesting has now begun.

Adrian Clark June 1992
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General

1792 - Year of the Sheep Bliadhna nan Caorach 

John Prebble 'Highland Clearances': 'Disturbances and tumultuous associations'...6000 sheep driven south by a 'rebellious mob',... Dramatis personae: c400 men of Ross and Sutherland, Sheriff Depute of County Ross, Donald Macleod of Geanies, Sir Hugh Munro of Foulis (elected President), General Sir Hector Munro of Novar plus 20+ local gentlemen.
"Unaware of the commotion and alarm they were causing among loyal gentlemen, the simple men of Ross and Sutherland came southward, driving 6000 sheep or more before them. On Friday 5th August they reached the scattered cottages of Boath....here was a wide saucer of land…to the north was the green gash of the strath, to the west the brown flanks of Meall Beg and Meall Mor rose two thousand feet from the water of Loch Morie. The Great Sheep filled the gentle valley...."(J.Prebble) 3 companies of the 42nd Regiment Black Watch, of which Sir Hector Munro was colonel) arrived in Dingwall and camped on An Corran above Boath, exhausted. The drovers vanished but some were arrested up Strathrusdale. Local 'ringleaders' included Hugh Breac Mackenzie, tenant of Acharn, who was sentenced t transportation to Botany Bay for 7 years but along with the others mysteriously escaped from Inverness prison. Also William Ross, a piper in Aclaich. Most were called Ross.

Willie Munro's great great grandfather (Munro) lived in Boath at the time of the Sheep Riot and his wife carried out milk to the soldiers.

Murdo Macleod says sheep were away from Boath around 1963, 4 years later than Tighnacraig, where he was the last shepherd.

Distilling equipment, copper worm and pot, was found at Strath nan Gleann. There was one old bachelor crofter on the estate and when he would be down paying his rent and the girls in Novar estate office used to tease him about getting a wife and one pretty girl said "Would I do?" and his reply was "There's no place in Boath for ornaments.!" (WJU)

Each croft had its own mill, mostly horse-drawn.

The Estate had a fox hunter with great packs of hounds. One fox hunter who had a croft in Boath fell off a rock in Wyvis in mid 19th century and was found dead with 2 of his dogs. (Wm Munro)

BOATH ROAD

Contullich Smithy

Contullich

The despotic and bloodthirsty Black Andrew Munro, 3rd of Milntown, had one of his Seven Castles here and exacted his tribute on all his vassals in the first half of the sixteenth century. (Alex. Munro ‘History of the Munros’). Piles of human bones were reputedly found here in the nineteenth century.

Moultavie House

Kenny 'Assynt' Maclennan was here.

See 'Averon' and Kenny Assynt and WY Urquhart re story of the curse.

c 1860s the tenant Forbes signed over the tenancy, while drunk, to William Goldsworth, Novar forester. Forbes placed a curse on the place and Goldsworth died soon after his arrival.

****************************************************************************

"So when it came out what happened, he came up with the bible and put a curse on the place on Moultavie. He cursed on the top of the bible...and whoever would come after him would never thrive and for a long number of years everyone that came there, something happened to every one of them. But then after that, seemingly, they closed this door - the door where he made the curses - and after that whoever was in it seemed to thrive better."(W.J.Urquhart)

****************************************************************************

"On the term day there was the man that was going to get the place came up and he wasn't feeling well, and they put him into bed and he was carried out. The crofters from Boath they were down to see how many dead sheep or cattle they would see about the place and my father was told by old Willie Munro's father (Clashnabuiac) about this curse and my father was a great believer of curses - although there weren't such a thing supposed to be -and he was speaking to his mother who was in Pitmaduthy up near Tain and he was going to take her to speak to the factor to see if he could get the place for his brother who was John Maclennan. When he heard about the curse "Well I mean I'd better not do anything about it", (he said) but his mother said to him "You take the place because I married a relation of that man Forbes". So my uncle went in and he was about 70 when he died. I was there after that."

(Kenny 'Assynt' Maclennan)

****************************************************************************

The house and steading sold recently to Major Cameron of Alan Grange

Moultavie Farm Cottages

Sold a few years ago and refurbished by new owners.

Cairns 43, 44 on West of road; Cairn 48 on right

Clearing to be made by Novar.

The Baddans

Willie John Urquhart had this croft until his retirement. House empty since before 1956.

Roof falling in.

Ardoch

Angus Macleod, shepherd, was here. Willie John Urquhart had the croft. Now used by sheep as shelter.

