Dawson,A - Tate,A [A36](2129)
East of Scotland Open Rd 4
[Dawson,Alastair](1831)
1.c4 Lately I have been experimenting with the Engish. This competition gave me the  opportunity to see how it fares against strong opposition. So sitting down against Alan Tate I was a little apprehensive but curious also about what was about to be thrown at me. 1...c5 2.g3 Nc6 3.Bg2 g6 4.Nc3 Bg7 at this point White has a decision to make - whether to play with Nf3 or be more circumspect with e3 and Nge2. I was pretty happy with e3 here to be followed by Nge2, a3 and Rb1. 5.e3 e5 now the dye is set. White eyes d5 and he also prepares a3 to provoke...a5. 6.Nge2 Nge7 7.a3 0-0 one thing to note about the Black move order is the holding back of the Ng8 - by doing so he has the opportunity to play ...f5 if he so wishes. 8.Rb1 a5 9.0-0 well - this is fine, White just has to figure out how to best take advantage of the holes on b5 and d5. 9...d6 10.b3 Rb8 11.e4 a little bit of panic on my part. I thought that if Nb5 was played then Black can break out with ..d5 and if Nd5 is played then Black can break with ...b5. So in retrospect I think Nb5 should have been played a move earlier to be followed by shuffling the other N into c3. 11...h6 12.d3 Be6 13.Be3 Qd7 14.Qd2 Kh7 15.a4 in a case like the weaker player (ie. me) figured that I could lock up the Q-side with this move. I also thought that Black would have to be exceptionally brave , or daft, to try and 
engineer a break with ...f5 because it could easily rebound on him given White's control of d5. 15...Nd4 16.Nd5 Nxd5 17.cxd5 Bh3 18.Bxd4 cxd4 I was ok with this too although I was uncertain about whether to allow an exchange on g2 or instead bring the Black Queen out of position briefly with Bh3. I went for the latter in the belief that I might make a slight tempo gain - especially if was able to advance with f4 and if an ..ef4 then Nf4 hits with tempo.I also 
wondered - could it really be that Black had forgotten about the undefended a5 pawn? 19.Bxh3 Qxh3 20.Qxa5 f5 after the game finished my opponent did in fact admit that he had taken his eye off a5. 21.f4 fxe4 22.fxe5 exd3 23.Nf4 of the various permutations here I thought that this was favourable to White - the N looks happy here and is eyeing e6. 
23...Rxf4! a strong player like Alan, seeing how powerful this N is, doesn't hesitate in exchanging it off. 24.Rxf4 dxe5 25.Rf7 happily I had foreseen this move - knowing that it guarantees a draw (see below). I was close to concluding that I had a near win here. But the one move I was worried about and for which I could not find a winning line was ..Rc8. 25...Rc8 26.d6 High tension - d6 was played to set up the combination of Rg7+ Kg7 followed by Qe5+ which to me was a dead cert drawing line. So I looked around forsomething better. After all Black is threatening ..Rc2 and two separate mates on g2 and h2. But d6 takes up a move so the reply comes, 26...Rc2 27.Rxg7+ Kxg7 28.Qxe5+ and draw agreed with perpetual checks in the corner. So - with a sigh of relief, I walked away secure in 
the knowledge that Symmetrical English positions are tough to break down - even for the strongest players. ½-½
 

