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Rhoda Grant, Highlands and Islands regional Labour MSP is urging Highland Council to revisit their rules that are preventing four primary seven pupils joining their friends and classmates at a Skye hostel.
The parents of the four future Portree High School pupils raised the issue with the MSP after they were told by the local authority that, because of their addresses, the youngsters would not be granted a place at the facility during the week.
Mrs Grant met with the mums on Skye. She said: "For families living across rural areas, facilities like Hostels are essential for those having to travel long distances to school. While the ideal would be that every child lives near enough to a school that they can travel daily this is not possible in reality. Splitting up family and peer groups puts additional pressure on young people at a time which is already fraught with difficult transitions."
"The change to life in high school is a challenge for anyone, but these pupils form a year group of nine. They are being split up from their peers and missing out on some of the opportunities that will come with their progression to Portree High School."
Her colleague, Peter Peacock recently wrote to Highland Council on this issue when the parents first raised it with the MSPs. He said: "I would hope Highland Council would look again at this issue in the light of experience. The decision to withdraw hostel access in 2006 was a very close decision and now that some of the consequences are being seen, a review would seem appropriate. 
Claire Nicolson’s son Robbie is due to start Portree High School in September. She said: "When Highland Council made their decision to withdraw hostel places for Sleat children who live north of Ferrindonald it received little or no support from the community. I understand that this decision was taken due to the improvement to the A851 road which was supposed to reduce the journey time between Sleat and Portree. To my knowledge the journey times are the same. 
The Council’s decision means that Robbie faces two hours of travel each day. He will also miss out on the camaraderie and challenges of hostel life which prepare island children so well for future student life away from home as well as simple, taken-for-granted activities like going to a shop on his own which he cannot do in our rural environment."
Sheila Hamilton’s son Victor is also one of the four who have been denied a place. She said: "Victor is my fifth child and his four siblings have all stayed in the hostel whilst at Portree High School. My daughter, who is currently in S3, is there during the week yet Victor has been told he will not be able to. This is extremely unfair.
The decision to allow pupils from the south of Sleat to stay in the hostel and to deny those north of Ferrindonald mean that some of Victor’s classmates will be entitled to a hostel place and others will not. This is clearly unfair, divisive and discriminates because of postcode. The hostel is open and has the capacity for my son and his three friends, who have also been denied a place."
ENDS
Notes for Editors
1. Peter Peacock has written to Highland Council, as yet there is no response. Rhoda Grant met with the parents and their children during a trip to Skye, she heard their worries first hand.
2. Links to the decisions of the Highland Council’s Education, Culture and Sport Committees, who voted to remove Hostel Provisions for youngsters on some areas of the Island.
http://www.highland.gov.uk/yourcouncil/news/newsreleases/2006/August/2006-08-11-03.htm
http://www.highland.gov.uk/yourcouncil/news/newsreleases/2006/September/2006-09-07-01.htm
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