Tullich

Was a croft, granted by James IV to Black Andrew above, in 1512, for the annual payment of one pound of wax.

Dalreoch

Willie John Urquhart was here. It became a holiday cottage until burnt down with tragic loss of 3 young children in mid/late 70s,

There is a stone marker showing initials of Novar on one side and Ardross on the other.

A cattle thief/reiver was buried near the road, having choked on a fence. (Wm Munro)

Lealty House 1722 = East Lealty, Ardross Estate

(See 'Averon' re story of Finlay Macrae, wanted for murder, who married the daughter of the daughter of a poor widow, who turned out to have a bag of gold coins which enabled Finlay to purchase the house).

Acquired by Matheson of Ardross in exchange for Rockfield farm. Derelict since several decades.

Wester Lealty

Shepherd, Donald Mackenzie, Novar hill Farm lives here.

Between Baddans and area opposite Wester Lealty are a number of hut circles, cairns, a 22 cup-marked slab, cottage ruins, and ruins of a kiln barn.

On the rising West slope in field are small mounds with different colour. Wm Munro says these have been excavated but nothing has been found.

BOATH
School

(See W. Munro's "Averon" re period 1866 to 1895). Closed in 1950s.

The Smarts lived here. Now a holiday cottage.

Loanroidge

c.100 acres plus heather hill. Farm rather than a croft. Water wheel is

still there. Rosses were there. (See interview with Catherine Swanecote below). House is to be refurbished and turned into holiday cottage. Steading is to be made safe.

Balmeanoch (Middleton)

Rosses were here, then Macleods.

Semi ruin. Roof intact. Used as animal shelters. Horse wheel still (overhead type) in place.

Acharn

Angus Macleod's parents were at Acharn; then Balmeanoch; related to the Rosses (cf Catherine Swancott). He was shepherd at Ardoch. Now a sheep pen.

Easter Knocklea Semi ruin.

Wester Knocklea Little remaining.

Balnagrotchen

Croft. Willie Smart was here. Was knocked down.

Ballone

Was keeper/shepherd's cottage. Now a holiday home.

Douchan

Unoccupied for many years. Roof is still on.

Boathmor

Was occupied by Campbells, One worked on the estate, another was shepherd at? Left c 1959

Glaick

75 acres. 200 sheep. Occupied by Sandy Smart (his father has the tile) and his wife who runs a pony trekking business since recently. Sandy plans to keep hold of this croft, the last remaining one in the glen.

Old Glaick

Extensive Ruins up behind current farm-house. Includes an excellent example of a grain kiln/bothy, with a circular kiln. Kiln Walls are c 4' wide at top. (William Munro, Clashnabuiac, has written about this and other such stores, ADT March 92)).Annie Fraser (residential home, Invergordon) was born here (she is in her 90s).

Boathvic

Ruin since many years. Johnny Bain, the game-keeper was here.

Ballavoulen

Game-keeper’s house, sited to see whole valley. Now a Holiday home.

Ruined Crofts near head of river.

Square stone porch visible on house nearest road. Sheep fank or kailyard behind.

Kiln barn set into hillock lower down.

*****************************************************************************

Mrs Catherine Swanecote was born in 1920 in Balmeanoch (Middleton), Boath. Her father, Ross and mother (née Logan) moved in there from Tain.

You were born at home?

Yes. No hospitals in those days. There would have been a nurse and I think a doctor too.

What like was the house?

There wasn't much in it. No water or toilet.

You were 2 when you moved to Loanroidge, just next door? Yes

You used lamps and candles?

Paraffin lamps, and candles to go to our beds.

How did you cook?

On the open fire. We cut our own peats from the hills. Just further up the hill, the other side, beyond the school, over a burn. I thought it was a great occasion in school holidays bringing home the peats in horse and cart.

How many horses did you have?

Four I think because we needed three for the binder to cut the corn. We would ride home from the fields on their backs - they were big Clydesdale horses. We would have an odd foal, you know, all these things to interest us - plenty lambs, sheep.

Did you ever take them down to the village?

Yes for the shopping - my father would - a trap or a gig.

Was that quite an occasion? 

Oh yes I loved it.

Would you go to Evanton or Alness? Alness.

How many acres did you have at Loanroidge?

Over 100 and we had a big heather hill where we had lots of sheep. It was quite a biggish place we were in there - it was the biggest of them, The rest were small places. It was a farm, it was more than a croft.

You would shift all the sheep from the green fields and put them up on the heather (across the road), to give them a change. They couldn't wander -there was a fence the other side.

Were there deer there?

