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EDITORIAL

P.0.Box 2206 S/Kunda Surely slowly and steadily we are
The Gambia, West Africa getting there.

But the continuous harassment,
Website: intimidation, arbitrary arrest,
www.spanglefish.com/adgg torture and detention of opposition

Email:adg_gam@yahoo.com members or as | may mildly put it,
adg_gambia@yahoo.ca non-allied members is fast
Tel: 220 971 82 35/770 70 63/999 becoming a nightmare and a
4393 national anthem for African
leaders. The recent situation in
Zimbabwe a country that has been
described as a “Sinking Titanic”
witnessed in the face of the
toothless African Union, the
torture and detention of the main
opposition leader Morgan
Tsvangarai and memkbers of the
Movement for Democratic Change
which led to the death of two
EDITORIAL TEAM THE MATCHETS people by the State backed security
DIARY agents as a blow to democracy and
a slap on the face of Freedom of
Expression, Association and

Edwin Nebolisa NWAKAEME

prahim KOROMA “IN AFRICA, THE RULE OF LAW Assembly. President Omar El
IS A BASTARD. IT IS BORN OF  gashir's stubbornness not to allow
Osman KARGBO MANY WAYWARD FATHERS ANDpetter equipped AU-UN joint
IS ITSELF SOCIALLY Peace keepers to replace the weak
MEMBERS DELINQUENT AND MORALLY  and poverty stricken AU
BANKRUPT ceremonial onlookers should be a
Ahmad Ibrahim SOWE . L _signal and a clear sign to the
Binta KINTEH Justice delayed, is justice denied” African Union that it is a toothless
Okechukwu OKWARAEKEZ IE From the justice of eac"h one of bulldoghgnd is fast Ioos_ing
Pa Seedia GASSAMA gshcog]elsllpeace forall” Late Popgecognition among Africans.
Michael WONAH ohn Fau ool ehange £
Modou CEESAY e olitics mustchange face:
Pa Omar Bajan GIBBA I must say that the publication of  pespite the many pledges, signing
vankuba GASSAMA Ehls biannual magazine e,r71t_|tled and ratification of various
Mustapha CEESAY WINDOWS ONAFRICA"isa  instruments on the rights of
; e imely one. The magazine tends to t davin. d t
Austin Chidirim AWU timely ‘ . women, yet, day in, day out,
look at the various Human Rights - yomen are still systematically
Situation in Africa, and in sidelined when it comes to peace
WINDOWS ON AFRICAis a upholding the golden rule of law  pyilding, leadership and decision

Maiden Biannual Magazine of and democratic principles, how far making. Rather than including

oo can our leaders be held them in peace negotiation
Africa in Democracy and Good  ,countable? p 9
Governance (ADG), a registered Itis also worfh to note that the processes, they are better seen and
not-for-profit making charitable continent haveybeen aining a lot se as weapons of rape n times of
organization working in the field gaining wars and conflicts.

) of recognition in both econom i high fi ;
of human right, democracy and the ; 'y 9 | dy Itis high time that African leaders
romotion of aood dovernance in  on¢ development sector, and peacghould be compel to domesticate
,Fa)\frica goodd returning to most part of the the various instruments on the
continent, yet the challenges that  yights of women, and create a level
awaits our leaders are stil playing field for them to actively

73, Kombo Sillah Drive (Sonko EeNnormous.
Jileng Building)
Churchill's town, K.S.M.D

participate in peace building,
leadership and decision makings. |
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think what the African women
needs now is the domestication of
all this empty signing and
ratifications.

Michael WONAH

Modou CEESAY (Eliman)
Pa Omar Bajan GIBBA
Yankuba GASSAMA

Mustapha CEESAY
Austin Chidirim AWU

WINDOWS ON AFRICAis a
Maiden Biannual Magazine of
Africa in Democracy and Good
Governance (ADG), a registered
not-for-profit making charitable
organization working in the field

SOLIDARITY
MESSAGE

| wish to use this opportunity to
congratulate the entire members of
the Governing Council, Legal
Advisers and Staffs of Africa in
Democracy and Good Governance
on the Anniversary of the one year
celebration and the timely
publication of the biannual maiden
magazine tited “WINDOWS ON
AFRICA”, it is my pleasure as the
Chairperson of the Council to
sincerely thank all those who have
assisted the organization in one

of human right, democracy and theway or the other, may the

promotion of good governance in
Africa

73, Kombo Sillah Drive (Sonko
Jileng Building)

Churchill's town, K.S.M.D
P.0.Box 2206 S/Kunda

The Gambia, WestAfrica

Website:

www.spanglefish.com/adgg

Email: adg_gam@yahoo.com
adg_gambia@yahoo.ca

Tel: 220 971 82 35/770 70 63/999
4393

Almighty God richly bless and
reward you all.

| have no doubt that this magazine
which is the first of its kind will do
great justice to the general human
rights situations in Africa; And that
women that have already engage
themselves in the world of politics
or are aspiring to be one will find
this magazine as a useful
companion as they journey along.