No they were higher up. They didn't come near our crops

There were grouse that came down - and nibbled at your stooks?

We weren't allowed to touch them. Novar sent a man to keep them off.

Could you not just frighten them away?

He would frighten them away. He had a flag.

How would you contact the estate?

I suppose you wrote a letter. (Laughs)

We had a post every day, we had the post office as well, just a room in the farm-house. There wasn't much doing there.

Would the postie ever bring messages direct? 

No, I don't think so.

Did you have much contact with the Estate?

No I think it was just rent times or if you wanted something done.

Do you recollect what the rent was? No

Did you go down to the Estate for occasions?

My father would, not a lot. He would be going to Dingwall - the farm sales were all in Dingwall, the marts. He went there quite often and on his way home he would go up to Novar Estates.

Did you go to entertainments there?

No there weren't any. My father, he played the fiddle and the button/accordion - the melodeon - self-taught he was. And then when Hogmanay time came the neighbours would gather around and have a good dance.

Your house was quite sociable was it?

Yes. People just from Boath, There were nearly all related anyway. Ply mother had 2 sisters up there, married.

There were about 20 in the school? Yes

There were about 10 crofts? Yes

Who was your- teacher?

A Miss Cameron. She stayed up there in the school-house. Her sister house​keeped to her.

The 3 Rs?

We were well taught. I see that now when my grand-children ask me to spell certain words. That was the main thing - spelling and writing. They spell any old how, now, it's a pity.

Did you enjoy school?


Yes. I don't know why it was but I didn't go to school until I was 6. There were 6 of us, I was the fifth one. I was the youngest for 10 years. My sister went onto Invergordon Academy and became a side-school teacher. The boys- were on the farm.

Were there picnics?

Yes the school would have a picnic. We'd come down to Teaninich Farm. We used to come down in a lorry and we'd all have flags - just to be waving for the outing.

Were people from Boath known in any particular way? 

Boathers, I suppose.

What did you have on the farm?

Sheep and cattle, horses, chickens, ducks. We had a dam in one field; that put a wheel round for thrashing the corn. Used to let the water out and it would come with a rush and turn this wheel - it was great too how you did everything then. The water just lasted so long, perhaps half an hour at a time.

Did you have other machinery?

Yes for bruising oats and slicing turnips for the animals - a hand-one. Everything was done by hand more or less,

We had to get the horses shod - at Contullich, there was a smithy there. Alistair Bell is the man that had it.

Did you have travelling salesmen?

No I think it was all done in Dingwall at the marts. Selling oats and that was all done in Dingwall. The baker's van came up from Alness.

You helped in the house and croft?

I worked outdoors a lot. as soon as I came out of school I had to get the peats in, get nice, dry pieces of peat for starting the fire in the morning and I would go and help cut the turnips for the calves - the things I enjoyed doing, like. That's when I was in school. Go round the sheep, see if there was lambs being born. I used to milk the cows too. Plenty of our own milk - it was never pasteurised or anything then but it never harmed us. All healthy cows.

Did you sell milk?

No everyone had their own. Feed calves with it - the surplus. Plenty eggs and chickens. I think we had a good, healthy life.

Were there any epidemics?

Measles. My sister took the measles and I was pushed into bed with her to get them past.

Were there any tractors up there before the war?

No. It was horses and ploughs. But we did get a car while we were up there.

The road was OK?

It was rough, it wasn't tarred then.

You used to do to church at Dublin (Ardross)?

Yes. It was quite a walk, mind you we never thought anything about it then.

There would be a service at the school? About once a month. We used to all go then. Church of Scotland - the minister came.

You used to visit Ardross Castle to get the dripping?

Yes in the season time, once a year - from the roast beef.

Did you ever meet Perrins?

No you kept in the background, you weren't meant to see them.

Did Ardross Estate have anything to do with your side?

No. They had a lodge. The gates were always locked - you weren't allowed through there unless you had special permission.

Were you allowed to fish?

Yes - must have been. My father would try it now and again and get nice sea trout.

It was a good life.

Why did they leave Loanroidge?

To better themselves. A better farm.

AC 1992
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Joyce Bankes in the Walled Garden





“In 1845 William Dearg Munro was in Swordale, Hugh Ross and brother at Druim Mor, and James Munro, shoemaker, behind. Donald Ross, aged over 100, and son were to the east, John Sutherland lower down.”





Swordale 1875


(pre  Major Jackson)
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Robert Munro-Ferguson, Assynt, married a Miss Selmes, in New York in 1905.
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