It is my prayer and firm desire that
anybody that comes across this
magazine will be inspired to work
hard for democratic pursuits in
upholding the rule of law and in the
promotion of good governance.

Once again, | thank you alland wish
the organization many more fruitful
years ahead.

W

, 4,

\
LY

Hon. Fatoumata Jahumpa-Ceésay
Chairperson of the Governing
Council
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ADG'’s International
Women'’s Conference

Opening remarks by ADG
Director of Programs: Mr.
Edwin Nebolisa
NWAKAEME at the
Maiden International
Women's Conference
organized by Africain
Democracy and Good
Governance (ADG) in
collaboration with the
Women's Bureau at
Paradise Suites Hotel,
Kololi. On Wednesday"7
of June, 2006

Your Excellencies

Members of the Diplomatic and
Consular corps

Honorable members of the
National Assembly

Honorable Secretaries of State
Governors and Deputy Governors
Honorable Councilors
Representatives of Local and

International Organizations between women and men are a
Distinguished Ladies and matter of human rights and a
Gentlemen and the Press condition for social justice and
All other protocols dully and should not be seen in isolation

respectively observed as awomen's issue. They are

Permit me first and foremost to usethe only Way.to build a
this opportunity to thank the sustainable, just and developed

Almighty God whose mercies society. Empowerment of

endureth forever, for giving us the Women and equality between

grace and strength to hold this women and men are

maiden international women's prerequisites for achieving

conference on the theme: political, social, economic,

“WOMEN IN POLITICSAND  cultural and environmental

GOOD GOVERNANCE” security among all peoples”

We also thank Mrs. Ida Faye- (Beijing Declaration and

Hydara, the executive director platform for action).

of women's bureau our

collaborator and Mrs. Awa FayeAn African woman constitutes

who did all the secretarial jobs, about 55% of the African

and to all those who have population butis under-

assisted us in one way or the ~represented in society. Women

other. should be involved in peace
building, leadership and decision
making in all aspects of life, one of
our great leader Kwame Nkrumah

“The advancement of women  gnce said “The degree of a peoples

and the achievement of equality
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or country's revolutionary

and demonstration of good

awareness can be measured by thgovernance becomes only words

political maturity of its women”,
Political maturity does not mean
getting involved in politics only, it

and slogan. This in effect means
that equal opportunity with
affirmative action results in no

means liberating and educating theaction.

people so that they would know
and take their right place in
society.

As women you should try to avoid
those backward traditional and
religious beliefs which hinders
your progress, women plays a
significant role towards peace
building and in the promotion of
good governance and are the
backbone (foundation) for our
success. The women of Sierra

Women have been largely
excluded from public life for
various reasons including; cultural
and religious beliefs which restrict
women from public life, low level
of education, poor awareness of
their rights to participate in politics
and public life activities, religion
which sees women as weak, and
politics as a game of power which
only the male gender should

Leone fought for democracy and it participate in, while the woman
came to pass, and the Aba womentoncentrate on domestic

riot of 1945 in Nigeria, against the
tax increment by the colonial
masters.

How many women in this 21
century know that power belongs
to them and that without their
participation democracy is
meaningless? The Pan-African's
conception of democracy begins
where ideas of liberal democracy
ends, this is the reality of class
struggle.

Many issues affecting women in
the Gambia are issues affecting
women across Africa, issues
concerning health, productive
capabilities, education, leadership
and decision making opportunities
all hinder full and complete
empowerment essential for Africa
to strive as it can.

How do we begin to eliminate
discrimination in government and
society at local, national and
regional levels?

Equal opportunity cannot just be a
slogan that philosophizes good
deeds; it must become part of a
country's political objectives.
However, equal opportunity
without any effective process to
ensure accountability, compliance

responsibilities like child bearing
and rearing, and general home
management.

Women need to be aware of
existing policies on their right to

public life as this would encourage
them to make articulate demands

of their rights. In the local

Women should realize that when
they participate in governance and
decision making processes in their
communities, critical issues about
them would be raised and
addressed. In addition, myths
around women's ability to lead
would be debunked.

Women need to develop
themselves through education and
attending conferences, seminars
and workshops that would enhance
their leadership abilities and
provide them with relevant
information about the role of
women in governance and decision
makings, not as an opportunity for
eating and drinking and demanding
for transport allowances.

Africa in Democracy and Good
Governance (ADG) will always
identify herself in the struggle of
the African woman for full

equality and emancipation and for
her proper role in the wider
struggle to free the African nation
from the patriarchy states, poverty,
exploitation and oppression.

The fight for the advancement of
the African women is inseparably
linked with the fight to liberate,
unite and develop Africa.

No nation is free if women are not
free. The position of women in
society is like a land for
cultivation, without land there will
be no agriculture, just as without

communities, women are the mostwomen there will be no society.

uneducated and therefore
interpretation of legislative laws
becomes a problem. Even when
the rights are provided by the
ACTS they still cannot interpret
them to help them push forward
their desires from their
communities. It is therefore
important that women understand
policies that are put in place to
encourage them to participate in
public life activities in their
communities.

At this juncture, your Excellencies,
Distinguished Ladies and
Gentlemen, | hereby profound the
philosophy of “There is no
effective government without
women's participation”

| thank you all for your kind
attention, and wish everyone a
peaceful deliberation.
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JAMMEH- AFRICA'S

MODEL OF HOPE

Even when some African countriesisland which is hardly seen notto serve them.

are still engage in crises, we still
have to remind our readers that
there are still some visionary and
dynamic leaders who have
dedicated their lives in the service
of their motherland. If Africa can
have a radical change in her way
of leadership and concentrate on

development with a progressive
mind, not even the West dare

compare themselves with us, and
our youth will not be talking of
migration for a greener pastures,

talk of recognition in African map
have indeed proved the world
wrong that it is not by the size of a
country's landscape or it's

Leaders like President Olusegun
Obasanijo of Nigeria, and other
great personalities who were in the

populations neither is it the amount Gambia barely few months before

of its natural mineral and human
resources can one achieve a
success but by way of exemplary

leadership, peace, love, unity and
brotherhood that binds them

together.

Any progressive like minded

our continent have all it takes to be person needs to commend this
young and hardworking farmer andproduce visionary and
depending else where. We have tonative doctor, his recent claim of

one of the best rather than

look up to H.E Alhaji Dr. Yahya
A.J.J Jammeh in his style of
leadership and development
orientation even thou the Gambia
have no mineral resources.

With the successful hosting of the
African Union summit without
tears and numerous development
projects that are visibly seen all

curing HIV/Aids and asthma
should be a thing every Africans
should be proud of, even thou if
his critics argue that they are not
satisfied with his method, yet he
deserves every open minded
person's recommendation, for a
leader to swallow his pride and

humbled himself is a manifestation
of the love he has for the health of

over the country, this little peaceful his people and a willingness to
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the AU summit would be amazed
and wondering the kind of

mystical power that is behind this
young and erudite leader's
development and governance
skills, as one would almost mistake
the Ultra Modern Gambia for
Paris.

The facts remain that if Africa can

development oriented leaders,
Africa will indeed become the
shining beacon of hope, prosperity
and development.






HIV/AIDS AND

HUMAN RIGHTS

Equality is one of the main Africa. Although there is growing  There are 13 million children
international human rights controversy over the effectiveness orphaned by AIDS Worldwide,
principles that transcend all of HIV tests, and the accuracy of 10 million of them in sub-

jurisdictions to protect all without ~ these _figures, tr_lere is no c_ioubt thatg sharan Africa.
any distinction including ones HIV AIDS is spreading rapidly in Sub- In short. as a result of the
status. The situation on the ground, Saharan Africa. HIV/AIIjS epidemic, much of
however, does not seem depict a - ;

picture that meets the minimum It is estimated that, 29.4 million Africa has entered the 21st

standards in respect for the human ivi ith century watching the gaif‘s of
p people are currently living with the 20th evaporate. Tragically,

rights of People Living with HIV/AIDS in Sub-Saharan . . !
HIV/Aids in most countries. A Africa. That is two-thirds of mass killers are nothing new in
positive change will have a HIV/AIDS cases reported Africa. Malaria still claims

S|g_n|f|can_t impact on the ||\_/es of globally.
Africans in terms of assuring them

of a society where in the human Atthe _natlo_nal Ievel_, the 21
right of PLWHA is r espected. countries with the highest HIV

prevalence are in Africa. In at
Every child has a right to be born least 10 African countries,
HIV Free, but that is not so for prevalence rates among adults .
children in Africa. The figure in exceed 10 percent. development_. Becaus_e it kils so
Africa can be dramatically reducedAt the individual level, the many adults in the prime of
if preventive strategies are being arithmetic of risk is horrific. In  t€ir working and parenting
putin place and all pregnant Zimbabwe and Botswana, a one||ves, it decimates the
mothers receive treatment to in four adult carries the virus. AWorkforce, fractures and
prevent Mother or Parentto Child i born in Zambia or impoverishes families, orphans

;;"’tgzwtggéogfs;Ltgga\gt”ﬁén:z(; Zimbabwe today is morelikely g'gg’nqsn;ﬁzgizzreds the fabric
receiving treatment to reduce than not to die of AIDS. '

PMTCT is only 5.1% and the
percentage of mothers on treatment
for antiretroviral therapy is only

14%.

about as many African live as
AIDS, and preventable
childhood diseases kill millions
of others. What sets AIDS apatrt,
however, is its unprecedented
impact on regional

THE AIDS EPIDEMIC IN
AFRICA

Nowhere has the impact of
HIV/AIDS been more severe than
Sub-Saharan Africa. 26 years ago,
AIDS was unknown in Africa. Yet
AIDS is now the number one killer
disease in sub-Saharan Africa,
surpassing malaria. According to
UN AIDS, an estimated 3.2 million
adults and children in Sub-Saharan
Africa became infected with HIV
during the year 2003. Additionally,
2.3 million people died of AIDS-
related illness in Africa in 2003
Since the start of the epidemic,
over 39 million people have been
infected with HIV in sub-Saharan
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